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First Annual Gathering of Nations 
American Indians POW WOW 

By Evelyn Graves 
On Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, April 16, 17, 

and 18, the first annual American Indians Pow-
Wow and Festival will be held at the 1-59 Flea 
Market. Thirty different tribes across the United 
States are expected for the festival. They will be 
corning from South Dakota, North Dakota, New 
Mexico, Texas, Pennsylvania, and North 
Carolina. 

Richard Pridmore, owner of the 1-59 Flea 
Market, is excited about the conclave being held 
here. He is particularly interested in Indian 
affairs since his wife and step-daughter are part 
Indian. John Ross, who led the Trail of Tears, 
was Richard's wife's grandfather of five genera­
tions back. He feels that this is an ideal place for 
such a gathering because of the history in this 
area. John Ross' home was inside the house now 
occupied by Dr. Steve Brewer. John Ross is the 
one for whom Rossville, Georgia, is named. A 
house named The John Ross House is a familiar 
place, as is Ross' Landing in Rossville, that 
tourists and students on field trips find most 
interesting as they attempt to learn more about 
the Indian heritage. Of course, Sequoyah 
Caverns and DeSoto Falls both have evidenced 
the fact that Indians have lived in the caves 
because of Indian relics that have been found in 
those areas. 

Mr. Pridmore has talked with Morris McGee, 
who is head of the Indian program in DeKalb 
County Schools. He advises that, of the 7,000 
students in the County School System, 1,700 of 
them are in the Indian program because of their 
Indian ancestry. The teachers who work in the 
program rotate from school to school teaching 
these students. 

Friday night, April 16, is set aside for students, 
free of charge, to attend the Pow-Wow. Saturday 
and Sunday, April 17 and 18, are for the general 
public. After the Flea Market closes at the regu­
lar time, the Pow-Wow will continue late on 
Saturday and Sunday evenings. There will be 
drum contests, arts and crafts demonstrations, 
Indian storytelling, which will include some his­
tory of their tribes. They will be giving away 
$5,000.00 for their dance contest. This will 
include the Men's Traditional, Women's 
Traditional, Men's Fancy Feather, Women's Fancy 
Shawl, Men's Grass, Women's Jingle, Junior 
Boys, Junior Girls, Tiny Tot Boys, and Tiny Tot 
Girls. Dancers will be judged according to vari­
ous factors such as their dress, dance steps, etc. 
The Indians will be sleeping in wigwams or 
teepees and will have concessions of various 
Indian foods, such as buffalo burgers and fried 
corn. 

Mr. Pridmore became familiar with the various 
tribes in different states through the Indian deal­
ers who come to the flea market. He welcomes 
everyone to the festival. The tickets will be $3.00 
for adults and $1.00 for children 12 and under. 
For more information concerning the festival, 
you may call the 1-59 Flea Market at (205) 635-
6899; or, in the evenings, you may call Mike 
Leadford at (615) 267-6562. 

Gospel Music Festival 
There will be a Gospel Music Festival at the 

Edward Mason Park in downtown Mentone on 
April 17 and 18. On Saturday, April 17, the 
hours are from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. On 
Sunday, April 18, the hours are from 2:00 p.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. Among the groups who will be 
singing are The Sharps from Fort Payne, The 
Watsons from Cleveland, Tennessee, The Griffins 
and Angel Heirs from Collinsville, Alabama. 
This will be an annual event on the weekend fol­
lowing Easter. 

This is not intended to be a competition, but 
just a time of fellowship and enjoyment of a vari­
ety of good gospel music. 

All singers throughout the area who would 
like to participate should contact Dessie 
Newberry at (205) 634-4232. Spectators should 
bring lawn chairs so they can be comfortable as 
they enjoy this event. 

jkntone 6o*/ 

MUSIC 
Saturday, April 17th from 2-6 pm 
Sunday, April 18th from 2-4 pm 

Musk Awards — SLOP Donation Drawings — Prizes 

Edward Mason City Dark 
Do*ntcx-n Historical Mentone. Alabama 

On Lookout Mountain Hwv U7 Off 1-59 Exit 231 
Aero.** from Keur.trv Chef 

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy Several Gospel 
Groups as they share the words of song with vou. 
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S p r i n g . . . . 
a t i m e o f 

R e n e w a l 
By Judith Lollik-Andersen 

T h e grass is green, the trees f u l l of buds, the 
birds are s inging, the b a m y a r d is f i l led w i t h 
lambs, piglets, a n d y o u n g calfs. Jonquils, 
Daffodils ( I never k n o w the difference), L i l y of 
the Valley, Bradford Pear — a l l perfume the air. 
T h e breezes are cool, the showers are many, a n d 
the s u n is w a r m . Yes, s p r i n g is a time of rebirth. 
Here i n our mountains w e see it more than 
most. Winter has been sad a n d drab, a n d a time 
of resting. N o w the l ight shines! Spr ing is a 
time of gatherings, festivals , a n d planting. I can 
h a r d l y w a i t to pick the fruits of our garden. 
En joy our great o u f d o p r s ^ C o m e a n d jo in our 

: estivities! . 
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Schedule of Events 
Sunday, April 11, Easter 

Easter sunrise service, 6:30 a.m. 
Chester Crow's residence (see article) 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday April 16 -18 

Indian Pow Wow Festival 
(see article) 

Saturday, Sunday April 17 -18 
Gospel Music Festival 

(see article) 
Tuesday, April 20,7:00 p.m. 

CPR Class 
DeSoto Rescue Squad 

Saturday, April 24 
"Wheels for Life" Bike-a-thon 

Sunday, April 25,2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Ralph Hammond Homecoming Tea 

Woodhaven 
Invitation Required (see article) 

Saturday, May 1 and May 8 
2nd Annual Wildflower Saturday 

DeSoto State Park 
Thursday, May 6,5:30 p.m. 

National Day of Prayer 
Mentone Brow Park 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, May 14 -16 
Rhododendron Festival 
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The 

Column 
By" 

JUDITH 
LOLLIK-ANDERSEN 

As I put this issue of the Groundhog to bed, I 
was aware of how much each of us notices the 
changing of seasons and how it changes our 
lives. In our community, this past winter has 
brought great losses — the passing of our dear 
friends: Jackie Skelton, Geneva Phillips, Alice 
Davenport, and so many others. Their passing 
has reminded us of others not that long gone 
from our midst like Brownie Tuttle. A season is 
passing and with it time. 

One of the reasons my husband and I wanted 
to live in Valley Head was the wonderful spirit of 
family, history, and the link to a time in our child­
hoods and young adulthoods we fondly remem­
bered. 

As you read this issue of the Groundhog, I 
hope you will see the promise and hope I saw as I 
laid out the articles and stories. Yes, times are 
changing and we no longer have the time and 
space we once had. Things are more rushed, 
places are crowded, our lives are more stressed, 
but the love, concern, joy, and happiness are still 
within each of us. Spring is here. Easter is here. 
There is, indeed, renewal. 

W H A T I F . 
•You could save $$$$ on your monthly 
payments? 
•You could save years on your total debt? 
•You could get the additional money you 
need for those nagging home repairs with­
out an increase in your monthly payments? 

The Associates understands your 
needs are unique! 

Stop by and see us 
today! 

A s s o c i a t e s F i n a n c i a l S e r v i c e s 

845-1337 Lending a 
personal touch 

DeKalb Plaza 
Fort Payne, A L 

Mays Gulf Petition 
I respectfully petition the Alabama Highway 
Department to allow the DeSoto State Parks 
Department to re-erect the May's Gulf Marker at 
Tutwiler Gap on Highway 117 in Mentone. The 
local landmark was removed earlier at the request 
of the Alabama Highway Department. 

Signed:__ 

Address: 

Mail to: Talmadge Butler, Superintendent 
DeSoto State Park 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

IUL 
GROUNDHOG 

Published monthly by the Mentone Area Preservation 
Association, M.A.P.A. was first conceived on Groundhog 
Day, 1982, and organized April 6, 1982, for the purpose 
of preserving and protecting the heritage, natural envi­
ronment, and other unique qualities of life in the Mentone 
Area, and is chartered as a non-profit organization by the 
State of Alabama. 

P. O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

THE GROUNDHOG STAFF 
Editor. Judith Lollik-Andersen 
Assistant Editor. Evelyn Graves 
Contributing Editors Ruby Brock, 
Linda Brown, Eloise Brown, Bernise Crow, 
Evelyn Graves, Charlyne O'Rear, Bill Schwarz, 
Sue Schwarz 

MAPA OFFICERS 
President Pat Seymour 
Vice President Sherman Gough 
Vice President Wanda Simmons 
Secretary. Marie Dillenbeck 
Treasurer. Dessie Newberry 
Parliamentarian Homer Crow 
Member-At-Large Mickey Gough 

In case of errors in advertisements, The Groundhog 
assumes liability only for the actual space that is incor­
rect in the advertisement. 

Letters to the editor are welcome. They should be 
typewritten and of reasonable length. 

The deadline for all material for The Groundhog is 
the 15th day of the month preceding publication. 

Mentone Town Council Meeting 
During the March 1st meeting, one of the items 

on the agenda was the request of MAPA to con­
struct a six-sided gazebo in Mason Park. This 
request was conditionally approved. Mrs. 
Dessie Newberry was instructed to return to the 
Council after submitting the plans to the Zoning Q 
Commission. At the regular Zoning Commission 
Meeting held March 18, the commission met to 
consider several applications, one of which was 
the gazebo. The gazebo was discussed in detail, 
with Robert House, consultant, available to 
answer any questions. Mr. House said the town )j 
owns the property and it would be necessary for 
the Town Council to approve any development of 
the park. The Zoning Commission recommend 
ed the application be delayed until the Town 
Council could make a decision. 

At a special called Town Council Meeting on 
Thursday, March 26, the majority of the members 
on the Town Council rescinded their vote in favor 
of the gazebo and denied the request. 

Zoning Compliances Issued 
The Mentone Zoning Commission met March 

18. The following certificates of zoning compli­
ance were issued: 

Helen Hill, addition to existing structure; 
Camp Skyline (Susan Hooks), addition to 

existing structure; 
Charles Flannigan, construction of a new 

home; 
Little River Hardware Qon Corty), addition to 

existing structure; 
Log Cabin Craft Village (Jack Jones), construe 

tion of a craft shop. 
If you are plarming any new building projects, 

go by the city hall and pick up a certificate and 
complete it. This will help keep Mentone the 
place we all want it to be. Zoning laws make 
better neighbors. 

M.fl.Rfi J f l ^ i 

( M t t n w 
By 

PAT SEYMOUR 

The mountain is abuzz with rumors that the 
SNOW will return and soon. The Farmers' 
Almanac predicts it; the woolly worms are solid 
black on their stomachs; the fallen snow has 
stayed on the ground over three days; there were 
the required number of thunder days in August; 
etc., etc., etc. If this prediction comes true, I just 
hope and pray that the Sam Ballards of Menlo 
take me in again. Let it snow! 

April is going to be an exciting month of activi­
ty. On April 11, the Easter Sunrise Service is set 
for 6:30 a.m. on the highest point near Mentone: 
Lee Crow's land on Cove Road. (Chester and 
Lucille live there now.) The MAPA Gospel Music 
Festival is set for April 17-18 in Ed Mason Park, 
(see separate article for times). This festival is 
chaired by Dessie Newberry. On that same week­
end, April 16, 17, and 18, the Indian nations of 
America will gather on land behind Hulgan's 
Texaco for craft sales, dancing, and story telling. 
This event will be directed by Richard Pridmore, 
owner and operator of the 1-59 Flea Market. (See 
separate article.) 

Much heat and very little light has been gener­
ated by MAPA's request to erect an open-air 
gazebo in Ed Mason Park. Since the Zoning 
Commission, on March 18, informed MAPA that 
chert and gravel parking spaces would have to be 
prepared, the project has been tabled by the 
MAPA Board of Directors. MAPA never planned 
cutting down trees and expending funds to con­
struct so many parking places. 

Contributions for the Isbell marker continue to 
come in. The stone will be erected on Decoration 
Day in Little River Church Cemetery. 

More than enough names have been gathered 
by MAPA's petitions to request the re-erection of 
the May's Gulf marker. Thanks for all those sig­
natures. The State Highway Department will 
surely respond to our request. DeSoto State Park 
Superintendent Talmadge Butler has all the peti­
tion copies to forward to the State with his cover 
letter. For those of you who have not responded 
by signing one of the petitions, and who wish to 
do so, you may fill out the form set out on this 
page, and mail it to the address on the form. 

