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GROUNDHOG 
A P u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e M e n t o n e A r e a P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 

Zora Shay Strayhorn 
b y J e a n M c G e h e e . 

A Proud Historian 
Creativity and Spontaneity: It's never 

too late. 
"My life hasn't been a total waste," 

laughs Zora Shay Strayhorn, author of M e n -
tone, A l a b a m a : A History. " I went to 
Dorothy Lamour's wedding reception, and 
I've danced with Lawrence Welk." She has 
the photographs and souvenirs to prove it. 

And, like the movie stars in her native 
California, Zora changed her name. Born 
Frances Imogene Shay, she changed her 
name after the early deaths of her parents 
and her only brother. She was named 
Imogene after her paternal grandmother, a 
Christian Science practitioner. The new 
name was designed for her by friends to 
help assuage her grief over the deaths in her 
family. 

The writer just turned 77; she graduated 
from Northeast Alabama State Junior 
College in Rainsville in 1978 with a degree 
in science--the oldest woman graduate. 
Previously she was graduated from 
Longmire's Business College in San Bernar­
dino, California, where she had gone during 
the Depression. Zora's father was a druggist 
and real estate agent and broker. She had 
studied for a year and a half at San Bernar­
dino Valley College, but circumstances for­
ced her to change to the business college. 

Zora had a quotation ready for T h e 
Groundhog: "The secret of being tiresome is 
in telling everything," by Voltaire. Then she 

(cont. on p. 4) 



t h e GROUNDHOG 
V O L . 4 N C . 

MUSICAL MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTMAS 

During the parade Santa rides the Mentone Maggie 

T h e M e n t o n e A r e a M e r c h a n t s A s s o c i a t i o n , m e m b e r s o f 
M A P A , t h e T o w n C o u n c i l , a n d m a n y o t h e r s w o r k e d 
t o g e t h e r t o d e c o r a t e M e n t o n e a n d g e t a n e a r l y s t a r t o n 
t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f C h r i s t m a s . 

T h i s y e a r ' s M u s i c a l M o u n t a i n C h r i s t m a s , w h i c h h a s 
b e c o m e a n a n n u a l h o l i d a y e v e n t , t o o k p l a c e d u r i n g t h e 
f i r s t w e e k e n d o f D e c e m b e r . O n F r i d a y n i g h t a t r e e -
l i g h t i n g m a r k e d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e f e s t i v i t i e s . 
D e c o r a t i n g t h e l a r g e c e d a r t r e e b e s i d e t h e L o g C a b i n D e l i 
t u r n e d o u t t o b e n o e a s y t a s k : I t t o o k t h e c o m b i n e d e f ­
f o r t s o f a n u m b e r o f M e n t o n e c i t i z e n s , p l u s S a n d M o u n ­
t a i n E l e c t r i c C o - o p ' s B i l l y C l a n t o n , R o b e r t S t o n e , J o h n 
C h i p w o o d , C r o c k e t t S m i t h , S t a n S k a g g s , L . W . M o s e s , 
M i c k e y W i l l i g a t a n , a n d C O N T E L ' s J a c k J o h n s t o n . ( B o t h 
S . M . E . C . a n d C O N T E L s u p p l i e d t r u c k s e q u i p p e d w i t h 
c h e r r y p i c k e r s . ) 

The Log Cabin Deli Delights 
O n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g S a n t a m a d e h i s a p p e a r e n c e a s 

p a r t o f t h e M e n t o n e C h r i s t m a s p a r a d e . O t h e r s i n t h e 
p a r a d e i n c l u d e d t h e M e n t o n e P o l i c e a n d F i r e D e p a r t m e n ­
t s , T o n y G o g g a n s , W F P A R a d i o , M a y o r R o b H a m m o n d 
A N D S t a t e S e n a t o r L o w e l l B a r r o n , t h e F y f f e a n d V a l l e y 
H e a d H i g h S c h o o l M a r c h i n g B a n d s , t h e D e S o t o R e s c u e 
S q u a d , W Q R X R a d i o , t h e M e n t o n e M a g g i e w i t h S a n t a a t 
t h e w h e e l , W S A F R a d i o , a n d t h e L o g C a b i n D e l i s t a f f . 

T h e r e s t o f t h e w e e k e n d w a s f i l l e d w i t h m u s i c a n d e n ­
t e r t a i n m e n t , r e f r e s h m e n t s , v i s i t s f r o m S a n t a , a n d a 
v a r i e t y o f o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s : M a r k H e r n d o n w a s o n h a n d t o 
s i g n a u t o g r a p h s a t t h e M e n t o n e S p r i n g s H o t e l : M e n t o n e 
s h o p k e e p e r s s e r v e d r e f r e s h m e n t s a n d g a v e a w a y d o o r 
p r i z e s ; a t t h e W h i t e E l e p h a n t G a l l e r i e s t h e r e w a s b a n j o 
p l a y i n g w h i l e S a n t a g a v e c a n d y t o a l l t h e c h i l d r e n ; t h e 
k i d s s e e m e d t o e n j o y t h e w e e k e n d a s m u c h i f n o t m o r e 
t h a n t h e a d u l t s . 

The Indian: American 
Heritage of Shame 

by Mickey Strickland 
T h i s a r e a i s a s p e c i a l p l a c e . N o w h e r e e l s e o n e a r t h d o e s 

a r i v e r o r i g i n a t e o n t h e t o p o f a m o u n t a i n a n d f l o w t h e r e 
f o r m i l e s t h r o u g h h i g h c a n y o n w a l l s a n d o v e r l o w 
p l a t e a u s t o c r e a t e s u c h w i l d l y b e a u t i f u l s c e n e s a s r a p i d s 
f o a m i n g a n d m u r m u r i n g w h e r e w a t e r s m e e t a n c i e n t 
s t o n e s , a n d w h e r e d a r k p o o l s k e e p t h e s e c r e t s o f t h e b i r ­
t h o f a m o u n t a i n a n d t h e d e a t h o f a n a t i o n h i d d e n i n 
t h e i r d e p t h s , b a r e l y w h i s p e r i n g t h e m o n t h e s u r f a c e o f 
t h e b l a c k w a t e r f o r m a n y t o h e a r , b u t f o r f e w t o u n d e r ­
s t a n d o r c a r e . 

W h e n A n d r e w J a c k s o n d e c i d e d t h a t t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e 
w e r e l e s s t h a n h u m a n a n d w e r e t o b e h e r d e d i n t o p e n s 
l i k e c a t t l e a n d d r i v e n t o a d e s o l a t e , b a r r e n p l a c e f a r f r o m 
t h i s r i c h h o m e l a n d , t h a t t h e y w e r e t o b e s t a r v e d a n d 
b e a t e n i n t h e c h i l l i n g d e a d o f w i n t e r , h o w a p p r o p r i a t e 
t h a t t h e d e a t h m a r c h s h o u l d b e c a l l e d t h e T r a i l o f T e a r s . 

T h e r e w e r e m a n y r e a s o n s t o w e e p o n t h a t p r o p h e t i c 
j o u r n e y , t h a t i n f a m o u s e x a m p l e o f t h e E u r o p e a n a t t i t u d e 
o f i n t o l e r a n c e a n d h a t r e d f o r t h o s e w h o p o s s e s s e d t h o s e 
t h i n g s " t h e y " w a n t e d t o o w n . A t l e a s t h a l f o f t h e 
C h e r o k e e s l o s t t h e i r l i v e s o n t h a t e n f o r c e d t r e k . T e a r s 
p o u r e d l i k e t h e r i v e r s o f h o m e d o w n t h e g a u n t c h e e k s o f 
o n c e - p r o u d f a c e s a s c h i l d r e n d i e d f r o m e x h a u s t i o n , e x ­
p o s u r e , a n d h u n g e r . T h e n t h e e l d e r s b e g a n t o f a l l b y t h e 
w a y s i d e a n d w e r e e i t h e r k i l l e d b y J a c k s o n ' s s o l d i e r s o r 
l e f t t o s u f f e r u n t i l D e a t h c l a i m e d h i s o w n . M o t h e r s w i t h 
c h i l d h a d t h e i r b a b i e s w h i l e t h e r e s t t r u d g e d o n w a r d , 
t h e n p i c k e d u p t h e b l o o d y r a g s s w a d d l i n g t h e d o o m e d i n -
f a n t a n d w i t h i n h o u r s o f g i v i n g b i r t h , w e r e f o r c e d t o 
k e e p u p w i t h t h e o t h e r s . 

M a n y s e t t l e r s a l o n g t h e w a y w o u l d g i v e f o o d a n d 
b l a n k e t s t o t h e I n d i a n s , f e e l i n g i n t e n s e r e m o r s e f o r a 
s i t u a t i o n t h e y k n e w t o b e f o u n d e d i n t h i e r o w n d e s i r e t o 
p o s s e s s t h a t w h i c h b e l o n g e d t o a n o t h e r . O n e w o m a n 
b e c a m e o b s e s s e d w i t h t h e e n d l e s s s t r e a m o f b a t t e r e d 
h u m a n i t y a n d d e v o t e d h e r s e l f e n d l e s s l y t o u s i n g a n y 
m e a n s s h e c o u l d t o g i v e s u p p l i e s t o t h e s e w r e t c h e d 
b e i n g s . S h e s l e p t l i t t l e , b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s t r a u g h t , 
a n d f i n a l l y b r o k e c o m p l e t e l y u n d e r t h e s t r a i n o f g u i l t s h e 
f e l t f o r h e r p e o p l e w h o w o u l d f e e l n o n e o f t h e i r o w n . S h e 
n e v e r r e c o v e r e d . 

