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Christmas Traditions 
Two Mentone Families 

Share Their Best 
Chr i s tmas really beg ins at Dal lyne and J i m J o n e s ' house the 

second S u n d a y in D e c e m b e r when J i m ' s , brothers and s is te rs 
along with their w i v e s and husbands gather for Chr i s tmas din­
ner. 

T h e y are a lso joined by C l a r a and S a m m y C a s h , C l a r a is a 
cous in and c lose family member. 

T h e r e w e r e or ig inal ly 11 b ro thers and s i s t e r s in the J i m 
J o n e s ' family, eight a re now al ive. The i r Chr i s tmas celebration 
is looked forward to by all of them and they travel from near 
and far to get together. 

"We have a cont inuous two w e e k s of v is i ts from our chi ldren 
and g randch i l d ren a round C h r i s t m a s , " s a i d D a l l y n e . " T h e y 
begin coming a s soon a s school is out. S o m e of the 10 grand­
children s tay with us the whole time of their vacat ion. " 

Select ing a Chr i s tmas tree is a family event that all b o k for­
ward to e a c h year . 

"J im and the chi ldren go out and find a tree. T h e r e is a lways 
a d iscuss ion about the three," s h e sa id . 

T h e y cut a t ree from their woods in Mentone and there is a 
congenia l d i sag reement about the tree being "too short, too 
tall, too fat, too skinny." 

Dal lyne m a k e s all her decorat ions and wrea ths from natural 
eve rg reens . T h e y put their C h r i s t m a s t ree up on C h r i s t m a s 
Eve and everyone he lps decorate it. 

"We have a star at the top to represent the star of Bethe le-
hem," Da l lyne re lated. "We try to teach the true meaning of 
Chr is tmas in everything w e do." In trying to s teer away from 
commerc ia l i sm, the family g i ves ex t ra money to char i t ies at 
Chr is tmas t ime, espec ia l ly the Lottie Moon Chr i s tmas F u n d for 

J foreign miss ions through their church , Moon L a k e Baptist. 
T h e family d raws n a m e s s o that each member rece ives one 

nice gift e a c h year . 
W h e n the J o n e s ' s ix chi ldren were young, the whole family 

spent part of Ch r i s tmas D a y with their two se ts of grandpar­
ents. 

"We all h a v e swee t memor ies of being with grandparents at 
Chr is tmas , " Dal lyne sa id . 

T h e da te for C h r i s t m a s D inner for the family v a r i e s f rom 
year to year, depending on when everyone c a n come. Trad i ­
tional fa re : turkey, h a m , vege tab le c a s s e r o l e s , pumpkin and 
pecan pies and c a k e s are on the menu. 

"We sha re our Ch r i s tmas mea ls with others and take plates 
to a shut- in or older fr iend," s h e sa id . 

"All C h r i s t m a s e s are spec ia l , " Dal lyne sa id . "One of the hap­
piest w a s Mr and Mrs. J o n e s ' 65th wedding anniversary. T h e y 
were marr ied on Ch r i s tmas E v e and the whole family gathered 
at the church fel lowship hall for that." 

W a s s a i l s immer ing on the s tove is a l so a tradition at the 
J o n e s ' , the wonderful a roma fills the house. 

T H E J O N E S ' C H R I S T M A S W A S S A I L 
1 gal . apple cider 
2 c. water 
3 c. brown sugar 
1 large c a n frozen orange ju ice concentrate 
1 c a n f rozen lemonade 
1 Tb l . ginger 
1 Tb l . nutmeg 
whole c loves 
whole a l lsp ice 
Combine the s p i c e s in a cheesec lo th bag. Combine all the 

other ingredients in a large kettle on the stove with the sp ice 
bag. Bring to a boil, then let s immer for seve ra l hours. S e r v e in 
cups with a p iece of c innamon stick. 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e of C h r i s t m a s to t h e J o n e s ' f a m i l y is 
s u m m e d up in a letter their oldest daughter Sharon J o n e s Har­
ris gave to her church in Sheff ield in 1 9 8 1 . Exce rp ts from that 
letter a re found below. 

Unto Us 
B y S h a r o n J o n e s Harr is 

In order to accep t the resur rec t ion , one must accep t the 
death ; in order to accept the death, one must accept the life; in 
order to accept the life, one must accept the birth - that birth 
of a perfect ly human chi ld, who would live and breathe and 
str ive and love. O n e must a lso accept the concept ion, which 
w a s not of the will of a human father, but of the will of G o d . 

My dea r Chr is t ian f r iends, there could be no resurrect ion 
without the miracle of Chr is t ' s birth - there could have been no 
perfect sacr i f ice for our s ins had He not come to live in a com­
pletely human form, knowing life a s we know it, having been 
born a s w e are born, carr ied in the womb a s we are carr ied, 
ye t c o n c e i v e d by a per fec t concep t i on that is b e y o n d the 
understanding or comprehens ion of our finite minds. 

Continued on page 5 
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Christmas Wishes 
from Third Grade 
Chr i s tmas gift-giving is a l w a y s a cha l lenge. E a c h yea r w e 

make carefu l l ists of family and fr iends and w e try to find the 
perfect gift for e a c h one. And , w e must careful ly consider our 
budget , know ing that in J a n u a r y , our p o c k e t b o o k s wil l be 
empty. 

S u p p o s e budget we re no object and you had all the money 
in the wor ld to spend on Ch r i s tmas gifts this year. T h e Ground­
hog g a v e Bill Be r ry ' s c l a s s at Moon L a k e Schoo l this p leasant 
ass ignment and set the imaginat ions of these third and fourth 
graders in motion. 