MAPA's next meeting is Tuesday, April 6, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Kountry Chef. Charlyne O'Rear, 
a Mentone beauty consultant and owner of the 
"New Beginnings" dress shop in Valley Head, 
will present a demonstration make over and con­
duct a fashion show. Won't y'all join us? Expect 
a great program, delicious refreshments, and 
wholesome fellowship. Visitors and members are 
both invited. 

I P l R I E S C I R I I I P T a O N S 

M O R G A N 
. D R U G S 

Donald R. 
Morgan 

Valley Head 
635-6812 

J 



St. Jude's "Wheels For Life" 
BIKE-A-THON 

St. Jude's Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, founded in 1960, is 
America's largest childhood cancer research, treatment, and 
education center. Under the chairmanship of Edna Morgan, 
on Saturday, Apr i l 24, at 9:00 a.m., at a location in this area 
to be announced, St. Jude's Hospital is sponsoring a 
" W H E E L S FOR L I F E " bike-a-thon for the purpose of raising 
money on behalf of St. Jude's Hospital. This year's bike-a-
thon is dedicated to Ryan Martin, Waxhaw, N.C., a survivor 
at St. Judes of several Wilms' tumors. 
Every person who participates in the bike-a-thon w i l l 
receive a prize. Pledges are gotten by the riders, and St. 
Jude's is offering a T-Shirt for riders collecting $30.00 or 
more; and a T-shirt and sports bag for riders collecting 
$75.00 or more. First prize is a 10-speed bicycle, donated by 
the Little River Hardware of Mentone. Second prize is 
$100.00, donated by Pat Seymour & Associates of Mentone. 
Other prizes include: money, T-shirts, and sports bags. 
Adults are welcome to participate in this event. Riders 
under 18 years of age must have a signed permission slip 
from their parent or guardian. Mrs. Morgan wi l l be con­
ducting a meeting at the Valley Head High School 
Auditorium during 7th period on Tuesday, Apri l 13, for stu­
dents in the 6th through 12 grades. Every child who partici­
pates and turns in money w i l l receive a certificate from St. 
Jude's. 
For more information, anyone can call Mrs. Edna Morgan, 
634-4431. 

i m o m 

F a m o u s b R A N d cUssic c l o T r i i i N q 

F o r i N f A N T s a n c J c h i l d R E N 

1 0 1 2 N . CAU IT A V E . 2 0 5 - 8 4 5 . 7 4 1 1 

FORT PAYNE MC/V1SA ACCEPTECJ 

Residential 
Commercial 

Homer Crow 

O J I c t a t j ^ 
7105 Gault Ave. N. 

Fort Payne • 845-4493 
Garage Door & Electric Operators 

Sales & Service 

, — _ _ ^ 

Featured in the 
V I L L A G E B O U T I Q U E 

C l o t h i n g m a d e f r o m v i n t a g e t e x t i l e s . 
A r t - t o - w e a r . H a n d m a d e table l i n e n s , 

e n a m e l w a r e , l o c a l pot tery , a r t , q u i l t s , etc . 

Sat . -Sun. 11-5, Weekdays i n Summer 

nniDGEsmne BFGoodrlch 

W e s t m o r e l a n d T i r e C o . 
301 South Gault Ave. 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

205-845-5656 
1-800-443-9149 
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Taverino of Atlanta, and have purchased the Lyons house 
on the brow—five miles from the Hitching Post on the 
Lookout Mountain Parkway. Don Phillips is painting and 
papering inside and we should be able to move our furni­
ture in from the big garage in about a week. Moving has 
been traumatic for me, but we w i l l be happy here when we 
are settled. We have good neighbors that we know — Bill 
and Bobby Riedesel and B i l l and Dot Cyr . Also Harrel l 
Jenkins is close to us. It is a good location. 

The blizzard of 1993 w i l l long be remembered as one of 
the worst of the century. A n d it came right at the end of the 
winter season at a time when least expected. It is so good 
that we have computers at weather stations that can warn 
us ahead of time to prepare for these disasters. In the late 
1800s, a blizzard hit the northeastern part of the country and 
people froze trying to reach their homes. There was no way 
to warn them in advance. But, with all our modern high­
tech facilities, we are still at the mercy of the elements, and 
are subject to primitive ways of survival. Those hurt most 
were city dwellers with full electric homes. They were left 
with no heat and no way to prepare food. A t least most of 
us in rural areas have wood burning stoves or fireplaces and 
can keep warm. Water was a problem to those with wells 
with electric pumps. My brother, Don, said they used melt­
ed snow to flush the bathroom toilet. There are ways! 

Kerosene was a coveted product, and folks lined up at 
service stations to buy this fuel for heaters. The propane gas 
we have here is good heat. Our old gas heaters in the 
Hitching Post have been used to heat water, and we have 
cooked on them by removing the grill from the front. 

We stayed at our home in Chattanooga for three days and 
were without electricity for one day. We cooked on the fire­
place, using a cast iron dutch oven to prepare food. I boiled 
coffee in a boiler placed over the fire, and it was wonderful 
campfire coffee. The dutch oven has legs so coals can be 
placed under it, and it has a heavy lid indented so coals can 
be placed on it. It bakes potatoes, bread, stew or whatever 
one wants to cook. I made toast in it by lining it with alu­
minum foil. 

A few years ago, Helen E x u m of the Chattanooga Free 
Press wrote recipes for cooking on the fireplace. I believe it 
was in 1973 when we had a bad ice storm and there was no 
electricity on Lookout Mountain where she lived for about 
three weeks. She said her children were sorry when current 
returned because they had loved burning candles and the 
romantic atmosphere of the fireplace. Our children were of 
the same opinion. They loved evenings with candlelight 
and popping com in a long-handled popper held over the 
coals. Many "Good Samaritans" were unsung heroes during 
this snowstorm that dumped twenty inches officially in 
Chattanooga, and I believe there were twenty-four inches 
here in Mentone. We watched television most of the time 
for two days when an appeal was made to those who had 4-
wheel-drive vehicles to call in and volunteer their services 
to help in emergencies. One lady called and said her son 
had run many errands of mercy and was not even reim­
bursed for his gasoline! In times like these, we tend to grow 
close to others and are eager to extend a helping hand. 

The newscasters have said this has been the worst storm 
of the century, but I remember one in 1939 that was much 
worse in our section of the country. It might not have cov­
ered as broad a territory as this one, but here it was much 
worse. We had eighteen inches of snow that stayed on the 
ground three w e e k s . Some of our neighbors , i n the 
Adamsburg community where we lived then, took us in, or 
we might not have survived it. They had plenty of wood for 
the fireplace and plenty of canned food to feed us. I remem­
ber the wi ld birds froze to death, and many of our chickens 
died. I do not know what the temperature was, but it must 
have been very cold for the snow to stay on the ground so 
long. 

Certainly, this has been the year for extreme kinds of 
weather, from hurricanes and earthquakes to floods and 
blizzards. Maybe next year things w i l l return to normal: 
winter wi l l be winter and spring wi l l be spring. 

We have moved to a new location. Come to see us. We 
sold our house in the Cootsville area to Tony and Eleanor 

Paint & Carpets, Inc. 
2717 Gault Ave. N. • Fort Payne 

Next to Hamilton Theatres 
845-7824 

10-Year Interior Flat Latex 
98 Premium Quality Interior Wall Paint 

For all interior wall surfaces 
Excellent touch-up and coverage 
Good Washability • Easy to apply 

NIPPERSINK 
LODGE 

On Lookout Mountain at DeSoto Falls 
P.O. Box 172 

Mentone, Alabama 35984 
(205) 634-4387 

Advance Reservations Required 

845-6000 
RECIPE FOR RELAXATION - 3 bedroom, 1 bath cottage on the East Fork 
of Little River. $68,500. 

EXECUTIVE SPLENDOR ON LITTLE RIVER - 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, rec. 
room, 2 screened porches, rock fireplace, large airy kitchen, decks galore 
and much more. $225,000. 

SPECTACULAR SUNSETS - Tri-level A-frame on the "brow." 3 bedrooms, 
2 and 1/2 baths, sunroom and Mo decks. $79,500. 

Build your own log cabin. Secluded 20 acres, approx. 5 acres cleared. 
Small pond on property. $33,000. 

IMMACULATE 3 bedroom, 2 bath home on 1 acre lot located within walk­
ing distance to downtown Mentone. $53,000. 

CHARMING WEEKEND RETREAT - 2 bedroom cottage on large wooded 
lot Garage with apartment possibilities. $43,000. 

Peaceful country living at its best Completely remodeled farm house. 3 
bedrooms, 1 and 1/2 baths, 52 acres with pond, sheds and barn. Co-bro­
ker with Cloudland Realty. $99,900. 

GREEN ACRES IN REAL LIFE - Spacious remodeled farmhouse on 20 
BEAUTIFUL acres, vine covered chimneys, pine floors, enormous country 
kitchen. GREAT Bed & Breakfast possibilities. $98,500. 

LOOKING FOR LARGE ACREAGE? 510 acres partially wooded with 7 
ponds. Owner would consider selling in three smaller tracts. $550 an acre. 

This is a partial listing of our Mentone properties, 
for more information, please call. 

3 0 2 G a u l t A v e . S . f F o r t P a y n e 
SARA gUTNN SUSAN COLLINS 

Broker Broker 
Home Ph. 845-1881 Home Ph. 634-4695 



The 

C o r n e r 

By 
SUE SCHWARZ 

Two tried and favorite recipes with my family 
are featured this month. The first is a soup that is 
tasty, quick and easy (my favorite kind of cook­
ing). The second is a cookie recipe that my aunt 
gave me. These are both relatively low fat and 
high on flavor. I guess I am becoming a believer 
in the school of thought that says we can have 
good flavorful foods without adding a lot of fat 
to our cooking and baking. I have been trying a 
lot of different foods and have come up with the 
motto "you win some, lose some, and some the 
pigs won't eat." 

Five -Can Soup - Sue Schwarz 
116-oz can Chicken Broth 
116-oz can Great Northern Beans 
1 small can chicken 
14-oz can chopped green chilis 
116-oz can stewed tomatoes 
I large onion - chopped 
1T cooking oil 
I I chili powder 
salt and pepper to taste 
1 C water 
Saute onion in oil til soft, 

ents and simmer 30 minutes 
Add rest of ingredi-
Season to taste. 

Margaret's Raisin Bars - Mary Jane Dewitt 
1 C raisins 
1 C water 
1/2 C oil (or 1/4 C oil and 1/4 C applesauce) 
1 egg slightly beaten 
1 C sugar 
I 3/4 C flour 
1/41 salt 
I I soda 
11 cinnamon 
11 allspice 
11 nutmeg 
1/21 cloves 
1/2 C chopped nuts 
Boil water and pour over raisins. Add oil and 

let sit until lukewarm. Add rest of ingredients, 
mix well and bake in greased 9" X 13" X 2" pan. 
Bake at 350° for 20 minutes. Let cool and cut 
into 2" squares. May dust with powdered sugar. 

I would like to hear from area cooks and invite 
you to submit recipes for this column. Please be 
specific with amounts and containers used. Send 
your comments or recipes along with your name, 
address and telephone number where you can be 
reached to Recipe Corner, c/o Groundhog, R O. 
Box 50, Mentone, Al 35984. 

Faircloth 
& Croker 

Craftsmen 
of Fine 

Appalachian 
Rust ic Furniture 

Rising Fawn, GA 
(706) 462-2447 

The Rhododendron Garden Club News 
T h e G a r d e n C l u b m e t T u e s d a y , M a r c h 9, a t St . 

Joseph 's E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h . T h e hos tesses , A l y c e 
Springer, Bernise C r o w , a n d H e l e n H i l l , provided del i ­
cious refreshments, w i t h a St. Patrick's D a y motif. 

P r i o r to the bus iness por t ion of the meet ing, K e n 
Thomas , natural ist at DeSoto State P a r k , presented a n 
interesting a n d informative slide s h o w program enti­
tled "Legends o n the Lookout" , a history of our area, 
accompanied b y a cassette tape dialogue e x p l a i n i n g 
each slide. 

U n d e r c lub business , the president , H o p e Walker , 
announced that the club h a d agreed i n December to 
plant the triangle i n the m i d d l e of t o w n a n d dedicate 
it to the m e m o r y of L i l l i a n Blalock. 

