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Zora Shay Strayhorn

by Jean Molebee,
A Proud Historian

Creativity and Spontaneity: It's never
too late,

“My life hasn't been a total waste,"
laughs Zora Shay Strayvhorn, author of Men-
tone, Alabama: A History. "l went to
Dorothy Lamour's wedding reception, and
I've danced with Lawrence Welk." She has
the photographs and souvenirs to prove it.

And, like the movie stars in her native
California, Zora changed her name. Born
Frances Imogene Shay, she changed her
name after the early deaths of her parents
and her only brother. She was named
Imogene after her paternal grandmother, a
Christian Science practitioner. The new
name was designed for her by friends to
help assuage her grief over the deaths in her
family.

The writer jusi turned T77; she graduated
from Northeast Alabama State Junior
College in Rainsville in 1978 with a degree
in science--the oldest woman graduate.
Previously she was graduated from
Longmire's Business College in San Bernar-
dino, California, where she had gone during
the Depression. Zora's father was a druggist
and real estate agent and broker. She had
studied for a year and a half at San Bernar-
dino Valley College, but circumstances for-
ced her to change to the business college.

Zora had a gquotation ready for The
Groundhog: ““The secret of being tiresome is
in telling everything,” by Voltaire. Then she

[eonl. on p. 4]
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MUSICAL MOUNTAIN

Durisg the parade Sasis rdes the Meatons Maggie

The Mentone Area Merchanis Assoclation, members of
MAPA,. the Town Cooncll smd many others worksd
together o decorate Memione and gei an sarly start on
the relebration of Christmas.

This year's Musical Mountain Chrisimas, which has
become mm anngal holiday event, took place during the
first weekend of December. Un Friday might a tees
leghn J ki k il she [(eagivilies

turned oul Lo be no easy Lask: I took the combined -
forts of & namber of Menlong citieens |'|JII'| Sand Moun-
tain Elsctric Co-op's Hilly Clanton, Hoberi Stons, Jobs
Chipwood. Crockett Smith, Stan Shaggs, L. W. Moses,
Mickey Wilkigatan, and CONTELs Jeck Johnsion. (Both
SMECDC ami CONTEL supplied trucks equipped wilk
cherry psichers )

The Log Cabin Dell Delighis

O Saturday morning Santa made his sppectence an
part of the Mentone Chrisimas parade. Oihers in the
parade included the Mentone Police and Fire Departnsen
iz, Tony Coggans, WFPA Radio, Mayor Hob Hammomd
AND Siaie Senator Lowell Basron. the F_'l."-r- and Vabley
Head High School Marching Bamds. the DeSols Hescus
Sgund. WQRX Hade, the Menlone Maggie wilkh Santa at
the wheal. WSAF Hadeo, and the Log Cabin Deli staff

The rest of the weekend was [illed with music and &n
lertanment, refreshments, wvisits [roon Senia, and &
variety of dihier activiiles: Mark Herndon was on Band io
ugn sulographs ai the Mentone Springs Hotel: Mentons
sboplsepers merved refreshmenis and gave away door
prigei; &l the White Elephant Galleries there was banjo
playing while Santa gave camdy o all the children; Lhe
kids sesmed o enjoy the weekend as moch i nod maore
than cthe sdiglis

The Indian:

American
Heritage of Shame
by Mickey Strickland

This area is a special place. Nowhere else on earth does
& river originate on the tep of & mountain and flow there
for miles through high canyon walls and over low
platenus to create such wildly besutiful scenes ns rapids
fomming and muarmaring whers welers mest anciedl
stones, and whore dark poods keep the secrets of the hir-
th of & mountaln and the death of a natien hidden in
thilr depihs, barely whispering them on the surfsce of
thi Black water [or many to hear, bul lor few Lo onder
stand ar care

When Andrew Jackson decided that the Indism peopls
were lesa than human amd were to be herded into pens
like cattle and driven o & desolate, barren place far from
this rich homeland, thai they were Lo be siarved amd
beaten in the chilling dead of winter, how sppropriaie
that the death march should be called the Trail of Tears.

There wers many reasons Lo weep on that prophstic
journey. that infamous example of the European sititude
of intoleramce and hatred for thoss who possessed thoss
things “they™ wanted fo own. AL least hall of the
Cherokeen lost their lives on that enforced trek. Tears
poured like Lhe rivers of home down the gaunt cheeks ol
once-proad feces as childres died from exhaostion, ex-
posure, and hunger. Then the elders began to fall by the
wayside and were either killed by Jackson's soldiers or
keft to sulfer untld Death claimed his own. Mother s with
child hadl their babies while the rest trudged oaward,
then pleked up the bloody rags swaddling the doomed in-
famt=and within hours of giving hirth, wers forosd Lo
keep up with the others,

Many seitlers along the way would give food wnd
blankets Lo the Indinps, feeling miense remorse for o
situation they knew (o be founded in thier own desire Lo
possess  Lhat whickh beloaged o apother. One wodman
lmcame obsessed with the endless stream of bailssed
humanity and devoled bersell sndisssly Lo wsing wsny
means she could to give suppliss (o thess wretched
beings. She slept little, became increasingly distraught,