W e a s k e d , "If you cou ld g ive any gift in the wor ld , wha t 
would you g ive and who would you give it t o / 

Here a re their r e s p o n s e s , with most of the original spel l ing: 
I would g ive my D a d all the g u n s he wanted and I would 

give my Mom diamonds. I would give my two brothers moterci-
c l e s and my Mommy and P a p a a new church and 1 ,860 ( 342 
and a conver t i b le for me. C a n d a c e 

I w o u l d g i v e my Mom a n d D a d , M e e m o w a n d G r a n n e 
$ 9 9 9 , 9 9 1 , 4 4 4 , 1 0 2 , 5 0 0 e a c h . A n d , a p ink c a t u l a c h for m e . 
Brandy 

If I could give any gift in the world, I would give it to J a n a 
and it would be nice. T r a c y Coots 

I would give my D a d a thing-a-ma-bob that goves over his 
neck when he p reaches , kind of like a scarf . Emi ly 

I would give Nathan O w e n , b e c a u s e he is my best fr iend, 
work. J a m e s Tipton 

I would give to my family all big Chr i s tmas gifts b e c a u s e I 
c a n never afford to g ive them big gifts s o I buy sma l l gifts. 
Tiffany Derek 

I would g ive M e n o e s o m e A m e r i c a n c a n d y b e c a u s e s h e 
l ives in J a p a n and s h e has never had it. J e s s i c a P l e s s 

I w ish I could give my Mom a manchin. I w ish I could give 
my Dad a new Ford Bronco. I w ish I could give both of my s i s ­
ters 10 foot deep swimming pool. J a s o n S a m o n s 

I would give p e a c e to everyone in the world and happ iness 
too. Jona than Rut ledge 

I would g ive money to the poor, b e c a u s e they live on the 
street and they have no money. Buck 

I would give lots of love to my parants and to my brother. 
Jef f rey 

I would give my family s o m e money to buy a new house . 
Ash ley Fos te r 

I would give L a u r a Pu l len a d imend ring. David C h a n e y 
I would give a gift to C a n d a c e J o n e s and I would give her a 

cute little tiny kitten. Emi ly Col l ins 
I would give c lothes and food to needy-parents and chi ldren. 

L a u r a Pu l len 
I would g ive Nathan a c a p gun. J o s e p h 
I would give a motercikle to J o s h Pul len. He really wants a 

motercikle for c r i s tmas. G u e s s way he wants won b e c a u s e it is 
hard riding a bike a mile thats w a y to hard to ride a bike that 
far and thats w a y he wants won. Will Shank l in 

My parents need a new-van . They can not find a van . T h e y 
need a v a n rea ly bad . I would g ive my parents a new v a n . 
Ash ley Langston 

I would give my family a new house with goldin windos and 
a wight door, rt will look very very good!!! and we will l ive in it 
forever. Davey Goodwin 

I would give my m a m a a Eng l i sh Bul ldog, my sister a Nancy 
Drew book, my daddy a horse. Heather Pruitt 

I would give Mom and Dad lots of love and hope that they 
love me. S tephan ie 

I would give C a n d a c e Ful ler a Gir l Talk and I hope s h e l ikes 
it. and I hope s h e will play with it. Nathan O w e n 

Roland Walls, The More 
We Hear, The More We Like 

B y Nla Bryan 
If the vo ice is raspy, the jokes are corny, and the banter is 

non-stop, you' re listening to Ro land Wal l s . His morning chatter 
on W Z O B Rad io is such an institution that many l isteners feel 
they know him. T h e man himself, though, is not exact ly what 
he appea rs to be. 

"i remember one t ime when somebody finally met me, they 
s a i d I s o u n d e d tal ler," he c h u c k l e s . " I don't know how you 
sound taller or shorter." 

He admits to being short and rather homely of f ace , but his 
gravel ly vo ice and plain appearance mask a heart a s deep a s 
Little R i ve r C a n y o n . His s p e e c h is a s country a s the records 
he sp ins , but his outlook on life is decidedly rosier than the 
cyn ic ism found in those s a m e songs . 

To hear Ro land tell it, there 's not a better p lace on earth to 
l ive, not a better p l a c e to r a i s e a family. He g i v e s D e K a l b 
Count ians high marks for their chari table nature and their will­
ingness to lend a helping hand. But even though he s e e s the 
world through rose-colored l e n s e s , he is not blind to its short­
comings. 

"We 've got s o m e of the f inest people in the world right here, " 
he s a y s , "folks that would do anything to help you out. The re ' s 
been t imes when I've told about a family with a burned house, 
and I've sa id what they needed and their s i z e s , and they cal l 
me back later to tell me how people helped them out. 

"But at the s a m e t ime that you 've got al l th is char i ty and 
neighbor l iness, you 've got gossiping and backstabbing. Tha t is 
one thing about this p lace - there 's more gossiping and talking 
about people here than you would find in a big city. Tha t ' s a 
real paradox, isn't it? You 've got all this giving and goodness , 
but there 's entirely too much of the backstabbing. Peop le will 
bear ta les and twist things and make up stuff e v e n . They c a n 
be very mal ic ious. And , you know, if people had more love for 
their fellow m a n , they couldn't do that." 

He reca l l s a minister who once s a i d , "If I w e r e g o n n a do 
wrong, I wouldn't do it in Fort P a y n e , A l a b a m a . " To Ro land , 
who m a k e s his living with the words of his mouth, gossiping 
do-gooders a b u s e the privi lege of s p e e c h and inflict pe rma­
nent damage on their neighbor. 