N e i t h e r d i d t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n . T h e b a r r e n p i e c e s o f 
l a n d t h e y w e r e f o r c e d t o t a k e i n r e t u r n f o r t h e i r l o v e l y 
h o m e l a n d w e r e e a t e n a w a y b y t h e v o r a c i o u s h u n g e r o f 
t h e w h i t e m a n u n t i l o n l y s c r a p s r e m a i n . U n t i l 1 9 6 8 , i t 
w a s a v i o l a t i o n o f l a w t o b e a n I n d i a n . T h e I n d i a n h a d 
t o d e n y h i s h e r i t a g e , p r a c t i c e h i s r e l i g i o n i n s e c r e t a n d 
p r o f e s s t o b e s o m e t h i n g h e w a s n o t i n o r d e r t o k e e p h i s 
l a n d a n d h o m e . N o c h i l d , i f i t w a s k n o w n h e w a s a n I n ­
d i a n , c o u l d g o t o s c h o o l . I f t h e g o v e r n m e n t f o u n d o u t a 
c h i l d w a s I n d i a n , h e w a s t a k e n a w a y f r o m h i s p a r e n t s 
a n d p l a c e d i n I n d i a n b o a r d i n g s c h o o l s . T h i s w a s f o r h i s 
o w n g o o d , h e w a s t o l d , t o h e l p h i m b e " a s s i m i l a t e d " i n t o 
t h e w h i t e m a n ' s w o r l d a n d s t r i p p e d o f h i s o w n . T h e I n ­
d i a n l e a r n e d t o l i e , a n d t o s a y h e w a s " B l a c k I r i s h " o r 
" B l a c k D u t c h " a n d t o t a k e a E u r o p e a n n a m e . E v e n t h e n 
h e l i v e d i n c o n s t a n t f e a r o f d i s c o v e r y . 

S t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s e n t e r e d i n t o a g r e e m e n t s w i t h t h e 
y o u n g U n i t e d S t a t e s i n o r d e r t o " r i d " t h e i r a r e a s o f I n -
d i a n s - - b y w h a t e v e r m e a n s i t t o o k , h o w e v e r i n h u m a n o r 
d e s p i c a b l e . I n G e o r g i a , n o I n d i a n c o u l d d i g t h e g o l d o n 
h i s o w n l a n d . A w h i t e m a n c o u l d h o w e v e r , a n d o f t e n s t o l e 
i t w i t h o u t a q u a l m . I f a n I n d i a n w a s w r o n g e d , h e c o u l d 
n o t a p p e a r i n c o u r t , a l t h o u g h h i s w h i t e a n t a g o n i s t c o u l d . 
A l l j u d g e m e n t s w e r e i n f a v o r o f t h e w h i t e m a n a n d 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y g a v e h i m a l l t h e I n d i a n f a m i l y o w n e d . I f 
t h e I n d i a n d i d n o t m a k e i t t h r o u g h t h e o f t e n - h a r s h W i n ­
t e r , n o o n e s e e m e d r e a d y t o p r o t e s t . W e h a v e o n e o f t h e 
m o s t f a i r a n d e q u i t a b l e c o u r t s y s t e m s i n t h e w o r l d , b u t 
t h i s p r o u d i n s t i t u t i o n m u s t b e a r t h e g u i l t a n d s h a m e o f 
i n t o l e r a n c e a n d u n f a i r n e s s w h e n i t w a s u s e d , a n d i s s t i l l 
b e i n g u s e d , f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f a f e w a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e 
r i g h t s o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . J u s t i c e m u s t b e b l i n d , a n d t o s e e 
h e r l o o k i n g i n t o t h e b l a c k h e a r t s o f s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t 
g r o u p s p r o m o t i n g m a s s - h y s t e r i a i n t h e n a m e o f t h e c o m ­
m o n g o o d o r i n t h e n a m e o f G o d , i s t o s e e J u s t i c e 
d e s t r o y e d . W h e t h e r i t b e t h e J a p a n e s e l o c k e d i n t o c o n ­
c e n t r a t i o n c a m p s i n t h e W e s t d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I , o r 
t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e s t i l l b e i n g a b u s e d , o r w o m e n t r e a t e d a s 
i f t h e y w e r e l e s s t h a n m e n , o r b l a c k s d e n i e d b a s i c h u m a n 
r i g h t s b e c a u s e o f t h e c o l o r o f t h e i r s k i n , o r p o r -
n o g r a p h e r ' s " r i g h t s " d e f e n d e d w h i l e t h e l i v e s o f c h i l d r e n 
a r e d e s t r o y e d i n t h e p r o c e s s , o r p o o r p e o p l e t r e a t e d a s i f 
t o b e h u n g r y a n d h o m e l e s s i s s o m e h o w a j u d g e m e n t o f 
G o d o r t h i e r o w n f a u l t , i t i s t h e p r o d u c t o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

, d r e a m b e c o m e a n i g h t m a r e b e c a u s e J u s t i c e h a s o f t e n 
b e e n p r o s t i t u t e d a n d d e g r a d e d i n t h e n a m e o f t h e c o m ­
m o n g o o d . 

E v e n t h o u g h t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e w e r e t r e a t e d s o b a d l y , 
t h e m e n s i g n e d u p i n a s t o u n d i n g n u m b e r s d u r i n g w a r t i m e 
i n o r d e r t o d e f e n d t h a t w h i c h t h e w h i t e m a n h a d s t o l e n . 
T h e l a n d w a s l i k e a c h i l d t o t h e I n d i a n : n o m a t t e r w h o 

( c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 7 ) 

T o w n 

C o u n c i l M e e t i n g 

A t t h e D e c e m b e r T o w n C o u n c i l m e e t i n g M a y o r R o b 
H a m m o n d a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e d r o u g h t i s o f f i c i a l l y o v e r ; 
t h e s t o r a g e t a n k s a r e f u l l a n d w a t e r a t t h i s t i m e o f t h e 
y e a r i s p l e n t i f u l . 

T h e M a y o r p r e s e n t e d t h e C o u n c i l m e m b e r s w i t h c o p i e s 
o f t h e a u d i t f o r t h e y e a r e n d i n g S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 8 6 . I t 
w i l l b e r e v i e w e d o v e r t h e n e x t m o n t h a n d d i s c u s s e d a t 
J a n u a r y ' s m e e t i n g . 

T h e C o u n c i l o u t l i n e d p l a n s t o b u s h h o g t h e t a l l b r u s h 
a n d g r a s s a l o n g s e v e r a l o f t h e T o w n ' s s i d e s t r e e t s . U n ­
f o r t u n a t e l y , s t r e e t r e p a i r w o r k h a s b e e n s l o w e d b y t h e 
r a i n y w e a t h e r w e ' v e e x p e r i e n c e d o f l a t e . 

I t s h o u l d n ' t b e l o n g b e f o r e c a b l e T . V . i s a v a i l a b l e i n 
M e n t o n e . T h e l a t e s t r e p o r t s a r e t h a t B o y c e D o o l e y i s 
m a k i n g p r o g r e s s o n i n s t a l l i n g t h e c a b l e s y s t e m ; p r o v i d i n g 
n o d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e , i t s h o u l d o n l y b e a m a t t e r o f w e e k s 
b e f o r e h e c o m p l e t e s i n s t a l l a t i o n . 

T h e T o w n C o u n c i l u r g e d t h a t a l l p e o p l e o p e r a t i n g a 
b u s i n e s s i n M e n t o n e m a k e s u r e t h e y o b t a i n a b u s i n e s s 
l i c e n s e . T h e l i c e n s e s f o r 1 9 8 7 m a y b e p u r c h a s e d a t t h e 
T o w n H a l l b e g i n n i n g J a n u a r y 1 . 

A f t e r a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n t h e C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t o r e n t o u t 
t h e r o o m t h a t a t o n e t i m e h o u s e d t h e o l d P o s t O f f i c e . 
T h e e x t r a m o n e y t h e r e n t w o u l d p r o v i d e w i l l h e l p o f f s e t 
t h e l o s s o f r e v e n u e s h a r i n g f u n d s . 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

O n S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g D e c e m b e r 2 0 a t 7 : 0 0 P . M . t h e 
M e n t o n e W e s l e y a n C h o i r w i l l p r e s e n t t h e C h r i s t m a s 
M u s i c a l e n t i t l e d "Christmas...That's Why!" 

JANUARY MAPA 
MEETING 

January 6, 1986 
Tuesday 

S p e a k e r : P a t E v e r e t t 

T o p i c : A d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e t r a v e l i n d u s t r y . 

W W W Y V W W n W n n r W V 

The Parlor 
St. Joseph's On-the-Mountain 

Church 

7:00 p.m. 

T H E 
C I T I Z E N S B A N K 
Large Enough to Serve You— 
Small Enough to Know You. 