. mewi fimably broke cempletely uodet Uie stiad ol gudt sbo

felt for her people wha would foel pone of their own, She
mEver recoversd

Nelther did the Indian Nation. The barren pleces ol
land they were forced Lo take in return for their bovely
homedand were safen away by Lhe vorscious hunger of
the whit¢ man untl only scraps remalsa. Unstll 1968, @t
was & violation of law to be an Indisp, The Indian had
Lo deny his heritage, practice his roligion in secrel and
praless Lo be samelbhung he was ol 18 prider Lo .ZMP his
land apd home. Mo child, if & was known b& wos an In-
dian, pould go to schoal. If the government found ool &
child was [mdian, he was taken away [ram kis parenis
and placed in Indinn boarding schools This was (or ks
own good, he was told, to help him be “assimilaied ~ inlo
the white man's world and siripped of hia dwn. The In-
dian bearned o e, angd (o say be was "Black Jrish™ or
“Black Dutch” and to take a Europesn mame. Even then
he lived in constant fesr of discovery

State governmenis sniered (nlo agreemenis with the
young United Stales in order to “rd"” Lhelr aseas of In-
dians=by whoteser means & Look, however iBhufmas or
deapicable. In Georgia, mo Indisn ¢ould dig the gold on
his own land. A whiteé man could howeves, and often stole
it withowt & gualm, If an Indian was wromged. ke coukd
nol appenr in court, although his while antagonist couald.
Al jodgements were 0 favor of the white man and
mutomatically gave him all the Indisn femiy owned. If
the Indian did not make i throughk the often-karsh Win
ter, no one seensed ready Lo protest. We have one of the
most [nir amd equitable court systems in the workd, but
this prowd institution must bear the goilt and shame of
inLelerance aril unfairFmess when (@ was used. and is still
betng wsnd. for the benefit of a fow ot the expenss of the
rghts of the Individgal Jostice must be blind, and to see
her looking imto the black kearta of special-interest
Eroups pramoling mass-hysieria in the name of the com-
mon good or I the name of God, s 9 sés Jusbice
destroved. Whelher it be the Japaness |ocked mio con-
ceniration camps in the West during Workd YWar 11, of
the Indian people still heing ubngsed, or woimen Urealed s
if they were less than men, or blacks denied basic human
rights becouse of the color of their =kin. or por-
mographer's “rights” defendsd while the lives of children
are destroyed in the prooess, or poor people treated as if
Lo b hqnp_-r-. and homeless B sometow § Jodgement of
CGhod or thier own faubl, it is theé prodset of Uhe AEeTCEn
dream bicome 8 nightmare becauss Jusige has olien
beesen prostifuied and degraded in the fname of the o
i e

Even thoagh the Indian people were Lheated =0 hadly
the nmaen signed ap i asdounding mumlees duringe wartime
in arder o dedend thal which the white pman had stolen
The land was lke a child o the Indisn: no maiter who

lcondiniped on page 1)

Town
Council Meeting

At the December Town Cooncll mesting Mayor Hob
Hammond anncunced that the droaght is afficially over:
the storage tanks are full and weter ot this Ume of the
yokr 18 plentifal

The Mayor peesenied the Council members with copies
of ihe audit for the yesr ending September 30, 1588 It
will ba reviewesd over the el month snd discossed at
Japuary s meeting

The Cowncil cillingd plans L6 baishhog the Lall biash
and grass along several of the Towa's side siresets. LUns
fortunately, street repair work has been slowed by iLhe
raley weather we've experionced of late.

It shouldnt be long before cable T.V. b available in
Mentone, The latesi reports are that Hoves [ooley is
mAkMnE proETEsE o6 in!tll!il".d the cahbs A AL l'll'l'l'.ili.ll'.i!
mo dilficulties arise, it should only be & matier of wesks
before e completes imstallaticn

The Town Councll wrged that all pecple opsrating =
business in Mentons make sure they oblain & basiness
license. The licenses lor 1987 may be purchased &b Che
Town Hall begunaing Jangary |

Adver a breel discussban the Councill decided (o rest out
the room that ad one Ume boased ihe old Post (HGee.
The exira moaney e renl waianld pravide wiill hﬂp I RET o 8
the hrsa of revemus sharing funds

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

On Ssturday evening December 20 at T:00 P5M. the
Mentone Wesleynn Choir will present the Christmss
Musical entitled “'Chriermas,,, Thats Wiy~

JANUARY MAPA

MEETING
January 6, 1986
Tuesday

Speaker: Pat Everstt
Topic: A discussion of the travel industry.

N

The Parlor
St. Joseph's On-the-Mountain
Church

7:00 p.m.

THE
CITIZENS BANK

Large Enough to Serve You—
Small Enough to Know You,
Member FDIC
Valley Head, Ala. 635-6453
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POETIC LICENSE
By Greg Purvis

Postry o Bn Sncient &rf ol words and phonstic '-.l.dnhhﬂ-
whach mre heoaghl togpeiher Lo (orm o nearly sudihie JiC
ture in the reader’s mind. Postry exn be expressed im
short verse or songs, and = wriiten shoul every sabjpec
ok can imagine. Mosl tradilional or classcal posms bend
Lo rhivite 0 @ manmer Fock e
I went down (o Lhe markel place
To st whal | might Ced
Andd theré a jarl in mce lace
Leaving hir tears behind
"Flace’ and ‘Lace’ and “Find” and “Behind’ rhyme.