" I 've a l w a y s sa id , when something is true and it gets told, 
that's bad . But when people twist it or make it up out of pure 
air, that 's really bad. You never know when somebody 's going 
to repeat something you 've sa id , so you have to watch your 
tongue - and it shouldn't be that way." 

H e attributes our neighbor l iness to growing up in the Bible 
Belt . T h e goss ip ing and backs tabb ing , however , more likely 
s tem from envy. "Everybody wants to be on the s a m e level , " 
he s a y s . "If somebody 's out in front achiev ing, and you can't 
r ise to their leve l , then you fee l like you h a v e to drag them 
down to yours . You c a n do that by spreading something bad 
about them or criticizing them. 

"That 's just totally opposite to what we can do. If they would 
s top that, to the s a m e extent that they would go and help 
somebody when their home burned, it would be a wonderful 
community. 

"But I don't know how you'd get people to do that. T h e r e ' s 
no w a y you c a n legislate for people to be kinder to their neigh­
bor and not spread goss ip and rumors about them. L a w and 
government can' t do very much to change that. Peop le have | 
to want to do it ins ide t h e m s e l v e s . " Tha t inner des i re to do 
what 's right is a Ro land 's life. His cheerfu l and optimistic atti­
tude h a s its roots in his chi ldhood. He descr ibes his father a s 
" a kidder" and his mother a s "real optimistic." 

"That ' s the only w a y I know how to be. That c a n get you in 
trouble, of course , b e c a u s e it's not realistic. Life is not a lways 
a s good a s I s e e it. I c a n get taken in somet imes, when some­
body turns out to be l e s s than ideal. But I'd rather be that way 
than the p e r s o n w h o ' s too pess im is t i c . Peop le who h a v e a 
dark attitude, who s e e everything a s black, don't even get to 
enjoy the good things when they c o m e around. 

"An optimistic person can get disappointed once in a while, 
but most of the whi le, you' re content with life. T h o s e few o c c a ­
s ions when you were wrong are just tittle se tbacks . But those 
persons who are just so su re that things are going to be bad 
miss out on even the good things. They ' r e just waiting for it to 
turn bad , say ing , 'I know this can't be good. ' 

"Of course , the ideal is somewhere in between rose-colored 
g l a s s e s and gloom - but if you 've got to be an extremist, I'd 
rather be ext reme in the optimist direction." 

Ro land is c lear ly grateful that his parents ra ised him in a 
positive a tmosphere. "Chi ldren are the way they are b e c a u s e 
of how their parents a re . My parents were cheer fu l , and that i 

R O L A N D W A L L S at the control panel during h is morning 
program. 

rubbed off on me, and that's the w a y I s e e life. But kids that 
w e r e ra ised o the rw ise , they ' re just doomed to despa i r - or 
e l se they' l l h a v e to break a w a y from it. "It 's something that you 
need to do all the t ime. Peop le don't real ize it, but happ iness is 
a cho ice and a state of mind. You c a n go out and c h a s e happi­
n e s s all you want, and not find it. But you c a n do something 
for another person , and you both benefit. You get a reward of 
happ iness , and two people are better off for it." 

R o l a n d s h o u l d be qui te f am i l i a r with that p h e n o m e n o n . 
Some t imes his bonus is obvious and shared by many others, 
wh i le at o ther t i m e s it is s m a l l and quiet. T h e most publ ic 
e x a m p l e of his love of peop le is his annua l a p p e a r a n c e in 
"drag" at the Ms. Macho Beauty Pagean t . "You know it h a s to 
be a good c a u s e for t roopers and deput ies and other public 
f igures to d r e s s up like women and act silly for a convent ion 
hall full of people. But anyt ime I c a n help out T o y s for Tots, I'm 
going to do it." 

Ro land is a much-sought-after master of ce remon ies for all 
k inds of pub l ic e v e n t s throughout the county , f rom gospe l 
s ings to H e n a g a r ' s Potato F e s t i v a l . Sti l l , he s e e m s to g lean 

I just a s much sat isfact ion from the little personal touches on his 
radio show. 

"I hope we don't ever grow so much that we can' t continue 
to do people 's b i r thdays on the air. After live sa id it's s o m e ­
body's birthday, they'l l ca l l me later and tell me what a change 
it made in their day. Maybe they were down that morning, but 
then everybody w ished them a happy birthday, and it really lift­
ed their spirits. You couldn't do something like that in a big city. 
W e ' d be amus ing to them. But where it works , it works real 
wel l . " 

It c lear ly works for Ro land . A s the say ing goes , "If life g ives 
you lemons, make lemonade." 1f you don't know how, Ro land 
h a s the recipe. 

B I T S AND P I E C E S 
F r o m Zora S t rayhorn 's History of Mentone 

T w o of Mentone's original mineral spr ings of c lear life-giving 
mountain wa te r still ex is t . Another spr ing w a s des t royed by 
blast ing of A l a b a m a S ta te H ighway 117 when the road w a s 
under construct ion. 

T h e terra in h a s b e e n s h a k e n by violent u p h e a v a l s of the 
ear th, according to geologists, in the dim geological past. T h e 
effects of erosion by rain, wind, ice, snow, and the wide sw ings 
in tempera tu re c h a n g e s from ice to t ropical heat h a v e had 
their resul ts , too. B e c a u s e of this, there are huge outcroppings 
of rocks and within the earth c a v e s and c a v e r n s . 