D u e to the death of Jackie Skelton, the treasurer, a n 
o f f i c i a l t reasurer ' s repor t w a s not a v a i l a b l e for the 
meeting. 

L i n d a B r o w n g a v e a r e p o r t o n the F e b r u a r y 
F e d e r a t i o n P l a n n i n g m e e t i n g . T h e F e d e r a t i o n 
L u n c h e o n is set for A p r i l 24, at 11:30 a .m. , at B lacks 
Restaurant, i n Fort Payne . T h e c lub is to f u r n i s h two 
s m a l l w r a p p e d p i i z e s , as w e l l as to f u r n i s h severa l 
arrangements for table decorations, to be g iven a w a y 
as door prizes . 

T h e p r e s i d e n t a s k e d P a t S e y m o u r to let the c l u b 
k n o w a b o u t the c o n t a c t s h e h a d f r o m M a r y 
Summervi l l e . Pat sa id M a r y S u m m e r v i l l e cal led a n d 
asked i f she w o u l d accept the Vice C h a i r m a n s h i p of 
Dis t r i c t I I , a n d be i n charge of the s u m m e r a n d f a l l 
programs for Dis t r i c t I I . Pat accepted the Dis t r i c t I I 
Vice Q i a i r m a n s h i p . 

A n n W r i g h t gave a report on the special projects, 
a n d s a i d that , a l t h o u g h the c l u b h a d v o t e d at the 
December meeting to do the triangle, she felt i t w o u l d 
be too h a r d to u n d e r t a k e because of the b e r m u d a 
grass a n d fire ants, a n d other reasons. I t w a s decided 
to d o the w o r k i n the p a r k b y g o i n g a r o u n d the 
perimeter w i t h some more rhododendrons , azaleas , 
and other plants. T h e p a r k w o u l d be planted i n m e m ­
o r y of a l l d e c e a s e d m e m b e r s . S e v e r a l m e m b e r s 
e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e to m a k e d o n a t i o n s to J a c k i e 
Skelton's memory a n d these were accepted. 

D e s s i e N e w b e r r y p r e s e n t e d a m o t i o n f o r the 
a p p r o v a l of the construct ion of a gazebo i n the c i ty 
park , w i t h the M A P A organization f u n d i n g the mate­
rials for the construction of the gazebo, a n d w i t h the 
g a r d e n c l u b d o i n g the l a n d s c a p i n g a n d p l a n t i n g . 
After discussion, Betty Stevens made a motion that the 
matter go back to the t o w n counci l , before vot ing on 
the p r e v i o u s mot ion . T h i s mot ion w a s seconded b y 
Betty C h a p m a n . 

T h e n o m i n a t i n g commit tee c o m p r i s e d of F r a n c e s 
Rosar io , M i c k e y G o u g h , a n d Jean McGehee , offered 
the fo l lowing roster: 

President: A n n Wright 
Vice President: Mar ie Dil lenbeck 
Recording Secretary: Frances Rosario 
Corresponding Secretary: Mable K i r k 
Treasurer : Jo Beaube, w h o w i t h d r e w her n o m i n a ­

tion. G e r r y D i s n e y a n d Sue S c h w a r z agreed to w o r k 
j o i n t l y , w i t h S u e S c h w a r z h a n d l i n g the s u m m e r 
months w h i l e M r s . D i s n e y is w o r k i n g at Nippers ink . 

Betty C h a p m a n made a motion that the nominations 
be approved b y acclimation, and H e l e n H i l l seconded 
the motion. 

T h e meeting w a s closed w i t h the devot ion b y Jean 
McGehee. H a r o l Skelton, h u s b a n d of Jackie Skelton, 
h a d generously offered to let the c lub read at the meet­
i n g some of the poems wr i t ten b y Jackie. Jean select­
e d t w o e n t i t l e d : " T h e B o n d s of F r i e n d s h i p " a n d 
"Maturi ty" . 

T h e next meeting w i l l be on A p r i l 13, at 2:00 p .m. , at 
M a b e l K i r k ' s K i r k w o o d M a n o r . M a b e l K i r k , Be t ty 
C h a p m a n , a n d Jo Beaube w i l l be hostesses. 

Hats! Hats! Hats! 
Who should wear them? When and where is it appropri­
ate to wear them? 
There was much to do about nothing — as far as this writ 
er is concerned— with all the hoopla over the hat Mrs. 
Clinton wore on Inaugural Day. Some fashion people 
were just down right mean about the whole affair. Here's 
a quote from New York (AP) by Leo Marshall, President of 
Lenore Marshall, Inc. of Manhatten; "It was a terrible look­
ing hat. No style, no pizazz, no nothing. It didn't become 
her. She picked the wrong hat", offered the noted milliner. 
The looked great on her and was perfectly appropriate for 
outdoors as well as indoors for the luncheon. It was a 
beautiful hat, worn with a lovely coat of the same color. 
I 'd have left the funny little scarf at home and pinned a 
very modem coat pin on the collar instead. Mrs. Gore's 
hat was large and lovely. Mrs. Gore is a bit taller and of a 
size to wear a large hat. Her hat was lovely, her outfit was 
lovely, but her hat and outfit just weren't "lovely" together. 
Here are some things to remember when in doubt about 
hats. Hats can be worn to church, weddings, teas, to 
lunch, out in the garden, to the beach, or to the ballgame — 

that last one needs a brim or "bill". 
Hats should be put on the head from front to back — get 
out of the "little girl look" of putting your hat on the back 
of your head. Hats can be worn to lunch — but N E V E R to 
business lunches. N E V E R do business in a hat, ladies. 
Hats are acceptable evening wear as long as it has a veil 
and the veil is pulled down over the forehead. Hats with 
veils can be worn during the day, but the veil must be 
pulled back over the hat. Only brides can wear hats with 
veils down during the day. 
F E L T HATS—Fal l and winter - O N L Y - S T R A W H A T S — 
spring and summer ONLY. 
Personally, I think hats are very romantic and I love wear­
ing them. I hope you do too. If you've never tried or are 
just out of the habit of wearing hats, go out and try on 
several until you find one just made for your face shape 
and size. You'll feel so "dressed up" and look so "chic". 
Hats are " in" this season. Remember, large (tall, large 
framed) gals wear large hats and leave the small ones for 
the small gals. 
P.S. I hope Mrs. Clinton does for hats what Mrs. Bush did 
for pearls! Besides, hats are great for those "bad hair 
days"! 
Next Month— What are the best buys in swim wear for 
your figure type? 
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I COULD F E E L T H E TOUGH OF ANGEL W K G S ' ^ V ^ - K 

B y P a t S e y m o u r * W V
H ' 

O n F r i d a y , M a r c h 12, 1993, m y keynote speech i n 
Savannah, Georgia, to a l l the Chambers of Commerce 
executives i n the state, h a d gone w e l l at the Savannah 
S h e r a t o n R e s o r t o n W i l m i n g t o n I s l a n d . N o w , a l l I 
faced w a s a nine-hour d r i v e back home to Mentone. 
M y secretary, Mar ie Dil lenbeck, h a d made the trip to 
assist me w i t h the d r i v i n g . H o w e v e r , the return home 
w a s delayed two hours w h i l e Savannah Sher i f f s offi­
cers removed the l imb that h a d fal len f rom a tall oak 
at the Sheraton i n a bizarre accident onto the roof of 
m y 1990 Pontiac Sunbird automobile. T h e l imb caved 
i n the top a n d necessitated a sher i f f s accident report. 
I t w a s 3:00 p . m . b y the t ime I pointed the damaged 
a u t o m o b i l e t o w a r d M a c o n , t h e n A t l a n t a , w h e r e I 
picked u p 1-75 N o r t h . A n uneasy f i l l ing swept over 
me as the s n o w intensified into a fu l l b l o w n b l izzard 
just out of A t l a n t a . B a r e l y locating the S u m m e r v i l l e 
e x i t , w i t h a s i g h o f r e l i e f , I l e f t t h e i n t e r s t a t e . 
However , b y now, the dri f ts a long the secondary roads 
w e r e p i l e d u p s o m e three feet, a n d v i s i b i l i t y w a s 
r e d u c e d to zero . T h e temperatures t u m b l e d as w e 
crept through Menlo a n d started u p the mountain to 
C l o u d l a n d . T h e car " f i shta i led" jus t y a r d s f r o m the 
L o o k o u t Restaurant , a n d there w a s no choice but to 
r e t u r n to M e n l o . B y n o w , the t i m e w a s m i d n i g h t . 
Streets i n the s m a l l G e o r g i a t o w n w e r e covered b y 
drif ts to a height of four feet. A f t e r s topping at the 
home of E d d i e Majors—the only i n d i v i d u a l w h o w a s 
out at that t ime of n i g h t — I placed a telephone cal l to 
D o n I n g r a m of Mentone, a s k i n g h i m if he w o u l d be 
able to m a k e it d o w n the mountain a n d pick us u p i n 
his truck. D o n promised he w o u l d try, and I told h i m 
that w e w o u l d w a i t i n the car i n the p a r k i n g lot of 
L u c k y ' s S u p e r m a r k e t a n d F a r m e r s a n d M e r c h a n t s 
Bank. B y 2:00 a .m. , i t w a s apparent that D o n w a s not 
going to be able to m a k e it , a n d w e h a d no choice but 
to sleep i n the f r ig id car overnight. Several times d u r ­
i n g F r i d a y e v e n i n g , the M e n l o n i g h t w a t c h m a n , 

Barnard Guf fey a n d D a v i d , his grandson, checked on 
u s u n t i l they could no longer get through the dri f ts . 
W e h a d m o v e d the S u n b i r d to the f r o n t of H a l l ' s 
Texaco on H w y 48 so that the car w o u l d be somewhat 
protected b y the stat ion's o v e r h a n g a n d be v i s i b l e 
f rom the road. 

A r o u n d daylight , I began to sound the car h o r n , but 
there w a s no response f rom several four-wheel d r i v e 
vehicles that passed o n H i g h w a y 48. Just as I w a s giv­
i n g u p hope of attracting someone to d i g out our car 
a n d rescue u s , a C h e v y B l a z e r t u r n e d t o w a r d o u r 
snow-encrusted car. Scott B a l l a r d , a 21-year-old col­
lege student t u m b l e d us (ha l f f rozen) into h i s t ruck 
a n d took us to B a l l a r d H a r d w a r e where h is grandfa­
ther h a d a b l a z i n g f ire bui l t i n a turn-of-the-century 
p o t - b e l l i e d s tove . Scott 's t w o g r a n d f a t h e r s , G e n e 
Bal lard a n d H i l l H a l l , fussed over us w h i l e Scott drove 
to his home w h e r e he w a s to get sandwiches a n d cof­
fee p r e p a r e d b y h i s mother , B e c k y B a l l a r d , a f i r s t -
grade teaching assistant at Menlo Elementary. Becky 
and S a m Ba l lard w o u l d not hear of our s taying at the 
h a r d w a r e store a n d t o l d Scott to b r i n g u s to the ir 
home, w h i c h he d i d w i t h great effort. Af ter w e were 
safely at the B a l l a r d home, for the remainder of the 
t ime w e w e r e i n M e n l o , S a m a n d Scott w e n t about 
M e n l o c u t t i n g trees, c l e a r i n g roads , d e l i v e r i n g s u p ­
plies, a n d p r o v i d i n g transportation for others i n need. 

T h e w a r m w e l c o m e a n d hospi ta l i ty that f o l l o w e d 
for the rest of our stay i n Menlo, a l l day Saturday and 
part of Sunday (unt i l about 4:00 p . m . ) , w a s f i l led w i t h 
great fe l lowship a n d f u n . S a m cooked on a campstove 
( w i t h Becky's he lp) , since Menlo's electricity w a s out. 
T h e i r daughter, K a t h y Ba l lard , a n 11th grade student 
at Chattooga H i g h School, a long w i t h her f r iend N i c k y 
Wooten, a freshman at F l o y d College i n Rome, p layed 
table games w i t h us a n d helped pass the long hours . 
We also ta lked, at length, w i t h Becky a n d her mother, 
Dor is , as the hours of w h i t e isolation enveloped us . 