However, much modern. or imagistic poetry, doss not
rhyme. The rhyme is not the most important element of
the poem, it is the feeling | produces in the reader,

Teke & nonrhyming porns which tries Lo deseribs the
feeling of & bost pet. [t's called ~A Cat’s Funeral Dirge.”
Wheésn my |BLhe cat deed

He was. ot least. happy
Mo greal machine, the Satan of cat-kisd

Har him over in the sireet ke 0 rag
Mo tremesdous, slavering canise choked him

In & gaping rabid maw
And no cal dissase streck him dead

(M cancer or consamplion
It was only thet it was Bis Lbmes

To psi on

To cal beaven
He died, apd when | saw him

My syes filled with toars
Laying rigid in the grass

Afmongst the cat-nip amd clover
The winad taimbed with dhust

Blew throagh his mangy fur
But [ knew, il he could have,

He waoidld have bien similing
Bécaise he died in the Felds

Where always he was happiest

But some pecple do nol know the pootic law, which |
will sum up in : “The right to wrile unbiased by rules of
EraEimar OFf oOfmposilush, (B any -l:ilvl:" wikh ERY words
and in any theme.” Some people think all postry muost
rhyme. S bere ls ome for them, aboot the coming of
night
Oh, might is coming lke a8 wave

A sweel and pentle kiss
Night is coming, hear it ory

Liks & FwaR-aohg iR Lhe misl
."'ilﬂht 18 brooding over e

Wisibe in my cradia | sloep
From the oary atr 11 dfips

Frofm Lhe window il widl see
The darkress comes across the land

Swallowing the sun
Might is brooding over ms

And ithe darkmiss Bas aily baigun

Zors Shay Straborn signs & copy of her MENTONE
ALABAMA: A HISTORY. A large crowd jursed oul (=
parchase the history and have i sutographed by ibe
mil lbor during & receplien beld st the Mrolone Inn.

& The
Groundhog

Puciished monthly by the Mentone Area
Preservation Association. First conceived
on Grou Day, 1982, and organized
April 6, 1982, for the purpose of preseny-
ing and protecting the heritage, natural an-
vironment, and other unique qualities of life
in the Mentohe Area. Charterad as a non-

profit organization by the State of Alabama.
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Our Town
by Greg Purvis

LCULLEGE BOUND! Fort Payrse students Greg Purvis
David Lusk, amd Bemnett Morrison have ben scoepled
mto the University of Alsboma for the fall of 1857, The
thres students are semiors st Fort Paves Hugh School

-

The DeSoia Hescos Sl ol hedd s maneal Cheistmas
dinner to elect olficers for fall 1987 on Toesday, [Deoem
ber2. The dinner wan held ot Aelenas for all Sguesd
meemshers  and  Lher apisiaes.  Alveiwards, Lhe election
commiftes nominated olfeers for [URT, Thoss clficers are
Captain-Joe Stephens, 1si |4 -Pleas Cox, 2ad Li—Jessio
Crabirrps - Qerwpr meeMepgagiree | lnds Praws  Qesrpant
Devid Mays, and Chaplain-Raymond Hrown, The
Program Commitice consists of Mary Hroun, Mee Shigleg
and Beity Stephens

Plews Cox ond mew member Bill Adams attended a
poumly meeling with Linds Brown nesr Birmingham last
rranlh

The Hescus Squad s open for new members . The
meetings are held every secomd Teesday im eachk monih
at &30 P

-

eSoda State Park, whder the supervisson of [hrector
Talmadge Butler., @ bepaning to opgrade Che park [or
Lhe spring4ime toarssl rish. Buller savs that the Fall-
Wintér semson was unasuslly pood this vear. There were
seyveral good weeks in early Automn whes the trees were
colorful. Builer alss comemesied that the waier lovel (s
the river is st pormal res aiur the November raips

r—-*—-—-——————————————.—— —ﬂ

To MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION !
ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in support of the ob- |
jectives of MAPA, desiring to join with |
others in preserving and protecting the |
heritage, natural environment and other uni- |
que qualities of life in the Mentone area, | |
enclose &5 for voting membership for one |
through June 1987. ;
NAME: :
ADDRESS: :

i

I

el e T e—

S —— T T S — O — — I

Burt-Whitmire
Funeral Home, The.

fH-’. ,5#.‘.:1.4&." L #“—F:ﬂﬂﬂdﬂ‘ fuuufl

»'.'J'?. g Etu.t g‘l., "Dyivector

Lels Bedl Pullen, Receo b onmf

Valley Head, HAlabama
638-6247

B
LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

Dhenr Ciroundbog:

| wisit the Mentone area freguently with (riends, We
enjoy our visils Lo vour town and we love réading The
Groundhog. | Bve jusi ose guestion: How's the fishing.
We're planning a fshing trip for the spring. and we were
wondering if we should [nelode Mentone as & posaible
chiice.