M e m b e r FDIC 
V a l l e y H e a d , A l a . 6 3 5 - 6 4 5 3 
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POETIC LICENSE 
By Greg Purvis 

P o e t r y i s a n a n c i e n t a r t o f w o r d s a n d p h o n e t i c s y l l a b l e s 
w h i c h a r e b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r t o f o r m a n e a r l y a u d i b l e p i c ­
t u r e i n t h e r e a d e r ' s m i n d . P o e t r y c a n b e e x p r e s s e d i n 
s h o r t v e r s e o r s o n g s , a n d i s w r i t t e n a b o u t e v e r y s u b j e c t 
o n e c a n i m a g i n e . M o s t t r a d i t i o n a l o r c l a s s i c a l p o e m s t e n d 
t o r h y m e i n a m a n n e r s u c h a s : 
I w e n t d o w n t o t h e m a r k e t p l a c e 
T o s e e w h a t I m i g h t f i n d 
A n d t h e r e a g i r l i n n i c e l a c e 
L e a v i n g h e r t e a r s b e h i n d 

' P l a c e ' a n d ' L a c e ' a n d ' F i n d ' a n d ' B e h i n d ' r h y m e . 
H o w e v e r , m u c h m o d e r n , o r i m a g i s t i c p o e t r y , d o e s n o t 

r h y m e . T h e r h y m e i s n o t t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t o f 
t h e p o e m , i t i s t h e f e e l i n g i t p r o d u c e s i n t h e r e a d e r . 
T a k e a n o n - r h y m i n g p o e m w h i c h t r i e s t o d e s c r i b e t h e 
f e e l i n g o f a l o s t p e t . I t ' s c a l l e d " A C a t ' s F u n e r a l D i r g e . " 
W h e n m y l i t t l e c a t d i e d 

H e w a s , a t l e a s t , h a p p y 
N o g r e a t m a c h i n e , t h e S a t a n o f c a t - k i n d 

R a n h i m o v e r i n t h e s t r e e t l i k e a r a g 
N o t r e m e n d o u s , s l a v e r i n g c a n i n e c h o k e d h i m 

I n a g a p i n g r a b i d m a w 
A n d n o c a t d i s e a s e s t r u c k h i m d e a d 

O f c a n c e r o r c o n s u m p t i o n 
I t w a s o n l y t h a t i t w a s h i s t i m e 

T o p a s s o n 
T o c a t h e a v e n 

H e d i e d , a n d w h e n I s a w h i m 
M y e y e s f i l l e d w i t h t e a r s 

L a y i n g r i g i d i n t h e g r a s s 
A m o n g s t t h e c a t - n i p a n d c l o v e r 

T h e w i n d t a i n t e d w i t h d u s t 
B l e w t h r o u g h h i s m a n g y f u r 

B u t I k n e w , i f h e c o u l d h a v e , 
H e w o u l d h a v e b e e n s m i l i n g 

B e c a u s e h e d i e d i n t h e f i e l d s 
W h e r e a l w a y s h e w a s h a p p i e s t 
B u t s o m e p e o p l e d o n o t k n o w t h e p o e t i c l a w , w h i c h I 

w i l l s u m u p i n : " T h e r i g h t t o w r i t e u n b i a s e d b y r u l e s o f 
g r a m m a r o r c o m p o s i t i o n , i n a n y s t y l e , w i t h a n y w o r d s , 
a n d i n a n y t h e m e . " S o m e p e o p l e t h i n k a l l p o e t r y m u s t 
r h y m e . S o h e r e i s o n e f o r t h e m , a b o u t t h e c o m i n g o f 
n i g h t : 
O h , n i g h t i s c o m i n g l i k e a w a v e 

A s w e e t a n d g e n t l e k i s s 
N i g h t i s c o m i n g , h e a r i t c r y 

L i k e a s w a n - s o n g i n t h e m i s t 
N i g h t i s b r o o d i n g o v e r m e 

W h i l e i n m y c r a d l e I s l e e p 
F r o m t h e v e r y a i r i t d r i p s 

F r o m t h e w i n d o w i t w i l l s e e p 
T h e d a r k n e s s c o m e s a c r o s s t h e l a n d . 

S w a l l o w i n g t h e s u n 
N i g h t i s b r o o d i n g o v e r m e 

A n d t h e d a r k n e s s h a s o n l y b e g u n 
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Our Town 
by Greg Purvis 

L E T T E R S TO T H E 
EDITOR 

D e a r G r o u n d h o g : 
I v i s i t t h e M e n t o n e a r e a f r e q u e n t l y w i t h f r i e n d s . W e 

e n j o y o u r v i s i t s t o y o u r t o w n a n d w e l o v e r e a d i n g The 
Groundhog. I h v e j u s t o n e q u e s t i o n : H o w ' s t h e f i s h i n g . 
W e ' r e p l a n n i n g a f i s h i n g t r i p f o r t h e s p r i n g , a n d w e w e r e 
w o n d e r i n g i f w e s h o u l d i n c l u d e M e n t o n e a s a p o s s i b l e 
c h o i c e . 

K e n n y W h i t e h i l l 
A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a 

I ' m t o l d t h e f i s h i n g i n L i t t l e R i v e r i s f a i r t o e x c e l l e n t , 
d e p e n d i n g o n y o u r s k i l l a s a f i s h e r m a n , t h e t i m e o f y e a r , 
e t c . H o w e v e r , y o u s h o u l d b e a w a r e t h a t A l a b a m a ' s 
f i s h i n g l i c e n s e l a w s h a v e j u s t c h a n g e d . T h e f o l l o w i n g i n ­
f o r m a t i o n w a s g i v e n t o m e b y t h e D E P A R T M E N T O F 
C O N S E R V A T I O N A N D N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S : 

A n e w A l a b a m a l a w m a k e s s o m e c h a n g e s i n t h e o l d 
f i s h i n g l i c e n s e r e q u i r e m e n t a s i t a p p l i e s t o p e o p l e f r o m 
o u t o f s t a t e . 

F i r s t o f a l l , n o n r e s i d e n t s w h o a r e 1 6 y e a r s o l d o r o l d e r 
m u s t h a v e a v a l i d a n n u a l o r t r i p f i s h i n g l i c e n s e w h e t h e r 
t h e y f i s h i n p u b l i c w a t e r s o r p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d p o n d s i n 
A l a b a m a . I t u s e d t o b e t h a t n o n r e s i d e n t s w e r e e x e m p t 
f r o m p u r c h a s i n g a l i c e n s e i f t h e y f i s h e d i n p r i v a t e l y -
o w n e d p o n d s . T h i s n e w l a w a p p l i e s t o f r e s h , s a l t o r 
b r a c k i s h w a t e r s . 

S e c o n d l y , t h e n e w l a w e s t a b l i s h e s a r e c i p r o c a l c o s t 
b a s i s f o r f i s h e r m e n o f F l o r i d a , G e o r g i a , L o u i s i a n a , 
M i s s i s s i p p i , a n d T e n n e s s e e . W h e n f i s h e r m e n w h o l i v e i n 
t h e s e s t a t e s c o m e t o f i s h i n A l a b a m a , t h e y w i l l p a y a p ­
p r o x i m a t e l y t h e s a m e p r i c e f o r a n A l a b a m a l i c e n s e t h a t 
a n A l a b a m a f i s h e r m a n w o u l d h a v e t o p a y f o r a f i s h i n g 
l i c e n s e i n F l o r i d a , G e o r g i a , L o u i s i a n a , M i s s i s s i p p i , o r 
T e n n e s s e e . 

C O L L E G E B O U N D ! F o r t P a y n e s t u d e n t s G r e g P u r v i s , 
D a v i d L u s k , a n d B e n n e t t M o r r i s o n h a v e b e e n a c c e p t e d 
i n t o t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f A l a b a m a f o r t h e f a l l o f 1 9 8 7 . T h e 
t h r e e s t u d e n t s a r e s e n i o r s a t F o r t P a y n e H i g h S c h o o l . 

* 
T h e D e S o t o R e s c u e S q u a d h e l d i t s a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s 

d i n n e r t o e l e c t o f f i c e r s f o r f a l l 1 9 8 7 o n T u e s d a y , D e c e m ­
b e r . T h e d i n n e r w a s h e l d a t Helena's f o r a l l S q u a d 
m e m b e r s a n d t h e i r s p o u s e s . A f t e r w a r d s , t h e e l e c t i o n 
c o m m i t t e e n o m i n a t e d o f f i c e r s f o r 1 9 8 7 . T h o s e o f f i c e r s a r e : 
C a p t a i n - J o e S t e p h e n s , 1 s t L t . - P l e a s C o x , 2 n d L t . - J e s s i e 
C r a b t r e e , S e e r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r - ' L i r i d * - B r o w n , S e r g e a r i r / -
D a v i d M a y s , a n d C h a p l a i n - R a y m o n d B r o w n . T h e 
P r o g r a m C o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t s o f M a r y B r o u n , M a e S h i g l e y , 
a n d B e t t y S t e p h e n s . 

P l e a s C o x a n d n e w m e m b e r B i l l A d a m s a t t e n d e d a 
c o u n t y m e e t i n g w i t h L i n d a B r o w n n e a r B i r m i n g h a m l a s t 
m o n t h . 

T h e R e s c u e S q u a d i s o p e n f o r n e w m e m b e r s . T h e 
m e e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y s e c o n d T u e s d a y i n e a c h m o n t h 
a t 6 : 3 0 P . M . 

* 
D e S o t o S t a t e P a r k , u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f D i r e c t o r 

T a l m a d g e B u t l e r , i s b e g i n n i n g t o u p g r a d e t h e p a r k f o r 
t h e s p r i n g - t i m e t o u r i s t r u s h . B u t l e r s a y s t h a t t h e F a l l -
W i n t e r s e a s o n w a s u n u s u a l l y g o o d t h i s y e a r . T h e r e w e r e 
s e v e r a l g o o d w e e k s i n e a r l y A u t u m n w h e n t h e t r e e s w e r e 
c o l o r f u l . B u t l e r a l s o c o m m e n t e d t h a t t h e w a t e r l e v e l i n 
t h e r i v e r i s a t n o r m a l r i s e a f t e r t h e N o v e m b e r r a i n s . 

M y f a v o r i t e 

A l l N a t u r a l Teas 
Gourmet Coffee Blends 

Gifts - Crafts - Antiques 

O n T h e S q u a r e i n M e n t o n e 6 3 4 - 4 6 7 6 

To MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in support of the ob­
jectives of MAPA, desiring to join with 
others in preserving and protecting the 
heritage, natural environment and other uni­
que qualities of life in the Mentone area, I 
enclose $ 5 for voting membership for one 
through June 1987. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

Zora Shay Strahorn signs a copy of her MENTONE 
ALABAMA: A H I S T O R Y . A large crowd turned out to 
purchase the history and have it autographed by the 
author during a reception held at the Mentone Inn. 