D u r i n g the ear ly m o r n i n g hours of Saturday, March 
13. M i k e Porter , o w n e r of L u c k v ' s . rece ived a tele-
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CLOUDLAND - This large 3 bedroom, 3 bath, tri-level home otters comfortable country living 

with great room including fireplace, sitting area off of master bedroom, 2 decks, single car 
garage and workshop, detached 2 car garage, pond, and fruit trees on approximately 20 level 
acres. Priced at $78,000. Call today for appointment. 

CLOUDLAND - An inviting seduded, rustic cabin sitting on approximately 5 acres with 330 
ft. of frontage on Hwy. 157 and featuring a branch nicely landscaped with mountain laurel and 
rock. A must see. Only $18,900. 

LAKE LAHUSAGE - Enjoy the peace and tranquility of living on the water in this nice cot­
tage. This home offers 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, kitchen, breakfast room, living room with fireplace, 
dining room and porch, deck, separate garage and large upstairs room great tor visitors. All this 
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and above-ground pool all on a .9 acre lot. Priced al only $37,750. Call today. 

CLOUDLAND - This tri-level home in a serene setting features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living 
room with fireplace, kitchen with large eating area, screened porch, deck and garage. Only 
$59,000. 

CLOUDLAND - 156 acres with approximately 1/2 mile Little River Frontage. Priced at only 
$625 per acre. 

CLOUDLAND - Spacious, light and airy describes this 3-bedroom, 2 bath, new modular 
home on approximately 11 acres. This nice home also features a large kitchen with eating area, 
living room with fireplace, den, deck, central heat and air. Priced at $72,000 and shown by 
appointment only. 

MENLO AREA - This 89+ acre farm, currently being used lor cattle, has approximately 
1320' paved road frontage, creek, stocked pond, a three-bedroom, one bath house and several 
bams. Priced at $115,000. 

MENLO - Well insulated 3-bedroom home features central heat/air, thermal windows. Large 
landscaped yard and has above ground pool with deck, patio, garage with attached carport and 
paved drive. Drastically reduced - Call lor your appointment NOW. Only $59,000. 

MENTONE, ALABAMA - Beautiful brow lot contains approximately 5.6 acres with 300' of 
brow frontage. Priced at only $22,500. Co-Broker of Southern Properties. 

CLOUDLAND - Waker County - This beautiful home on the brow features a large living 
room with fireplace, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, eat-in kitchen with built-ins, solarium deck, large laun­
dry room, central heat and air all on approximately 2 acres. Shown by appointment only. 

CLOUDLAND - Beautiful brow lot with 190' of brow frontage and containing approximately 
1.28 acres. Great buy at only $16,000. 

LAKE LAHUSAGE AREA - This beautiful, three-bedroom home offers a large living room, 
sun room, kitchen with breakfast area, one full bath, combination utility room and 1/2 bath, 
carport, central heat and air and thermal windows on a nicety landscaped yard. Piiced to sell at 
only $89,900. Co-Broker of Southern Properties. 

CLOUDLAND - 250 acres with beautiful hardwoods, small pond and creek. Great for your 
own private hideaway or hunting preserve. REDUCED TO $500 PER ACRE. 

CLOUDLAND - This 3-bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, ranch style home has been freshly painted and 
recarpeted just ready for your family to move into. Priced at only $49,000. 

LOOKING FOR A NICE FARM? - JUST INSIDE GEORGIA - MENTONE VICINITY. 
Approximately 52 1/2 acres featuring a newly remodeled home with 3 or 4 bedrooms, deck, 1 
1/2 baths, central heat and air, vinyl siding and other amenities. Outbuildings, bam and lake 
complete this beautiful piece of property. Call today for an appointment. Priced at only $99,900. 
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phone cal l f rom D o n I n g r a m w h o w a s ca l l ing to f ind 
out whether w e w e r e a l l r ight a n d to let us k n o w that 
he h a d been unable to m a k e it d o w n the mounta in as 
the dri f ts w e r e so h i g h , he could not get h i s vehic le 
out. A l s o , just prior to the telephone service going out 
i n Menlo, m y secretary w a s able to contact the home 
of J u n i o r K i n g a n d t a l k e d to E r m a M c A d a m s , h i s 
daughter. M a r i e asked the K i n g s please to check on 
our animals , as w e w o u l d not be able to get home for 
two days , a n d they hadn' t eaten since ear ly the p r e v i ­
ous Thursday . 

Late Sunday, S a m B a l l a r d a n d M a r k Ba l lard , Scott's 
c o u s i n , w h o o w n e d a f o u r - w h e e l d r i v e v e h i c l e , 
brought us u p the mounta in a n d into Mentone to our 
house. We a r r i v e d a r o u n d 5:00 p . m . S u n d a y night a n d 
were elated f ina l ly to be home, even though there w a s 
no e lectr ic i ty ( a l l electric h o m e ) a n d no water . T h e 
open fireplace served to provide heat a n d to enable us 
to cook food for the next two d a y s . 

I n o w believed i n m o d e m d a y angels, for the Ba l lard 
f a m i l y just might h a v e saved our l ives ! Yes , indeed, 
there is a n e w meaning for m e i n Matt . 25:35: "For I 
w a s h u n g e r e d , a n d y e gave me meat ; I w a s thirsty, 
a n d y e gave me d r i n k ; I w a s a stranger, a n d ye took 
me i n . " T h e r e are C h r i s t i a n s w h o t a l k about their 
fa i th , a n d there are C h r i s t i a n s w h o L I V E their fa i th! 
T h e Bal lard f a m i l y of Menlo are t ru ly fol lowers of our 
L o r d ' s teachings . M a y G o d cont inue to bless t h e m 
r ichly! " T h a n k s for being there, Bal lards . " We' l l never 
forget y o u . 
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Drifts blocking roads and driveways... 
Camp Skyline Gates Photo By: Donna Bares 

T h e B l i z z a r d o f 1 9 9 3 
By Evelyn Graves 
Despite the fact that there h a d been numerous predictions 

on the part of weather experts for days prior to its coming, I 
w a s not prepared for w h a t I s a w w h e n I peeked out the 
w i n d o w of m y bedroom at f ive o'clock on Saturday morn­
ing . M y f irst response w a s breathlessness because of the 
magnitude a n d the beauty of the engulf ing c loud of w h i t e 
a l l a r o u n d u s . M y n e x t response w a s to the c h i l l I fe l t 
because I real ized that our p o w e r w a s off a n d there w a s no 
heat. M y t h i r d response w a s of panic w h e n I w a l k e d to 
other parts of the house a n d looked outside a n d found that 
there w e r e f ive to six-foot s n o w dri f ts b lock ing our three 
outside exits. I k n e w there w a s no w a y out, a n d I a m claus­
t rophobic ! I began to take deep breaths , t a l k to m y s e l f 
about being ca lm, breathe a prayer, a n d think about doing 
something about the situation. I h a d brought m y mother to 
our house to spend the night, a n d our daughter h a d vacated 
her trailer the night before a n d w a s w i t h us also. I felt relief 
that w e d i d not h a v e to w o r r y about them because I k n e w it 
w o u l d h a v e been impossible to w a l k through the s n o w to 
get to them. I w a i t e d for near ly a n hour before I could make 
mysel f p ick u p the telephone and check for a d i a l tone, a n d 
m u c h to m y amazement, there w a s a clear d i a l tone and per­
fect contact. W h e n I discovered this , I w a s so grateful . I 
t ru ly felt m y prayer h a d been answered. M y anxiety began 
to subs ide , a n d I rea l ized that w e w o u l d s o m e h o w cope 
w i t h the situation that lay ahead of us . 

I a m sure that a l l of y o u h a v e y o u r o w n experiences that 
y o u can relate, a n d I a m sure that m a n y of them are m u c h 
m o r e t r a u m a t i c t h a n t h o s e m y f a m i l y e x p e r i e n c e d . 
However , through the car ing spirit , expertise, a n d i n m a n y 
cases just p la in "grit" on the part of m a n y of Mentone's men, 
this t rauma w a s lessened to a large degree. 

T h r o u g h the c o o p e r a t i v e e f for ts of the M e n t o n e F i r e 
D e p a r t m e n t a n d the DeSoto R e s c u e S q u a d , m a n y things 
w e r e a c c o m p l i s h e d to combat the p a r a l y z i n g effects of a 
natural phenomenon i n a remote mountainous area. 

Iced trees and a world of black and white... 

The Storm o 
p i p • 

Destruction and downed 
The Blackburn's backyard 

O n F r i d a y e v e n i n g a r o u n d n i n e o ' c l o c k , L l o y d a n d 
Annette Whi t ten of Muscle Shoals, A l a b a m a , were enroute 
to Jasper, Georgia, after h a v i n g received n e w s of the death 
of M r s . Whitten 's father. T h e y got as far as Mentone a n d 
were stranded unt i l Monday. T h e y stayed i n the Mentone 
T o w n H a l l d u r i n g that rime, a long w i t h the local policeman, 
Johnny Ferguson, a n d Robert G r e e n w h o w o r k e d i n com­
municat ions , rece iv ing a n d r e l a y i n g emergency messages. 
T h e y were joined b y a local couple w h o were brought i n for 
shelter d u r i n g the s torm. M a y o r M a x C a s h brought mat­
tresses f r o m C a m p S k y l i n e for these people to use. Food 
w a s brought i n to t h e m f r o m t ime to t ime. O n Monday , 
H e r s h e l l P r u i t t a n d H o b s o n K i r b y i n their o w n separate 
v e h i c l e s , p r o v i d i n g b a c k u p f o r e a c h o ther , d r o v e the 
Whi t tens to C a l h o u n , G e o r g i a , w h e r e m e y w e r e met b y 
M r s . Whi t ten ' s n e p h e w w h o c a r r i e d them the rest of the 
way. 

A l l d a y on Saturday, volunteers f r o m the Rescue Squad 
a n d the F i r e Depar tment looked for m i s s i n g persons a n d 
moved families w h o h a d no heat i n their homes to homes 
w h e r e h e a t w a s a v a i l a b l e . W h e n the b l i z z a r d h i t o n 
Saturday m o r n i n g , t w o volunteers took the Rescue Squad 
truck a n d made a treacherous trip a l l the w a y to the Georgia 
state l i n e to see i f t h e r e w e r e a n y p e o p l e s t r a n d e d on 
H i g h w a y 117. T h e volunteers pul led vehicles out of ditches 
and carr ied people to their o w n homes or to a w a r m place 
to stay. M a n y families opened their homes to other families 
d u r i n g the crisis . 

A g e n e r a t o r p r o v i d e d b y D e S o t o R e s c u e S q u a d w a s 
placed at Ruby 's Variety to provide fuel for F ire Department 
and Rescue Squad vehicles . J i m Roberts kept the generator 
going, re laying messages, and helped get w o r d to workers 
w h o needed help. 

The telephone c o m p a n y h a d its o w n generator. T h e Fire 
Department contacted a n official of the telephone company 
and found out h o w to keep it going. T h i s is the reason that 
the telephone service remained i n operation. 

Several emergency situations arose d u r i n g the time of the 
storm disaster. W i l l B lackburn , three-year-old son of A l and 

Slow travel - even for cattle in their pastures. 

Woodhaven Flower Plants 

Hd> in* 
JUDIIM LOU IK ANOFRSFN 
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F93 brought: 

trees... 
Photo By: Vickie Blackburn 

Vickie B l a c k b u r n , w a s str icken w i t h a severe, life-threaten­
i n g asthma attack. T h r o u g h the dil igent w o r k of a Rescue 
Squad volunteer, he w a s suppl ied w i t h a breathing machine 
w h i c h the B l a c k b u m s feel saved h is l ife. I n k y Foster also 
w a s s u p p l i e d w i t h a breath ing machine . O x y g e n bottles 
were secured f r o m E M A for N o r m a n Coots a n d del ivered to 
h i m . 

After the w i n d h a d subsided somewhat , Butch Mani fo ld 
and Hobson K i r b y took their front-end loaders and cleared 
the road d o w n the mounta in i n case of medical emergencies. 
T h e mounta in w a s completely blocked off a n d passage w a s 
impossible. T h e y p l o w e d through the drifts , one of w h i c h 
w a s ten feet deep, a n d made a passage for emergency v e h i ­
cles. 

T h e F i r e D e p a r t m e n t h a d c o m m u n i c a t i o n t h r o u g h the 
Forestry D i v i s i o n , w h i c h w a s a great advantage. 

W i l l i a m B lackburn donated kerosene for the volunteers to 
take to homes that needed it . 

