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“Neighborly News from the Heart of Lookout Mountain”

The Oral History of Bob Baty

by Kelly Leavitt

he allure and quality of
life in a community are
intrinsically tied to its

forebears. Pioneer families who
arrived in the Mentone area
during the decades following
the removal of the Cherokee
were hardy folk who relied on
themselves and their land for
survival. With the opening of
the Mentone Springs Hotel

in the 1880s and its proximity

to the railroad depot in Valley Head, visitors began

to travel from afar to enjoy the area’s beauty, peace,

mineral spring waters, and mountain air. Mentone is

a bit unique among area towns due to the “blending”

that occurred between the generational locals and

those who visited or had second residences. It became a

symbiotic relationship which continues today.

As Mentone’s population is growing in the 2020s
with an influx of people from across the country, it is
especially important for residents to know something
about the past and respect those whose ancestors helped
create the community so many now call home.

Bob Baty

Oral history is a valuable technique for capturing
personal reflections of experience and knowledge. In
recent years, the former Mentone Area Preservation
Association recorded the oral histories of siblings
Walt Pullen and Linda Pullen Burns, Gerald
Bailey, Bill Berry, and Evelyn Graves. Early this
year, Bob Baty contacted me and said he was
interested in his oral history being recorded.

Bob’s family history is interesting and important
because his father, Glenn, had founded the Baty
Lumber Company in 1948. “Baty’s Mill” was a
local landmark until it ceased to operate in 2000.
Bob and I had a few discussions, and Max Mitchell
volunteered to facilitate his interview which was
scheduled to be videotaped on March 19 at Moon
Lake Baptist Church. Sadly, Bob Baty passed away
on March 8; his funeral was held on March 18.

A lesson Bob has taught us all is that every day
counts. If we are to capture the memories of old-
timers in the area, we cannot hesitate. Mentone has
lost many citizens, this year especially, with rich
stories to share.

Fortunately, Max had met with Bob on February
28 to prepare for the scheduled interview. Max made a

Top: The Baty sawmill in 1953.
Bottom: An aerial view of the mill in 2000.

(continued on page 12)

Valley Head’s First Female Mayor

by Anna Mae Horn

istory was made at the Valley Head Town
H Council Meeting in April as Madam Mayor

Karen Vest was sworn in by Probate Judge
Ronnie Osborn. Mayor Vest is the first woman to
serve as mayor in the Town of Valley Head. She
stated, “I am very honored to represent all Valley
Head citizens and excited for the future.”

Karen Vest has been a member of the council
since 2020. She was asked to run for a council seat;
being voted in was an honor. Karen thoroughly
enjoys serving the community and helping people.
Her favorite part of being on the town council was
being involved and knowing what was happening in
her community.

In order to better represent her constituents, Mrs.
Vest took the personal initiative to begin Certified
Municipal Officer training in January of this year.
She felt the training would make her a better council
member and more aware of the laws and guidelines
cities must adhere to. Now that she is Mayor, Karen
feels this continued training will help her be a better
leader.

Mayor Vest plans to attract more businesses to
Valley Head. Mayor Vest feels that more family-
oriented events would strengthen our community.
Town beautification is also a priority: reducing
litter, starting a regular community clean-up day,
encouraging all businesses to work together to
beautify the streets, and promoting pride among
residents for their yards.

Wasting no time, Mayor Vest announced
vacancies on the zoning and planning commissions
at the April town council meeting. She also informed
the public on the process requirements of filling

Judge Ronnie Osborn swears in Mayor Karen Vest
Valley Head’s first female mayor, as her family
stands by her side.

Madam Mayor Karen Vest is honored
to serve her community

the vacancies; zoning members are elected, while
planning membership is by appointment.

Steps have already been taken to update and
modernize the Town of Valley Head website with a
link to a calendar and updated personnel biographies.
Town resolutions, zoning guidelines, and other
official information will eventually be available
online for citizens to access at their convenience.

Karen Vest is accustomed to collaborating with
others to make things happen and is no stranger to
positions of leadership. She will bring this experience
to the mayoral seat. Her past positions include
Kiwanis of Birmingham, teaching Sunday school
and VBS, President of the Heart Association (in
the Carolinas), President of the Art Association,
and Region I Director of Alabama Association of
Paralegals, Inc.

As a retired paralegal, Mayor Vest is great at
research and learns all the facts and information
before making a decision. She graduated with
honors in Business from College of the Albemarle

(continued on page 3)

Three Strings
and the Truth

by Frank J. Kenney

he original phrase,
“three CHORDS
and the truth” was

coined by forklift operator
and prolific Nashville singer/
songwriter Harlan Howard
to describe the “necessary
ingredients for country
music”. He went on to write
4000+ songs and was able to
be true to his word in most of
them. You may know Harlan
by his biggest songwriting hit,
“I Fall to Pieces”, recorded by
the legendary Patsy Cline, but
there were many, including
“Busted” sung by Johnny
Cash AND Ray Charles,
“Heartaches by the Number”
with Ray Price on vocals, and
“Why Not Me” by The Judds,
a song he (or they) managed
to slip a fourth chord into. But I digress. This is not a
story about Mr. Howard. This IS a brief history and
description of the Cigar Box Guitar.

Not all cigar box guitars have 3 strings, though it
is the most common. Some have 4, some 2, and then
there’s the Diddley Bow; a one-stringer. Refer to the
image above to help you picture the elemental nature of
this wonderful instrument.

Stringed instruments have been around for a very
long time, but the cigar box guitar was the invention
of Americans in the mid-1800’s. The regulation of
cigar manufacturing, shipping and box sizes for the
standardization of taxes created the perfect vessel for the
homemade guitar. A cigar box, a broomstick, some wire,
some basic tools, and, most importantly, the desire to
create music in a situation of little or no money ... well,
that was the recipe for some down-home, front-porch
music. The first known image of a cigar box instrument
is a lithograph from the Civil War (circa 1864 but not
published until 1876) of a cigar box fiddle being played

(continued on page 4)

Three string cigar box
guitar by Frank Kenney.

To subscribe to The Groundhog, please use the form on Page 14.
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* Never feed or approach
bears.

* Secure food, garbage and
recycling.

e Remove bird feeders when
bears are active.

* Never leave pet food
outdoors.

* Clean and store grills.
e Alert neighbors to bear
activity.

Source: bearwise.org
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Mentone Matters

by Mayor Rob Hammond

’ I Yhanks to Lyle Nicely for once again
heading up the annual spring litter
pick-up. There was a good turn out

and over 100 bags of litter were picked up.

Thanks to all who volunteered. The sheriff’s

work crew had previously picked up the litter

along the side of the mountain on AL 117.

As always, thanks to Mentone Police Chief

Gene McKee and Officer Mike Langston

for their assistance during the pick-ups.

Thanks to Joseph Lee for taking the litter

to the dump. The effort to keep litter under

control is ongoing. Thanks to all individuals

and organizations who have adopted miles
in the Mentone area. Mentone Public Works

Director Paul Nail continuously picks up

litter within the town limits and mows the right of way

on AL 117.

Following the litter pick up, Cynthia Stinson hosted

a community lunch at the Linger Longer Pavilion at
the Mentone Inn. Thanks to all who brought food and
thanks to Larry Joe Hall for playing music.

I was able to attend the MERF art auction later

that day. Our local food establishments provided a
“Taste of Mentone.” It was a fun evening and a great
way to raise funds for MERF’s programs.

Those two events held on April 6 showcased
Mentone’s community spirit. &

From the Editor
Community

by Anna Mae Horn

( :ommunity bonds run strong in this area.
Neighbors help neighbors. People pitch in
and pick up when it is needed. We carry

each other through the storms. As you read the

words of this issue, look at the different ways you
are reading the word community. Sometimes it is
disguised as ‘gathering’, other times as ‘volunteer’,

but many times you just see the result — a

renovated building perhaps.

What about the ‘city limits’ or boundaries of

the community? They are flexible like an amoeba,

extending outwards to pull in others who want to

join. Notice all of the places that our ‘community’
paper represent. If you attend any of the community
events you read about this month, I challenge you to
see how many different towns and communities are
represented there.

Currently, there are 75 distribution points
for The Groundhog in four incorporated towns,

one city, and numerous communities and
neighborhoods. The Groundhog subscriber
community is a collection of 78 different postal
cities.

Community is even more than people and places,
it’s a feeling of being connected to others. The
Groundhog has been connecting us (a lot of us) for
over 40 years! Think about how these printed words
among the pages make you feel about the world
around you and consider how many others in all
these other places are feeling the same because they
share the love of The Groundhog and of our little
place on this big world. Read this paper and know
you are part of a greater community that is filled
with caring people striving to make this greater
community a better place.

I hope you enjoy reading this month’s issue
of “neighborly news from the heart of Lookout
Mountain.” ®

Funds from Mentone Fall Festival
used to renovate Moon Lake School

by Stephen V. Smith

esidents and visitors converged on the former
RMoon Lake School campus last October to

enjoy the inaugural Mentone Fall Festival.
Not only was it a great event for the town, artists,
and visitors from surrounding areas, but it also raised
needed funds for preserving an important cultural
asset.

Led by a volunteer planning committee, the
Mentone Fall Festival is a town-sponsored event that
began with a focus on renovating the former Moon
Lake Elementary School. Deeded to the town by the
DeKalb County Board of Education after it closed in
2021, the school has been reimagined as an artisan
village and event space. It is home to retail shops, an
architectural firm, and a gallery. The building will
soon be home to the Little River Arts Council, and
work begins this month on a major public art exhibit
that will honor the town’s founding and future.

The 2023 festival raised $25,000, which the

town invested into renovations at the campus. These
included:

* Heating and cooling system for the community

room: $4,655

* Cleaning under the building and installing a

vapor barrier: $5,625

* Foundation repair under the community room

and porch: $12,377

These projects total $22,657, with more
renovations planned for the campus.

“The festival was a huge success, and we're already
working on making this year’s event even better,”
says Deedee Morrison of the Mentone Fall Festival
Planning Committee. “We encourage all residents,
businesses, and non-profits to get involved in this
important event for our town.”

To pledge your support, message us and keep
monitoring our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/MentoneFestivals. ®
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Using State Health
[nsurance Programs (SHIP)

by Lynn Hixson

education, counseling and information

concerning your Medicare Health
Insurance. SHIP Volunteer Counselors are not
affiliated with any insurance company and will
not attempt to sell you insurance or endorse
any one company. That is the senior’s choice.
All counseling is kept strictly confidential.
Counselors can help you determine which
Medicare Health Plan or Medicare Drug Plan
best fits your needs.

S tate Health Insurance Programs provide

The Groundhog - 3

Your costs for health services and items will
differ, depending on whether you have Original
Medicare or a Medicare Advantage plan. If you
need help paying for the cost of Medicare, you
may qualify for assistance. Call your local SHIP
counselor at the DeKalb County Council on
Aging at 256-845-8590 to see if you are eligible
for any assistance programs that help cover
Medicare costs. ®

cumpleanos”)

Mayor (continued from page 1)

in Elizabeth City, NC. Karen also spent 2 years in art school. Her
first job was as a paralegal, and she made a career of it.

Karen was born in Dayton, Ohio, and lived in “a tiny white
house”. Her Dad was an Air Force Chief Master SGT and a skilled
airplane mechanic in charge of the flight line at Wright Patterson
AFB. Karen spent her primary school years in Germany. She stays
in contact with siblings and places family time as a top priority.
She has been happily married to Charley Vest for over 22 years.
They both share a Cinco de Mayo birthdate. (Be sure to say “feliz

Charley works for the National Park Service at Little River
Canyon National Preserve and Russell Cave. He is also retired
from Alabama Power where he enjoyed working with interns to
instill good business practices in the next generation.