^ u n z x a C cHorris., O n e . 
fWt <Sfit.cia.CLzt. in fixt-fiCanntd funtia.fi 

<zR. Q.. Burt Qx., ^ixsctox 
Lets B e l l P u l l e n , Receptionist 

635-6247 

C h r i s t m a s 

J 

W h a t d o e s C h r i s t m a s m e a n t o m e : 
I t ' s m o r e t h a n g i f t s a n d a t r e e ; 
T h e l o v e o f G o d w a s s h o w n a f a r , 
A s H i s S o n c a m e f r o m H e a v e n t o w h e r e w e a r e . 
T h e a n g e l s c a m e t o t h e s h e p h e r d s , 
i n a f i e l d , 
T e l l i n g o f t h e b i r t h o f a f a i t h f u l 
s h i e l d ; 
A s t a r s h o n e b r i g h t l y i n t h e 
B e t h l e h e m s k y , 
T e l l i n g o f t h e b i r t h o f o n e w h o 
w o u l d s a c r i f i c a l l y d i e ; 
T h e r e w a s n o r o o m i n t h e i n n , 
T h e r e f o r e , H e w a s b o r n i n t h e 
s t a b l e w h e r e a n i m a l s h a d b e e n ; 
G o d ' s o w n S o n w a s n o w o n e a r t h . 
H e w a s h o n o r e d w i t h g o l d , 
f r a n k i n c e n s e , a n d m y r r h ; 
H i s S o n w a s h o w i n t h e m a n g e r . 
A n d a s s o o n a s t h e k i n g h e a r d , 
t h e r e w a s a n g e r . 

H e b r o u g h t t o e a r t h , " G o o d 
T i d i n g s o f G r e a t J o y , " 
A c c e s s i b l e t o e v e r y m a n , w o m a n , 
g i r l a n d b o y . 
T h e g r e a t e s t g i f t o f a l l h a s b e e n 
g i v e n . 
T o e v e r y o n e w h o a c c e p t s H i m . 
T h e r e ' a h o m e i n H e a v e n ; 
W e c e l e b r a t e C h r i s t m a s b e c a u s e 
o f J e s u s ' b i r t h . 
F o r H e b r o u g h t " G o o d T i d i n g s o f G r e a t 
J o y " t o e a r t h ; 

" S e a s o n s G r e e t i n g s T h r o u g h o u t t h e 
Y e a r , f r o m W i n t e r t o F a l l , a n d a 
M e r r y C h r i s t m a s t o Y o u A l l ! " 

W r i t t e n B y : R e v . J a m e s C . Y o u n g 

S e a s o n s G r e e t i n g s , 

M r . a n d M r s . J a m e s C . Y o u n g , 
V a l l e y H e a d H a r d w a r e 

http://Sfit.cia.CLzt
http://funtia.fi
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H I T C H I N G P O S T 

e n 

Located On The Historic 
Mentone Square 

N i g h t i n g a l e 

X a n c l c r a f f e d ' P o t t e r ? 

C r o w ' s n e s t Antiques 
a n t i q u e s - C R y s t a A - C h i m 

C o l l e c t i B l e s & Q i f t s 

11 
REALTOR 

M e n t o n e 
. REALTV 

B o x 1 2 3 , M e n t o n e , A L 3 5 9 8 4 

( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 4 - 4 7 6 7 / 4 7 7 6 

T h e G o u r d i e s 
" I m p e r f e c t l y A d o r a b l e ' 

F o r g i v i n g . . . F o r g e t t i n g . . . F o r l o v i n g ! 

P l e a s e M a i l E a r l y ! 
Postmaster Benny Goss asks that 

everyone please get their Christmas cards 
and packages in the mail as early as 
possible. Mailing early will ensure that your 
mail is received on time. 

Any Time 
by Lew Keith 

W h a t f o l l o w s w a s e x t r a c t e d f r o m a n e n j o y a b l e 
m o r n i n g o f c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Z o r a S h a y 
S t r a y h o r n . - L Y K 

O n t h e w r i t i n g o f Mentone Alabama: A 
History: 

A t o n e t i m e - i t w a s a r o u n d M a y o f 1 9 8 4 - - I 
b e g a n t o t o s s a r o u n d t h e i d e a o f w r i t i n g t h e 
h i s t o r y o f M e n t o n e . 

I w a s o v e r c o m i n g m y f e a r o f w r i t i n g , f e e l i n g 
m o r e a t e a s e w i t h i t . I h a d b e e n w o r k i n g w i t h 
J e a n M c G e h e e f o r s e v e r a l m o n t h s . I w r o t e a 
n u m b e r o f m a n u s c r i p t s w h i c h J e a n w o u l d 
r e a d ; s h e ' d t h e n h a v e m e r e w r i t e t h e m , h o n i n g 
t h e m , r e w r i t i n g t h e m t e n o r t w e n t y t i m e s . 
O n e d a y I d e c i d e d t o v i s i t N o r t h e a s t A l a b a m a 
J u n i o r C o l l e g e ; I ' d g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e r e i n 
1 9 7 8 , s o I - k n o w m o s t o f t h e t e a c h e r s . I 
v i s i t e d w i t h D r . H o r t o n , D r . P e n d l e y , D r . 
W o o d s , a n d M r . H e s t e r ; I t o l d t h e m I h a d 
b e e n t h i n k i n g a b o u t w r i t i n g a b o o k . D r . H o r ­
t o n t o l d m e t o " J u s t s t a r t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g 
a n d w r i t e . " I v i s i t e d w i t h t h e m f o r o v e r t w o 
h o u r s . I t o l d t h e m a b o u t M a y d o c , w h o t h e y 
w e r e o n l y s l i g h t l y f a m i l i a r w i t h . D u r i n g t h e 
t w o h o u r s t h a t w e t a l k e d t h e y g a v e m e a l o t 
o f s u p p o r t a n d r e a l l y i n s p i r e d m e t o w r i t e t h e 
b o o k . T h e y t o l d m e : " Z o r a , y o u c a n d o i t , s o 
g o a h e a d a n d d o i t . " I g i v e t h e m c r e d i t i n t h e 
b o o k . 

I r e m e m b e r M r . H e s t e r - w h o i s t h e b u s i n e s s 
m a n a g e r - a s k i n g m e w h a t r e l i g i o n I w a s . I 
t o l d h i m t h a t I w a s s o m e p l a c e b e t w e e n a n 
a s t r o l o g e r a n d a M o r m o n ; h e h o w l e d w i t h 
l a u g h t e r . B u t s e r i o u s l y , I h a v e j u s t o n e c r e e d : 
F a t h e r , S o n , a n d H o l y G h o s t , a n d L o v e a n d 
f o r g i v e n e s s . I w r o t e t h e h i s t o r y o f M e n t o n e 
b e c a u s e I l o v e M e n t o n e . 
O n w h a t t h e f u t u r e h o l d s : 

I h a v e a d e e p l o v e o f A f r i c a . I s e n d 
d o n a t i o n s a n d s c h o o l s u p p l i e s t o a s m a l l 
M e t h o d i s t s c h o o l i n H a l a r e - i t u s e d t o b e 
c a l l e d S a l i s b u r y . I h a v e a d e e p d e s i r e t o s e e 
A f r i c a , t o s e e t h e c h i l d r e n w h o u n t i l n o w I ' v e 
o n l y s e e n i n p h o t o g r a p h s , b e f o r e t h e 2 1 s t c e n ­
t u r y a r r i v e s . A l o t o f m y f r i e n d s s a y i t s t o o 
d a n g e r o u s . I f I ' m g o i n g t o d i e , I ' d a s s o o n d i e 
i n A f r i c a . 
O n l i f e : 

I b e l i e v e t h a t l i f e i s l i v e d i n m o m e n t s . Y o u 
c a n t a k e a w h o l e l i f e t i m e , a n d t h e r e a r e r e a l l y 
o n l y a f e w m o m e n t s t h a t r e a l l y s i n g o u t 
a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d . T h e q u a l i t y i s m u c h 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e q u a n t i t y . 
O n M e n t o n e : 

B e f o r e I c a m e t o M e n t o n e I h a d t h i s c o n ­
c e p t o f e l e g a n c e ; I w a s a s n o b . W h e n D i x i e 
( Z o r a ' s d e c e a s e d h u s b a n d ) g o t o u t o f t h e N a v y 
w e m o v e d h e r e . A t t h a t t i m e w e h a d a p l a c e 
j u s t o f f R i v e r R o a d . W e h a d a g o r g e o u s c a r 
t h e n , b u t w e a l w a y s h a d t o p a r k i t u p t h e 
r o a d w h e n t h e s t r e a m w a s h i g h , t h e n t r u d g e 
t h r o u g h t h e m u d t o t h e h o u s e . I h a d p l a n n e d 
o n s e t t l i n g s o m e w h e r e i n s o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a ; 
b u t D i x i e h a d o t h e r p l a n s - a n d n o w I ' m g l a d 
h e d i d . E v e n t u a l l y I f e l l i n l o v e w i t h t h e 
M o u n t a i n ; I l o v e t h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d I d o 
w h a t I c a n t o p r e s e v e i t s n a t u r a l b e a u t y . 