J i m m y K n i g h t w a s the re lay person i n the L a k e Lahusage 
communi ty w h o kept the team informed of the needs there. 

A f t e r the i n i t i a l c r i s i s needs w e r e met , vo lunteers took 
Rescue S q u a d generators a n d boosted freezers , s u p p l i e d 
b r e a t h i n g a p p a r a t u s , a n d c leared s e c o n d a r y roads . J . P. 
Nat ion provided a generator for boosting freezers and other 
needs. 

B o b b y B r o w n , M a n a g e r of O p e r a t i o n s w i t h S a n d 
Mounta in Electric Cooperative, brought a crew of two m e n 
on S u n d a y a n d began w o r k i n g to restore power to the com­
munity. T w o m e n w e r e a l l that could be spared because of 
the widespread power outage i n the area served b y S M E C . 
A l l d a y Saturday i t w a s impossible to do anything because 
they could not get their vehicles to move through the snow. 
A l s o , the fierce w i n d b l e w into their faces, a n d the s n o w 
b l inded a n y attempt they made . 5 5 % of the entire S M E C 
s y s t e m w a s off . T h e c r e w m e n began w i t h res tor ing the 
m a i n feeders. Later they restored power where lines w e r e 
d o w n a n d trees h a d fal len. W h e n m e n became available, a 
c r e w of f o u r a n d t h e n e i g h t m e n f r o m the C o - o p w a s 
ass igned to the M e n t o n e area , a l o n g w i t h h e l p f r o m Joe 

o 
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Q G A R D E N S 

Michele Anderson 
Landscape Designer 

(205) 845-7009 
Fax : (205) 845-0043 

Perennia l s 
Landscape D e s i g n s 

Trompe L ' O e i l 
( W a l l M u r a l s ) 

7011 G a u l t A v e . N . • Fort Payne, A L 35967 

Incredible scenes... 
Lodge porch at Lookout Mountain Boy's Camp Photo By: John Morrison 

Wheeler C o - O p , Tombigbee C o - O p , one m a n f r o m the Fort 
Payne system, a n d a contract c rew that h a d been hired. T h e 
girls i n the S M E C office manned the telephone 24 hours a 
day. T h e m e n w o r k e d f rom 8:30 a .m. to 11:00 p . m 14,000 
customers w e r e out of power a n d approximately 60,000 calls 
were received. P o w e r h a d been restored to the entire C o - O p 
area as of Monday. There are st i l l fa l len trees to be cleared. 
One of S M E C s c r e w m e n w a l k e d f r o m the top of Tutwi le r 
G a p to DeSoto F a l l s , w h i c h is less fl/ian a mile , (but i n the 
preva i l ing conditions this w a s quite a feat) at 8 o'clock on 
Sunday night to t u r n on the s w i t c h that gave back power to 
a large portion of Mentone. M y home w a s on that circuit, 
and I personally thank h i m for that. 

I h a v e del iberate ly a v o i d e d a n attempt to n a m e a l l the 
Rescue Squad a n d Fire Department volunteers w h o w o r k e d 
so long a n d h a r d under such horrible circumstances to save 
l ives a n d prevent the situation f r o m becoming more crucial 
than it already w a s . I t is impossible to name them a l l a n d 
give a l l credit where it is due, but w e are a w a r e of w h a t y o u 
have done, a n d I believe the T o w n of Mentone w i l l jo in me 
i n s a y i n g T H A N K Y O U . Y O U A R E T H E B E S T ! ' 

© 

Incredible beauty... 
East Fork of Little River Photo By: John Morrison 

A winter wonderland... 
Woodhaven Photo By: Helen Rockenbach 
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LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR 

The following letter was addressed to all of you. 

A Golden Thank You to the People of Mentone, 
On Friday, March 12, it was snowing in our town of Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama, when I got a call at 4:00 p.m. that my father had passed 
away in Jasper, Georgia. We left at 5:00p.m. The roads were wet 
and we had planned to take the Interstate to Atlanta, however 
before we got to Huntsville, the radio said the Interstate was closed 
The Henegar Police Department said the route through Mentone 
was open, and didn't think we would have any problem, however, we 
didn't quite make it up the mountain to Mentone. Several people 
pushed us about 1/2 block and we finally got up to the top, but the 
road was closed and we couldn t get on down. We were stranded 
Your policeman, Johnny Ferguson and his fellow officer, Bryan 
Phillips, carried us to City Hall and said we could stay there. He 
came back several times that night. We had cheese and crackers to 
eat, heart broken, and stranded. Your Mayor Mr. Max Cash, 
checked on us and called to ask if we needed to talk to his minister. 
Mr. Cash checked back on us several times. 
Jim Roberts at Ruby's Variety opened the store and let us buy some 
food and alcohol to open our frozen car door. Robert Green, the 
crazy one with the white whiskers who runs around barefooted in 
the snow and the Rescue Workers worked continuously, day and 
night, from the time we arrived Friday night until Monday night. 
We've never seen people hang in there as they did, and I personally 
don t know how they held up to continue at their pace. We found 
out that they were trying to raise money for the "Jaws of Life" and 
we wanted to help them in return, because people who work so hard 
deserve help, so we left a contribution towards their goal. They 
brought us mattresses and blankets, as they did other people they 
brought in. 

Hershell Pruitt and Hobson Kirby volunteered to get us down the 
mountain on Monday to Calhoun where my brother-in-law picked 
us up, which they did No where else on earth would you ever find 
so many nice people in one small town except in Mentone, AL. You 
knew that, but we didn't, until we were stranded. 
Our heart felt thanks goes out to all ofyou, and we will remember 
you as long as we both live. 
Annette and Lloyd Whitten 
Muscle Shoals, AL 

FORT PAYNE 
FINANCE CO., INC. 

402 Gault Ave. S. 
P.O. Box 1092 

Fort Payne, Al 35967 

Rex Westmoreland Q f f j c e 345.5327 
Manager 

BRIGGS USED CARS 
205 8th Street, NE 

Fort Payne, AL 35967 

205-845-2156 

Dec is ions a n d E v e n t s 
I got to thinking (dangerous activity) the other day 

about a small episode in my life that took place per­
haps fifteen years ago. A small thing it was; a short 
conversation aboard an airplane somewhere between 
Los Angeles and Huntsville. 

A very attractive 20-ish young woman, seated next 
to me, commented that she felt sorry for the flight 
attendant who had just served us lunch. Now, the 
flight attendant was a 30+ lady, very vivacious and 
apparently content with her job, so the comment puz­
zled me. Being me, I find it difficult to let comments 
like that go unnoticed. It turned out that tt\e young 
one thought the job demeaning and servile. 

I told the young woman that perhaps the flight 
attendant had sought the job and really enjoyed it, and 
that not all people wanted to be stockbrokers, CPAs, 
electronics engineers, or CEOs. We talked about deci­
sions and how they can have unknown effects on 
one's life. Immediately out of high school, this young 
woman had decided on college, several of her close 
friends had decided on marriage, some had been 
"forced" into work by circumstances, and all their lives 
had diverged, maybe never to come together again. 
Decisions are all made based on your best knowledge 
at the time. The long range effect of any given deci­
sion is always an unknown. All that is certain is that 
your life will change, maybe for the good (always the 
hope), but maybe not. Perhaps, the change will be 
large or, perhaps, unnoticeably small, again, an 
unknown. 
• i f i immrmr* 

Blackburn's Nursery 
Hwy. 117 • Mentone 

6 3 4 - 4 6 7 5 o r 6 3 4 - 4 6 8 6 

Hanging Baskets 
$ 6 - $ 1 0 
Ferns $ 9 

Flats of Flowers 
$ 8 . 5 0 

Rhododendrons 

Rocking Chairs $ 3 9 
Baby Rockers $ 2 5 

Bar Stools $ 2 5 

Stop by & Chat with Bernise at 

C R O W S N E S T A N T I Q U E S 

Antiques, 
collectibles, 

glassware, books 

( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 4 - 4 5 4 8 

C L E A N C A R E 
Service NE Ala. Since 1975 

•Environmentally Safe For The Chemically Sensitive 
•IICUC Certified & 
•Carpet 'Upholstery -Drapery "Hard Flcx-
•Odor Control 

•Emergency Flood & Fire Restoration 

Call Jim Howell 
1-800-848-0596 

Certain decisions in life set you on a path from 
which there is no return. In each persons life, there are 
such decisions; and what is crucial to one individual 
may not be for another. Decisions to terminate formal 
education, marry, have children, change jobs, enter the 
work force, retire, are in everyone's life. Others may 
be far more important to any single individual, and no 
one but that individual knows. But these are decisions 
over which you can exert some control. 

Our conversation ended when the plane landed. We 
went our separate ways, and the brief encounter 
became a pleasant memory. 

I think what brought this conversation to mind was 
a series of events which occurred over the past two 
months. Now, events are "happenings" over which 
you have no control, they're just mere. Nothing you 
can do or say will change their course. Events differ 
from decisions in that decisions are under your con-
troL.you can do this or not, you can do this or do that. 
You have some input into the course of life. With 
events you have no input, you can only respond in 
some manner. That response is in effect a decision, 
but it does not abrogate nor enhance the event. After 
the event, life is changed, never to be the same again. 
A new pattern of life will emerge, be it vastly different 
or slightly different, a new norm will be established. 

A recent event in my life has change my life forever. 
Life in Mentone will not be the same, a new norm will 
be established, a new pattern of life must emerge. I 
have lost a dear and wonderful friend. I will miss 
Jackie Skelton, life will not be the same. I have 
retained a good friend, Harol, and life will go on. 

i * \ Money Doesn't 
Grow On Trees 

Invest Wisely 
David G. Brouwer 
201 Grand Ave. N. 

Ft. Payne 
845-4560 1-800-800-6973 *" s t ° c k s " Gold-Silver 

c Bonds v Mutual Funds 

E d w a r d D . J o n e s & C o . " 
Mfrnbft New Vor* Slock ExetianQB. 'nc and S-ruriltes Inveslor Prornrtion Corporation 

Open Monday - Friday 

<Ss.ujin.g <SPiofx 

P.O. BOX 236 
VALLEY HEAD, AL 35989 

"ACROSS FROM THE BANK" 
205-635-6424 

B u i l d e r s S u p p l y 

C o m p a n y , I n c . 
^ Concrete Blocks 

>s Building Materials 
is Roof & Floor Trusses 

Fort Payne 
600 Godfrey Ave. 

845-1451 

Sylvania 
Highway # 75 

638-2244 

Enjoy a fine dining experience on the brow of Lookout Mountain. 
You'll love the sunsets and good food at Cragsmere. 

Friday-Saturday 5-9 p.m. DeSoto Parkway - Mentone 
For reservations, call Bonnie at 

2 0 5 / 8 4 5 - 2 2 0 9 o r 2 0 5 / 6 3 4 - 4 6 7 7 
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S i m 
By 

ELOISE BROWN 

Hoorayl It is officially Spring! That old Lion really did roar-
— I hope now, he is ready to snore! That old Groundhog 
who predicted six weeks more of winter, really knew the 
score— as does this one. 
There have been many displaced persons during the bliz­
zard: Geraldine and Howard Hawkins, Martha and Lester 
Hawkins, and others, spent time with Peggy and Jack 
Johnston in Valley Head; Doris and Jim Carmichael went to 
Jackie and Billie Gifford's and then to daughter, Linda 
Thomas' home in Fort Payne. The Valley Head Baptist 
Church became a refuge for twelve people, including four 
foreign exchange students who were stranded at Hulgan's 
Texaco. They were from Spain, Australia, France, and 
Finland— attending the University of West Virginia. They 
were on their way to New Orleans for Spring Break. The 
boy from Australia had never seen snow. Juanita Smith 
cooked breakfast Sunday morning and Sadie Cooper sent a 
big pot of soup and cake for lunch. Harry Smith, Wayne 
Hale, and Brent Haney furnished transportation. The stu­
dents cleaned the kitchen before they left and were so 
appreciative. It was a time of neighbors going "all out" to 
help each other. My grandson, Chris Brown, helped me and 
sadly ruined a tire getting to me, for he had to run over trees 
in the driveway, as did Michael Key who came to check on 
me and lost the cap off his oil pan— I am so sorry about that 
and I have been unable to reach him to tell him how much I 
appreciate his concern— and I appreciate, so much, all the 
calls. It is so good to know that people are concerned and 
you can have help if you need i t — Chris, A.J . , and Robert 
Brown also helped the power company clear the lines. 
Winford Palmer has been moved from East Ridge Humana 
Hospital to Parkridge Skilled Nursing Care, where he 
remains in serious condition. Don Young suffered a heart 
attack and had triple by-pass surgery at Memorial Hospital. 
Junior Downer is recovering from a stroke. Ruby Koger has 
returned home after a stay at B.M.C. DeKalb. We wish for 
all of these, and others, a complete recovery. Mary Frances 
Tate has been moved from B.M.C. DeKalb to Mountain 
Manor. 