Charley and Karen have five children and nine grandchildren
who have fun visiting the Valley Head farm. The farm chores keep
both Charley and Karen busy. She particularly enjoys caring for
the animals and flower farming. When they have time, they enjoy
traveling and seeing new places. ®

VHS Students Study

Six Flags

by Carley Collins, VHS Sophomore

n Friday, April 5th, a group of high
O school students were able to travel to

Six Flags for Education Days. The
Education Days at Six Flags offers knowledge
and fun all in one sweet deal. Students explored

math, science, and physics by observing (and
riding, of course) the mechanics of world-class

coasters, thrill rides, and so much more. With
discounted admission, meal package, and
workbooks, Six Flags gave everything needed to
inspire this next generation of scientists. Thank
you MERF for your generous donation that
helped make this trip possible. ®
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southernpropertiesagency.com ¢ 311 Gault Ave. N,, Fort Payne
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HISTORICAL BERRY HOUSE in Mentone;
built in 1880’s and one of the first homes
built in Mentone! Known as the family
retreat of Martha Berry founder of Berry
College in Rome, GA. $649,000. #21844470

LEVEL SHADED LOT IN MENTONE! 3 BR 2

CHARMING CO
MENTONE 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with
great outdoor space, firepit, situated on level
lot with a creek which can be great fun for the
kiddos! $369,900. #21844021

TTAGE IN DOWNT

anet

LOCATION! LOCATION! Roll up vyour
sleeves, this 3 BR 2 BA home is waiting for your
TLC to make it your perfect mountain retreat.
The property boasts extreme rock formations
and scenery. $234,900. #21854795

e ]

OWN

MAINTENANCE MENTONE CABIN? 95

BA home. Newer central heat/air & roof. Not
far from downtown Mentone. Shared circular
drive. $329,900. #1836773

BRICK ESTATE ON THE MENTONE
BROW! 17 acres w/ fencing & gated entries.
8 bedrooms, 6 baths, 2 half baths & base-
ment. $799,000. #1837843

cabin atop Lookout Moutnain near Brow Park,
includes furnishings! This property is primed
for full-time residence! $424,000. #21848923

MENTONE BROW VIEWS at its finest!
BD, 2 BA wood floors and ceilings and full of
Mentone character! $485,000. #21843628

sq. ft. home on 2.3 acres; manufactured by Par-
adise Canyon Cabins is impressive! $249,900.
#21849783

= S - |
WHISPERING PINE TRIPLEX just off of
Scenic Hwy 89 for your Dream Family Getaway!
Fully furnished & beautiful views $459,000.
#21843409

BROWZZZING FOR SALE on the brow of
Mentone atop Lookout Mountain overlooking a
panoramic view of the valley! This stately home

has many extras. Has a gated entrance & circle
driveway. $1,350,000. #21844207
R 7 ~ T 7 g

— 3 '_;. =

A CANVAS FOR YOUR VISION! Revamp the
cabinetry, update the countertops and create
a culinary haven. Offering 2 ensuites, an office
and a study/library along with 2.94 acres and a
detached two-car garage #21854132

@ i :
NEWLY REMODELED MOUNTAIN RE-
TREAT close to all of the “Happenings” in
the Mentone, DeSoto State Park & Little River
Canyon areas! Endless opportunities for out-
door & indoor entertainment.. #21858260

LOTS & LAND

#21844211

tone! 3.01+/- acre lot (#60) $89,000.#21845080

GREAT POSSIBILITIES WITH AN AMAZING VIEW! This
2.3 BROW lot is a great location for your dream home. $350,000.

BROW LOT W/ A PANORAMIC VIEW Don't hesitate, just move
forward with building your dream home! $195,000.#21844213

152 FEET OF RIVER FRONTAGE in West Fork Subdivision, Men-

BEAUTIFUL WOODED LOT in Crestline Park Sub in Mentone, 1.19
+/-acre building lot with lots of trees. $54,900.#1836087

ATTENTION LAND LOVERS! Take a look at this 3 acre lot with
gorgeous rock formations,view and a cave! Move fast on this one! Call
today for more details! $59,900. 41837796, #1837795

fronts AL Hwy 117.#1801378

150 FEET OF LAKE FONTAGE FOR $50,000! You will love this
little community close to Little River Canyon National Preserve & Lit-
tle River Falls. Secluded yet only a short drive to town! #21847406

GREAT POSSIBILITIES! This Mentone property offers road front-
age on Hwy 117 in the business/alcohol district. A rare opportunity
as this is one of very few vacant lots in this area! $75,000.4#1801221

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES! This property offers road frontage on
Cove Road in the business/alcohol district. A rare opportunity as this
is one of very few available vacant lots in this area.Adjoins a lot that

BEAUTIFUL BROW PROPERTY located in Lake of the Brow.Just

building today! #21848198

minutes from Little River Canyon. Enjoy beautiful views of Shinbone
Valley below. $79,900 #1792283

BECOME A RESIDENT AT OAKWOOD SUBDIVISION! Two par-
cels SOLD together to make 6.2 acres. Pick out your plans and start

ANOTHER GREAT BUILDING LOT WITH VIEWS! Featuring
3 acres of wooded land in Mentone. AMAZING VIEWS! YES, VIEWS!
$99,000 #21848438

BREATHTAKING VIEWS! Build your new home with BREATHTAK-
ING VIEWS year round! Brow property located in Lake on the Brow on
Lookout Mountain near Little River Canyon. Gorgeous views just min-
utes from Little River Canyon and the falls. Call for an appointment
today! $55,000. #1798542,#1798643,#1798657

Call us today!
256-845-6000
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Words Free

“Painting is silent poetry, and poetry Is

ainting that speaks”
P 9 P —Plutarch

P 1 ay is here and life is abundant. According
to the Farmer’s Almanac, the name for
this month is named after the Roman

goddess Maia, who oversaw the growth of plants.

The flower of May is Lilly of the valley and

symbolizes sweetness or the return of happiness.

This column came to life last month to invite and
share the haiku writing talents of our readers. This is
your column! Be yourself and express yourself or be
anonymous, it matters not. Just try haiku. It is only
3 lines! Surely, we all have time for 3 lines!

**Haiku contain three verses, using a specific
phonetic pattern of five syllables, seven syllables, and
five syllables. Originally, they captured a scene in
the natural world but today haiku can be written to
illustrate anything one is drawn to.

“Poetry can be a kind of meditation”, explains
Rashid Hughes, a Mindfulness and Yoga Teacher,
Restorative Justice Facilitator. He explores how the
art of haiku can bring a sense of peaceful, awe-
inspired expressiveness into our daily lives. “The
gift of haiku is the patience that is invoked and the
wonder”.

Here are three submissions for May from
Groundhog readers:

Bird song in treetop

Makes me turn off radio.

Daily free concerts — (A bird lover)

The grass is now green
Goodbye to the cold winter.
Mower needs gas soon. — (FK]J)

Mother, gave me life.
Always caring, always kind.
Mother, full of love. — (May B.)

Submit your haiku to groundhognews@yahoo.com
before the 15th of the month to meet the deadline
for printing. Adults and kids alike are encouraged to
submit. Set your words free for others to enjoy!!!!

JUNE TOPICS: Father’s Day, Fishing, Picnics, or
anything that you wish to write about! ®
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Three Strings and the Truth (continued from page 1)

by a soldier for a brother-in-arms, by the illustrator
Edwin Forbes. The first plans for building such an
instrument appeared in The American Boy’s Handy
Book by Daniel Carter Beard in 1882 and was later
included in the Boy Scout Handbook.

For my first attempt at building a stringed
instrument, I referred to the article penned by S.H.
Samuels in a 1917 edition of Popular Mechanics entitled
“A Homemade Hawaiian Ukelele”. I was drawn to the
simplicity of the article: the basic wording, the hand-
drawn images, and the assertion that construction costs
would run about 30-cents. That was build number one.
In the 62 that I have made since, mistakes and changes
are frequent, but I try, like Harlan Howard, to remain
true to my spin on his words. My mission is simple:
“make your own instrument, play your own tune.” That
is the simplest way I can put it. Back at’cha Harlan.

Cigar boxes are of similar size and shape, but vary by
dimension, construction materials, and quality. These
characteristics clearly affect the sound. For instance,

a handmade Spanish-cedar box will possess a warmer
tone than an inexpensive machine-made cardboard one.
There are metal boxes and paper-covered fiberboard
boxes as well. Some have magnificent graphics, and
some are quite plain. Though not technically a cigar
box guitar, other incarnations of similar stringed folk
instruments are made using cans (old gallon-sized fuel
and chemical cans), hubcaps, shovels, canoe paddles,
and boxes that once held tools, tea, or as one that I
recently built and sold, popcorn. If you start building
or just paying attention to the possibility of instrument
construction from everyday items, you might be
surprised to discover in yourself the newfound ability

to see the world of junk in a different light, one that
holds endless possibilities for discarded and transformed
detritus. To the ingenious cigar box guitar builder,

the landscape becomes a dumpster filled with treasure
rather than trash. Tuners, the items that strings wind
around at the top (the headstock) of the guitar, can

be hand carved from scrap wood or you can purchase
sophisticated, enclosed-gear, string-locking, metal
devices. The frets of a handmade fretboard can be glued-
to-the-surface toothpicks, large metal staples, cable ties
or nickel-plated machined wires. Bridges and nuts, the
items that the strings pass over at the headstock and
near the tailpiece (at the bottom of the guitar), can be
rusted bolts, recycled hinges, pieces of antler or modern,
molded, metal marvels. You get the picture? Hey, don’t

throw that Mr. Peanut can away; the bottom is a sound
resonator. Found an old rusty shoechorn? Drill holes in it
and turn it into a tailpiece. Got an old leather belt that
you're about to donate to Goodwill? Wait...that can be
a guitar strap. The sky is the limit, or the scrap pile is the
“go-to” when it comes to building a cigar box guitar.

Cigar box guitars became especially popular during
and after the Depression when money was tight but
the desire for musical expression was not. Old-time
blues players like Blind Willie Johnson (1897-1945) and
Lightnin’ Hopkins (1912-1982), were just boys when
they picked up their first guitar: a cigar box guitar.
Blind Willie’s was a one-stringer built for him by his
dad when the youngster was only five. Lightnin’ built
his own from “a cigar box, a piece of plank, and some
screen wire.” Both went on to establish their own unique
style: for Johnson, gospel blues, and, for Hopkins,
electric, talking blues. They are still revered today for
their trailblazing techniques. Sleepy John Estes, Scrapper
Blackwell, Hound Dog Taylor, Big Bill Broonzey: Don’t
recognize those names? Your homework assignment is
to find and listen to these ol” timers who started their
guitar odyssey on a cigar box guitar. Some other famous
guitarists whose names you might know: Carl Perkins,
Roy Clark, Jimi Hendrix, George Benson, Albert King,
and Buddy Guy. Yep, them too. They picked up a cigar
box guitar and the rest, as they say, is history. Extra
credit if you add these dudes to your personal playlist.

So, how can you experience and enjoy the musical
world of the cigar box guitar? Take a trip to Huntsville,
AL and visit The Cigar Box Guitar Store, the ONLY
store IN THE WORLD devoted entirely to cigar
box guitars. It’s located in Lowe Mill Arts and
Entertainment, 2211 Seminole Dr SW, Studio 106
(open Wed-Sat, call for hours, 256-886-8554). Want
to learn to play a cigar box guitar? Stop in The Cigar
Box Guitar Store on any Saturday from noon-2 p.m.
(CT) for a free group lesson, and attend the 20th, and
the world’s longest running, cigar box guitar festival
at Lowe Mill, May 30-June 2, 2024. See The Cigar
Box Serenaders from New Orleans, Debbie Bond and
Radiator Rick, Microwave Dave, and Erin Coburn. The
festival is free, fun, family friendly, and raises funds
for music education in Madison County and northern
Alabama. ®

Frank J. Kenney in a cigar box guitar craftsman at Billy
Goat Guitars in Cloudland, GA.