Mar ine wa te r c o v e r e d large a r e a s he re o v e r 6 0 0 mill ion 
y e a r s ago. T r e e s fell in s w a m p l a n d s , forming peat deposi ts 
and finally making coa l which attracted hoards of people here 
at one time with great expectat ions from "get rich quick" pro­
moters. 



The Groundhog's 
Christmas 

B y E M I L Y S M I T H 
We' re "mak in ' a list and check in ' it twice" at the Groundhog 

of all the things we 'd like to g ive our readers for Chr i s tmas this 
year. 

S i n c e our readers are most everyone in Mentone and lots of 
folks in Val ley Head , Hammondvi l le and Fort P a y n e a s wel l a s 
people who live outside D e K a l b County but love our a r e a , our 
list is pretty long. 

To start , we want to g ive the people of Mentone a bright 
shiny new library, right in Mentone, full of books. We 'd like the 
Mentone Library to be a comfortable p lace where folks would 
want to drop in and browse through the books and s e e their 
f r iends, where groups could hold meet ings and where visitors, 
to Mentone could learn about all the beautiful p laces we enjo; 
here. 

T h e n our next gift would be to our volunteer f i remen and t o w 
the D e S o t o R e s c u e S q u a d . W e wan t them to h a v e al l t h e § J 
funds they need to have the best training and equipment pos-j j t f 
sible. All of us depend on these two groups for our we l l -be ing* - . 
and for our peace of mind in Mentone. » 

Next , w e wan t to g i ve a gift to al l the people in DeKa lbg fc 
County, a big county health department, with plenty of doctors j j j j 
and nurses and staff to take ca re of all of us . We 'd move Dr.Stf 
R u s s e l l a n d his folks into a building big enough to contain a l l j s 
the people who n e e d the heal th depar tment with plenty o f B a 
equipment and medicine to take ca re of them. §j[ 

T h e next thing on our list is toll-free cal l ing to Fort Payne j j j£ 
from Mentone, Valley Head and , Hammondvi l le . Our fr iends a t S j . 
the Mentone A r e a Preservat ion Assoc ia t ion have started t h e | * 
ball rolling on this with those petitions we s igned over the p a s t g a 
couple of months. Now, it's up to the phone company to make S|' 
the rest happen. 

T h e Groundhog ' s C h r i s t m a s List may s e e m a little ambi -gj 
t ious. After all, we are only a once a month newspaper with a St 
circulation of about 3 ,000. W e just think that you, our readers , ĵf 
d e s e r v e the very best we c a n offer you. ĵ Jf 

Merry Ch r i s tmas from Mentone's Groundhog! 

Ualleg litem 
B y E L O I S E M. B R O W N 

A wonderful event happened in Val ley Head at the Methodist 
C h u r c h . A w oman s a i d , "I will cook a turkey and d ress ing , " 
another sa id , "I will bake a p ie , /E another sa id , "I will fix a bowl 
of b e a n s " (to s e r v e the shu t - i ns a n d lone ly ) . L i ke the few 
loaves and little f i shes , this exploded into a miracle of fantast ic 
proportions. All the chu rches pitched in together, restaurants 
and b u s i n e s s e s g a v e generous ly and individuals g a v e their 
holiday to work hard and to se rve others. 

T h e tu rkeys , h a m s , pota toes, rol ls, d e s s e r t s - there w a s 
every thing imaginable for a bountiful Thanksg iv ing feast to 
over f lowing. Over 2 0 0 people were se rved and many plates 
we re del ivered. Doesn' t that inspire you and uplift your spirit 
with new hope? It is !a good world full of fine people who ca re 

Letters to the Editor 
Moon Lake Parent's Concern 
Dear Groundhog Editor, 

I hope that you will print this in the nexL iBe f l e^ f your paper. 
My s o n s go to Moon L a k e E le^^ t rSTry Schoo l and , yester­

day one of them c a m e h 0 s » * * m i r t and con fused . H e sa id a 
child in his c l a s s w * » * * v T n g a birthday party and invited all the 
kids in t h ^>>w^excep t four, my son being one of the four. 

ody understand or explain to a child why that hap-
5ened? What is happening to this wor ld? and is it not a lso the 
time of yea r of goodwill to mank ind? It m a k e s a person very 
dep ressed for the future of these chi ldren. 

T h a n k y o u , M r s . M. B u l l o c k 

Support of National Park 
D e a r E d i t o r : 

T h e r e h a s b e e n m u c h con t rove rsy c o n c e r n i n g the Li t t le 
R i ve r C a n y o n National P r e s e r v e most of the publicized state­
ments have been on the negat ive s ide. T h e bill to create the 
"p reserve" is coming before the committee on such things to 
make a dec is ion. It is t ime for those who support the protection ' 
of the canyon and a r e a to s p e a k out. I have done so and here 
is a copy of my letter to the committee. 

W e are property owne rs and res idents of D e K a l b County, | 
and w e h a v e fol lowed with great interest all of the develop-
men ts a n d con t rove rsy conce rn ing the Litt le R i v e r C a n y o n ! 
National P r e s e r v e . Our property is adjacent to the W e s t Fork 
of Little R ive r just north of the dam at DeSo to F a l l s . 

W e applaud the provision in the reference bill to not take 
land or force the sa le of land by an unwilling landowner Like­
wise w e a re p leased with provision which will continue A laba ­
m a state ownersh ip and operation of the accommodat ions por­
tion of DeSo to S ta te Park . 