I r e m e m b e r a c o n f l i c t w e o n c e h a d w i t h 
s t r i p m i n e r s : t h e y c a m e t o u s a n d t r i e d t o b u y 
o u r l a n d . A t t h a t t i m e I d i d n ' t e v e n h a v e a 
c a r . D i x i e w o u l d s a y " W h y d o n ' t w e s e l l p a r t 
o f t h e l a n d . " W e d i d n ' t p a y v e r y m u c h f o r t h e 
l a n d , a n d t h e m i n e r s w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t 

g i v i n g u s $ 5 , 0 0 0 f o r a f e w a c r e s . B u t I 
w o u l d n ' t . I t o l d D i x i e : " N o . I l o v e y o u . I 
d o n ' t a l w a y s l i k e y o u , b u t I a l w a y s l o v e y o u . 
B u t I w i l l n o t s e e t h e l a n d s p o i l e d . " T h e o n l y 
t h i n g s t h a t I r e a l l y h a v e a r o u n d h e r e a r e t h e 
t r e e s , t h e b i r d s , a n d t h e f r e s h a i r . M o n e y ' s 
f i n e ; I ' m n o t a g a i n s t m o n e y . B u t I w i l l n e v e r 
t r a d e t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e l a n d f o r m e r e d o l l a r s . 
D i x i e t o l d m e I c o u l d b e d r i v i n g a n e w 
C a d i l l a c ; b u t I d i d n ' t w a n t t o o w n a C a d i l l a c -
i t w o u l d n ' t b e w i s e t o d r i v e a C a d i l l a c o n 
t h e s e o l d b u m p y r o a d s . 
O n s u c c e s s : 

T o m e s u c c e s s i s a b u n d a n t g o o d h e a l t h ; n o t 
j u s t p h y s i c a l l y , b u t m e t a p h y s i c a l l y , 
e m o t i o n a l l y , s p i r i t i u a l l y , t h e w h o l e p i c t u r e . I 
t h i n k y o u s h o u l d l i k e y o u r s e l f e n o r m o u s l y . T o 
e x p r e s s y o u r s e l f , t o h a v e t h e t i m e t o d o i t i n , 
i s a l s o v e r y i m p o r t a n t . P e o p l e t h i n k t h e y n e e d 
a l o t o f m o n e y t o b e s u c c e s s f u l ; m o n e y i s j u s t 
a t o o l . I f y o u w a n t t o p a i n t , m o n e y b u y s y o u 
p a i n t ; m o n e y g e t s y o u t o t h e p o i n t w h e r e y o u 
d o n ' t c o n t i n u a l l y w o r r y a b o u t p a y i n g b i l l s . 
S u c c e s s h a s m a n y d i f f e r e n t m e a n i n g s , b u t 
m o n e y c a n n o t m e a s u r e s u c c e s s . 
O n t r u t h : 

A u n i v e r s a l t r u t h i s a p p l i c a b l e t o a n y b o d y , 
t o a n y p l a c e o r t i m e . Y o u r e a d i t i n t h e 
l i t e r a t u r e o f m a n y c o u n t r i e s . T h e r e ' s m u c h 
t h a t i s p a r a l l e l i n t h e w o r l d . C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
H i n d u i s m , B u d d h i s m , a n d o n a n d o n - - t h e y a l l 
s h a r e a u n i v e r s a l t r u t h . I f y o u c a n a p p l y i t t o 
y o u r l i f e , a n d i t w o r k s f o r y o u , t h e n y o u k n o w 
i t ' s t r u e : t r u t h i s s e l f - e v i d e n t . B u t f i r s t y o u 
h a v e t o l i k e y o u r s e l f a n d a c c e p t y o u r s e l f ; a l o t 
o f p e o p l e h a v e g u i l t c o m p l e x e s . T h e y s a y " I ' m 
n o t w o r t h y . " L i k i n g y o u r s e l f , f i n d i n g t r u t h s , 
i t ' s a l l a m e n t a l p r o c e s s . P e o p l e h a v e t o t a k e 
t h e i n n a t e i n t e l l i g e n c e t h a t t h e y h a v e a n d t i e 
i n t o w h a t I c a l l d i v i n e i n t e l l i g e n c e . B u t c a l l i t 
w h a t y o u w i l l , e v e r y b o d y c a n t u n e i n t o t h i s , 
b u t a l l p e o p l e h a v e t o d o i t f o r t h e m s e l v e s . 
T h i s i s t h e w a y t o f u r n i s h y o u r h e a l t h , h a p ­
p i n e s s , a n d w e l l - b e i n g . 



^ c o n t i n u e d f r o m c o v e r ) 

proceeded to tell about her past. After 
junior college and business school, she held 
a variety of positions, ranging from helping 
to make maps in the court house to work 
with construction engineers and architects 
during the war years. 

There were politicans and sheriffs in her 
father's family and a strong German 
tenacity in her mother's. She also worked 
for the welfare department, the post office, 
and as a clerk in a hotel in Yellowstone 
National Park. 

Today Zora lives in her "nest," a cottage 
on the outskirts of Mentone. But the fall of 
1947 found her on the M a t s o n i a , headed to 
Hawaii to work. Her stateroom mate was 
LaVica Gustafson, who was joining her 
husband Rudy, a Navy chief stationed at 
the submarine base in Hawaii. Zora found a 
job as secretary to a C P A who represented 
the government of New Zealand. 

About nine months later, Rudy and 
LaVica Gustafson introduced Zora to Dixie 
Craig Strayhorn, a Navy chief who was a 
commissary steward. They were married in 
the base chapel two months after they met. 
A couple of years later Dixie sailed on the 
B l u e b i r d to New London, Connecticut. Zora 
came to the states on a naval transport, 
through the Panama Canal to Norfolk, 
Virgina, where she was met by Dixie's 
family. 

In New London where Dixie was once 
again stationed at a submarine base, Zora 
worked as secretary to the city clerk, judge 
of the probate court, and for the General 
Dynamics Corporation, who was building the 
N a u t i l u s in Groton, Connecticut. 

After four years in Connecticut, the 
Strayhorns visited the Gustafsons in Men-
tone. They fell in love with the area. They 
moved to an old farm house off the river 
road not far from the Berry Patch. It was 
called Windy Acres. Like the Gustafsons, 
they also adopted a son. Gregory Lee 
Strayhorn was four days old when he came 
into the family in February, 1955. 

In the autumn of 1955 two members of 
the Board of Education of Cherokee County 
visited Zora and asked whether she could 
teach in a one room school at Five Points, 
not far from Cloudland, Georgia. Clara Cash 
worked with her. "It was a disaster," Zora 
recalls. " I had no more business..." The 
children were in grades one through nine. 
She picked up some of them on her way to 
school, carried wood for the stove, and broke 
ice on the pails of water. 

Dixie went to school in Fort Payne to 
secure his high school diploma. In December 
1956 they sold the farm and went to San 
Bernardino, California, where Zora had 
previously lived. Here Dixie worked as a 
cook for the Sheriff's Department and for 
the Forestry Service. Zora returned to work 
at Norton Air Force Base where she had 
worked before her Hawaii sojourn. Young 
Greg played in the base nursery. In 1960 
the young family returned to Mentone and 
bought the present home, Pine Tree Ranch. 

The Mentone history is her first published 
writing although she has been interested in 
writing for many years. Another interest is 
religion, and she is a member of St. 
Joseph's-on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church. 
"I've also maintained an interest in the 
esoteric sciences," Zora reports. 

The December MAPA meeting was a time to celebrate 
the coming of Christmas; Randy Still served up a delicious 
buffet while Tony Goggans' music gave everyone the 
Christmas spirit. 

T h a n k s to a l l our Customers for C o n t i n u i n g 
to M a k e us #1 

F R E E I C E W I T H 
C A S E O F B E V E R A G E S ! 

Fast FRIENDLY Service 
OPEN 8 AM • 11 PM 

Hwy. 48 Cloudland 
862-6040 

H / t Automatic Wjprfoi Dryer 

Model 
LE/G5750XM 
5 D r y i n g C y c l e s 

W h i r l p o o l n c i i 
C O O P E R - L E E A P P L I A N C E & TV 

(205) 635-6874 

P.O. BOX 330 
VALLEY HEAD, AL 35989 

JAKIE D. LEE 
SHARON C. LEE 

• DRY-MISER® S y s t e m • 3 D r y i n g T e m p e r a t u r e s 
• 180° S i d e - S w i n g D o o r • T o u g h DURAWHITE™ 
I n t e r i o r • E x t r a - L a r g e L i n t S c r e e n • M o r e . 

"Dixie always said I was unorganized," 
she smiles, "but I'm just not organized like 
most people. I'm organized in my head." 
Comfortable by her fireplace, surrounded by 
the batiks, collages, watercolors, and oil 
paintings created by her own hands, Zora is 
content to focus on her writing. 

She maintains a close friendship with a 
cousin, niece and nephew and others in 
California. She has sent supplies to a 
Methodist sponsored church school in Zim­
babwe and corresponded with a teacher 
there. A visit to Africa has long tempted 
her, as well as a trek to California. Greg is 
now a staff sergeant in the air force, 
Stationed in Dover, Delaware. Dixie died 
two years ago. 

Even though the research on the Mentone 
history was long and arduous, Zora still has 
ambitions for further writing. Don't be 
suprised when another publication is forth­
coming from this original, creative Mentone 
resident. 

From All of Us At 
the Mentone Area 

Preservation Associat ion 

B e s t 

" W i s h e s 
f o r a n 

O l d 
F a s h i o n e d 

C h r i s t m a s 



Think Snow 
For Holiday Skiing! 

C l o u d m o n t 
Ski and Golf Resort 

4 V O n L i t t l e R i v e r 

You Are Invited 
To Watch 

Snow Making At Night 

Off DeSoto Parkway 

3 Miles South of 
Mentone, A L 35984 

C h a l e t R e s e r v a t i o n s O r I n f o r m a t i o n 
( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 4 - 3 8 4 1 

w 
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L o o k o u t M t p . P r o p e r t i e s 

Jack £. Jones & Associates 
LITTLE RIVER CANYON 

New Log Cabin--2BR--Deck Overlooking 
Canyon-Hear The Water-Swim in 

Summer-Near Mentone 
3 Waterfall Tracts On Canyon Rim-

3 or 5 Acres-Private Roads-
Beautiful Get-A-Way Homesites 

River Lots-DeSoto Parkway Near Ski Area 

Brow Tract On East Side Of Mountain Near 
Fort Payne-30 Acres With Running Stream 

CALL OR VISIT OUR 
OFFICE IN MENTONE ACROSS 

FROM HITCHING POST 

Information About 
Snow Skiing At Cloudmont 

PhorK 634-3841 
Box 435 Meqtone, A l a . 35984 

D e S o t o A t h l e t i c 
Complete Line Of Athletic Clothing 

Athletic Footwear Headquarters 

Ski Overalls 
Ski Gloves 

Jackets 
Thermal Underwear 

Christmas Gifts 

Monday-Saturday: 8:30-5:00 

2107 Gault Avenue 
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 

A 

RESTAURANT AND DELI 
Located High Atop Lookout Mtn. Offers a 

Unique Dining Experience 
An Enjoyable Atmosphere. 