\

Billy qoat Guitars

Cloudland, qeorgin

handmade stringed folk instruments
— specializing in cigar box guitars

contact Frank at:
billygoatguitars@gmail.com

...look for us at Moon Lake Trading Company on May 18th

AS

MERIT BANK

BETTER BUSINESS BANKING.

Member FDIC | {2} Equal Housing Lender

DIXIE SALY,

Discount Building Materials

3630 Gault Ave. N.
Fort Payne, AL 35967

Business (256) 845-5475
Fax (256) 845-5475

www.dixiesalvage.com

2

FURN

ey

Located in Collinsville, Alabama

CEDAR

The beauty of Hand Crafted Cedar
Traditional or Rustic Styles

POLYWOOD

Weather Resistant = Maintenance Free
High Durability = Stainless Steel Hardware

WALL BEDS ALSO!

alabamaoutdoorfurnitureoutlet.com

256-490-4025

Gift & Wine Shop

Log Cabin Village ® Downtown Mentone

Find us on Facebook
@thegroovygoatmentone

AFFORDZ]; PRICES

Engagement Rings, Wedding Sets,
Diamond Pendants & Earrings, Fashion Rings

WE BUY
DIAMONDS!

PLUS EXPERT JEWELRY REPAIR

SOUTHERN
GOLD & SILVER

1706 Glenn Blvd SW, Fort Payne
(256) 997-7591
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Mentone Ukes

If you provide a

reason and a place...

by Jerry Megli

ne of the things we've learned in our quest to
O continue nurturing this local ukulele group

(besides all things pertaining to ukulele) is
that if you provide people with a satisfying reason to
get together and a welcoming place to get together,
people will gather. In fact, people will come and do
come from near and far to gather, and this begins
to build its own reciprocal energy. The members of
the Mentone Ukes share a common thread initially,
that being the desire to learn and play the ukulele
with others. Once that goal is realized, the members
begin to see that they have more than just ukuleles
in common, and the
awareness of this shared
interest comes through
casual conversation or
overhearing someone
else’s conversation with
another member. It’s
like, “Did I hear you
mention...?” “Could
you show me that
picking technique?”
“What is the name of
that song?” By being
together, they find
they have more in
common than just the
ukulele—a community is
born. Along with their ukulele, people bring their past
experiences to the community, and this includes career
paths, family ties, connections within the Mentone
community itself, diverse musical backgrounds, and so
on, and it all begins to converge at our sessions.

In the early years of the Mentone Ukes, people
tended to show up fifteen minutes ahead of time;
when the session was finished, they would pack up
and leave. We have observed over the years that
people often arrive a half-hour to even an hour early
so they can visit with each other prior to the session;
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when the session is finished, they don’t leave right
away. They visit with one another and share songs,
musical techniques, and tips with each other. So,
the reason to get together beyond the ukulele begins
to expand, but the welcoming place to get together
continues to be
generously provided
by the Moon Lake
Library.

A few years ago,
the Mentone Ukes was
officially designated
as the “House Band
of the Moon Lake
Library,” and it is
a badge we wear
- proudly. The space
provided by the Moon
Lake Library is the
springboard for other
community activities

that the Mentone Ukes
participates in, such as the World’s Longest Yard
Sale at the library, the annual Town of Mentone
lighting of the Christmas tree on the grounds of the
Mentone Inn, the Holiday Open House at the library,
the spring and fall Farmers Market performances,
Mentone Fall Festival performances, the MERF
luncheon entertainment, and occasional porch
picking at Little River Hardware—all of which are
great reasons and welcoming places to gather. It is a
simple formula but it works for us: provide a reason
and a place and community will follow and grow. ®

If you would like to see what this ukulele community might offer you, please join
us at one of our free sessions on May 11th or 25th at 1:00 PM CT at the Moon Lake
Library. Beginners and newcomers of all ages are always welcome to attend (that’s
how most of our members got their start!). You can find us on Facebook (Mentone
Ukes) or on our website, www.mentoneukes.com. For more information, please
contact Debra Fey (debrajfey@gmail.com) or Hank Allen (hank.d.allen@gmail.com).

BOOM TOWN
MARKRERS
MARRKET

Hundwade, sty Nude md
Benilgally Coridod

Artwork « Jewelry » Soaps « Pottery » zkano Socks : Candles
Sculpture « Lighting » Woodwork » Terrariums » Crochet

324 Gault Ave. N. - Fort Payne. AL - in the Historic Sawyer Building - BoomiTownMakersMarket.org - 256-273-6929

Give the gift of
Local Art &

Art Classes
this Mother’s Day.

N{ufe plaws To-wilfoid ..

Relax & Paint
with Riannon Hope
Saturday, May 25

at 2 p.m.

Pottery Class
with Jessica Haigh
Thursday, May 30
at 5:30 p.m.

May is New
Revival at the Post

by Barry Morton

he Patriots Pole. After a quiet winter,
I May is a beehive of activity at the Mentone

American Legion Post 215. I want to call
your attention to the Patriots Pole being carved by
Don Highfield. We've started a digital donation
process for you to help share Don’s expenses. You can
access this site from the Mentone American Legion
FB group page. On Memorial Day, we will dedicate
the carving to all the veterans in our post.

Memories of Mayberry Day in Valley Head.
On Star Wars Day, May the 4th (be with you), we
will have a booth at the Memories of Mayberry Day
in Valley Head. Our booth will have flag pins, red
poppy pins, and encouraging bracelets to hand out.
It will also have $5 and $20 raffle tickets to buy.
The $5 winner will be announced at the end of the
festival with the winner awarded the split of the pot
(50%/50%). The $20 is also a 50/50 split with the
winner awarded $1,000 on Memorial Day, May
27th.

Memorial Day. Besides the Patriots Pole
dedication and the $1,000 giveaway, we will have
a Picnic at the Post providing all veterans with
hamburgers and hotdogs free. The public may
purchase meals also: $10 for a hamburger plate and
$5 for hot dog plate.

Here’s a couple of photos of the Post with the
Patriot Pole. You’'ll notice our new windows provided
by a generous $2,000 donation from my wife,
Lynna.

You can see our continued improvements at our
Mentone American Legion FB Group page. ®

Barry Morton is Commander of the American
Legion Post 215.

The Patriots Pole carved by
Don Highfield. See the detail

in the flag!
The
Fort Payne Rainsville
Store 601 Gault Avenue North 122 Main Street East
Fort Payne, AL 35967 Rainsville, AL 35986
owreosurs FodEx Phone: 256-845-7225 Phone: 256-638-7225
obeomsinong uihoraed ShCerta Fax: 256-845-7796 Fax: 256-638-7225
—aP AL packagestore601@gmail.com
il Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am-5pm | Saturday: 9am-1pm
Copies Shipping Supplies
Business Cards Stamps & Postage
Photos Shipping Experts
Banners International Shipping
Large Format Next Day Delivery
Binding Postal Services

he Farm al

WINDY HILL |

445

ON-FARM MARKET

Open Every Friday, 2-5pm CT
We invite you to stop by our weekly on-farm market and shop our
selection of seasonal produce, 100% grass-fed and finished beef,
pastured pork, pasture-raised eggs, fresh herbs and flowers.

You can call or email us if you have any questions or are interested
in purchasing our products outside of our market hours.

(256)-674-3639 or info@thefarmatwindyhill.com

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook for our most up-to-date

Road 942,

information.

Mentone, AL 35984
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MEREF: Supported by mmunity

by Anna Mae Horn

pril ‘showered” MERF with many blessings.

The annual Taste of the Mountain and Art

Auction was a great success. The community
came together through donations, tickets, art purchases,
and volunteering to raise over $18,000 for MERF
programs and needs! We genuinely appreciate and value
all who made this happen. It’s amazing to watch it all
fall into place like a jigsaw puzzle. Then, look at the
overall picture and see the impact of the funds on the
community.

The week following the event, the MERF Board
of Directors voted to approve funding for Valley
Head Senior Beta Club registration fees at National
Convention. Nine students who excelled at the state
level will be allowed to compete nationally in Savannah,
Georgia, in June. There will still be travel expenses for
the teacher sponsors, and for the students who are able to
go. They are conducting a service-oriented fundraising
drive. Please donate gently used shoes at the MERF
house, Moon Lake Library, Valley Head Town Hall or
Mentone Market.
The Spring Senior Lunch program wrapped up at

the end of April. This is another notable example of
coordinated resources. Moon Lake Baptist Church
graciously allows the use their fellowship hall for most
lunches. Many thanks to Alpine Camp, Mentone
Market, Camp Skyline, the Rhododendron Garden
Club, Mentone Community Church, St Joseph’s On-
The-Mountain, and Camp Laney for providing delicious
meals. The Farm at Windy Hill (coordinating with
Camp DeSoto) and The Hatter Café generously hosted
two of our lunches at their locations. None of this would
be possible without time generously contributed by the
volunteers who serve the lunch. Thank you one and all.

e/
ledve me in mento®

VHS Senior Beta Club students with state awards.

Our next senior gathering will be an outdoor
luncheon next to the sculpture garden at the Mentone
Arts and Cultural Center on May 22. This luncheon
is made possible by a grant to the arts center from the
Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama. We
appreciate Randy Grider, executive director at Mentone
Arts and Cultural Center, for applying for the grant
and pulling everything together! ®

Anna Mae Horn is the executive director of the
Mentone Educational Resources Foundation. For
more information or to volunteer, email MERF.
mentone@gmail.com, call/text 256-635-8775, or visit
MERFhouse.org.

S

Carter Holland Memorial
Scholarship Deadline is May 6!

Two $750 scholarships will be awarded to 2024
graduates living in the Mentone/ Valley Head area.

MERFhouse.org « 256-635-8775 (text/call)

e

Taste of the Mountain was a success

or checks

First Fidelity
—  Bank

The finest traditions of community banking

OPENING SOON!

Services Offered:
e Withdraw cash

e Deposit cash

Drive through
and walk up
are available!

Welcome (o this
First Fidesty Bank ATM
Piaase insert your card.
Por favor| mnserte su taneta. Lo o o

First Fidelity
Bank—

The Finest Traditions of Community Banking

Member

FDIC

22 Douglas St., Mentone, AL — Across the street from the
Mentone Market! The First Fidelity Bank — Main Branch is
located at 1400 Gault Avenue North, Fort Payne, AL
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Rhododendron Garden Club N ews

April Showers Allow Daffodils to Show Off

by Mellanie Tuttle

las, the weather foiled members who were to
A visit the Shirley Miller Wildflower Park. Even
though the trail has a boardwalk, the road
into the park is a challenge to navigate when the rains
have been falling, so the April meeting was held in the
library with a power point presentation on Daffodils by
Martha Wood.

Narcissus is the Latin or botanical name for all
daffodils, but Daffodil is the most common name
for the large yellow trumpet flowers that grace the
landscape when winter is still upon us. The term
Jonquil should only be applied to those daffodils
(Narcissus) in Division 7 which is a specific category
in the classification system of Narcissus. Paperwhites
bulbs are commonly forced to bloom at Christmas.
Lent Lilies is a common name in Britain because the
daffodils bloom during the Lenten season. Around
here, locals call them buttercups, and they start
popping up in the dead of winter brightening the
landscape with pops of yellow. Shakespeare’s rose by
any other name could apply to all of the above, and
they smell just as sweet. For some folks, the odor is
too fragrant and overloads the sinuses!

Critters leave the bulbs and flowers alone since
all parts of the daffodil contain lycorine, a toxic
chemical that can cause nausea, vomiting and
abdominal pain if ingested. Oxalates in the bulb can
cause skin irritation, so handle with care. Some folks
have mistaken the bulbs for onions. Place freshly cut
daffodils in cool water for several hours so the sap
can drain before using them in arrangements with
other flowers. Do not re-cut the stems or the sap will
leak out and wreak havoc.