In genera l the idea and purpose of the "p reserve" is good; 
and we a re in favor of it and you may add our n a m e s to the list 
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THE GROUNDHOG STAFF 

E d i t o r E m i l y S m i t h 
C o n t r i b u t i n g E d i t o r s L i n d a B r o w n , 
E l o i s e B r o w n , N o v a D e a n K i l g o r e , B e r n i s e 
C r o w , 

MAPA OFFICERS 
P r e s i d e n t H o m e r C r o w 
A s s t . P r e s i d e n t S h e r m a n G o u g h 
S e c r e t a r y M i c k e y G o u g h 
T r e a s u r e r H a r r e l l J e n k i n s 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n L y n n B a t h u r s t 
M e m b e r - A t - L a r g e R i c h C h a p m a n 

In c a s e of errors in adver t isements, T h e Groun­
dhog a s s u m e s liability only for the actual s p a c e that 
is incorrect in the adver t isement . 

Let ters to the editor a r e we lcome. T h e y should 
be typewritten and of reasonab le length. 

T h e deadl ine for all material for The Groundhog 
i s the last day of the month precedinq publication 
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of supporters. We would a lso like to s e e the followinq added to 
the bill: 

1) Prov is ions for a ci t izen/resident advisory counci l to take 
an act ive part in setting policy for governing the P r e s e r v e . 

2 ) Recognit ion of the fact that Little R ive r w a s recently des ­
ignated by the state of A l a b a m a a s an Outstanding National 
R e s o u r c e Water ( O N R W ) . Th is w a s done in keeping with fed­
eral E P A guidel ines. 

3 ) A statement that nothing in the bill(law) is to be construed 
a s giving permiss ion to modify, change or delete any of the 
regulations governing O N R W rivers. 

4 ) A statement that the National Park Se rv i ce will undertake 
to police and otherwise protect the entire Little R ive r according 
to all of the rules and regulations concern ing its u s e . 

5) a provision stating that mineral or other natural resources 
shal l not be taken by any m e a n s from the P r e s e r v e . 

Thank you very much for this opportunity to make our feel­
ings known. W e hope that you will g ive ser ious considerat ion 
to our suggest ions. 

Very truly yours , 
Bill and S u e S c h w a r z 

and share with others. W e have more to be thankful for than 
we real ized. 

S a r a h L e e Cooper had a happy reunion of relat ives at her 
home .ecently. T h o s e present were : Haze l and Porter J o h n ­
ston from Rossv i l l e , G a . , K a y and David R h e a from Hixson. 
Tenn . , Melv in Smi th from Ider, T h e l m a and C lyde H a w k i n s , 
Martha and Les ter Hawkins from Gera ld ine, Howard Hawkins 
and Mavis Hawk ins from Valley Head , Chr is Cooper, Randa l l 
Hawkins and Shir ley Miller from Chat tanooga. 

G l a d y s Cobble and the J e s s e B. Stott family spent T h a n k s ­
giving with the Micky Cobble family in Chat tanooga. 

G l a d y s Stott had a reunion of about 60 members of her rela­
t ives recently. 

C h r i s and C a r o l ( G r a c i e ) B r o w n and daughter , A m a n d a , 
spent the weekend with Caro l ' s parents, Betty and Coy Butler 
in McDonough, G a . 

Ruth and Bert Pickett had a s Thanksg iv ing guests their son 
J o e and Lill ian Pickett and family, daughter, Patr ic ia and S id 
Spence r and family and Troy C h a m b e r s of Chat tanooga. 

Mark and J a n e gibson and baby son , Matthew B lackburn 
G ibson , from Houston, spent severa l d a y s with their parents, 
Mar tha and Hoot G i b s o n , and g r a n d p a r e n t s , Dot and Bi l l 
B lackburn . L inda Blackburn of Jacksonv i l l e , F l a . , w a s a lso v is­
iting. 

O p a l Ta tum is recove r ing at home after a s tay in B M C -
DeKa lb . 

S u e and Foy l Cooper met their daughters, Peggy Gray and 
Maggie Wi lson and their fami l ies in Chat tanooga for T h a n k s ­
giving dinner. 

V e n n a L iv ings ton spent T h a n k s g i v i n g with her daughter , 
Marilyn Mercer, at New S a l e m , G a . T h e y were joined next day 
by her other daughter, S u e Mosely and her family. 

Emi ly and Barry Brown and son, Robert, and nephew, Car l 
Wright, spent the day with E m i l y ' s s ister, Pau l i ne Wright in 
Chat tanooga. 

E d Ringer spent Thanksg iv ing with his brother, Robert and 
Myrtice Ringer in Mar ianna, F l a . Robert c a m e home with E d to 
keep a doctor 's appointment at U A B . 

Helen and Arno White have returned home after a visit with 
their daughters, K a r e n Smith and Caro l Miller and their fami­
l ies near Bal t imore, Md. 

Mary Lou ise and Ted Hol leman and their son J o h n went to 
Nashvi l le 's Opryland Hotel and they attended the ceremony of 
the Yu le Log lighting. T h e y and E . T . and G l a d o l a Ho l leman 
spent Thanksg iv ing day with Betty and J a m e s A d a m s in G a d s ­
den. 

T h e S u n s h i n e C lub met with Eve l yn Clark Nov. 20 . T h o s e 
present were Ruth Pickett, G l a d y s Stott, Gera ld ine Hawk ins , 
Ve rn i t i ce Y o u n g , B e s s B a u e r l e , S u e C o o p e r , A d d i e H a l l , 
G l a d y s Cobble, L e o n a Chadwick , C a r m e l Gifford, Karen F r e e ­
man and E lo i se Brown. S o m e beautiful Chr i s tmas tree orna­
ments were shown which had been made for the tree at the 

cour thouse in Fort P a y n e . 