Friday & Saturday 
Real Italian Spaghetti Dinner 

$ 5 . 2 5 
Includes Dinner Salad & 

Garlic Bread 

T h e 
L o o k o u t 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
C L O U D L A N D , G E O R G I A 

( 4 0 4 ) 8 6 2 - 2 5 1 5 

MORGAN DRUGS 
P R E S C R I P T I O N S -

C O S M E T I C S 

D o n a l d R. M o r g a n 

Valley Head, Alabama 35989 
635-6812 

E M P I R E G A S I N C . O F F O R T P A Y N E 

(206) 845-0711 

Emory Harper, Mgr. 

P . 0 Box 23 
201 3rd Street, S . E . 

Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 
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^ EQUIPMENT AND TAPES 

^ Layaway & Financing Available 

R U B Y ' S V A R I E T Y 
C o m e A n d S e e O u r 

C h r i s t m a s G i f t s 

WE HAVE 
UNICORNS/ 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

H O M E L A N D S C A P E A N D 
L A N D S C A P E M A I N T E N A N C E 

DESMOND DISNEY 
P.O. BOX 242 
MENTONE, A L 35984 

(205) 634-4510 

P a r s e r ' s C l e a n e r s 

• Han<iy D r i p e - T l i r u • 

• A l t e r a t i o n s • 

• P i c k & p S e r p i c e • 

R o b e r t <3. P a r k e r 

S a r b a r a P a r k e r 

Qua l i t y C l e a n i n g 

845-0841 
2 1 2 0 G a u l t Give.. N . 
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e Mountain Watch 
by Charles White McGehee 

W h e n C h r i s t m a s d e s c e n d s o n M e n t o n e , a ] 
k i n d o f m a g i c e n v e l o p s t h e t o w n , p a r t o f a 
c e l e b r a t i o n t h a t i s a b l e s s i n g t o t h e W e s t e r n 
w o r l d . I t s t h e m e i s j o y a n d h o p e a n d t h e 
e t e r n a l p r o m i s e o f p e a c e o n e a r t h . I n a d d i t i o n ! 
t o i t s r e l i g i o u s m e a n i n g s , i t i s t h e t i m e o f t h e j 
w i n t e r s o l s t i c e , w h e n t h e s u n h a s r e a c h e d i t s | 
l o w e s t p o i n t o n t h e s l o p e s o f S a n d M o u n t a i n . 

A l l a c r o s s t h e e a r t h t h i s p h e n o m e n o n i s o c - j 
c u r r i n g . J u s t w h e n d a y s a r e t h e l o n g e s t , a n d 
s o m e t i m e s h o p e i s a t a l o w e b b , t h e s u n 
b e g i n s i t s n o r t h w a r d t r e k a g a i n , s i g n i f y i n g a 
n e w y e a r a n d n e w e x p e c t a t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
J e s u s , i t i s a t i m e w h e n o t h e r r e l i g i o n s o f t h e 
e a s t h a v e * c e l e b r a t e d t h e b i r t h s o f B u d d h a , 
C o n f u c i o u s , a n d K r i s h n a . 

T o m o s t o f u s , f r o m e a r l i e s t c h i l d h o o d , 
C h r i s t m a s i s t h e t i m e o f t h e b i r t h o f t h e 
C h r i s t c h i l d . S o m e t i m e s w e o v e r l o o k t h e f a c t 
t h a t a s a c h i l d i n N a z a r e t h J e s u s o b s e r v e d 
H a n u k k a h , t h e J e w i s h f e s t i v a l o f t h e l i g h t s . 
T h e r e i s a t r a d i t i o n a l s t o r y a b o u t H a n u k k a h . 

L o n g b e f o r e t h e t i m e o f J e s u s , S y r i a n a r m i e s 
u n d e r K i n g A n t i o c u s i n v a d e d I s r a e l . T h e t e m ­
p l e i n J e r u s a l e m w a s d e s t r o y e d . A n o l d p r i e s t 
n a m e d M a t t i a t h i a s r e f u s e d t o b o w d o w n 
b e f o r e t h e f o r e i g n g o d s . " W h o e v e r i s f o r o u r 
G o d , l e t h i m f o l l o w m e ! " h e s h o u t e d a s h e 
w e n t u p i n t o t h e m o u n t a i n s , f o l l o w e d b y h i s 
f i v e s o n s . M a n y o t h e r J e w s w e n t u p i n t o t h e 
h i l l s . 

U n d e r l e a d e r s h i p o f M a t t i a t h i a s ' o l d e s t s o n , 
J u d a s M a c c a b e e , t h e y h a m m e r e d a w a y a t t h e 
w e l l e q u i p p e d S y r i a n a r m y - w h i c h w a s s o o n 
d r i v e n f r o m t h e l a n d . T h e i r f i r s t t a s k w a s t o 
r e p a i r t h e t e m p l e . A f t e r e i g h t d a y s t h i s w a s 
d o n e . I n a s e r v i c e o f w o r s h i p t h e s a c r e d f l a m e 
w a s l i t , w h i c h w a s t o b u r n a l w a y s ; m o r e o i l 
c o u l d n o t b e b r o u g h t i n f o r e i g h t d a y s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o l e g e n d , h o w e v e r , t h e f l a m e 
b u r n e d e i g h t d a y s . I n t h e i r h a p p i n e s s a t n e w 
f r e e d o m t h e J e w s b e g a n t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
H a n u k k a h , w h i c h l a s t s f o r e i g h t d a y s . E a c h 
n i g h t a n a d d i t i o n a l c a n d l e i s l i t i n t h e 
m i n o r a h . E a c h n i g h t t h e c h i l d r e n a r e g i v e n a n 
e x t r a p r e s e n t . A n n e F r a n k i n h e r d i a r y 
w r i t e s o f t h e s u s t e n a n c e o f t h e H a n u k k a h s e r ­
v i c e d u r i n g h e r t w o y e a r s o f l i v i n g i n a n a t t i c 
i n H o l l a n d h i d i n g f r o m t h e N a z i s . 

S o i f y o u h a p p e n t o e n c o u n t e r a J e w i s h 
f r i e n d d u r i n g t h e h o l i d a y s , g i v e t h i s g r e e t i n g : 
" H a p p y H a n u k k a h ! " 

A n e a r l i e r f e s t i v a l o f t h e l i g h t s c o m e s w i t h 
t h e a d v e n t o f f a l l . T h e H i n d u s c e l e b r a t e 
D i v a l i , w h i c h m e a n s " c l u s t e r o f t h e l i g h t s . " 
C o n t i n u i n g f o r a w e e k , i t i s t h e H i n d u N e w 
Y e a r . O n t h e f i r s t n i g h t o f t h e N e w F a l l M o o n 
t h e r e a r e o i l l a m p s a n d c o l o r e d l i g h t s . 

A l o n g t h e r o o f s a n d w i n d o w s o f e v e r y h o u s e 
t h e s e l i g h t s d a z z l e a n d f i r e w o r k s l i g h t u p t h e 
n i g h t . H i n d u s s e n d g a i l y c o l o r e d g r e e t i n g c a r ­
d s . T h e r e i s m u c h f a m i l y v i s i t i n g . I n m a n y 
I n d i a n c o m m u n i t i e s t h e c e l e b r a t i o n i s a c c o m ­
p a n i e d w i t h d a n c i n g i n t h e t e m p l e s a n d 
p r o c e s s i o n s t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s . 

T h e r e a r e s w e e t m e a t s f o r t h e c h i l d r e n a n d 
b o n f i r e s i n t h e v i l l a g e s . D i v a l i s y m b o l i z e s t h e 
g o d d e s s o f w e a l t h a n d f o r t u n e , r i d i n g a c r o s s 
t h e l a n d a s t r i d e a g i a n t o w l j u s t a t d u s k s c a t ­
t e r i n g h e r g i f t s t o a l l o f t h e d e s e r v i n g - v e r y 
s i m i l a r t o S a n t a C l a u s i n A m e r i c a . D i v a l i a l s o 
i s a v i c t o r y o f l i g h t o v e r d a r k n e s s . 

S o a s w e c e l e b r a t e C h r i s t m a s i n M e n t o n e , 
l e t u s r e a l i z e t h a t i t h a s m a n y f a c e t s , a 
m y s t i q u e w h i c h t o u c h e s t h e h u m a n h e a r t a n d 
w h i c h m e a n s m a n y d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s t o m a n y 
d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e - b u t u n d e r n e a t h i t a l l , e v e n 
w i t h t h e o v e r - c o m m e r c i a l i s m , i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r 
s o m e t o h e a r t h e s i n g i n g o f t h e a n g e l s , t o 
o t h e r s a p l e a f o r p e a c e o n e a r t h , a n d t o 
m i l l i o n s a c r o s s t h e e a r t h , s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
d e f i e s m u n d a n e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

*** 
T h e r e i s a w i d e r s e n s e o f s e c u r i t y w i t h t h e 

o p e n i n g o f t h e n e w B a p t i s t M e d i c a l C e n t e r i n 

S T O C K S B O N D S 
W h e r e Your Savings D o l l a r 
Works a L i t t l e H a r d e r . . . 