Kenny Whitehill
Atlanta, Chsorgis

I'm told the feshing in Litihe River i fslr to sxcollent,
depending on your skill as o fisherman, the ume of vedr,
ete. However, you should be swere that Alsbama’s
fiakimg bicense laws have jest changed. The following in-
formation was givem Lo me by the DEFARTMENT OF
COMNSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES:

A new Alsbama law makes same changes in the old
fishing license requirementi sa it applies wo people from
ol of slatls

First of all, ponresidents who are 18 years old or alder
muast have a valid annual or trip flshing license whether
they fish In puoblic witers or privately-oweed ponds i
Alshams. It vesd 0 be that nonrésidents were exempt
from purchasing s beense if they fished in privately
owned pands. This pew lew applies Lo Ffresh, salt pe
brwckish walera

Sscondly, the new law establishes a reciprocal cost
basis for fiskermen of Florkds, Gesrgia. Louwisiann
Miszissippi. and Tennessee. When fishermen who live ko
thess siates come Lo fish in Alsbama, they will pay ap
proximately the same price for an Alabama licenss that
gn Alabama fisherman would have o pay lor a Dshang
ewnse |5 Floride, Georgia, Lodissana, Mississippl, aF
TenpeEsde

My Favorite
Things

All Natural Teas
Gourmert Coffee Blends
__Gifts - Crafts - Antigues

Un The Square in Mentone G-4676
Wy Ty Ry N T et T N R b B g T T e g B T R R W g g N R R R R Ty

"
7  Christmas :
d Whiil dosss Chistimss mean bo me :.
s It's more than gifts end o tree: #
/ The love of God was shown afar, :r_
£ As His S8on came from Heaven Lo whers we are, M
:: The angels came 0 Lbe shepherds,
’ in = field, :.
¢ Telling of the birth of a faithiul #
.- mhuihd, ,.
# A star shooe brightly in the y
’ Hethlehem shy, %
': Telbing: of the hrth of one wha
. would sacrifically die; 2
: There was no moom W Lthe kb :.
# Therefore, He was born &n Lhe /!
':- stable where animals had bewn ’
: Gosd s orny Sorn Wl Bo'w ol earth
r He wan honoded wilh ghald
i Fronkincenss, and myreh

His S50 was fow in Che manger :.

And @s s @& Che Kimp Pesind "'

there was afger .-'
: He beowmght to varib, koo :'
' Tidings &f Great Joy :-
:l Arceanphde 0O FVERY WEN, WOTan :
j girl el Boy, #
- The greatost gift of all has been ::
_: Even, : :
: T eyeryoee who seoepis Him ¥
: Theisre & hame in Heaven :
We celehrate Christimas because #
.; af Jesus' barth :
A For He brought “Good Telshgs of Lireal ;
': Jeav™ Lo carth ;
#
¢ Seasons Girvetings Throughost Lhe :
Year, (roen Wenter to Fall, and a :
: Merry Chiistieas o You Al /)
’ ;
- Wrivten Hy: Rev, James L Young "
y ;
4 Seazons (ireviings /
4 Mr, and Mrs, James © Young /
A Valley Head Hardware /
I"__“.“\ll_ e Y % S Myt T T N N Ny e T Ty Ty
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Located On The Historic

Mentone

REALTY

REALTOR®

Box 123, Mentone, AL 35984

(205) 634-4767 /4776

Please Mail Early!

Fosimasier Benny Goss asks that
everyone please gel their Christimas cards
and packages In the mall as early as
possible. Mailing early will ensure thal your
mail is received on time.

Any Time
by Lew Keith

What follows was extracted from an enjoyable
morning of conversation with Zora Shay
Strayhorn. LYK

On the writing of Menrtone Alobamar A
History:

At one Ltime-it was around May of 1984-]
began to toss around the idea of writing the
history of Mentone.

I was overcoming my fear of writing, fesling
more at ease with it. | had been working with
Jean MeGehes for several months. [ wrote a
number of manuscripts which Jean would
read; she'd then have me rewrite them, honing
them, rewriting them ten or twenty times.
One day 1 decided to visit Northeast Alabamna
Junior College: ['d graduated from there in
1978, sa [~know most of the teachers, |
visited with Dr. Horton, Dr. Pendley. Dr
Woods, and Mr. Hester: | told them 1 had
been thinking about writing a book. Dr. Hor-
ton told me to “Just start at the beginning
and write.” [ visited with them for over two
hours. | told them about Mavdoc, who thev
were only slightly familiar with, During the
two hours that we talked they gave me a lot
of support and really inspired me to write the
book. They told me: “Zora, you can do it, so
go ahénd and do it.”" 1 give them credit in the
Trninke,

Nightingale

driworks
Handcerafted Pottery

CROW'S NEST

ANTIQUES

antiques-Crystal-China
Collectisles & Gifts

Square

-ﬂﬂl_r Hewer Fdenas ofn -fu"'.u.l"'r'.;.mrr e

s riers”

The Gourdies.