Daffodils are divided into thirteen divisions
using the Royal Horticultural Society system of

classification. The American Daffodil Society has a
great website with descriptions and pictures of each
division. Daffodil petals are called perianths and

the trumpet part is called the corona. The divisions
are based on the characteristics of the two parts. For
example, in Division 1 - Trumpet Daffodils, One
flower to a stem; corona (“trumpet”) as long as, or
longer than the perianth segments (“petals”). Other
common divisions are Large-Cupped, Small-Cupped,
Double, Triandrus, Cyclamineus, Jonquilla, Tazetta,
Poeticus, and Split Cupped. Bulbocodium Hybrids
have a dominant corona and little bitty perianth
segment, so they look more like a poppy than a
daffodil. There are many options in shape, color, and
size (even miniatures), and by choosing early, mid

and later blooming
varieties of daffodils can pop from January
to May.

After daffodils have flowered, remove just the
head, and let the stem and leaves remain. Bulbs
continue to absorb nutrients for six weeks after
the blooms have died. It may look messy, but it is
imperative for strong, beautiful flowers the following
year. Daffodils can be grown under deciduous
trees since they do their thing before the tree leaves
appear. They do not do well under evergreens.

Plant bulbs in the fall and do not put fertilizer in

the hole when planting. Fertilize and divide when
blooms falter. Daffodils are the best. Just read
Williams Wordsworth poem about the “host of golden
daffodils... fluttering and dancing in the breeze...
tossing their heads in sprightly dance...” ®

Mellanie Tuttle is a member of the Rhododendron
Garden Club.

Join us!

The RGC meets at 10:00 a.m. each month on
the second Tuesday. May is clean-up around
the MERF House so don gloves, hat, work

clothes, bring some tools and join in the fun.

RGC is a member of the National Garden Club,
Deep South, Inc., Garden Club of AL, District Il
and NE AL Federation of Garden Clubs.

Bruce's
X'OODLAND

Home Owned and Operated Since 1979
Fort Payne « Rainsville «Section« Ider « FyffesScottsboro

202 Greenhill Blvd., Fort Payne, AL 35967

We’re Open 7 Days A Week
7am-10pm

256-845-1970

WIC Vouchers
Quantity Rights Reserved

Snap Benefits
None Sold to Dealers

We Feature All This and More!

Gift Cards

Incoming & Outgoing Fax Service
Postage Stamps

Copies

Deli/Bakery

“Choice” Grade Beef

Fresh Seafood

Extended Lines of Gourmet, Specialty and

Diet Food
We Accept
 —
i sterCard
o1 RSOl MasterCard [ T/ A Y | @

Tina Burt,
Owner/Broker

“Sedllie Strickland,
Manager/Guest Services

We've got
everything you need
from hardware,

e dud

MERNEDN E building supplies,
LITTLE RIVER seepiestor
HARDWARE cabins/cottages and

tools to hats, clothing
& more!

-

Stop by to get some
of Sally’s Homemade |
Ice Creams today! |

Open Mon - Fri: 8am - 5pm
Sat: 9am - 4pm e Closed Sunday

NS

| ||tt|er|verhardware com ® 256-634-4757
5190 Highway 117 ¢ Mentone, AL

a

N

Brown’s
Cleaning

&Laund

“Continuous service by the
same family since 1933”

FULL LAUNDRY SERVICE

817 Gault Ave. N.,
Fort Payne, AL 35967

(256) 845-3241

Open Monday through Friday, 7:30-5:30

e Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning

¢ Fire Restoration & Odor Removal

¢ Wedding Gown Preservation

e Feather Pillow Cleaning & Re-ticking
e Bedding & Household Items

MOUNTAIN

GETAWAYS

Licensed Property Management Company
Cabin Rentals
Come stay with us on the mountain!

888-

info @ mentonemountaingetaways.com
www.mentonemountaingetaways.com

920-8445

PO. Box 325, Mentone, AL 35984
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A Film, Chalk Art, Concert, and an Art Show

by Juli Jordan

’ I Yhe merry month of May begins
with the first chalk mural on the
newly installed MAKE YOUR

MARK ON MENTONE Chalkboard.

That same week, Bollywood

comes to Mentone. The

third weekend of May
features a concert by Will

Dooley on Friday evening

and the Big Art Pop on

Saturday. The art-for-arts-

sake season has begun!

Many of you may
have noticed the construction of the
chalkboard on the grounds of the
Mentone Inn. Make Your Mark on
Mentone is a public art project funded
by Alabama State Council on the Arts,
with generous donations from Mentone
Inn, Dixie Salvage, Builders Supply
Company, Lesa and David Cummings,
Hoot Owl Hollow, and Pat Martin.

Beginning April 30 and continuing
the morning of May 1, internationally
known chalk artist Ivann Garc will
“make his mark” on Mentone. Ivan is
known for his 3D chalk art. We saw a
glimpse of his mural concept in March.
You will want to see it!

Chalk artists enjoy an interactive
audience, so pull up a chair in front of
the Make Your Mark on Mentone stage
on the grounds of the Mentone Inn and
ask him questions or cheer him on! We

will be live streaming as well, so stay
tuned to the LRAC Facebook page.

Why Chalk Art?
The concept for Make Your Mark on
Mentone (MYMoM) originated in the

LITTLE RIVER

COUNCIL

sidering the temporary nature of chalk art.

aftermath of the Hitching Post fire as a
tribute to our lost historic structures, to
honor the past and envision the future for
Mentone. It is loosely based on a public
art project that originated in
New Orleans after Katrina
and was adopted in cities
across the world.

The chalkboard idea
evolved from a temporary
installation to a permanent
structure. That is an
interesting evolution con-

ARTS

Initially, we were intent on preserving
the chalk murals as best we could, with
thoughts of plexiglass or isinglass. And
then, the professional chalk artists came
to town, speaking poetically about how
they loved the process of chalk art:
design conception, creating the mural,
interacting with onlookers, and even the
degradation of the mural. They love how
it evolves, how nature changes it, how
humans change it.

Chalk artist Eduin Rosell says, “As
a chalk artist, you have to understand
that your art — no matter how much
effort you put into it — is going to
disappear... So, you have to be able
to realize that things are going to
disappear, they’re going to break down,
they’re going to be gone.”

So, you could say that chalk art is
about embracing the now. So, let’s give it
a big hug. Now!

We hope to foster this conversation
throughout the year. ®

Juli Jordan is president of the Little
River Arts Council.

Chalk Artists Dates:

JUNE - Sonya Clemmons
JULY - Lacy Hope Dobbs
AUGUST - Caroline Moore

SEPTEMBER - Jessi Queen

BOLLYWOOD
COMESTO
MENTONE

May 2nd, Bollywood is coming

to Mentone! Yash Gonsai, son of
Rupesh Gonsai, owner of Mountain
Top Grocery in Cloudland, GA, is

the Executive Producer of Last Film
Show which was nominated for

a 2023 Academy Award for Best
Foreign Film. LRAC and Mentone Arts
Center are partnering to share this
beautiful film with the community.
The Gonsai family will graciously
serve a tasting of traditional Indian
food to complement the film. Seating
is limited. RSVP to LRAC via Facebook
messenger or email.

WILL DOOLEY CONCERT
and BIG ART POP UP

Returning the third week in May is a Music for the People concert with Will Dooley
and Parker Thomas. Join us Friday, May 17, 6-9 p.m. at Linger Longer Pavilion
behind the Mentone Inn. Bring your camp chairs and enjoy music under the stars
with one of Mentone’s favorites. At the same location, Saturday May 18, 10 a.m. —
3 p.m., it's the Big Art Pop Up with area artists and makers ready to celebrate
Spring! See what they created during those frigid winter months!

LINGER LONGER PAVILION
MENTONE, ALABAMA

SATURDAY,
MAY 18

gt fd 10a.m.-3 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 17 * 6-9 P.M.
SPONSORED BY THE MENTONE INN AND LITTLE RIVER ARTS COUNCIL.
MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY THE ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS AND ‘
THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS. ‘. )

AT THE MENTONE INN - 6139 AL-117, MENTONE

5872 AL HIGHWAY 117

SALADS, SANDWICHES & PIZZA
PREPARED FOODS * LOCAL ART & GIFTS « CRAFT BEER * WINE

PH. 256-634-4686

“Quality & Service You Can Build With !”

BUILDERS SUPPLY CO, INC.
I YANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

Fort Payne Scottsboro Sylvania

611 Godfrey Ave. S.
Ph: (256) 845-1451
Fax: (256) 845-5692

615 East Willow St.
Ph: (256) 259-2211
Fax: (256) 259-0159

22916 Sylvania Ave. S,
Ph: (256) 638-2244
Fax: (256) 638-9706

Looking to Buy or Sell
on the Mountain?
Please give me a call,

I would love to help you!

# .‘_ o Knowledgable of the area and its
people through many sales and love
and appreciation of the mountain

o Large database with many repeat
customers and contacts made
88 through her career
o Member of FMLS, GA MLS
and Valley MLS
o Specialized in lake,
mountain and permanent
residences

((lsrpecializing in @Aountain & ‘Lgkefmnt %perues

Becky Woodard reacror®
becky@hardyrealty.com

706-291-4321 | 706-506-0777

Mark Mitchell, Agent
17174 Broad Street
Henagar, AL 35978
Bus: 256-657-6252

mark.mitchell.b2gl@statefarm.com

1601561

o StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual
Dallas, TX

Join the millions who
protect their cars with

us. It's one more way I'm
here to help life go right.”
CALL ME TODAY

FOR A QUOTE.

Rocg To Poberg
Belinda Watrous

Potter/Owner

5895 AL-Hwy. 117
Mentone, AL 35984
Across from Mentone Market

of Mentone

256-630-4165

rockytopottery@gmail.com
Rocky Top Pottery on Facebook

Handmade Potbery
from the Hearbt
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Valley Head Happenings

by Mayor Karen Vest

as Mayor of Valley Head. I hope to

use this column each month to bring
more awareness to the Town of Valley
Head and all we have to offer our citizens,
neighbors, and visitors to this beautiful
corner of NE Alabama.

May 4, 2024, is our 7th Annual
Memories of Mayberry Festival which
will take place around Valley Head’s
town square. The festival begins at 9:00
a.m. and will run until approximately
5:00 p.m.

Mayberry’s favorite characters Floyd
the Barber (Alan Newsome), Deputy
Barney Fife (Anthony Wood), and Aunt
Bea (Alisha McElhaney) will be strolling
the streets of Mayberry again this year.
Have your photo taken with them and
in front of Barney’s patrol car. We will
also have our jail in front of town hall,
so be thinking of who you would like to
“lock up.”

Our 2024 festival t-shirts feature
the new slogan of “Reminiscing about
Mayberry in Valley Head, AL.” We have
both dusty pink and bright blue to choose
from, and they will be on sale for only
$15.00 for sizes Small through X-Large
and $20.00 for sizes 2X through 4X. All
previous years’ shirts will be on sale for
only $5.00.

Whitney Tinker will open the festival
by singing the National Anthem. The
main stage, located on the field in
front of town hall, will also feature The
Sharps, a Christian gospel group, and
the band Stranded, a country rock band.
Performing in front of the pavilion on
Commerce Avenue will be a square
dance club.

Numerous food trucks including
Southern Comfort Food, Mi Pizza, Jus’
Corn, D’s Dogs, and A & R Concessions
will be selling tasty meals. Also, numerous
baked goods and candy vendors will be on
hand. Valley Head’s own Tiger’s Inn will
also be open for lunch that day.