T h e l m a J . B r o w n 
1895-1991 

S h e will be remembered a s the widow of Arthur J . Brown, 
and a former res ident of Su lphur Sp r i ngs and Val ley H e a d . 
S h e w a s the step-mother of my husband. S h e died in Cha t ­
tanooga on Thanksg iv ing day. 

A long and beautiful life has ended on earth, 
Leav ing memor ies of true va lue and great worth. 
S h e w a s a lady of character , g race and real beauty, 
Who never neglected an obligation or duty. 
S h e labored for others and str ived for their good, 
In every way that a true Chr is t ian should; 
S h e w a s a leader for R e d C r o s s and W C T U , 
Taught S u n d a y Schoo l and inspired many chi ldren too. 
S h e had an intimate fel lowship with her Sav io r and Lord, 
And delighted to speak of His every promise and word, 
And of the Glory land where s h e w a s praying to go. 
Now her prayer h a s been a n s w e r e d , her a s s u r a n c e to know. 
We have prec ious memor ies of her concern and her love, 
And look forward to a heaven ly reunion in her home above. 

E l o i s e M. B r o w n 

T h e L o o k o u t 
Restaurant 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
CLOUDLAND, GEORGIA 

(404) 862-2515 

ST. JOSEPHS ON-THE-MOUNTAIN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ATOP LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN IN MENTONE. ALABAMA 

•WI KING TO BECOME A FIRST CENTURY CHURCH IN TODAY'S TWENTIETH CSNTURY WCRUO" 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP S E R V I C E . . . .10:30 A.M. 

THE ftBV. TIMOTHY ft. SMITH. ftBCTOR 
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Builders Supply 
Company, Inc. 

>s Concrete Blocks 
Building Materials 

is Roof & Floor Trusses 
Fort Payne 

6 0 0 Godfrey Ave. 
8 4 5 - 1 4 5 1 

S. 
Sylvania 

Highway # 7 5 
6 3 8 - 2 2 4 4 



(Efltmtrn; ilflitrnal 
Country Journal will be back next month with a report of Bernise and 

Homer Crow's trip to London. In the meantime, we hope you will enjoy this 
excerpt from the September 1989 Groundhog. 

T h o s e of us who at tended Moon L a k e Schoo l h a v e been 
talking about having s o m e sort of reunion for the alumni of the 
school . If anyone reading this article is interested, p lease con­
tact me . W e would probably st ipulate y e a r s be tween 1930-
1945. 

W e used to have concer ts at the school to ra ise funds for 
the schoo l . I remember the S w a n e e R iver B o y s , coming from 
At lanta, G a . , in the late 3 0 s . T h e y sang a song cal led "R iver of 
Memor ies." T h e words go something like this: 

"Did you ever go sai l ing down the river of memor ies 
To a little log cab in that 's nest led beneath the sycamore tree 
W h e r e the s u n s h i n e is cher ry and nothing in the world is 

dreary 
Tha t ' s my cabin at the end of my river of memory." 
T h e n during the 4 0 s w e s a n g , " G o n n a take a sent imenta l 

journey, G o n n a set my heart at e a s e , G o n n a take a sent imen­
tal journey, To renew old memor ies . " T h e n in the 6 0 s it w a s 
"Tie a Yel low Ribbon Round the Old O a k T ree . " 

All of us want to go back home aga in , and rekindle precious 
memor ies . T h o m a s Wolfe sa id , "You cannot go home again," 
but in memor ies w e c a n . 

Town Council Notes 
T h e Mentone Town Counc i l decided to purchase insurance 

for the town from the A l a b a m a Municipal Insurance Corpora­
tion at a cost of a lmost $6 ,000 . T h e city will s a v e over $1 ,800 
per year with the new company. 

A l a b a m a Municipal Insurance w a s formed by the A l a b a m a 
L e a g u e of Municipalit ies to meet the insurance needs of towns 

NORTH BAMA 
TRUCK-STOP-

throughout the state. T h e y have 170 members including Ider, 
Bridgeport and, S t e v e n s o n . 

In order to part icipate in the insurance, program, Mentone 
paid a one-t ime capital ization fee based on the population of 
the town. Recen t c e n s u s f igures calculate the town's popula­
tion to be 476 . 

T h e counci l a lso reappointed S teve Noles a s town judge for 
a term of two y e a r s . 

Mayor C a s h reported that the zoning commit tee had met 
with Bob H o u s e from the consult ing firm in B i rmingham. Mr. 
House ' s f irm, House Assoc ia tes , h a s been hired to help with 
the zoning p r o c e s s . T h e cha i rman of the zoning committee is 
J i m Wright. 

"We'l l be holding some open meet ings soon , " Mayor C a s h 
sa id . , 

T h e commit tee is cons ider ing three ca tegor ies of zon ing, 
bus iness , residential and , farm related. 

D iscuss ion about the rock wall on Highway 117 continued at 
this month's meeting. T h e counci l is seek ing an opinion from 
town attorney, Pat Tate, on the city's liability for the wal l and 
highway. 

Mentone Police Chief Johnny Ferguson can be 
reached at 634-4378 in case of an emergency. 

Cherokee Cabin 

MAPA 
CH*ISTMASl 
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o r Prances i ? - 4 ' ° 8 

K e n Pennington's latest art print features the last home of 
the legendary Che rokee woman , G ranny Dollar. T h e barefoot­
e d , p i p e - s m o k i n g c e n t u r i a n is s e a t e d on the s t e p s of the 
ancient log cab in with her faithful dog, Buster. 