“Imperfectly Adorable”

For giving . . .

i i

I remember Mr., Hester—who {3 the business
mansger-asking me what religion | was. |
told him that 1 was some place between an
astrologer and a Mormon; he howled with
laughter. But seriously, [ have just one creed:
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and Love and
forgiveness, | wrote the history of Mentone
because I love Mentone,
On what the future holds:

I have a deep love
donations and school supplies to a small
Methodist school in Halare-it used to be
called Salisbury. 1 have a deep desire Lo ses
Africa, Lo see the children who until now [“we
only seen in photographs, before the Z1st cen-
tury arrives. Alot of my friends say its too
dangerous. If I'm going to die, I'd as soon die
in Africa,

On life:

I believe that life is lived in moments, You
can take a whole lifetime, and there are really
only a few moments that really sing out
against the background. The quality is much
maore important than the quantity.

On Mentone:

Before 1 came to Mentone | had this con-
cept of elegance: I was a snob. When Dixie
(Zora’s deceased husband) got out of the Navy
we moved here. AL that time we had a place
just off River RHoad. We had a gorgeous car
then, but we always had te park it up the
road when the stream was high, then trudge
throogh the mud to the house. 1 had planned
on settling somewhere in southern California:
but Dixie had other plans-and mow ['m glad
he did. Eventually 1 fell in love with the
Mountain: [ love this environment and [ do
what | can to preseve its natural beauty.

I remember a conflict we once had with
strip miners: they came to us and tried to buy
our land. At that time 1 didnt even have a
car. Dixie would say “Why don't we sell part
of the land.” We didnt pay very much for the
lamd, and the miners were talking about

of Africa, [ send

For getting . . . For loving!

giving us E5000 for a few acres, But [
wouldn't, | told Dixie: “"Neo. 1 love wou, |
don't always like vou, but | alwayvs love wou.
But 1 will not see the land spoiled.” The only
things that | really have around here are the
trees, the birds, and the fresh air. Money's
fine; I'm mot against money, Hut | will never
trade the guality of the land for mere dollars,
Dixie told me I could be driving a new
Cadillac; but [ didn't want to own a Cadillac-
it wouldn't be wise to dnive a Cadillac on
these old bumpy roads,

On success:

To me suctess is abundant good health; not
just  physically, but metaphysically,
emotionally, spiritivally, the whole picture, I
think you should like yvourself enormously. To
express yourself, to have the time to do it in,
is also very important. People think they need
a lot of money to be successful; money is just
a tool. If vou want to paint. money buyvs vou
paint; money gets vou to the point where vou
don't continpally worry about paving bills.
Success has many different meanings, buot
mOnEY Can nol measure SUOcess,

Omn truth:

A universal truth is applicable to any body,
to any place or time. You resd it in the
literature of many countries. There's much
that iz parallel in the world. Christianity,
Hinduizsm, Buddhizm, and on and on--they all
share & universal truth. If vou can apply it to
your life, and it works for you, then vou know
it's true; truth is self-evident. But first vou
have to like yourself and accept vourself; a lot
of people have guilt complexes. Thev say “1'm
not worthy.” Liking wouorself, finding truths,
it's all & mental process. People have to take
the inpate intelligence that they have and tie
into what 1 call divine intelligence. But call it
what wvou will, evervbodv can tune into this,
but all people have to do it for themselves,
This is the way to furnish vour heslth, hap-
piness, and well-being.
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proceeded to tell about her past. After
junior college and business school, she held
a variety of positions, ranging from helping
to make maps in the court house to work
with construction engineers and architects
during the war years.

There were politicans and sheriffs in her
father's family and a strong German
tenacity in her mother's. She also worked
for the welfare department, the post office,
and as a clerk in a hotel in Yellowstone
National Park.

Today Zora lives in her “nest,” a cottage
on the outskirts of Mentone. But the fall of
1947 found her on the Matsonia, headed to
Hawaii to work. Her stateroom mate was
LaVica Gustafson, who was joining her
husband Rudy, a Navy chief stationed at
the submarine base in Hawaii. Zora found a
job as secretary to a CPA who represented
the government of New Zealand.

About nine months later, Rudy and
LaVica Gustafson introduced Zora to Dixie
Craig Strayhorn, a Navy chief who was a
commissary steward. They were married in
the base chapel two months after they met.
A couple of vears later Dixie sailed on the
Bluebird to New London, Connecticut. Zora
came to the states on a naval transport,

through the Panama Canal to Norfolk,
Virgina, where she was met by Dixie's
family.

In New London where Dixie was once
again stationed at a submarine base, Zora
worked as secretary to the city clerk, judge
of the probate court, and for the General
Dynamics Corporation, who was building the
Nautifus in Groton, Connecticut.

After four years in Connecticut, the
Stravhorns visited the Gustafsons in Men-
tone. They fell in love with the area. They
moved to an old farm house off the river
road not far from the Berry Patch. It was
called Windy Acres. Like the Gustafsons,
they also adopted a son. Gregory Lee
Strayhorn was four days old when he came
into the family in February, 1855.

In the autumn of 1955 two members of
the Board of Education of Cherokee County
visited Zora and asked whether she could
teach in a one room school at Five Points,
not far from Cloudland, Georgia. Clara Cash
worked with her. It was a disaster,” Zora
recalls. “l had no more business.." The
children were in grades one through nine.
She picked up some of them on her way to
school, carried wood for the stove, and broke
ice on the pails of water.