David G. Brouwer 
201 Grand Ave . No. 

For t Payne. A L 

845-4560 

Edward D. Jones & Co." 
Member New York Sloe* Exchange. Inc 
Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 

M U T U A L F U N D S G O L D - S I L V E R 

F o r t P a y n e . V e r y m u c h a p a r t o f t h e c o m ­
p l i c a t e d d e t a i l s o f b r i n g i n g t h i s p r o j e c t a b o u t 
i s M e n t o n e ' s S a m m y C a s h , l o n g - t i m e f o r e s t 
r a n g e r , p r o d u c t i v e f i r e c h i e f , a n d a t p r e s e n t 
D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y b e a t r e p r e s e n t i v e f r o m t h i s 
a r e a . 

A s m e m b e r o f t h e H o s p i t a l B o a r d S a m m y 
w a s i n v o l v e d i n m a n y o f t h e c o m p l i c a t e d m a t ­
t e r s o f p h a s i n g o u t t h e o l d h o s p i t a l a n d p u r ­
c h a s i n g t h e l a n d f o r t h e n e w B M C . S t i l l a c t i v e 
i n p o l i t i c s , S a m m y i s s t a y i n g i n t o u c h w i t h 
t h i n g s a t t h e C o u r t H o u s e b y s e r v i n g a s 
b a i l i f f . 

J e a n a n d I h a v e a g r e a t d e a l o f c o n f i d e n c e 
i n t h e q u a l i t y o f m e d i c a l c a r e i n t h i s c o u n t y . I 
h o p e a l o n g t i m e e l a p s e s b e f o r e I a m r e q u i r e d 
t o t e s t t h e f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e n e w h o s p i t a l . B u t 
m y o w n p e r s o n a l s t a f f o f m e d i c a l c a r e t a k e r s 
g i v e s m e n o c o n c e r m a b o u t n o t l i v i n g i n a 
h u g e m e t r o p o l i s . 

C e n t r a l a n d c o n t i n u i n g f a c t o r i n " a n y 
f a m i l y ' s h e a l t h i s t h e g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i o n e r , 
s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d d o c t o r o f i n t e r n a l m e d i c i n e . 
O u r s i s D r . G e o r g e W e a t h e r l y . W i t h r e g u l a r 
c h e c k u p s h e m o n i t o r s o u r c o n d i t i o n s , 
e m a n a t i n g g e n i a l i t y , i n s t i l l i n g c o n f i d e n c e , a n d 
g i v i n g f u l l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p a t i e n t a t h a n d . 
H e c a u s e s o n e t o f e e l t h a t t h e r e i s a j o i n t 
c o n s u l t a t i o n g o i n g o n - - n o t a n a u t o c r a t i c 
p r o n o u n c e m e n t a b o u t t o b e m a d e . A s a 
s u p e r i o r d i a g n o s t i c i a n , I h a v e c o n f i d e n c e t h a t 
i n a c r u c i a l s i t u a t i o n h e c o u l d g e t m e i m ­
m e d i a t e l y t o a m e t r o p o l i t a n s p e c i a l i s t . 

O u r s u r g e o n , D r . A l e x W a l k e r , i s w i d e l y 
k n o w n a n d a c c e p t e d f o r h i s s k i l l s . H e r e i s a n 
e x a m p l e . T w o y e a r s a g o o n a t r i p t h r o u g h 
V i r g i n i a I w a s s t r i c k e n w i t h a n a b d o m i n a l i n ­
f e c t i o n a n d w a s a p a t i e n t f o r s e v e r a l d a y s i n a 
h o s p i t a l i n A b i n g t o n . I t w a s a c o n d i t i o n t h a t 
r e q u i r e d a g a l l b l a d d e r r e m o v a l . B a c k a t M e n -
t o n e I c a l l e d a u r o l o g i s t I h a d k n o w n i n C h a t ­
t a n o o g a . H e s a i d , " I ' l l d o i t , b u t y o u h a v e 
r i g h t t h e r e i n F o r t P a y n e o n e o f t h e b e s t . " H e 
w a s p r o v e n c o r r e c t . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e t i m e s p e n t o n m y f e e t , t h e y 
r e q u i r e s p e c i a l c a r e . I ' v e d e v e l o p e d m u c h c o n ­
f i d e n c e i n D r . M i c h a e l L y o n s , a n o r t h o p e d i c 
s u r g e o n w h o c o u l d w e l l b e p r a c t i c i n g i n a b i g 
c i t y h o s p i t a l . I n c i d e n t l y , h e l i v e s o n t h e 
P a r k w a y j u s t b e l o w M e n t o n e . H e i s d o i n g 
s o m e h i g h l y c o m p l i c a t e d s u r g e r y , s u c h a s a r ­
t i f i c i a l j o i n t s , a n d h a s a w i d e p r a c t i c e i n h a n ­
d l i n g a c c i d e n t v i c t i m s . I t ' s a c o m f o r t i n g t h i n g 
t o k n o w h e i s a t t h e o t h e r e n d o f a t e l e p h o n e 
i n e v e n t o f a b a d f a l l . 

C a r e o f m y e y e s i s i n t h e c o m p e t e n t h a n d s 
o f D r . M i c h a e l P a r k e r . A t t h e r e g u l a r 
c h e c k u p s h e i s a l e r t t o a n y n e w m a l a d i e s , 
c a r e f u l w i t h n e w l e n s e s w h e n n e e d e d , s e n s i t i v e 
t o m y n e e d s . O n c e w h e n n e w r e a d i n g g l a s s e s 
w e r e b e i n g f i t t e d , h e m a d e a h o u s e c a l l t o s e e 
m e a t m y d e s k , t o t a k e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
l i g h t i n g a n d d i s t a n c e . 

T h i s g l o w i n g p r a i s e o f m y s t a f f d o e s n o t 
i m p l y t h a t t h e r e a r e n o t o t h e r s i n t h e s e f i e l d s 
e q u a l l y c o n f i d e n t . I k n o w t h e i r c a l i b r e a n d 
t h i n k t h e y m u s t b e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f o t h e r s . 
Y o u p r o b a b l y h a v e y o u r o w n w o r d s o f p r a i s e . 
T h e r e i s c o n s t a n t g l o w i n g t e s t i m o n i a l f o r 
V a l l e y H e a d ' s D r . J a m e s Q u i m b y , r i g h t t h e r e 
a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e m o u n t a i n , o n e o f t h e l a s t 
o f t h e r e a l c o u n t r y f a m i l y d o c t o r s . H e i s s o 
n o t e w o r t h y t h a t h e e a r n e d c o v e r s t a t u s o n 
The Groundhog. 

Rocky Hill Jersey Farm 
Open 1-5 8 4 5 - 1 6 0 5 

QuofiS? 
* v T MILK 

Peppermint Ice Cream 
Egg Nog 

Cheese Balls-Beef Sticks 
A Variety Of Cheeses For Clmslmas 

CREATE YOUR OWN GIFT BASKETS! 

MENTONE SUPERETTE 

PICNIC SUPPL IES — M E A T S , 

A N D G R O C E R I E S . 

5 A.M. TO 6 P.M. MON. THRU FRI . 
SAT., 6 TO 6 634-3111 

T I M B E R L I N E L O G H O M E S 
Q u a l i t y Handcrafted Log Homes 

M e n t o n e , A L 6 3 4 - 4 8 1 6 

Take advantage of John Deere 
Service to help prevent break­
downs and to get your lawn and 
garden tractor in peak operating 
condition for spring. Our service 
technicians have the equipment 
and experience to spot potential 
problems and make repairs fast. 
Plus, we carry a complete line of 
genuine John Deere replacement 
parts to keep your machine run­
ning like new! 

C a l l t o d a y f o r a t u n e - u p a n d a 
c h e c k u p . 

G o W i t h 
T h e G r e e n 

L . D. McReynolds 
& Son 

1813 Gault Ave. N. 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

$5.00 Off All Perms 
With This Coupon 

Tanning Beds 10 Sessions/$25.00 
Regular Price 

( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 5 - 6 7 4 0 H I G H W A Y I l 
H A M M O N D V I L L E . A L 3 5 9 8 9 

Mcw%ts H e a d S k d 
New at the Head Shed—Belinda Blalock 



\ ( c o n t i n u e d f r o m p . 1 ) | 

t o o k i t a w a y t h e h e a r t s t i l l y e a r n e d f o r i t a n d l o v e d i t 
j u s t t h e s a m e . M a n y I n d i a n s h a v e b e e n c i t e d f o r b r a v e r y 
i n t h e W a r s t h e w h i t e m a n d e c l a r e d . 

T h e a t r o c i t i e s c o m m i t t e d a g a i n s t t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e 
w o u l d t a k e v o l u m e s t o r e c o u n t , a n d t h e s a m e s i c k e n i n g 
a t t i t u d e t h a t a l l o w e d t h e m t o h a p p e n s t i l l p r e v a i l s i n t h e 
s m a l l m i n d s o f s o m e i n d i v i d u a l s t o d a y . B u t t h e I n d i a n 
p e o p l e h a v e e n d u r e d i n d i g n i t y a n d h u m i l i a t i o n a t t h e 
h a n d s o f m e a n - s p i r i t e d a n d g r e e d y p e o p l e e v e r s i n c e t h e 
f i r s t r e d h a n d o f f r i e n d s h i p w a s o f f e r e d t o t h e w h i t e 
v i s i t o r w h o c a m e i n f o r s a n c t u a r y f r o m t h e s e a , a n d 
s t a y e d t o s l a u g h t e r h i s h o s t . T h e I n d i a n s a r e w e l l -
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h s u f f e r i n g , b u t t h e y a r e s t i l l a p r o u d 
p e o p l e w h o h a v e t h e s t r e n g t h o f s p i r i t t h a t c a n o n l y b e 
f o r g e d i n t h e f l a m e s o f t r i b u l a t i o n . T h e y w i l l e n d u r e , a n d 
t h e i r k n o w l e d g e a n d l o v e o f t h e e a r t h i s b a d l y n e e d e d 
i n o u r d e s t r u c t i v e s o c i e t y . T h e y h a v e m u c h t o t e a c h , a n d 
G o d h e l p u s , w e h a v e m u c h t o l e a r n . 