G r a n n y Dol lar w a s born Nancy C a l l a h a n , on S a n d Moun­
tain, early in the 1800s to a full-blooded Che rokee father and 
mixed-blood mother. Her father had two w ives and be tween 
them produced a large Che rokee family of twenty-six chi ldren, 
which included three se ts of triplets. 

Her family w a s w i tness to, but e s c a p e d , the tragic "Indian" 
removal on T h e Trai l of T e a r s and continued living for awhi le in 
their beloved A labama . After a fight between her father and a 
white neighbor who had his nose and one ear bitten off, they 
left A l a b a m a and moved to Marthasvi l le (Atlanta) in Georg ia . 

In Georg ia Nancy worked a s a mule skinner, hauling freight 
to s t o r e s within 3 0 mi les d i s t ance . S h e hau led for s e v e r a l 
yea rs untjl being disrupted by the Civ i l W a r and the Batt le of 
At lanta. During the s iege her father w a s killed fighting for the 
C o n f e d e r a c y a n d s h e a l s o lost her f i a n c e , for w h o m s h e 
gr ieved for almost 40 y e a r s . 

E v e n t u a l l y s h e re turned to A l a b a m a , met and mar r ied a 
whi te m a n n a m e d Ne l son Dol lar. T h e y set t led on Lookout 
Mountain above the location of the old Indian communi ty of 
Wil lstown. 

Granny lived to s e e both mothers and all her brothers and 
s is ters p a s s on and time eventual ly took Nelson too, leaving 
her to live the remainder of her life a lone, except for a faithful 
dog n a m e d B u s t e r . W h e n ?hf! I"1'"'I in 1011 ffiMiiny w a s 

UU I I I I yea rs old. 
T h e little log cab in stood in the s h a d o w s of the forest for 

y e a r s , entangled with v ines and thickets of br iars. It served as 
a kind of silent memorial for the ancient Cherokee woman who 
had lived there, one of the last l inks to the Che rokee Nation in 
C reek land. 

"Family Atmosphere, Great Food." 

DISCOUNT 
FOOD MARTS 

'Where Convenience is not expensive." 

Owned by: 

Williamson Oil Co. , Inc. 
1603 Godfrey Ave. South 
P. O. Box 807 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 
(205) 845-1801 

An Economical Way To Clean 
The Air You Breathe 

A Virtually Maintenance-Free Harrell Jenkins 
Filtration System That Takes Dust R t - 1 B o x 2 2 8 

And Other Harmful Particles From Mentone, AL 35984 
The Air You Breathe. 634-4451 Presents 

Cherokee Cabin 
The tost home oj Granny Cottar, the Leg­
endary \ndian woman whose remarkable 
ti/e had been witness to the Trait oj Tears 
and the Civil War. She was believed to be 110 
years otct when she died here in 1931. 
950 S/N Prints ....$50.00 
65 S/N Artists Proofs $75.00 
15 A/fi Printers Proofs Not Issued" 

Pennington Point P r i n t s 

JU. 2, Box 34 A, Rising f a w n , a A 30738 
404/398-1880 
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S T A R T T H E D A Y W I T H A G O O D B R E A K F A S T C o r e y 
Bla lock (left) and L loyd Bellmore enjoy the breakfast pro­
gram at Moon Lake S c h o o l . The program began December 
2 a n d i s o p e n to al l s t u d e n t s , the c o s t i s only $.50 for 
those paying full price for mea ls at s c h o o l . 

Rhododendron 
Garden Club meets 

Original and beautiful holiday decorat ions are e a s y to make , 
G l a d y s Stott told members of the Rhododendron G a r d e n C lub 
at its N o v e m b e r meet ing at the Mentone Uni ted Methodist 
C h u r c h . 

Be rn i se C r o w introduced Mrs. Stott who is from Val ley H e a d 
and a wel l -known speake r in our a rea . Mrs. Stott g a v e instruc­
t ions from making table ar rangements and wreaths for doors. 
Mater ia ls a re ava i lab le locally and many books g ive further 
instruction and ideas for decorat ions. 

The G a r d e n Club pu rchased dwarf nand inas and holl ies to 
complete the planting along the s idewalk between the Hitching 
Pos t and the Kountry Chef . A n n ^ a j k w , cha i rman of the spe­
cia l projects committee a s k e g j e r volunteers to help plant the 
shrubs on November 1 4 - - ^ 

P r e s i d e n t H q o ^ > * r a ! k e r p r e s i d e d at the m e e t i n g , L i n d a 
B r o w n , Hc00*™ker and A n n Wright w e r e the h o s t e s s e s . 

irtj (rfiiB"mbers were present and one visitor, Marion Lamkin 
Tampa, F L , introduced by Hope Walker. 

T h e next meeting in December 10 at 12 noon. It is the annu­
al covered dish Chr i s tmas luncheon at the Mentone Town Hal l . 

© t t r ftmtttt 
B y L i n d a B r o w n 

What makes e a c h of us the way we a r e ? What s h a p e s our 
personal i t ies and molds our charac te r? I bel ieve that much of 
it is determined by the people w e assoc ia te with. 

Some t imes we are inf luenced by a person we don't want to 
be l ike. H o w m a n y peop le don't dr ink a lcoho l ic b e v e r a g e s 
b e c a u s e of an alcohol ic parent? W e all know persons who are 
a l w a y s down on everything and everyone. W e try not to be like 
them. 