It is an honor and privilege to serve

There will be approximately 40
vendors selling numerous home-made
items such as wood crafts, jewelry, hand
crochet animals, kitchen potholders,
farmhouse décor, Scentsy, hand crafted
artisan soaps and resins, barn quilts and
porch signs, and much more.

This year’s festival will also once again

feature a classic car Cruise-In which
will take place all along Commerce
Avenue and Winston Street. Be sure to
walk around the corner to see all of the
beautiful cars.

If you plan to enter the pie-baking
contest, please have your pies at town
hall by 9:00 a.m. that morning. Judges
will award 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place to
the lucky winners. Don’t forget to also
enter Aunt Bea’s Homemade Dill Pickle
contest. You may bring your pickles
any day prior to the festival or by 9:00
a.m. on that Saturday. Ribbons will be
awarded for Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place.
There are no fees to enter the pie or
pickle contest.

We will feature numerous children’s
activities including pony rides, children’s
train ride, blow-up slide and bouncy

house, Stacy Moon the balloon man, and

so much more.

Bring your entire family for a day
that’s sure to be filled with fun. For
more information, please check out our
Face Book page, Memories of Mayberry
Festival. This year’s proceeds will go into
the Town of Valley Head Events and
Festivals Fund.

Valley Head holds their Town
Council meeting the first Monday of
each month beginning at 6:00 p.m. The
public is always welcome to attend.

In closing, I am so excited to share
our news with you. I am so proud to call
Valley Head home and hope you will

come visit us soon. ®

ALLIANCE
FOR DADE

It's Free for Everyone!

B

3:30PM - 6:30PM

DADE ELEMENTAR
For our 1st Annual \FETERIA

Tourism Expo and
discover the wonderful
attractions,
restaurants, shops,
lodging & natural
beauty of Dade County.

306 Wolverine Drive

Trenton GA 30752

DOOR PRIZES @
GIVEAWAY.

REALTOR

256.276.8422

I love matching people to
the property of their dreams!

CENTURY 21 seLiora

256.999.0318 | 706.657.3000

Mayberry

—VALLEY HEAD - ALABAMA—

Saturday, May 4, 2024
Starting at 9 a.m.

Proceeds benefit the Valley Head Events and Festivals fund.

For more information, Call 256-899-3776 or 256-635-6814 or Email
VHTownHall@farmerstel.com

www.ValleyHeadAlabama.com

Y'all come on out o' a day of jun!

E i From the
§¢ owners of

Now Open & Selling Charmlng
Gifts and Baked Goods!

A great variety of Freshly
Baked Goods including
Breads, Desserts,

Cookies, Scones, Bunt
Cakes with Various
Toppings & Take-out

Homemade Soups

Bakery & Gift
Shop Hours
Friday-Sunday: 8am-2pm

The Hatter Cafe
& Country Inn

4277 AL Hwy 117 | Mentone, Alabama

Breakfast / Lunch
Thursday—Monday S8AM—2prPm

Dinner
Friday—S aturday 5-8epm

 (256) 634-2018
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Mentone Arts Center
Art Classes and Events; Saluting David

and Lesa Cummings
by Randy Grider

e have several exciting classes and events in
the coming weeks.
Thanks to a grant from the Community
Foundation of Northeast Alabama, Mentone Arts Center
will host the MERF seniors on May 22 for an outdoor
luncheon next to the sculpture garden. For additional
information on the luncheon, please contact MERF.

On Saturday, June 1, we will host another Paint Like
Bob Ross class from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The class is taught
by Certified Bob Ross Instructor Gary Grider. Tuition
is $100 per person and includes all materials needed to
create your own 16x20 painting.

The next Music on the Mountain Songwriters
Series will be Tuesday, June 4 from 6:30 to 8:30
p-m. The event is hosted by award-winning singer-
songwriter and Mentone resident Craig Hendricks. It
is free to the public.

We also are excited to announce artist/ instructor
Bradley Wilson is coming to Mentone for a fabulous
two-day class, June 22 and 23. Tuition is $195 plus a $20
materials fee. The Paper, Paint, and Play class is limited
to 10 students. This class is open to all skills levels.

About the class: Using simple materials, such as
decorative papers and acrylic paint, students will
explore image-making that emphasizes creative
expression and exploration. “Play” is the name of the
game in this class, and students will learn how to
approach the creative process with a spirit of adventure
and joy. Skills and Techniques to be Covered/Taught:
Collage, Color, Composition, Intuitive Creating, and
Finding your Muse!

About the instructor: Wilson was born in
Chattanooga, in 1970. He is a visual artist and author
who makes paintings, drawings, and prints. He teaches
studio art and art history part-time at Lee University
and Dalton State College and conducts regular
painting workshops at a variety of venues. He resides in
Charleston, Tennessee.

Photographers David and Lesa Cumming are our
Artists of the Month for May.

David and Lesa met on the beach in the 1970s.
They each had a camera and took pictures of each
other before saying hello for the first time. During their

AL~
MENTONE
ARTS ano CULTURAL
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years in Anniston while David practiced dentistry,
Lesa planned two or three trips a year to get out of
the routine and make images on their travels. So far,
they’ve photographed 68 countries. They have given
talks about how they each come back with different
bodies of work after being together on a trip. Their
approach to imaging shows their individual visions.

One of their main photographic interests is being
members of the Royal Photographic Society of Great
Britain. They have met the group in Paris to see
historic images in the collection of France’s Bibliotique
Nationale, and David has lectured twice to the Society
about his photographic work and interests. He has had
prints in their yearly International Print Exhibition
and authored articles for the Journal of the Royal
Photographic Society.

When trips were canceled in 2020 during Covid,
they bought a Mentone cottage to have a place to go
a couple of nights a week. Last May, they looked at a
larger Mentone house on a whim and suddenly decided
that living full-time in Mentone wouldn’t be too bad.
They love the community, the people, and the vibe.

Last spring before they knew they were going to
move to Mentone, Lesa and David got involved in a
book project with Deedee Morrison and Elizabeth
Thornell. “Hidden Mentone” is a book of color images
that show the beauty and wonder of Mentone’s ‘private’
places that weekend visitors and summer camp parents
don’t get to see — the interiors of the inns, the private
homes, and the secret places in the outdoors that are
a huge part of Mentone and its history. They are glad
that when they presumed to become Mentonians, they
were able to bring a work of interest that would benefit
the community. ®

Randy Grider is executive director of the nonprofit
Mentone Arts and Cultural Center. He can be reached via
email at mentoneartscenter@gmail.com or by phone at 256-

674-3360.

Bradley Wilson art

David and Lesa Cummings
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1605 Hillcrest Ave NW, Fort Payne, AL 35968
- $210,000

Under Construction - New
Construction in Fort Payne!
Welcome Home to a 3 BD, 2 BA
cottage in Downtown Fort
Payne. This home boasts a living
room with vaulted ceiling, &
spacious kitchen with island.

many purposes.

————————— e

- ——

YUilsore
(256) 845-1530

Find us online at wilsonrealty1.com

randy@wilsonrealty1.com

3745 County Road 166, Fort Payne, AL 35967 * $265,000

Rustic Stone Cottage on the Brow near Desoto
State Park and Mentone. Stone walls, exposed
log beams and stone wood burning fireplace
with the "Old Mentone Look". Detached
pavilion and detached carport/shop included.
New roof and bath updated. Great view from

'| this 2.3 acre lot. Great for weekend rentals!

G i
.%ea@

213 Grand Ave SW, Fort Payne, AL 35967

“

4140 Citadel Rock Road, Fort Payne, AL 35967
i3 $95,000

DeSoto Bluffs - Brow lot on
Citadel Rock Road on Lookout
Mtn. 2.6 Acres overlooking
North Fort Payne. Septic Tank
already installed. Restricted
Community with large lots.

721 County Road 116, Fort Payne, AL 35988 ¢ $1,900,000

A true Gem. 9 BR 9.5 BA Greek Revival style home. Located on 57 +/- acres with two well stocked ponds. This home
is well appointed with a full commercial style kitchen, marble floors, lounge with bar, and wine cellar. There is also a
newly constructed 36x20 outdoor living area with fireplace and kitchenette. The property is beautiful with rolling
pasture land that is fenced and well maintained. This property offers a working barn and utility buildings that will serve

1

. 4 re

Randy B. Wilson,
Broker

256-997-6972

randy@wilsonrealty1.com

Bl

We Put Buyers and Sellers Together!

6512 County Road 78, Fort Payne, AL 35967 * $212,000

Brick Home on Lookout Mountain. Home has
3 BR and 2 BA. Features 1.3 acres w/ shaded

5| trees and fenced yard. Home has an attached
e | Jouble carport, covered porch and covered
deck. There is a detached storage building in
the fenced area of the yard with ample space
to store or work

1344 East Main Street, Centre, AL 35960
$145,000

2 Bedroom 1 bath home
recently remodeled and ready
&l | to move in. Home is located
close to schools and shopping.
| Make this yours today before its
gone!

EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR OPRFORTUNITY

|

i I

Beau M. Wilson,
Associate Broker

256-844-7298

beau@wilsonrealty1.com
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Moon Lake Library

Guest Speaker Tim McIntosh

by Hayley Croft

he Moon Lake Library will
host a special guest speaker,
Tim Mclntosh, on May 10,

2024, at 6:30 p.m. Mclntosh is the
host of a podcast called “The Play’s the
Thing,” the ultimate resource for lovers
of William Shakespeare’s plays, as well
as a co-host of “Close Reads: A Podcast
for the Incurable Reader.” Tim taught
classics at Gutenberg College for 10
years. He is currently Creative Director
at Westfall Gold in Atlanta, Georgia.
Tim is an actor and playwright
whose scripts have been awarded and
performed across the country. As
a playwright, he has won multiple
commissions and awards. Most
recently, he was named a finalist
for the 2018 Neil Simon New
Play Contest. He is a produced
screenwriter and has written for some
of the most successful non- and for-
profit businesses in the world. As a
professional speechwriter, his scripts
have center-pieced multi-million-dollar

Tim Mclintosh

and Integrity.” Shakespeare obsessed
over kings and queens and how they
ruled. This talk will discuss what we
can learn from good, bad, and crazy
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May 2024
at Moon Lake Library

Weekly Meet-Ups: CHESS on Tuesdays at 1; KNITTING and CROCHET
Tuesdays at 2; SCRABBLE Wednesday at noon.

May 3 « 6 p.m. Family Game Night - Bring a snack to share and we’'ll
enjoy board games and cards at the library.

May 4 . 10:30 a.m. Little Library Learners, children ages 3-7. We'll
share information with parents and guardians about our summer
reading program and signing up for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library,
sponsored by Friends of Moon Lake Library.

May 9 « 3 p.m. Monthly public meeting of the municipal board, followed
by the Friends of Moon Lake Library board at 4 PM

May 10 « 6:30 p.m. Featured speaker Tim Mclntosh of the Close
Reads podcast, who will discuss “What Makes a Great Leader?
Shakespeare on Power and Integrity.”

May 11 - 10:30 a.m. Moon Lake Library Book Club - Our theme this
month is MYSTERIES. Bring a favorite to share with the group.

May 11 « 1 p.m. Mentone Ukes offer free ukulele lessons for all

fundraising events across the nation. experience levels.

Tim’s talk will be on “What Makes
a Great Leader? Shakespeare on Power

rulers in Shakespeare’s plays. ®
Hayley Croft is a member of the

May 18 « 10 a.m.-3 p.m. The Big Book Sale - Shop our annual spring
municipal library board.

book sale, when we drag out ALL the used books. $2 hardcover/$1
paperback/ 25¢ DVDs.

May 18 « 10:30 a.m. Little Library Learners, children ages 3-7. We'll
share information with parents and guardians about our summer
reading program and signing up for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library,
sponsored by Friends of Moon Lake Library.