Teresa and Van Cooper have a baby daughter, Lana Claire, 
born March 1 . She has a brother, Tyler. 
Angela Chambers, Jan Blansit, Peggy Shrader, Betty Crane, 
Jean Tilley, Jessie Stalvey, and Joyce Stalvey entertained with 
a Stork Shower for Sherry Blansit at Valley Head Methodist 
Church, Friday evening, March 19. That wi l l be a well out­
fitted baby — so many nice gifts! 
The Valley Head U.M.W. met at the home of Venna 
Livingston on March 2, with Frances Longshore as co-host­
ess. Eloise Brown presided and Laura Margaret Allison 
gave the Secretary-Treasurer's report. Mary Holleman gave 
the program, "Difference and Conflict". Others present were 
Helen White, Vesta Hawkins, Geraldine Hawkins, Virginia 
Livezy, Adelaide Biddle, Gladola Holleman, and Elizabeth 
Coleman. 
The Sunshine Club met February 25, with Leona Chadwick. 
Karen Freeman presided and Ruth Pickett gave the 
Secretary-Treasurer's report. Others present were Billie 
Harper, Jewell Palmer, Sue Cooper (who gave the devotion­
al), L i l ly Bowdin, Geraldine Hawkins, Gladys Stott, Opal 
Tatum, Bess Bauerle, Evelyn Clark, Gladys Cobble, Vivian 

*• *-* 

*-

*-

Valley Head Woman's Club to Honor Poet Laureate of 
Alabama 

The Valley Head Woman's Club is having a Homecoming 
Tea honor ing R a l p h C 
Hammond, Valley Head native 
and Poet Laureate of Alabama, 
on Sunday, Apr i l 25, 1993 from 2 
until 4 o'clock at Woodhaven in 
Valley Head. 

A s Poet Laureate of Alabama 
Mr. Hammond writes poems for 
special occasions. 

Woodhaven, home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kaare Lol l ik-Andersen, is 
an appropriate setting for the 
honor, as he played there as a 
child. 

Mr. H a m m o n d wri tes about 
laughter, inspiration and people 
Always a boy at heart he wrote 
"Song of Appalachia" about his 
native region. 

Mr. H a m m o n d sa id h i s 
"Churning Time in Appalachia' 
gives one time to contemplate 
He learned about religion at his 
mother's side and much of his 
poetry is religious in nature. 

I n "Weeping in the Wind" Mr. 
Hammond remembered his father making a wil low muzzle 

3 § a l k u ^Leab p i a r m m ' s (TJliib 
QDrganizei 1930 

fou are invited 

to a Homzcoming Tea 

in honor of 

'Ralph C- J-Cammond 

(Poet Laureate 

State of Alabama 

Sunday, April twenty-fifth 

from two o'clockuntilfour o'clock, 

at 'Woodhaven 

in 1/alley Head, Alabama 
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for his mule, tying him to a red maple tree and beating 
h i m merci less ly to make h i m 
obey. Young R a l p h w e p t for 
Jessie, the mule. 

Mr. H a m m o n d also w r i t e s 
prose. "When Wings F e l l on 
Valley H e a d " tells of the most 
memorable event of his ch i ld­
hood. 

I n 1919, Kathryn Stenson was 
f l y i n g her a i rp lane f rom 
Chattanooga to B i r m i n g h a m 
when she had to make a forced 
l a n d i n g i n a cornf ie ld near 
Winston Place. Mr. Hammond's 
father lifted him up into the seat 
of the airplane. What a delight 
for a small boy! 

Mr. H a m m o n d has done 
research on the Phillip Hamman 
fami ly and formed the Phi l l ip 
H a m m a n Society w h i c h meets 
all over the world. 

A l l who are interested are cor­
dially invited to meet and honor 
Ralph Hammond w i t h us. For 
invitations, please contact any 

Woman's Club member or call Woodhaven at 635-6438. 

Stiles, Anna Daniel, and Eloise Brown. We were asked to do 
our part in the March Clean-up. We made fabric flowers 
into a bouquet which we took to Evelyn Phillips, who was 
unable to attend. 
Doris and Jim Carmichael have returned from a business 
trip to Dallas, Texas. While there, they had a visit with 
Virginia Livezy's daughter, Cheryl Brown. They also visited 
their Palmer and Ozment cousins in Tyler, Texas. They saw 
beautiful ranches between Texarkana and Dallas. They 
came through Hope, Arkansas, but Doris said that the part 
they saw didn't look very hopeful. They came back thru 
Tuscaloosa for a short visit with daughter Emmy Ricketf s 
family. 
Heart felt sympathy to Geraldine Hawkins and family in the 
loss of her sister, Stella Tanaska, who died March 17. She 
resided in Copley, Ohio. 

Judy and Bo Hunt came from Rome, Georgia, with dinner 
and gifts to help Lester Hawkins celebrate his ninety-second 
birthday. 

The Jonquils laid low by the snow, now have perked up 
and lift up their heads in beauty, hope and faith to greet the 
Spring. So should we! 

Miss Spring Fantasy Pageant 
The annual Miss Spring Fantasy Beauty Pageant w i l l be 

held by the Valley Head Band Boosters Friday, Apr i l 30, and 
Saturday, May 1 , in the auditorium at Valley Head School 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. each evening. Pre-school contestants 
may enter from anywhere in the area. School age contes­
tants must be from Valley Head or Moon Lake schools. 
Entry fee is $15 until March 26 and $20 thereafter. The abso­
lute deadline is A p r i l 16. For more information, call 635-
6228,635-6324, or 845-2444. 

Chattooga Books 
Thousands of Used & Out-of-Print Books. 
New Books Purchased "To Order" 
Many titles: Art, History, Rays, 
Cookbooks, Fiction, Law, Religion, 
Crafts, Children's Books, etc. 
Upstairs-White Elephant Galleries 
Hwy 117, Mentone, AL 359B4 
Mall order: Menlo GA 30731-0202 
(205) 634-4529 or (706) 862-2650 
Spring Hours: 10-5 Wed/Sat; 12-5 Sun 

T h e L o o k o u t 
Restaurant 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
CLOUDLAND, GEORGIA 

(706)862-2515 

Tcleflore 

* 110 GAULT AVE. N. 
' DOWNTOWN FORT PAYNE, AL 

PHONE (205) 845-7177 

3- ^DUMH fie^ats Mody Eft QeHHm 

"Over 40 Years Experience" 

BROWN'S 
C L E A N I N G & LAUNDRY 

"An old company with new ideas" 

Uniform Rental • Dust Control • Vault Storage for Furs 
& Woolens • Drapery Cleaning with Machine Decorator Fold 

•Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning »Fire Restoration & Odor 
Removal • Wedding Gown Preservation «Alterations 

•Linen Rental • Pillow Cleaning 

817 Gault Ave. N. 845-3241 
Full Laundry Service 

T H E W O R L D S P R E M I E R I M A G E C O M P A N Y ™ 

Charlyne O'Rear 
Rt. 1, Box 86 C, Mentone, AL 35984 

(205)634-4841 
•Color Analysis -Instant Image Makeover 
•Skin Care and Cosmetics -Personal Image Profile* 

. -Corporate Presentations 

L T A N T 

COLT - SMITH & WESSON - RUGER AND OTHERS 
FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, KNIVES, SCOPES, FIELD GEAR, 

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, POLICE EQUIPMENT 

THE GUN CENTER 
232 GAULT AVENUE NORTH - FORT PAYNE, AL 35967 

PHONE: (205) 845-6180 
OWNED & OPERATED FED. FIREARMS LIC. # 
BY TOM BAZEMORE 1 -63-025-01-4B-017567 

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF CIVIL WAR PRINTS IN 
NORTHEAST ALABAMA 



PAGE 10 
Mentone Area Preservation Association 
The MAPA meeting held on March 2, 1992, was opened 

with prayer by Edward Disney. 
The president explained to those present that one of the 

items on the treasurer's report was the fund started for the 
Jim and Willie Isbell marker. Numerous donations have 
been received since the article by Evelyn Graves appeared in 
the February issue of the Groundhog. The donations have 
been set aside in a separate account and the funds will be 
used to erect a marker for Jim, Willie, and infant Isbell. The 
marker is to be completed in time for Decoration Day at 
Little River Cemetery. Grady Rhinehart of Memorials of 
Distinction in Fort Payne will design the marker meeting 
MAPA's specifications. 

Two quilts made by Lola Mae Blalock have been selected 
for the drawings during the Rhododendron Festival and 
Colorfest. The quilt for the Rhododendron Festival drawing 
is of the Lone State pattern. The star is turquoise with alter­
nating rows of white, rose and turquoise. (See picture 
below.) 

The Scottish Dancers from Huntsville have been invited to 
participate in the Rhododendron Festival. Volunteers are 
needed to help in different areas. Flyers prepared by MAPA 
member, David Cryer, are being distributed. 

The Second Annual Gospel Music Festival is set for April 
17 from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. and April 18, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
in Mason Park in Mentone. Drawings on a $100.00 bill, 
along with another prize, will be held. Dessie Newberry, 
chairman of the festival, also announced that she had 
attended the March 1st Mentone Town Council meeting and 
presented a request on behalf of MAPA to construct a gaze­
bo in Mason Park and that request was conditionally 
approved. She would also take the proposal before the zon­
ing commission, should the MAPA members vote in favor of 
the construction of the gazebo. Several price quotations had 
been received. A motion to approve the construction and 
authorize $2000.00 for the project passed unanimously. 

Marion Solomon gave a report on Keep America 
Beautiful, which will be held the second week in April. 
Marion previously won national recognition for her pro­
gram, "Pick Up America" at Darlington School, in Rome, 
Georgia. Marion proposed she contact Moon Lake and 
Valley Head Schools to educate the students to the point of 
picking up litter and reporting littering. Litter bags will be 
provided by MAPA. 

Marie Dillenbeck announced that the fee for MAPA to 
participate in June Jam this year would be $1,500. Amelia 
Kirk made a motion that was unanimously approved for 
MAPA not to participate in June Jam and to concentrate on 
its own four festivals: Gospel, Rhododendron, Crafts, and 
October Colorfest. 

The North Lookout Mountain Volunteer Fire Department 
and Moon Lake School joint benefit was reported on by Dot 
Crow. The fire department received $600.00 and bought 
walkie talkies. Moon Lake School received $200.00 and pur­
chased carpet for the kindergarten area and teachers' lounge. 

Refreshments were served at the end of the meeting by 
MAPA members, Gerry and E d Disney, Marion and Bob 
Solomon, and Frances Rosario. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, April 6, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Kountry Chef. Hostesses are Mabel Kirk and Dorothy Crow. 
Charlyne O'Rear, owner of New Beginnings in Valley Head 
and Consultant for BeautiControl Cosmetics, will be in 
charge of the program. 