Dixie went to school in Fort Payne to
secureé his high school diploma. In December
1956 they sold the farm and went to San
Bernardino, California, where Zora had
previously lived. Here Dixie worked as a
cook for the Sheriff's Department and for
the Forestry Service. Zora returned to work
at Norton Air Force Base where she had
worked - before her Hawaii sojourn. Young
Greg played in the base nursery. In 1960
the young family returned to Méntone and
bought the present home, Pine Tree Ranch.

The Mentone history is her first published
writing although she has been interested in
writing for many vears. Another interest is
religion, and she is a member of B5t.
Joseph‘s-on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church.
“I've also maintained an interest in the

esoteric sciences,” Zora reports.
i

The December SAPA meeling was a Ume o celebraie
the roming of Chrisimas; Hasndy Sulll served up 8 delicious
bullet while Tony Goggans' musle gave sveryone Lhe
Chrlmas sparsl
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“Dixie always said 1 was unorganized,” &

she smiles, “but I'm just not organized like
most people. |I'm organized in my head.”
Comfortable by her fireplace, surrounded by
the batiks, collages, watercolors, and il
paintings created by her own hands, Zora is
content to focus on her writing.

She maintains a close friendship with a
cousin, niéce and nephew and others in
California. She has sent supplies to a
Methodist sponsored church school in Zim-
babwe and corresponded
there. A visit to Africa has long tempted
her, as well as a trek to California. Greg is
now a staff sergeant in the air force,
Stationed in Dover, Delaware. Dixie died
two years ago.

Even though the research on the Mentone
history was long and arduous, Zora still has
ambitions for further writing. Don't be
suprised when another publication is forth-
coming from this original, creative Mentone
resident.
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Mountain Watch

by Charles White McGehee

When Christmas descends on Meéntone, &
kind of magic envelops the town. part of a
celobration that is a blessing to the Western
world. Its theme is joy and hope and the
eternal promise of peace on earth. In addition
to its religious meanings, it is the time of the
winter solstice, when the sun has reached its
lowest point on the slopes of Sand Mountain,

All mcross the earth this phenomenon is oc-
curring. Just when days are the longest, and
sometimes hope is st a low ebh, the sun
begins its morthward trek again, signifving a
new yoar nnd new expectations. In addition to
Jesus, it is5 a time when other religions of the
east have®celebrated the births of Buddha,
Confucious, and Krishna,

To most of us, from earliest childhood,
Christmas is the time of the hirth of the
Christ child. Sometimes we overlook the fact
that ms & child in Nazereth Jesus observed
Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of the lights
There is a traditional story about Hanukkah.

Long before the timeof Jesus, Syrian armies
under King Antiocus invaded Isrpel. The tem-
ple in Jerusalem was destroved, An old priest
pamed . Mattiathias refused to bow down
before the foreign gods. "“Whoever is for our
God, let him follow me!" he shouted as he
went up into the mountains, followed by his
five sons. Manv oither Jews wenl up into the
hills.

Under leadership of Mattinthiss" oldest son,
Judas Maccabes, they hammered away at the
well equipped Syrian army-which was ‘soon
driven from the land. Their first task was Lo
repair the temple. After eight days this was
done. In & service of worship the sacred flame
was lit. which was Lo burn rllwll}'.ﬂ.. more ail
could not be brought in for eight days

According to legend, however, the flame
biurned sipght dave, In their happiness at new
freedom the Jews began the celsbration of
Hanukkah, which lasts for eight davs, Each
night an additional candle is lit in the
minorah., Each night the children are miven an
extra present, Anne Frank in her diary
writes of the sustenance of the Hanukkeh ser-
vice during hor two years of living in an attic
in Holland hiding from the Nazis

So if wyou happen to encounter a Jewish
friecnd during the holidays, give this greeting:
“Happy Hanukkah!™

An earlier festival of the lights comes with
the advent of fall. The Hindus celebrate
Divali, which means “eluster of the lights.™
Continuing for a week, it is the Hindu New
Yoar. On the first night of the New Fall Moon
there are oil lnmps and colored lights,

Along the roofs and windows of every house
these lights dazzle and fireworks light up the
night. Hindus send gaily colored greeting car-
ds. There is much family wvisiting. In many
Indian communities the celebration is accom-
panied with dancing in the temples and
processions through the streets,

There are sweetmeats for the children and
bonfires in the villages. Divali symbolizes the
goddess of wealth and fortune, riding across
the land astride a giant owl just at dusk scat-
tering her gifts to all of the deserving-very
gimilar to Santa Claus in America. Divali also
is a victory of light over darkness.

S0 as we celebrate Christmas in Mentone,
let us realize that it has many facets, a
mystique which touches the human hearf and
which means many different things to many
different people-but underneath it all, even
with the over-commercialism, it is possible for
some to hear ithe singing of the angels, to
others n plea for peace on earth, and to
millions across the earth, something that
defies mundane understanding,

There is & wider sense of security with the
opening of the new Baptist Medical Center in
&

STOCKS

BONDS
Where Your Savings Dollar
Werrks & Livtle Harder . . .