“YOU CAN NEVER GET ENOUGH

BOOKS

INTO THE HANDS
OF ENOUGH
CHILDREN

May 21 « 6 p.m. Art Critique and Discussion Group with Mikel Yeakle,
sponsored by Little River Arts Council. Let’s talk about art. Artists, please
bring a piece or two to share.

May 25 « 1 p.m. Mentone Ukes offer free ukulele lessons for all
experience levels.
Moon Lake Library
4607 Hwy 117 « Mentone, AL « 256-634-2127
Tuesday-Friday 12-4:30 p.m « Saturday 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
moonlakelibrary.org « books@moonlakelibrary.org

INSPIRE A LOVE
OF READING

Enroll your child in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
and get a FREE BOOK every month until their 5th birthday.

“ Our daughter LOVES READING and being read to,
and the VARIETY she receives from the ¢ I
Imagination Library is a SIGNIFICANT part of this ” ‘

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a love of reading by gifting
books free of charge to children from birth to age five, through funding shared by Dolly
Parton and local community partners in the United States, United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia and Republic of Ireland.

Sponsored by
Friends of Moon Lake Library

Scan QR code to enroll your child online
or stop by the library for registration info.

Take the library with you on
your next workout!

RIVER RIDGE ESCAPE

Delivering Custom Tiny Homes Nationwide or to Our Communities

f ¥ . r

5
mindful

L
i

The library reading app
& Konsiore

__TRY OUR FAMOUS TOMATO PIE

e e 3,
—— T & HOMEMADE DESSERTS!
After Little River Escape Tiny Home Community was named one of the top six communities &L > o o
to downsize in by U.S. News & World Report, this community has become fully occupied and
folks have come from 12 different states to live within our community.

With Little River Escape being such a success, we have decided to embark on a new journey
by creating River Ridge Escape Tiny Home Dealership. At the dealership, tiny homes are
available to tour and purchase. RRE is now delivering across the nation and also developing
other communities to bring more folks to Lookout Mountain.
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River Ridge Escapes now has nine tiny home communities near and atop Lookout Mountain in NW 7

Georgia and NE Alabama. There are several Airbnb Tiny Homes in our various locations to come
experience tiny home living, downsizing, the community, and explore the surrounding areas.

Come Experience Tiny Living on Lookout Mountain!

Tours of River Ridge Escape’s Tiny Homes — Mon-Fri 10-5 ET or by appointment.

8021 Highway 48, Menlo, GA 30731 RiverRidgeEscapes.com (706) 936-0007 Q
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Bob Baty (continued from page 1)

voice recording of their informal conversation. She was
accompanied by her long-time partner Rickey Baty,
who is Bob’s cousin.

The Baty family has lived in the Mentone area
since the turn of the 20th century. Robert “Bob”
Glenn Baty, Jr. was born in 1941. His grandparents,
Robert Norace Baty and Josie Smith Baty, came to
the area from Georgia and raised nine children. Seven
generations of Batys have now called Mentone home.

Bob Baty attended Moon Lake School through
the eighth grade and graduated from Valley Head
High School, where he played football. He earned a
football scholarship to the University of Chattanooga
and served in the U.S. Army for two years during the
Vietnam Woar.

His father Robert “Glenn” Baty, Sr. (1917-1987)
had worked for the Davenports’ Valley Head Lumber
Company. When Glenn had the opportunity to buy
their equipment, he started his own sawmill in Fort
Payne. A few years later, he moved the stationary mill
to the Bankhead community on County Road 642, on
land his grandfather had purchased.

It was a family business from the start. Beginning at
age 12, Bob spent summers working at the mill doing
safe, simple tasks such as raking sawdust as wood was
being milled. One story he told Max involved a jug of
whiskey that he had found hidden in a pile of sawdust.
He began moving it to different locations, much to the
aggravation of its owner.

Rickey recalled a day in the 1970s after his brother,
Edward, quit school at age 14 and began working at
the mill. “When the truant officer came to the sawmill
in search of Edward,” Rickey said, “Bob’s daddy asked
him, “Would you rather he run the roads or work here,
because he’s sure not interested in school.” That was the
last time they ever saw the truant officer.

Many know Glenn’s brother, John Baty (1936-
2022), as the author of a series of books about life on
the mountain. John worked at the sawmill during the
summers while he was attending the University of
Alabama. “He and Sue were married while he was still
in school,” Bob told Max. “One summer, on John’s
first day of work, he brought some SlimFast for lunch
because he said he needed to lose some weight. His job
was to offbear, so everything that came through, he
had to handle it. The next morning, he arrived with
a paper sack full of food. He said, ‘Heck, you can’t
offbear a sawmill with just a SlimFast for lunch!””

Bob recalled that his uncle, Onzie Smith, and
Onzie’s sons, Donny and Danny, took turns running
the nailer. “One day Onzie nailed his toe to the pallet,”
he said. “The two boys sat down and said, “We need a
break, old man. Just hang out there.’” You ain’t never
heard such cussing. They got him loose some way or
another.”

“Another time,” Bob said, “Houston Marks shot
a nail through his finger. I took him down to Doctor
Quimby in Valley Head. Back then, Doc closed on
Thursdays, and Coleman closed the drug store on
Thursdays. Coleman had a lot with a camper on Lake
Weiss, and they’d head down there Wednesday night
and fish the next day. This was a Wednesday, and the
office was full. The doctor gave Houston a shot and
then got a pair of rusty old pilers from his tackle box
he had ready for the lake and pulled out the nail. We

BARGAIN DEPOT

OutdoorPoly™ available NOW!

@ £

Comes in Red, Blue,
White, Grey & Brown

LY

256-273-6877

4306 Williams Ave. NE
Fort Payne, AL 35967

Grey Only

FUNERAL HOME
CREMATORY

Call today to discuss

your family’s needs.

(256) 845-9150

3801 Gault Avenue North
Fort Payne, AL 35967

www.wilsonfhinc.com

Mike Leath, Caleb Roberts,
Amy Justice & Ronnie Highfield

Our staff members
will take care of
your loved one every
step of the way.
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were nearly back up
to Mentone when
Houston said, ‘T ain’t
never seen a doctor
like that.” I said, ‘No
and you probably
never will again.’
“Doctor Quimby
took care of me
when I was 10
years old and had
rheumatic fever,”
Bob recalled. “T had
to stay in bed for 10
weeks. I couldn’t take
one step. I laid there, because the other option was to
stay in the hospital. The doctor or his nurse, who lived
down River Road, would come by once a week to give
me a shot of penicillin. I learned how to embroider
using punch boards while I laid there in bed. I was
in 3rd grade and missed about half of the year. Miss
Lyday was going to fail me, but the principal, I think it
was Winfred Smith, told her to go ahead and pass me.
“There were always fiddles and banjos in the
sawmill’s office,” said Bob. “Daddy played banjo and
the kids would sing. Daddy had a fiddle he’d get out
every once in a while, but he wasn’t very good at it
and Mama would shut him down. My brother Jimmy
played the guitar. We had a big old piano at the house,
and folks would come by to play music. Old Hayward
Hester the barber was one, and also Katherine
Dempsey, who lived in Menlo. We’d go pick her up
with her little girl Pam. Katherine played piano at the
state line dances on the weekends.”
Bob’s father, Glenn, was known for his expertise
in the game of checkers, sometimes playing for many

Glenn Baty

ey
Ed

Painting of the sawmill by Jimmy Frazier

hours at a time and even playing in tournaments.
“There was a fellow in Valley Head that built cabinets,”
said Bob, “and my mama got him to build Daddy a
checkerboard for Christmas. After Daddy died, she
gave me the checkerboard and checkers. I had a table
made from it. It’s walnut wood for the dark and ash for
the light color. It’s a pretty complicated game. Daddy
loved it and was pretty good. He liked to play people
he couldn’t beat. That’s the only way he could learn
anything.”

After Glenn’s death, Bob ran the mill and eventually
his son, Scott, helped him. Many of the area’s houses,
especially on the western brow, were constructed with
rough-sawn lumber from Baty’s mill. When Bob and
his wife, Maxine, built their house in 1972, all of the
framing lumber, decking, and subfloor came from the
mill. The company shut down in 2000, as business
wasn’t supporting the expense of modernizing the
equipment. Scott continues to work with timber.

Max Mitchell had planned to ask Bob to talk about
what meals were like around the family dining table. She
also planned to ask him to speak about “what he would
tell the future.” Most of Bob’s stories will now rest solely
with the family and friends who know them. ®

The interviews hosted by MAPA are posted on a
YouTube channel called “Historic Mentone Alabama.”

If you would like to conduct an oral history to post to the
channel, please contact me at kelly.leavitt@yahoo.com. A
cover story about Glenn Baty can be found in the August
1986 issue of The Groundhog at MERFhouse.org. John
Baty’s books can be found at Moon Lake Library.

Editor’s Note: If you have another of Bob’s stories,
or one of your own that you would like to share, please
submit an article or a letter to the editor using the contact
information on page 2.

SCAN ME
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- Business Law
- Real Estate Law

LAW OFFICES OF
THOMAS J. SKINNER, IV, LLC

- Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts, & Probate Matters

- Real Estate Tax Sales and Redemptions
- General Civil Litigation

Open most
Wednesdays

from 9am to 4pm,
or by appointment.

No representation is made that
the quality of the legal services
to be performed is greater than
the quality of legal services
performed by other lawyers.

Valley Head 166 Commerce Avenue | 256-674-1111

lawtjs.com
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All times are central unless otherwise noted.
Calendar entries are subject to change.

May 2 « Ponderosa Golf Tournament ¢ Registration is OPEN
for Ponderosa’s 21st Annual Legacy for Life Golf Tournament
Fundraiser! Join us at Lil Mole Run Golf Course. Let’s tee off
for a cause and raise funds for the Foster Kids Camp and
beyond! Lunch and Door Prizes at 11 a.m. Shot Gun Start

at 12 noon. Best Ball Scramble. Can't swing a golf club? No
worries! Make a donation today and support the legacy we are
building for foster kids. Let’s make a positive impact together!
Register, sponsor, or donate - every contribution counts. Visit
our website for more details and to be part of this meaningful
day. Together, we can make a difference! ponderosabiblecamp.
com/charity-golf-tournament.

May 3, 4 « 32nd Annual Wildflower Saturday * Wildflower
Saturday is held in DeSoto State Park the first Saturday

of May. Learn about the many species of blooming plants
found on Lookout Mountain. Choose to stay the whole
weekend, or just come for the day to enjoy the hikes and
programs. Weekend starts off with a welcome social and guest
speaker program on Friday night, a day full of hikes to choose
from and a guest speaker on Saturday night. Free and open to
everyone. No preregistration required. Groups over 10, please
RSVP.

May 4 « Memories of Mayberry ¢ Join the Town of Valley
Head on the first Saturday of May for a great day for the whole
family! There will be a cruise in, food, fun, entertainment, and
more. Special guest Barney Fife. Activities around the square
and in the field across from Town Hall. 9 a.m. 256-899-3776
or 256-635-6814.

May 4 « Gene Watson at the Pickin Post ¢ Concert with
country music legend Gene Watson, referred to by his peers as
“the singer’s singer” at the Pickin’ Post. Special guest will be
Cross Road. General Admission Seats; not assigned.

May 5 ¢ Cinco de Mayo Day ¢

May 10 ¢ 17th Annual Mayor’s Cup Terrapin Hills Country
Club e Join the Fort Payne Chamber of Commerce at Terrapin
Hills. $600 a team - Hole $150 - Mulligans $5/each - 4 max
per person. Lunch Included | Beer Cart | Cash Prizes | Door
Prizes | Goody Bags. There will be an 8 a.m. or a 1 p.m. tee off
time.