Do you have your tee shirt yet? The one that has " I sur­
vived the blizzard of '93" printed on it. There is one already 
out but I don't think anyone in Mentone needs it to remem­
ber what happened the five days from March 13-17, 1993. 
Snow 15-20 inches deep, drifts in excess of 5 feet, 35 mile an 
hour winds, 0 degrees one night, no electricity for all, no 
water for many, no vehicles could travel on the roads— you 
name it and we had it. As the days go by, I keep hearing sto­
ries of people helping people, sometimes at the risk of life 
and limb. Did you know that an emergency station was 
established in the city hall and someone from the DeSoto 
Rescue Squad, Mentone Volunteer Firefighters and/or the 
police department was there around the clock? One couple 
was stranded on Highway #117 and stayed there until they 
could continue to their destination. At least one young fam­
ily was brought there because of the lack of heat and food. 
So many people helped that I can't begin to name them all, jj. 
but two who helped everyone were Hcbson Kirby and * 
Butch Manifold. They cleared many roads and parking lots >>. 
and even cleared Highway #117 so that traffic could move * 
once again. Thanks guys!! We all benefitted from your 
actions. Of course I can't forget the great job the Sand 
Mountain Electric Cooperative did in restoring our power as 
quickly as they did (especially since I am married to one of 
the employees). Sometimes, their method may not make 
sense or please everyone, but it does work. The first priority 
was to restore power to the water systems of all the towns. 
Robert Lee, who worked in Mentone most of the time, could 
not get his truck down the road to the falls to trip the fuses J 
to Mentone's water pump and some nice young man (we're *• 
not sure who) came along in a high wheelbase truck and car­

ried him down there. I hope he reads this and knows that 
we all appreciate what he did. Next to be restored is the 
power to all stores and stations, then the lines that will 
restore the most homes, and finally those who have a tree on 
the line or other problems. Some exceptions were made 
when the concern was a health problem. It was definitely a 
storm to remember and to tell our grandchildren (and great­
grandchildren) about someday. I remember the other "big 
one" in 1960. We had less snow then but had ice build up on 
every thing. Many homes in Mentone were out of electricity 
for three weeks then. Again, thanks to all who helped to 
make the Storm of '93 a little easier for someone to get 
through. You are all heroes or heroines in my book. 

The Board of Directors of the Fire District met March 18. 
It was decided to start a fund to purchase a Jaws-of-Life. 
After all details are completed, I will tell everyone how you 
can help with this great need. Next meeting will be April 15 
at 7 p.m. in the fire hall. Anyone may attend these meetings. 

As I write this, a man who is very dear to me and to many 
others in Mentone, is having serious health problems. 
Please remember Leroy Schnider when you say your prayers 
or, if you don't pray, just hold good thoughts for him. He is 
a valuable asset to this town, he keeps our water "up to 
snuff" and never makes a big deal of it. He is one of 
Mentone's finest. 

An old saying I haven't heard in years, "Keep it in the 
middle of the road" may apply now. Hang on, Spring will 
be here and the trees will bud and the flowers will bloom 
and the birds will sing and children will go bare-footed, and 
we will all feel better. 

Mentone T-Shirts! 
M E N T O N E 

MOUNTAIN 

- N o w A t -
L O O K O U T M O U N T A I N 

E X C H A N G E 

W e d . - S a t . 
10 - 5 

S u n d a y 
12 - 5 

In the Hitching Post 

National Trust Lends Support to 
Mentone Heritage Foundation 
Mentone's Heritage Foundation, Inc., a non­

profit group formed a year ago with the principal 
purpose of obtaining the 109-year-old Mentone 
Springs Hotel as a Cornmunity/Museum/Tourist 
Center, was awarded a grant from the Southern 
Regional Office of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. The announcement was made from 
Representative Tom Bevill's office on Monday, 
March 29th. Dr. Bill Berry was author of the 
grant application. 

The matching grant will help to fund an on-site 
feasibility study by James Thompson of 
Hickerson Fowles Architects in Nashville. 
Charles H. Johnson, current title holder of the 
hotel, has consented to allow the foundation to 
follow through with this opportunity. Mr. 
Thompson will meet with both the executive 
board and the advisory board of the foundation 
and hold a public workshop before reporting his 
recommendations. 

The funding came from the Services Fund of 
the 103rd Congress. The National Trust was 
established in 1949 to aid local groups in preserv­
ing buildings and sites on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The Southern Regional Office 
is located in Charleston, South Carolina. 

The Mentone Town Council has adopted two 
ordinances strengthening existing zoning laws in 
order to protect old structures in the town. These 
go into effect April first and were done at the 
urging of the foundation and the Alabama 
Historical Commission, Montgomery, Lawrence 
Oaks, Director. 

Little River Hardware 
and Miscellaneous Mercantile 
HWY 117 Mentone, AL 35984 

(205) 634-4757 
1-800-634-4787 

VALLEY 

635-6151 

CITIZENS BANK 
OF VALLEY HEAD 
Large Enough to Serve You— 
Small Enough to Know You! 

Valley Head 635-6292 Ider 657-5122 
Member FDIC 



T h e 

C l u r c l i 
News 
By 
E V E L Y N G R A V E S 

T h e M o o n L a k e Bapt is t C h u r c h Y o u t h enjoyed a 
retreat h e l d n e a r E l l i j a y , G e o r g i a , the w e e k e n d of 
M a r c h 27-28. U n d e r the leadership of the n e w Youth 
Director , B r a d V a n C l e a v e , there is a strong interest 
among the y o u n g people attending services regularly 
and becoming i n v o l v e d i n the life of the church. T h e 
pulpi t committee continues to search for a regular pas­
tor. Reverend B i l l Jennings is do ing a fine job serv ing 
as inter im pastor. 

P l a n s a r e b e i n g m a d e a t the M e n t o n e U n i t e d 
M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h f o r H o l y W e e k s e r v i c e s o n 
Wednesday, Thursday, a n d Friday, A p r i l 7, 8, and 9, at 
6:30 p . m . W e d n e s d a y n i g h t w i l l be P r e p a r a t i o n . 
T h u r s d a y w i l l be the L o r d ' s Supper, a n d F r i d a y night 
w i l l be the S a y i n g s of the C r o s s . T h e r e w i l i be a n 
Easter egg h u n t on Saturday, A p r i l 10, at 2:00 p . m . A l l 
chi ldren are i n v i t e d . Mr . G r a n v i l l e Goss donated a n 
outdoor picnic table a n d placed it on the grounds. 

T h e Va l ley H e a d Baptist C h u r c h sheltered ten peo­
ple d u r i n g the recent s n o w storm. F o u r excriange s tu­
dents enroute to N e w Orleans w e r e stranded i n Val ley 
H e a d a n d w e r e t a k e n to the c h u r c h f o r s h e l t e r . 
Eugene a n d Juani ta S m i t h , a long w i t h Sadie Cooper 
a n d others , cooked for t h e m a n d took care of their 
needs d u r i n g this t ime. 

T h e U M W of the V a l l e y H e a d U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t 
C h u r c h observed Week of Prayer a n d Self Denia l w i t h 
a Quiet D a y service on M a r c h 30, fo l lowed b y a cov­
ered d i s h dinner. Reverend a n d M r s . Jeff A d k i n s took 
a s h o r t v a c a t i o n M a r c h 26-30 . R e v . A r n o W h i t e 
p r e a c h e d o n that S u n d a y i n the pas tor ' s absence . 
Reverend A d k i n s plans a B i r thday Breakfast on A p r i l 
4 f o r t h o s e w h o h a v e h a d b i r t h d a y s i n J a n u a r y , 
February, a n d M a r c h . 

I t i s the c o n s e n s u s a m o n g the m e m b e r s of the 
Mentone W e s l e y a n C h u r c h that they are h a v i n g the 
best services they have ever had . T h e y are particular­
l y fond of their n e w pastor, Reverend A d d i s o n . A spe­
cial Easter service is p lanned. There w i l l also be a spe­
cial Veterans D a y service i n M a y on the Sunday prior 
to Veterans Day. A l l veterans i n the m o r n i n g service 
w i l l be recognized a n d honored. 

The Mentone C h u r c h of G o d he ld a four-day r e v i v a l 
M a r c h 25-28. R e v e r e n d T o m B u r t o n f r o m P a n a m a 
City, F lor ida , w a s the evangelist. T h e chicken dinner 
on Saturday, M a r c h 27, w a s quite successful. 

Eas ter S u n d a y at the M e n t o n e C h u r c h of G o d of 
Prophecy w i l l inc lude a special service celebrating the 
resurrection of Chr i s t . There w i l l be a n egg h u n t at 12 
o'clock noon. E v e r y o n e is invi ted to attend. T h e m i s ­
sionaries w h o w e r e to have been present the weekend 
of the snowstorm have been rescheduled for A p r i l 18 
o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g for the w o r s h i p serv ice w h i c h 
begins at 11 a .m. T h e miss ionary is P h i l Pruitt . H i s 
w i f e D i a n a a n d smal l son w i l l be w i t h h i m . T h e y w i l l 
b r ing their South A m e r i c a n musica l instruments a n d 
w i l l be p r o v i d i n g m u s i c o n these i n s t r u m e n t s to 
acquaint the congregation w i t h the type of w o r s h i p 
s e r v i c e s h e l d i n S o u t h A m e r i c a . A p r i l 25 w i l l be 
F a m i l y Day. Special recognition is being g iven to f a m ­
ilies w h o attend as f a m i l y units , such as grandparents, 
parents, a n d chi ldren. 

T h e W i n s t o n M e m o r i a l P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h w i l l 
o b s e r v e C o m m u n i o n o n E a s t e r S u n d a y , w i t h 
Reverend Jerry D a v i s pres iding. Reverend L . A . Smith 
w i l l be the g u e s t s p e a k e r o n the t h i r d a n d f o u r t h 
S u n d a y s i n A p r i l . S e r v i c e s r e m a i n at 9:00 a . m . o n 
Sunday. T h e church welcomes a n y vis i tors . 

Saturday morning , A p r i l 3 , w i l l be C h u r c h Cleanup 
D a y a t S t . J o s e p h ' s O n - t h e - M o u n t a i n E p i s c o p a l 
C h u r c h . O n Sunday, A p r i l 4, P a l m Sunday, at 10:30 
a.m., there w i l l be a n outdoor service of the Procession 
of the Pa lms fo l lowed b y the regular w o r s h i p service 
of the Pass ion of Jesus C h r i s t . O n T h u r s d a y , at 5:30 
p . m . there w i l l be a C o m m u n i o n Service. O n Good 
Fr iday, there w i l l be a Remembrance Service, remem­
bering the sacrifice of C h r i s t on the cross. O n Easter 
Sunday, there w i l l be two services - at 9:30 a .m. there 
w i l l be a children's service, the f lower ing of the cross. 
T h e chi ldren w i l l place f lowers on the cross. A t 10:30 
a regular service celebrating the resurrect ion w i l l be 
h e l d . E v e r y W e d n e s d a y m o r n i n g a t 6:30 a . m . , the 
M e n ' s P r a y e r G r o u p m e e t s . A t 10 a . m . e v e r y 
Wednesday, there i s intercess ion w h e r e the w o m e n 
meet a n d p r a y for everybody. I n the homes of m e m ­
bers, the church is i n a series of Saturday night dinners 
cal led koinonia . There w i l l be a koinonia o n the 17th 
of A p r i l . T h i s is the second i n the series. O n Sunday 
evenings, a n in formal service of prayer a n d praise is 
held , a n d everyone is welcome to attend. 

The U n i o n H i l l Baptist C h u r c h Y o u t h C h o i r part ic i ­
p a t e d i n the D e K a l b B a p t i s t A s s o c i a t i o n a l C h o i r 
F e s t i v a l h e l d at F i r s t Bapt is t C h u r c h i n F o r t P a y n e . 
Reverend M a c k M c G i n n i s of Athens , Tennessee, w a s 
guest speaker recently i n a Tuesday e v e n i n g service. 
T h r e e of the c h u r c h m e m b e r s h a v e b e e n n a m e d 
a m o n g "Fort Payne ' s heroes" d u r i n g the s n o w s t o r m 
because of their care a n d concern for people w h o h a d 
specific needs a n d they r isked their o w n safety to help 
t h e m . B u t c h a n d A m y G r e g g dedicated their baby 
daughter, Corey Beth, i n the Sunday m o r n i n g service 
o n M a r c h 28 . U N I T Y , a s i n g i n g g r o u p f r o m the 
church, as w e l l as T h e Youth Choir , have been invi ted 
to participate i n T h e Gospel Mus ic Fest iva l to be held 
i n E d w a r d M a s o n P a r k i n Mentone i n A p r i l . P lans are 
being made for several n e w membership orientation 
classes to be taught i n the near future. T h e church is 
beginning to formulate some ideas for enlarging the 
sanctuary to accommodate the over f lowing crowds i n 
the services . G r e a t things are h a p p e n i n g , a n d G o d 
continues to bless! 