David G. Brouwer
B Thrmesdl Svw SNa
Fari Payss. A&l

B845-4560

V™ cavard D, Jones & Co.-

ah, ]

MUTUAL FUNDS

e s Tk e g
s

GOLD-SILVER

Fort Payne, Very much a part of the com-
plicated details of bringing this project nl:l-unl.Lr.I
is Mentone’s Sammy Cash, long-time forest
ranger, productive fire chief, and at present
Democratic Party beal representive from this
BIros.

As member of the Hospital Board Sammy
was involved in many of the complicated mat-
ters of phasing out the old hospital and pur-
chasing the land for the new BMC. Still sctive
in politics, Sammy iz staving in touch with
things at the Court House by serving as
bailiff.

Jean and 1 have a great deal of confidence
in the guality of medical care in this county. 1
hope a long time elapses before | am required
to test the facilities of the new hospital. But
my own personal stafl of medical caretakers
gives me no concerm about not living in a
huge metropolis.

Ceniral and continuing Ffactor in® any
family's health s the geperal practitioner,
sometimes called doctor of internal medicine.
Ours is Dr. George Weatherly, With regular
checkups he maonitors. our conditions,
emanating geniality, instilling confidence, and
giving full attention to the patient at hand.
He causes one to feel that there is a joint
consultation going on-not an  sutocratic
pronouncement asbout to be made. As o
superior diagnostician, [ have confidence that
in » crucial situation he could get me im-
mediately to a metropolitan specialist.

Our surpeon, Dr, Alex Walker, iz widely
known and accepied for his skills, Here is an
example, Two wyears ago on a trip throogh
Virginia | was stricken with an abdominal in-
fection and was a patient for several days in a
hospital in Abington. It was & condition that
required a gallbladder removal. Back at Men-
tone I called a urologist 1 had known in Chat-
tanooga, He said, “I'll do it, but you have
right there in Fort Payne one of the best.” He
was proven correct.

Because of the time spent on my feet, they
require special care. I've developed much con-
fidence in Dr. Michael Lyons, an orthopedic
surggeon who could well be practicing in & big
city hospital, Incidently, he lives om the
Parkway jost below Mentone. He iz doing
some highly complicated surgery, such as ar-
tificial joints, and has o wide practice in han-
dling accident victims. It's a comforting thing
to know he is at the other end of a telephone
in event of a bad fall.

Care of my eves is in the competent hands
of Dr. Michael Parker. At the regular
checkups he is alert to any new maladies,
careful with new lenses when needed, sensitive
to my meeds. Once when new resding glasses
wore being fitted, he made a house call to see
me at my desk, to take into consideration
lighting and distance.

This glowing praise of my staff does not
imply that there are not others in these fields
equally confident. | know their calibre and
think they muost be representative of others,
You probably have your own words of praise.
There is constant glowing testimonial for
Valley Head's Dr. Joames I;luimh;l,-'_ right. there
ot the bottom of the mountain, one of the last
of the real country family doctors. He is =0
noteworthy that he earned cover status on
T.Illl' {;m.llﬂdjll'l‘r.
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Take advantage of John Deere
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took Bt away the heart still vearned for it mnd foved
sl Lhe same, dlany |nabians have beep cited fof heavery
i the Wars (e white man deciared

The wmirocilies committed against the [rdian poopie
would take volumss 0 recount, and Lhe same sclhoning

sitjiude that allowed them to happea st prevails in the
small minds ol some indbviduals today. Hut the Indian
people have endured indigniny and humillistion st the
s of meanapirioed and greedy people ever sinte Lhe
first. red hand of (rlomdship was offered Lo the white
vislitor who came in lor samctoary from the sea, apd
staved Lo sbsughter his hosl. The Indians wre  well-
scquainted with suffering, but they sre still & proud
people who have ihe strength of spirii thsi can only be
forged in the flames of tribulation. They will endure, and
thelr kpowledge and love of the earth i badly needed
in our destructive society. They Bave much Lo teach, mnd
Giod help us, we have much Lo learn,

Many thanks to Chiel Jor Sieward of the Echota
Cherokes Tribe for sssistsnce |n the development of this
arthcle.)

An Indian Prayer

0" GHEAT SPIRIT
HWhose vodce [ hecr in fhe aeimds,
And whose breath gives Ufe fo all the wonkd,
hear me’ [ om smoll and weak, | need yowr
sirengih amol wrisdom,

LET ME WaALK IN BEAUTY, and make my wyoes o
bebold the red and purple sunset

MAKE MY HAMNDS respect the things vou have made
aidl my ears sharp Lo bear wour saice

MAKE ME WISE so thet | may understand the things
you kave taaght my people

LET ME LEARN the lessons swou have hidden in every
loal and rock

I SEEK STREMGTH, nol io be greater Uhan my hrotheer,
but o fight my greates) opemy —myself.

MAKE ME ALWAYS HEADY to come o wvou with
clean hands amd siraaghl eves.

S50 WHEN LIFE FADES. as_the lading wsgnsei,
BfEiryl Ay oome Lo vou wnithool shama

iy
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Mountain Greenery
by Desmond Disney

Tips on buying plants
Knowing what to look for and what to avoid
whén purchasing plant material is important
to the success of your landscape. Here are
some tips to follow when buying trees and
shrubs.