( M a n y t h a n k s t o C h i e f J o e S t e w a r d o f t h e E c h o t a 
C h e r o k e e T r i b e f o r a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s 
a r t i c l e . ) 

An Indian Prayer 
O ' G R E A T S P I R I T 

Whose voice I hear in the winds, 
And whose breath gives life to all the world, 
hear me! I am small and weak, I need your 
strength and wisdom. 

L E T M E W A L K I N B E A U T Y , a n d m a k e m y e y e s e v e r 
b e h o l d t h e r e d a n d p u r p l e s u n s e t . 

M A K E M Y H A N D S r e s p e c t t h e t h i n g s y o u h a v e m a d e 
a n d m y e a r s s h a r p t o h e a r y o u r v o i c e . 
M A K E M E W I S E s o t h a t I m a y u n d e r s t a n d t h e t h i n g s 
y o u h a v e t a u g h t m y p e o p l e . 

L E T M E L E A R N t h e l e s s o n s y o u h a v e h i d d e n i n e v e r y 
l e a f a n d r o c k . 
I S E E K S T R E N G T H , n o t t o b e g r e a t e r t h a n m y b r o t h e r , 
b u t t o f i g h t m y g r e a t e s t e n e m y — m y s e l f . 

M A K E M E A L W A Y S R E A D Y t o c o m e t o y o u w i t h 
c l e a n h a n d s a n d s t r a i g h t e y e s . 

S O W H E N L I F E F A D E S , a s t h e f a d i n g s u n s e t , m y 
s p i r i t m a y c o m e t o y o u w i t h o u t s h a m e . 

A n t i q u e s , G i f t s , A r t s , C r a f t s 

S a t . 1 0 - 4 - S u n . 1 - 4 

The White Elephant Galleries 
634-4529 

845-3572 
or 1-800-826-8844 

DISCOUNT TRAVEL 
SERVICES 

N o w o p e n a t 1 7 0 1 - A G a u l t A v e n u e N o r t h . 
Airline Tickets at no service fees. Airport Prices! 

N o C h a r g e e v e n i f y o u a l r e a d y h a v e r e s e r ­
v a t i o n s ! $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 F l i g h t I n s u r a n c e i f w e 
i s s u e t i c k e t s ! DISCOUNT R A T E S o n a l l 
f o r m s o f t r a v e l f o r everyone! 

A I R L I N E S * T O U R S * C R U I S E S * 
H O T E L S * C A R S * H O N E Y M O O N S 

Limous ine Services t o All Major Airpor ts 
C a l l O r C o m e B y T o d a y ! 

YOU CAN PAY MORE!!! BUT WHY? 

Construction Steel 
Industrial Supplies 

F U L L L I N E D I S T R I B U T O R O F D A Y T O N 
A N D R E L A T E D B R A N D S 

Mar-Mil Steel & Supply Co. 
Rt. 11 South 

Fort Payne, Ala. 35967 

845-1841 
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Mountain Greenery 
by Desmond Disney 

Tips on buying plants 
Knowing what to look for and what to avoid 

when purchasing plant material is important 
to the success of your landscape. Here are 
some tips to follow when buying trees and 
shrubs. 

It is best to buy from a local nursery, 
whenever possible, (department stores usually 
do not have the right conditions for keeping 
plants) and it gives you the opportunity to 
choose the individual plants that are wanted 
(as opposed to buying from a mail order nur­
sery). And, since transportation from a local 
nursery is quicker and easier, the plants have 
a better chance to arrive in good condition. It 
is also a poor practice to look for bargain 
plants. They may be dug specimens with poor 
root systems, or not true to name. 

Deciduous trees and shrubs are sold bare-
rooted, container-grown or balled and 
burlaped. Evergreens are sold either container-
grown or balled and burlaped. 

The least expensive form is bare-rooted; the 
roots are bare of soil. Reputable nurseries and 
mail-order nurseries pack the roots in dam­
pened material-like fibrous sphagnum moss-
and wrap them in plastic moss in order to 
conserve water. Do not buy plants on which 
the roots have been allowed to lie exposed to 
the air and sun, no matter how low the price. 
Chances of the plants surviving are slim. 

Buying plants with their roots inside the 
ball of soil in which they have been growing 
all along, wrapped in burlap (balled and 
burlaped), or inside a container (container 
grown) greatly increases their chances of sur-

Ivival. In fact, many shrubs, after they reach a 
height of 3 feet or more, will riot survive 
digging and transplanting in bare rooted form 
and must be sold balled and burlaped or con­
tainer grown. Azaleas, which have a shallow 
root system, are one example. 

There are, however, a few thing to watch for 
when buying balled and burlaped or container 
grown plants. The burlap around the roots of 
a balled and burlaped plant should be tight as 
a drum head; if it is loose the roots will tear 
away from the soihand don't buy plants if the 
soil inside the burlap is loose and the roots 
wobble around inside the soil. This usually in­
dicates that the plant was dug up, placed on a 
piece of burlap, and then dirt thrown around 
the roots. This is called a "manufactured" 
ball, and it isn't much better then moving the 
plant bare rooted. 

When buying container grown plants, make 
sure they were properly raised. The good ones 
have been grown in the containers in which 
you purchase them. The poor ones were grown 
in the field and then dug up and put into con­
tainers for easier handling. The trouble with 
such plants is that they lost perhaps half 
their roots to the spade when they were dug 
up. If the roots stick out above the soil and 
over the rim of the container, the shrub was 
probably field grown. If you cannot tell, ask 
the nursery man to lift the shrub and its soil 
part way out of the container. If you see 
many roots, resembling a tangle of spaghetti, 
tightly packed on the outside of the ball of 
soil, the plant was probably started in the 
container and it is satisfactory. If the roots 
are sparse or invisible around the soil ball, or 
if the soil ball itself is loose and crumbly, the 
shrub probably has not been in the container 
long and should be rejected. 

However, a plant that has been in its con­
tainer too long is not a good choice either. 
Chances are the roots may have become con­
stricted, doubling back to wind around one 
another until it becomes root-bound. In ex­

treme cases it will choke itself to death. Look 
at the top growth of a container grown plant. 
If it seems sparse and unhealthy, the plant 
may be root bound; in any event pass it by. 

Resist the temptation to buy big, old shrubs 
hoping they will enhance the look of your 
yard immediately. Besides being more expen­
sive than younger plants, unless they have 
been specially treated in the years before their 
sale; and then been very carefully dug up and 
moved, they are bound to suffer so much 
shock in the process of transplanting they 
may never again regain their original grace. 
Buy young plants about half the size they will 
reach at maturity. For example, if a plant will 
reach the height of 6 to 10 feet, buy one no 
more than 3 to 5 feet. 

Look for signs that distinguish strong, 
healthy plants from weaker ones. The best 
shrubs have a number of canes (stems that 
branch out from the central stem close to the 
ground). Look for dense, full plants with many 
stems coming off the main branches and 
with leaves that are blemish free. The more 
buds on flowering trees and shrubs the better. 
Don't buy plants with shriveled bark, stems 
with many dead branches or brown leaves. 
This may indicate that the plant is diseased, 
injured, or poorly cared for. Plants that are 
under-nourished, growing in the wrong soil, or 
suffering from root damage usually display 
yellow-green leaves and should be avoided. 

A number of symptoms can tell you whether 
a plant is being attacked by pest. Look at the 
leaves for discolored spots that indicate 
fungus disease, or holes that show the presen­
ce of insects. Examine the joints where leaves 
are attached to the stems for stuff that 
resembles soft white cottomthe "cotton" is a 
colony of mealy bugs. Also check for spider 
mites by holding a piece of white paper 
beneath the leaves and shaking the plant; if 
tiny dots start dancing on the paper, the 
plant should be passed over. The presence of 
cankers—malformations that resemble dark 
knots on the stems-cut off the flow of sap, 
eventually spreading and killing the plant 
unless the afflicted stews are cut away. 

And finally never buy a plant on which 
branches are tied up without first taking off 
the twine to make sure the branches are 
reasonably full and symmetrical. If the nur­
sery man trusses up the branches to make 
transportation easier for yo«, check to see 
which is the fullest or prettiest side and tie a 
piece of string to it; this will help later when 
placing the plant. And when transporting 
plants in an open truck, cover them with a 
tarp to protect the foliage from the wind. 
Wind burn will cause the leaves to turn black 
and fall off prematurly. 

Brown's Cleaning 
& Laundry 

COMPLETE CLOTHING C A R E 
S U E D E - L E A T H E R - F U R 

Complete Laundry and 
Dry Cleaning Serv ice 

8 1 7 G a u l t A v e . , F o r t P a y n e , A l a . - 8 4 5 - 3 2 4 1 

I I 4 1 I C E N T E R 
FRESH BARBECUE SANDWICHES-

We Now Fill Propane Bottles! 
FREE ICE WITH THE PURCHASE 

OF A CASE OF BEVERAGES 
Cloudland, GA (404) 862-2711 

MON-THURS 7:30-8 F R I & SAT 7:30-9 
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• H t e S f a f t o f t t e s o f c g t f f e 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/o M.A.P.A. 
P.O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

C A R - R T S O R T 
P o s t a l C u s t o m e r 
M e n t o n e , A L 3 5 9 8 4 
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