May 10 « Campfire Talk: Discover Alabama’s Frogs & Toads!
¢ Join us for a fun campfire talk in the Great Outdoors!
Embark on an adventure into the diverse world of Alabama’s
amphibians! Join Guest Naturalist Jamie Rogers to learn

more about Alabama’s frogs and toads, their similarities, and
their differences. We will also learn how to identify some of
these species. 8 p.m. DeSoto State Park. Campfire Ring in the
Improved Campground (next to site 93. In case of inclement
weather will be located in the CCC Pavilion in picnic area).
Free and open to everyone, no pre-registration required.

For any details about the talk, email Brittney.Hughes@dcnr.
alabama.gov

May 10 - 11 « The Spectacular Drive-in Laser Light Show -
Double Feature! ¢ Prepare for an evening of spellbinding laser
lights and iconic music for just $39 per vehicle at the VFW.
Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended to ensure
your participation in this unique event! https://www.freshtix.
com/events/ftpaynelasers

May 11 « Spring Plant Sale ¢ Clint Croxton’s Nursery and
Wild Place Homestead will be hosting a Spring Plant Sale at
Clint Croxton's Nursery (Soil ‘N Green.) The sale will be from
9a.m. - 2 p.m. The location is 40993 US Hwy 11. There will
be other vendors and vegetables, flowers, herbs, carnivorous
plants, and natives for sale.

May 11 « May on the Mountain Bluegrass Festival in
Henagar ¢ Henagar City Park. Artists will perform on the back
porch of the cabin from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Free admittance
with vendors available for purchase of food, drinks, and crafts!
Be sure to bring a lawn chair to enjoy a full day of fun and
Bluegrass music!

May 11  Cody Renfroe Rod Run ¢ Join us for a day full of
great times, sharp cars, and awesome food. Crossville Town
Park 1to 5 p.m.

May 11 « Sandstone Glade Hike ¢ Sandstone Glade Hike.

A glade is an open area where the bedrock is at or near the
surface, and where soils are so thin, trees and shrubs find it
difficult to grow, yet you'll find thriving, rare, and unique plant
communities that depend on the chemistry and conditions the
environments provide. Learn about this unique environment
and explore the glades in DeSoto State Park. Approximately
1.10 miles round trip: 1-3 p.m. Meet at DeSoto’s Country

Store on County Road 89 Free and open to everyone, no
preregistration required. Weather-dependent, please call the
Lodge at 256.845.5380 beforehand to check on status of hike.
Contact Brittney.Hughes@dcnr.alabama.gov for any details.

May 11 « Park After Dark-Night Walk ¢ DeSoto State Park.
We will be using our senses to discover what can be seen,
heard, or even smelled on this fun hike! About the walk:

we will be on the cabin road and go to the frog pond, near
DeSoto’s South entrance. All ages welcome, children must
be supervised. Meet at DeSoto’s Lodge. Free and open to
everyone, no preregistration required. Weather-dependent,
please call the Lodge at 256-845-5380 beforehand to check
the status of the walk. Contact Brittney.Hughes@dcnr.
alabama.gov for any details.

May 12 « Happy Mother’s Day ¢

The Groundhog - 13

May Commnity Events

May 16 ¢ Adventure Hike - DeSoto Falls Basin ¢ Set out on
an adventure hike with DeSoto State Park staff to the bottom
of one of Alabama’s tallest waterfalls, DeSoto Falls! Meet at
DeSoto Falls Trailhead on County Road 613. Free and open to
everyone, no preregistration required. Weather-dependent,
please call the Lodge at 256-845-5380 beforehand to check
on status of hike. Email Brittney.Hughes@dcnr.alabama.gov
for more info.

May 16 - 19 « US 11 Antique Alley Yard Sale ¢ Follow the
scenic U.S. Highway 11 from Meridian, MS to Bristol, VA for
more than 500-miles of yard sales! Explore charming historic
communities and downtown districts like the 1889 boom town
district of Fort Payne, Alabama. 888-805-4740 & 877-871-
1386. www.visitlookoutmountain.com

May 17 « Henagar Volunteer Fire Department Auction
Fundraiser « Henagar Community Center at 6 p.m. The Fire
Department members have been going around and collecting
donations from businesses around the county for the auction
as well as two tickets from Alabama Adventure & Splash
Adventure! Be sure to come out and enjoy a fun night and
support your local fire department!

May 17 « Big Pop Up Concert: Summer Music Series: Will
Dooley & Parker Thomas ¢ Mentone, Alabama. Sponsored
by Little River Arts Council, made possible in part by

the Alabama State Council on the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Arts. Bring your own chair or blanket to
enjoy the show and enjoy some food from Fontastic Food
Truck. Linger Longer Pavilion behind Mentone Inn. Free and
open to everyone! 6-9 p.m.

May 18 « Mind Your Own Beeswax! ¢ Botanical Paintings
with Alcohol Ink at Andiamo Lodge with Vicki Lee. Come

learn to create whimsical, botanical paintings on beeswax-
coated panels, using alcohol inks and cans of compressed air.
All supplies included. You will complete 3 finished paintings
on 8-inch cradled panels, suitable for immediate display or
gifting! No art experience is required, just your open mind will
do! 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.

May 18 « Hammondville Fire BBQ Fundraiser ¢ Help support
Hammondville Volunteer Fire Department. The dinner includes
BBQ sandwich, chips, drink, and dessert. Whole butts sold in
advance. 10 a.m. till they run out!

May 18 « Big Art Pop Up Market, on grounds of Mentone
Inn ¢ Hosted by Little River Arts Council, this event will
showcase local artists set up around the Linger Longer
Pavilion with art demonstrations and work for sale. 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Address: 6139 AL-117. Free and open to everyone! For
details, email: info@littleriverartscouncil.org

May 18 ¢ Spring Fling « at Moon Lake Trading Co. Local
vendors, music, and Seabolt’s Street Tacos.

May 18 « Berries & Blooms Festival at Town Creek Field &
Farm Festival ¢ There will be u-pick strawberries, flowers and
bouquet making, local music, vendors, yard games, and more!
2116 (R 120, Valley Head. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

May 18 « Fort Payne Lions Clun BBQ Chicken Dinner ¢ [t is
once again time for the Annual Fort Payne Lions Club Bar-B-
Que Chicken Cooking. Get your tickets from any Lions Club
Member or at My Supply. You can pick up your dinners at the
Fort Payne City Park starting at 11 a.m.

May 18 « Serious Skills Series: Mosaic Bee Watering Station
o DSP staff will teach design, techniques, and the skills of
class cutting, gluing, and grouting with special emphasis on
safety. Participants will mosaic a wide, shallow tray for use

as a watering station for bees and other pollinators. Not only
will this project be beautiful, but it will also serve as a crucial
and safe water source for our important pollinator allies. Ages
8 to adult. DeSoto State Park Nature Center next to DeSoto
Country Store. Fee is $45 and includes all supplies. Class space
is limited to 10, pre-registration is required for attendance in
this class.

May 18 « Third Saturday Sunset Cruise-In  An afternoon of
family fun activities in the Main Street District of Fort Payne.
This public event will include food, live music, motorcycles,
antique car show, and much more.

May 19 « Grand Times at Grand Oaks ¢ Day includes a reading
by the author under the oaks, a farm tour where it all began, a
signed book for each family and time in the lavender fields to
cut a fresh bundle to take home. Two times to choose from: 1 -
2:30 p.m. and 3 - 4:30 p.m. $40 per family. Call or text Kate at:
804-677-4625 or call our farm office at 256-697-0465.

May 19 « May Gulf Songwriter Series IV ¢ A “small stage”
concert series featuring stellar artists from all different genres
and music styles. The concert is set in an intimate atmosphere
that provides a unique experience for the artist and listener
alike. Seating is extremely limited so buy tickets in advance.
The MGSS will give artists an uninterrupted opportunity to
share their original music including stories and emotions
behind some of their work. Performers will be Viv & Riley
(duo) & Will Dooley.

May 21 « Art Talk e Little River Arts Council presents an
evening of art critique and discussion — this will be free to
the public and open discussion is encouraged! Art is meant
to be seen, and discussed! If you are an artist or an art
appreciator, this is an evening for you. Mikel Yeakle leads
another informal conversation about art, why we create it,
and how it affects our lives. He is an art history buff whose
knowledge and enthusiasm for art is engaging and delightful.
Having worked as a professional artist all his adult life,

Mikel has useful tips for anyone new to selling their work.

The Food Pantry at St. Joseph’s on-the-
Mountain Episcopal Church is open every &
Wednesday to Mentone/Valley Head/ ;
Hammondville residents 9-11 a.m.

We do close four Wednesdays a year. (Holy Week, World's Longest
Yard Sale Week, Thanksgiving Week and Christmas Week.) We also
welcome pantry volunteers and donations. For questions, call (256)
634-4476.

All are invited to bring their artwork and share their process
and inspirations. The conversation is open to anyone who is
drawn to art, (pun intended) not just creators of art. In 2024,
we look forward to showcasing more local talent from the
Mentone area. 6 - 8 p.m. Moon Lake Library, 4607 AL Hwy 117.
littleriverartscouncil.org

May 23 « Canyon Kids Young Explorers - Birding for Kids ¢
Contact Little River Canyon Center for details.

May 23 « Meandering Moonlight Guided Paddle ¢ DeSoto
State Park staff offers this relaxing guided moonlight paddle
trip on scenic Little River. This trip is approximately 4 miles
round trip on flatwater, spans a 3 to 3 1/2-hour period and
includes kayak, paddle, and personal flotation device. Must be
able to paddle upstream and back (no current). Weight limits:
300 pounds for singles & 450 for tandems. Ages 8 to adult.
DeSoto Falls Picnic Area - Miller’s Bend Paddle $30.00 for
single kayak rental; 2 person-tandem kayaks are available on
a limited basis for $50. Pre-registration closes May 19. Register
at: https://forms.office.com/g/RckcvRCJHD

May 25 « CCC History Hike: ‘Unfinished Bridges”  Join DSP
staff on a moderate hike to several Civilian Conservation
Corp’s ‘unfinished’ bridges built in the late 1930s. Learn the
history of why the CCC left them standing and see several
original structures. About the hike: moderate hike on Gilliam
Loop Trail and old CCC roadbed-Approx. 4.5 miles round trip.
Time: 1-4 p.m. Where: DeSoto State Park. Meet at DeSoto’s
Gilliam Loop Trailhead (past the Lodge on cabin road). Free
and open to everyone, no preregistration required. Weather-
dependent, please call the Lodge at 256-845-5380 beforehand
to check on status of hike. Contact Brittney.Hughes@dcnr.
alabama.gov for any details. www.alapark.com/desoto-state-
park/hiking

May 29 e June Jam Parade ¢ The Alabama Band will be
bringing back the June Jam parade this year! The parade will
run in downtown Fort Payne. Everyone come out and enjoy!
6 p.m.

May 30 « Teddy Gentry’s ‘Singing with the Stars’ « Located
at Fort Payne City Auditorium @ 7 p.m. (Benefitting Children’s
Advocacy Center).

May 30 « Jeff Cook’s Allstar Goodtime Band ¢ DeKalb
Theatre. Show starts at 7 p.m. All proceeds go to the Jeff and
Lisa Cook Foundation. Get tickets at
https://thejeffandlisacookfoundation.org/events.

May 30 - June 2 « Cigar Box Guitar Festival ¢ Join us at

the 20th annual, and the world’s longest running, cigar box
guitar festival at Lowe Mill in Huntsville. See The Cigar Box
Serenaders from New Orleans, Debbie Bond and Radiator
Rick, Microwave Dave, Shane Speal, and Erin Coburn. For
updates go to cigarboxguitarfestival.com. The festival is free,
fun, family friendly and raises funds for music education in
Madison County and northern Alabama.

May 31  Buffalo Nickle June Jam Coin Show ¢ 12 noon here
at the Alabama Fan Club!