It is best to buy from a local nursery.
whenever possible, idepartment stores usually
do not have the right conditions for keeping
plants) and it gives vou the opportumity to
choose the individual plants that are wanted
las opposed to buying from & mail order mor-
sery). And, since transportation from a local
nursery is quicker and easier, the plants have
a better chance to arrive in good condition. It
is also a poor practice to look for bargain
plants. They may be dug specimens with poor
root systems, or not troe Lo name.

Deciduous trees and shrubs are sold bare-
rooted, container-grown or balled and
burlaped. Evergreens are sold either container-

grown or balled and burlaped.

The least expensive form is bare-rooted; the
roots are bare of soil, Reputable nurseries and
mail-order nurseries pack the roots in dam-
pened material-like fibrous sphagnum moss-
and wrap them in plastic moss in order to
conserve water. Do not buy plants on which
the roots have been allowed to lie exposed to
the air and sun, no matter how low the price.
Chances of the plants surviving are slim.

Buying plants with their roots inside the
ball of soil in which they have been growing
all along, wrapped in burlap (balled and
burlaped), or inside a container (container
grown) greatly increases their chances of sur-
vival. In fact, many shrubs, after they reach a
Theight of 3 “feet or more, " will not “Survive
digging and transplanting in bare rooted form
and must be sold balled and burlaped or con-
tainer grown. Azaleas, which have a shallow
root system, are one example.

There are, however, a few thing to watch for
when buying balled and burlaped or container
grown plants. The burlap around the roots of
a balled and burlaped plant should be tight as
a drum head; if it is loose the roots will tear
away from the soil:and don’t buy plants if the
soil inside the burlap is loose and the roots
wobble around inside the soil. This usually in-
dicates that the plant was dug up, placed on a
pece of burlap, and then dirt thrown around
the roots. This is called a “manufactured”
ball, and it isn't much better then moving the
plant bare rooied,

When buying container grown plants, make
surc they were properly raised. The good ones
have been grown in the containers in which
you purchase theéem. The poor ones were grown
m the field and thén dug up and put into con-
tainers for easier handling. The trouble with
such plants is that they lost perhaps hali
their roots to the spade when they were dug

up. If the roots stick out above the soil and
ovir the rim of the contaimer, the shrub was
probably field grown. If vou cannot tell, ask
the nursery man to lift the shrub and its soil
part wany out of the contsimer. If vou see
many roots, resembling a tangle of spagheiti,
tightly packed on the outside of the ball of
soil, the plant was probably started in the
container and it is satisfactory. If the roots
are sparse or invisible around the soil ball, or
if the soil ball itself is loose and crumbly, the
shrub probably has not been in the container

long and should be rejected.
However, a plant that has been in its con-

tainer too long is nol a good choice either,

Chances are the roots may have become con-

stricted, doubling back to wind around one
In ex-

treme crses 1t will ehake itasll o death. Look
at the top growth of a container grown plant.
If it seems sparse and unhealthy, the plant
may be root bound; in any évent pass it by

Resist the temptation to buy big, old shrubs
hoping they will enhance the look of wvour
yard immediately. Besides being more expen-
sive than vounger plants, unless they have
been specially treated in the years before their
sale; and then been very carefully dug up and
moved, they are bound to suffer so much
shock in the process of transplanting they
may never again regain their original grace.
Buy young plants about half the size they will
reach at maturity. For example, if a plant will
reach the height of 6 to 10 feet, buy one no
more than 3 to 5 feet.

Look for signs that distinguish strong,
healthy plants from weaker ones. The best
shrubs have a number of canes (stems that
branch out from the central stem close to the
ground). Look for dense, full plants with many
stems coming off the main branches and
with leaves that are blemish free, The maore
buds on flowering trees and shrubs the better,
Don't buy plants with shriveled bark. stems
with many dead branches or brown leaves.
This may indicate that the plant is diseased,
injured, or poorly cared for. Plants that are
under-nourished, growing in the wrong soil, or
suffering from root damage usually display
yellow-green leaves and should be avoided.

A number of symptoms can tell you whether
a plant is being attacked by pest. Look at the
leaves for discolored spots that indicate
fungus disease, or holes that show the presen-
ce of insects. Examine the joints where leaves
are attached to the stems for stuff that
resembles soft white cotton:the “cotton™ is a
colony of mealy bugs. Also check for spider
mites by holding & piece of white paper
beneath the leaves and shaking the plant: if
tiny dots start dancing on the paper, the
plant should be passed over, The presence of
cankers=malformations that resemble dark
knots on the stems-cut off the flow of sap.
eventually spreading and killing the plant
unless the afflicted stews are cut away.

And finally never buy a plant on which
branches are tied up without first taking off
the twineé to make sure the branches are
reasonably full and symmetrical. If the nur-
sery man trusses up the branches to make
transportation easier for yom, check to see
which is the fullest or prettiest side and tie a
piece of string to it; this will help later when
placing the plant. And when Lransporting
plants in an open truck, cover them with a
tarp to protect the foliage from the wind.
Wind burn will cause the leaves to turn black
and fall off prematurly.

Brown’s Cleaning

& Laundry
COMPLETE CLOTHING CARE
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Complete Laundry and
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