Bring in this ad for a 10% Discount 
on Your Next Visit 

Offer Expires April 30,1993 
-Serving- , , . _ _ > _ > - -Hours-

SUNDAY LUNCH ]M&hSJk Mon-.Wed.Thu-Fri-
Friday Night Special - Catfish © J t f c B S 10a.m.-9p.m. 
Saturday Special-Chicken & Wjf ™ Saturday 7 am.-9 p.m. 
Hamburgers and Pizza Tool Sundays 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

HIGHWAY 117 • MENTONE • 634-4232 

Hwy. 40 West • Henagar • 657-3841 

Trees & Shrubs 

Rhododendron 
Bushes 

Spring Flowers 
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Wedding and 
Funeral 

Arrangements 

Flowers for 
Special Occasions 

Ministerial Association PAGE 11 
The N o r t h D e K a l b Minis ter ia l Associat ion w i l l spon­

sor a C o m m u n i t y S u n r i s e S e r v i c e i n v o l v i n g a l l the 
churches i n the area, at 6:30 a .m. , at Chester C r o w ' s 
residence ( formerly the Lee C r o w residence) one mi le 
north of Mentone on the hi l l top. A n appointed com­
mittee is putt ing together the program. A s President, 
Reverend D o n Brock w i l l coordinate a n d preside at the 
service . T h e committee w i l l select a speaker for the 
service. H e has not yet been named. A l l churches are 
invi ted. I f people w a n t to br ing l a w n chairs , they may. 
Other seating w i l l be provided . I n case of ra in , the ser­
v i c e w i l l be m o v e d to the Mentone R e v i v a l Center . 
T h e Center is just off H i g h w a y 117 at Bankhead. 

Sponsorhip i n Nat ional D a y of P r a y e r w a s discussed 
a n d approved for the Mentone P a r k on M a y 6, at 5:30 
p.m. Lynette M c C a r y w a s appointed cha i rman. R a i n 
site w i l l be St. Joseph's Episcopal C h u r c h or, perhaps, 
the old hotel . 

The Cryer Brothers, David and Mike. 
Cryer Brother Woodworks 
B e g u n i n J a n u a r y 1993 , C r y e r B r o t h e r s ( D a v i d 

a n d M i k e ) W o o d w o r k s i s n o w i n f u l l p r o d u c t i o n 
a t o p L o o k o u t M o u n t a i n . T h e s p i n n i n g w h e e l 
s p e c i a l i s t s o p e r a t e t h e n e w e s t b u s i n e s s i n 
M e n t o n e , a n d t h e i r p r o d u c t s a re o n d i s p l a y a t the 
K o u n t r y C h e f R e s t a u r a n t . O t h e r p i e c e s h a n d ­
c r a f t e d p e r i n d i v i d u a l o r d e r s i n c l u d e w o o d e n 
p e d e s t a l b o w l s , q u i l t r a c k s , a n d d o l l r o c k e r s . A l l 
i t e m s a r e m a d e of 1 0 0 % r e d o a k , o b t a i n e d f r o m J . 
P . S m i t h i n M e n l o , G e o r g i a . E v e r y p i e c e i s 
s h a p e d a n d f o r m e d b y h a n d . 

T h e a r t of c r e a t i n g a h a l f - s c a l e w o r k i n g s p i n ­
n i n g w h e e l w a s l e a r n e d b y M i k e C r y e r o v e r a s i x -
m o n t h p e r i o d a s a p p r e n t i c e to R i c k R e e v e s , 
M a r e n g o , I o w a . R e e v e s i s the n u m b e r one s p i n ­
n i n g w h e e l a r t i s t i n the w o r l d a n d s p e c i a l i z e s i n 
the 1840 S a x o n y , G e r m a n y , r e p l i c a . O t h e r t h a n 
the C r y e r b r o t h e r s , there a re n o other a r t i s t s w h o 
p r o d u c e the h a l f - s c a l e m o d e l s . T h e w h e e l s a r e 
m a d e i n the f i n e s t w o o d w o r k i n g t r a d i t i o n p a s s e d 
o n f r o m c r a f t s m a n t o c r a f t s m a n . P r i c e d a t 
$175.00, a n d t a k i n g t w o w e e k s to c o m p l e t e , the 
s p i n n i n g w h e e l s c a n b e o r d e r e d b y c a l l i n g e i ther 
D a v i d or M i k e C r y e r a t (205) 845-0704. 

I N S I S T O N T H E B E S T 

S O L I D R O Y A L 
M A H O G A N Y D O O R S 
With Beveled, Stained, or Etched Glass 

E L E G A N T 
E N T R I E S 

(A Division of Whitley's Stained Glass) 

1 0 5 N . G a u l t A v e . 

F o r t P a y n e , A L 3 5 9 6 7 

P h o n e : 8 4 5 - 3 0 3 2 
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DeSoto State Park presents 

2nd Annual Wildflower Saturday 
May 1 & May 8 

Get back in touch with nature at DeSoto State Park during 
the 2nd Annual Wildflower Saturday, May 1 and May 8. 
The events scheduled are: 

May 1,1993 
830 a j n . - Welcome and Orientation - Meet at the Nature 

Center located next to the Country Store. Parking available 
in the Picnic Area across the street. 

9:00 a.m. to 1130 a jn . - Wildflower Hikes - Wildflower 
identification and photography 

1130 aon. - L U N C H - Wildflower Saturday Buffet. 
Lunch at the Lodge- $5.95 + tax and tip. 

1:00 pjn . to 330 pjn . - Wildflower Hikes- Wildflower 
identification and photography. 

Guest field trip leaders are Dot & Bill Threlkeld of the 
Huntsville Wildflower Society. Paul Franklin, President of 
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 

May 8,1993 
830 a.m. - Welcome and Orientation- Meet at the Nature 

Center located next to the Country Store. Parking available 
in the Picnic Area across the street. 

9:00 a.m. to 1130 a.m. - Wildflower Hikes - Azalea 
Cascade Trail and West Fork of Little River. 

1130 aoii. - L U N C H - Wildflower Saturday Buffet. 
Lunch at the Lodge- $5.95 + tax and tip. 

1:00 pjn . to 3:00 p jn . - Wildflower Hikes- Azalea 
Cascade Trail and West Fork of Little River. 

Guest field trip leader is Bonnie Todera of Huntsville 
Wildflower Society. 

All hikes and programs are free to the public. For more 
information, contact Ken Thomas, Naturalist, at DeSoto 
State Park-845-0051. 

Junior Miss and Miss Chattooga County 
Beauty Pageant 

On Saturday, March 27, 7:00 p.m., at the Chattooga 
County High School, in Summerville, Georgia, the Junior 
Miss and Miss Chattooga County Beauty Pageant was held. 
The theme throughout was "I ' l l Always Love You," by 
Whitney Houston. There were 24 Junior Miss Chattooga 
County contestants, and 23 Miss Chattooga County contes­
tants. A new category was added to the pageant this year: 
Miss Photogenic. The directors of the pageant were Kay 
Worsham and Darlene Scoggins. The mistress of ceremonies 
was Denise Fisher Jones. The sound manager was Steve 
Scoggins. The escorts were Kyle Duke, Sam Guerra, Cedrick 
McClinic, and Frank Lay. Entertainment was provided by 
Nikolia Shropshire. The florists who donated flowers to the 
winners were: Duff's, Money's Flowers, Sara's Flowers, 
Flowers 'n Such, Peppers Colonial House, and the Flower 
Basket. 

The winners in each division are as follows: 
Miss Chattooga County: 
NAME H U E 
Kathy Ballard; 1993 Miss Photogenic 
Heather M. Herring; 1993 Miss Chattooga County 
Dori A. Smith; 1 st Runner Up 
Felecia Thomas; 2nd Runner Up 
Junior Miss Chattooga County; 
NAME TITLE 
TrinaYancy; 1993 Miss Photogenic 
Laura C. Merrell; 1993 Junior Miss Chattooga County 
Sarah C. Crawford; 1st Runner Up 
Tonya Johnson; 2nd Runner Up 

Nippersink Lodge 
Work available for assistant-cook. Call 634-

4255. 

N A T I O N A L 
K E E P A M E R I C A B E A U T I F U L 

M O N T H 
The month of April is National Keep America Beautiful;:;: 

(KAB) month — a time to re-evaluate environmental goals:;:;: 
Reducing. Recycling. Reusing, a month for special and excit-g 
ing projects participated in by children and adults. Under :•:• 
the leadership of MAPA's Environmental Education:;:; 
Chairman, Marion Solomon, teachers Angie Bell, Joyce:;:; 
smith, and Linda Lawton will be spearheading local schools 
involvement in some interesting activities during April.;:;; 
Stay turned for Kids Saving Earth, and be ready to witness *: 
meaningful things happening! Be ready to support them! ;j;: 
Read all about it in the May issue of the Groundhog. The ;ft 
fate of our planet is held in the hands of each one of us. :| 
Education is the key and KAB is committed to this end. 

Trivia Question: If a million people stopped their junk g 
mail, how many trees per year would be saved? (Answer g 
next month.) 

DeSoto Rescue Squad CPR Class 
Announcement for C P R Class: 
Since the March CPR class was cancelled because of the ;l;l 

storm, the CPR class has been rescheduled for April 20,1993, :•:• 
at 7:00 p.m. The CPR class is open to the public. The class 
will meet at the American Legion Building in Mentone. For 
more information, call the following persons: 

Darlene Smith - 634-4736 
Mike Kennamer - 634-4484 
Bene Green -635-6424 
New Members: 
The Rescue Squad would still like to recruit new mem­

bers. If anyone is interested, please attend one of our meet­
ings held on the first and their Tuesdays of each month. 
Applications will be available for those who are 18 years or 
older and wish to join the Rescue Squad. You don't have to 
be medically trained, you can be trained trough the rescue 
squad. 

Cook Book: 
The Rescue Squad continues to gather recipes for their 

cook book fund raiser. Anyone who would like to con- £ 
tribute recipes is most welcome. Please have recipes printed :•:•• 
or typed on 3X5 index cards. Include your name, address, 
and phone number along with any good health tips. Drop 
your recipes off at The Tiger's Inn, Valley Head or Little 
River Hardware. Recipes for the cookbook will be chosen 
by April 15th. The funds will be used toward the purchase 
of training equipment and to send Rescue Squad members 
to school for additional training. For more information, call 
the following persons: 

Phyllis McElhaney - 635-6318 
Jennifer Smith - 634-4577 
Walt Pullen-635-6421 

I— Don't Run 
Around 

Looking for it 

ft: I 
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Send Check Today 
Payable to: 

MENTONE AREA 
PRESERVATION ASSN. 

(M.A.P.A.) 
P.O. Box 50 

Mentone, AL 35984 

Your membership and 
subscription is lax-deductible 

God's Minute 
By RUBY BROCK 

God is our refuge and strength. A very 
present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1 

When trouble comes your way and 
your life seems upside-down, and you 
have no one to turn to, turn to God. He is 
our refuge. He is our strength. He is a 
very present help. He'll be there if you 
will trust in Him. 

^r^Woodhaven 
B e d - n - B r e a k f a s t 

Historic Valley Head Home 
Enjoy the comfort and hospitality of a historic turn-of-

\ ~f the-eentury home in a park-like setting. Large sitting-
ll \ bedrooms, each with its own fireplace 

( S ^ S . Catering, Receptions, Reunions, 
Private Dinners 

r 

y 
u 

( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 5 - 6 4 3 8 t 3 
Route 2, Box 10A 

^'.rrrj-.j. Lowry Road 
*a| Valley Head, AL 35989 
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Organic Herb Plants 
Perennial and 

'.Everlasting Flowers 
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OPEN HOUSE 

Csii-l£c %fxw yiww ttsul (j ITtft fttiUSf-
3TCS5,9aar77l 

CloudTand, go. 30731 
706-398-3872 

Ttease come andhelp us edebrau tfational 
flerti May 3 thru 9. "WennUh•having 
a special Open ffnuse cesebratum on Sunday, 
May 9 - Mother's Day. "Mfc have a very (rice 
selection of Que herb pianist, perennials, etr 
everlasting fbaiers. *HV are located on top 
of Lookout Mix. aim* Rising fanm, gn on the 
g*./ S\CJL stale One. 

from Menione . IX.. Turn "Horth it the tOnij^g 
light at the intersection where the oil Menione 
Springs "Hotel and the (stg Cabin DeM are. this 
wad passes the Water towers. In about a milt, 
it tarns to dirt, go approx 6 miles. When the 
road tarns baa\. to pavement, yea fume crossed 
the Gfl. state One. Oar dtmaray hems to the 
right about J/4 mile from the state tine. 'There, 
art four mailboxes, go approx, t/4 mite to the 

greenhouse. 