May 31 « ALABAMA June Jam Cornhole Tournament ¢
ALABAMA Fan Club and Museum parking lot. $50 entry fee
per two-person team / cash prizes and trophies awarded /
registration and entry fee day of tournament at the museum.
2:30to 5 p.m.

May 31 « Brunch at Cook Castle for The Jeff & Lisa Cook
Foundation ¢ 10 a.m. Brunch poolside at Cook Castle /
$35 tickets available for purchase at jeffandlisa.org / event
features prizes, special merchandise and auction items /
proceeds benefit The Jeff & Lisa Cook Foundation.

May 31  Alabama June Jam Songwriters Showcase ¢ 7 p.m.
in Fort Payne City Auditorium. .

DONATE TO BETA CLUB SHOE DRIVE

The Valley Head School Senior Beta Club is
hosting its Shoe Drive through May 31. Please
donate new or gently used shoes by dropping
them off at the school, VH Town Hall, Moon
Lake Library, MERF House (behind the library),
or Mentone Market. VHS Beta Club will receive
cash for the shoes from Funds20rgs, who ships
them to micro-entrepreneurs worldwide.
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PACHYDERM PACKRAT — Pachyderm
Packrat here announcing 2 upcoming events

Date

at Dave’s antiques, intersection of Highways
117 and 11 in Hammondville. U.S. Hwy.

11 Antique Alley Yard Sale is May 16-19.
Vendors will be setting up outside offering

overflow of sale items and inviting everyone

inside to see what we've brought in recently.
And on May 4, Dave’s first spring auction at
11925 Hwy 117 (old 1-59 flea market). Roger
Burton ASL #1834 will be calling a huge
auction beginning at noon CST. Preview
items at ADL Auction, Inc. Be there! Phone
256-418-2092.

O New Subscription $35 O Renewal $35
Make check payable to The Groundhog, P.O. Box 387, Mentone, AL 35984

Is there someone special in your life who would appreciate a Groundhog subscription? Just fill in
their information above and fill in your name below.

From:

HAND-CARVED cottage signs, walking
sticks, figurines, and more. Woodcarvings by
Don Highfield. Contact Don at 256-634-
4222 or 706-767-8321.

TILE AND NATURAL STONE—Marble/
Porcelain installations, Kitchen & Bath

Menlo Res]caura,n]t The CLEAR Chocce

for all your window and door needs! upgrades, Handicapped-access/Steam

Amerlcan Famlly Style Ouir first priority is to always provide you with the highest showers, Sunroom floors. Call JP Cox at

o o o quality products and unparalleled service. Whether 706-766-2758.
Fl'lday nght SpeCIal $9-99 you are in need of a beautiful, custom front door or
Hamburger Steak W/ 2 Sides, Texas Toast & Drink replacements for your doors or windows, we will provide

COTTAGE & CABIN RENTALS in
Mentone, AL, high atop LOOKOUT
MOUNTAIN near the attractions

and downtown. Best Brow Views,

you with our best work for your specific project needs!

Saturday Night Special $18.99 |
Ribeye Steak w/ 2 Sides, Texas Toast & Drink WINDOW

Choose from these sides: -
ELIDWEN

tossed salad ¢ slaw ¢ baked potato ¢ baked sweet potato ¢ okra WINDOWS & DOGRS
tater tots ¢ french fries ¢ onion rings ¢ pintos ¢ corn nuggets S
onion strings with jalapeno buttons  fried or grilled squash

River Front and more. See us at
cottagesofmentone.com. Call or text
any time 504-481-8666.

Featuring delicious homemade desserts including
pecan pie, chocolate chess pie, and the Menlo Brownie.

RENT A HUSBAND—A complete
handyman service. Decks, painting, pressure

“Best Burgers Around” washing, sheet rock repairs, carpentry, bath &

Monday through Saturday 7am - 8pm EST
7807 Hwy. 48, Menlo, GA 30731
706/862-2281

Dine-in & Carry-out

kitchen, remodeling, windows, doors, fences.
Ask for monthly discounts. Free estimates.
Home or office. Call Brian at 256-505-9841.
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In the Heat of the Night Chicken Salad

by Susan Van Apeldoorn

en movie crews work late but
the producers choose not to hold
a “second meal” (due when 6

hours have passed after lunch), they may
call for a “walking meal.” A walking meal
is something that can be consumed while
continuing to work and usually happens
when work is almost over and the crew is
loading equipment and finishing for the
day. Walking meals consist of things like
pizza (also known as Circles of Death),
hamburgers, or fried chicken.

Movie crews tend to like comfort food,
as they do not take coffee breaks but work
continuously. The caterers provide excellent
choices with all the latest food innovations
at breakfast and lunch. As Craft Service,

I provided the food for the shooting crew
while working. Sometimes, I had a good
amount of fried chicken left over, which

I refrigerated. The next day, I would skin
the pieces and pull the meat off and make
chicken salad. I could feel someone behind
me while I was chopping and mixing.
Turning around, I would find half a dozen
crew members standing with a piece of
bread in one hand and a spoon in the other

I got to be known for my chicken salad
and would have people call me about
working a job with the question, “Are you
going to make chicken salad?” The recipe is
very simple and basic, but that is what the
crew liked- familiar comfort food. When
working on “The Legend of Bobby Jones,”
the camera crew got mad at the caterers
and came to my truck for lunch. They
would take a 16 oz. Solo cup and fill it with
chicken salad for each crew member. It got
to the point that I was making 16 lbs. of
chicken breasts into chicken salad. Every
day. I also got to make picnic lunches for
Robert Redford and his girlfriend when I
worked on “The Promise.”

The recipe to the right is an estimation
of proportions. I have made this so much
that I just look at the ingredients as I
add them and think, “Yeah, that’s about
enough.” You can make this with leftover
fried chicken by taking off the skin and
cutting up the meat. If you do, throw in
some of the little crunchy crumbles of
breading for extra flavor. ®

Susan Van Apeldoorn spent 20 years in
Craft Service.

INGREDIENTS:

4 chicken breasts
1 carton chicken stock
1/3 cup chopped celery

2 T. Dill pickle relish, drained
Mayonnaise (I use Hellmann'’s)
Salt & Pepper

Cook the chicken in the stock. Cool the breasts, then shred in a
food processor. Do not over chop them. Add the celery, pickles,
and mayonnaise. Use enough mayonnaise to moisten the mixture
for spreading. Mix, then add salt and pepper to taste.

Told you it was simple.

impatiently waiting for me to finish.

Remembrance: Lest We Forget

by Barry Morton

s National Military Appreciation Month,
A May is a good time for honoring and

remembering our military personnel. There
are two great wars in which America was involved:
World Wars I and II. T've written about Memorial
Day and WWIL. This article is about the “other”
Great War, WWIL.

World War I or the First World War, often
abbreviated as WWI, was one of the deadliest
global conflicts in history. It was fought between
two coalitions, the Allies and the Central Powers.
Fighting occurred throughout Europe, the Middle
East, Africa, the Pacific, and parts of
Asia. WWI began July 28,1914 and
ended November 11, 1918. On April 4,
1917, America joined the war because
Germany embarked on a deadly gamble
- they sank many American merchant
ships around the British Isles.

The main American sector in
the “Great War” was the Meuse-
Argonne region in the Northeast of
France. Four American divisions,
40,000 troops, arrived in Europe in June
and July 1918. During the last months
of the war, they were in Flanders Field,
Belgium. “The cemetery at Flanders Field rests 368 of
our military dead, most of whom gave their lives
in liberating the soil of Belgium in World War I.
Their headstones are aligned in four symmetrical
areas around the white stone chapel that stands
in the center of the cemetery.” (American Battle
Monuments Commission)

In the spring of 1915, shortly after losing a friend
in the Battle of Ypres, Lieutenant Colonel John
McCrae, a Canadian doctor, wrote his now famous
poem, “In Flanders Fields”, inspired by the poppies
growing in battle-scarred fields. Bombs from the war
brought seeds to the surface and the nitrogen from
them fertilized the soil, making poppies abundant.

“In Flanders Fields” was first published in
England’s Punch magazine in December 1915.
Within months, this poem came to symbolize the
sacrifice of all WWI military personnel. The poppy
came to symbolize lives lost in conflict. The red

40/8 theme was inspired
by elements of the
familiar train boxcar of
the French railways.

poppy, specifically, is a symbol of both remembrance
and hope for a peaceful future. Poppies are worn as

a show of support for the Armed Forces community.
National Poppy Day is the Friday before Memorial
Day, May 24, 2024.

In the April 2023 Groundhog, I wrote about the
American Legion’s start in 1919, shortly after WWI.
In March 1920, fifteen prominent Legionnaires joined
with Joseph W. Breen, an officer of Breen-McCracken
American Legion Post 297 in Philadelphia, and began
the idea of a new organization to provide camaraderie
for the elite leaders of the American Legion.

This new organization would have an
initiation ceremony based on common
wartime experiences to encourage
patriotic bonding in a fun way. To
symbolize this new organization, the
familiar train boxcar of the French
railways that carried American
doughboys and horses to the front
was chosen. The theme also extended
to officer titles and organizational
functions. French terms were used for
members, Voyageurs Militaire (military
travelers), and candidates, Prisonniers
de Guerre (Prisoners of War). The
color of the new society became “French horizon
blue”, and the society name was based on the cargo
capacity sign “40 Hommes/8 Chevaux” which was
emblazoned on each French boxcar. The organization
was officially named “La Société des Quarante
Hommes et Huit Chevaux” (The Society of Forty
Men and Eight Horses), commonly known as “The
Forty and Eight”. When the war was over, France
gave each US state a boxcar. The Alabama boxcar
is located at the Huntsville US Veteran Memorial
Museum.

My friend, and Mentone resident, Paul J.
Vishaway, sponsored my membership in the 40/8
organization. We proudly go to monthly meetings
in Huntsville and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow
Legionnaire leaders. ®

Barry Morton is a member of La Société des
Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux and Commander
Mentone American Legion.

/n Handers Fields

The poem by John McCrae

In Flanders’ fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders’ fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders’ Fields

The bombardments of war populated the
countryside with poppies.
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THANK YOU T0 ALL OUR SPONSORS, \INTEERS AND ARTISTS FOR MAKING THE
2024 TASTE OF THE MOUNTAIN AND ART AUCTION A HUGE SUCCESS!
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New Listing in Mentone:

Mini in size, but big on :

personality and comfort!  §

With gorgeous porches, 8

and a wood burning 4

fireplace, this adorable

1bed/1bath retreat is "

perfect for two! Currently &

enrolled in a successful rental program, Minnie’s is
being sold fully furnished, so it's ready to become
your new, private escape, or continue as an income
producing property!

656 County Road 642, Mentone, AL ¢ $189,000

Historic rock home, minutes from Mentone

3 bed + study/office/2
bath home, with main

HOLLY ELIZABETH
HOUSTON  WAY THORNELL

@Nm@r&é&p @W | o ees a f 0 paft way. Ulr(n‘i;ished basment
would be a perfect spot for a workshop!
(7256) H65-1258 (205) 792-3580 8875 AL Hwy 117, Valley Head, AL ¢ $265,000

DELIGHTFULRETREATS com | o ety

Cabin, located on a

Cab| ns, COttageS, T| ny H omes, corner lot, between

Mentone and DeSoto :_I, 7

Lofts & more! We have what | State PareSogius
you are looking for! '

il Bath guest house/studio. Locatlon and easy accessibility
make it a great option for investment too!

35 Road 9081, Mentone, AL * $259,000

CALL FOR MORE. INFO
ON THESE PROPERTIES

| Call email for info on our rentals bokings@delihtfulretreats.com . 256.465.1258 @
REALTOR LICENSED IN ALABAMA & GEORGIA