T h i s is al l on my mind b e c a u s e of the ques t ion C h a r l e s 
M c G e h e e a s k e d in a recent newspaper article. He a s k e d how 
he b e c a m e a liberal thinker with his rather conservat ive back­
ground. I, too, h a v e a tendency to lean to the l iberal s ide. I 
a lways try to s e e both s ides of an i ssue . Mentone is faced with 
many dec is ions at this t ime. 

W e are changing and we must decide the best direction to 
go. T h e c h a n g e s are subtle. W e now have cab le T V - change . 
W e could have a National Recreat ion A r e a in our back door -
change (big t ime). T h e idea of our own library h a s been plant­
ed - change . A town planning commiss ion h a s been appoint­
ed - change . Peop le from p laces far and near a re moving to 
the mountain - change . 

W h e n you face change remember to look at both s ides and 
weigh the i s s u e s careful ly. Study the effects the change will 
make on our l ives and decide the best course to take. T h e n 
take a standi 

T h i s is my favorite t ime of the year. Peop le are busy. Peop le 
are happy. E v e r y o n e is thinking of someone other than them­
s e l v e s . T h i s is the s e a s o n of p e a c e . P e a c e of mind is possib le 
even if peace on earth is not. My w ish for everyone is that you 
may h a v e p e a c e . 

(Emttrtrg I (taking 
By Nova Dean K i l g o r e 1 ~ 

A P P L E M U F F I N S 
1Vz c u p s flour 
1 % teaspoons baking powder 
Va c u p shor tening 
Vz c u p grated raw apple 
Vz c u p melted O leo 
1 teaspoon c innamon 
Vz teaspoon sal t *"' ' "' ' »"-• m i . » 
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 
1/2 c u p suga r 
1 egg , beaten 
VA c u p milk 

Sift together flour, baking powder, sal t , nutmeg, sugar 
and c innamon. Cu t in shor ten ing. Mix together egg , milk 
and app les . Add al l at once to the dry ingredients. Mix 
quickly but thoroughly. Fill g reased muffin t ins 2h full. B a k e 
at 3 5 0 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes. Y i e l d : 1 dozen . 

Happenings 
B y E m i l y S m i t h 

Ethel Manifold surpr ised her step mother Eve l yn Ba in with a 
birthday party Sa tu rday , November 16. 3 9 people at tended 
from a s far a w a y a s Ch icago , Illinois. 

L inda and G r e g Frith start the hol idays off with a party for 
their Mentone, G a d s d e n and Cen t re f r iends at the Hanging 
Cottage in Mentone. With Tony G o g g a n s providing the mus ic 
and entertainment and great food from Dorothy Crow, every­
one had a great t ime. Many of the Fri th's non-Mentone fr iends 
v is i ted our town for the first t ime. Now that they know their 
way, we hope they'l l come back again and aga in . 

Mentone Pol ice Chief Johnny Ferguson can be reached at 
634-4378 in c a s e of an emergency. He c a n a lso be cal led at 
the City Hal l , 634-4444 . 

Curt is O 'Dan ie l , our county agent, reports that agriculture 
provides J o b s for 21 million people in the U . S . Two million of 
those people are fa rmers , thirteen million are in manufacturing 
and distribution and , six million are involved in who lesa le and 
retail s a l e s of agricultural goods and se rv i ces . 

He s a y s , "If t hese people could not feed and keep the rest of 
the population in c lothes, lots of folks would have to quit their 
J o b s and move back to the fa rm. Lots of my f r iends would 
hate to do that! T h e y are s e c o n d and third generat ion folks 
away from the farm and they like their town J o b s . Tha t ' s a s it 
should be! 

"It's a pretty good ar rangement ! To make things better, al l 
we need to do is be more apprec ia t ive of one another and 
respect the cho i ces e a c h h a s made for his or her l ivelihood," 
he s a y s . 

Ralph & Taylor 
REALTORS® 

400 Grand Avenue, South, P. O. Box 68, 
Fort Payne, AL 36967 

SUSAN COLLINS 
OFF: 205/845-5700 

SALES ASSOCIATE R E S . 205/634-4695 

A P P L E S T R E U S E L MUFF INS 
2 c u p s flour 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
Vz teaspoon sal t 
2 large beaten eggs 
VA cup butter melted 
1 cup suga r 
1 VA t easpoons c innamon 
Vz teaspoon s o d a 
1 cup dairy sour c r e a m 
1 cup unpee led , chopped app les 
St reuse l Topping: 
1A cup suga r 
VA teaspoon c innamon 
3 tab lespoons flour 
2 tab lespoons butter 

In large bowl stir together flour, sugar , baking powder, 
c i nnamon , sa l t and s o d a , se t as ide . In sma l l bowl beat 
eggs , sour c r e a m and butter. Add al l at once to dry ingre­
dients a long with the app les . St i r jus t until mois tened. Fi l l 
wel l g reased muffin t ins % c u p full. Comb ine topping in­
gredients , spr ink le on top. B a k e at 4 0 0 deg rees for 20 to 
25 minutes. Y i e l d : 18 muff ins. 

The White Elephant Galleries 
.Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafts 
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KOUNTRY CHER 
Sunday Lunch 

Friday Night Special - Catfish 
Saturday Special - Fried Chicken 

Served Family Style 
Monday, Wednesday , Friday, - 1 1 a.m.-9 p.m. 

S u n d a y - 1 1 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Hwy. 117 - Downtown Mentone 634-4232 J 

BROWN'S 
CLEANING & LAUNDRY 

817 Gault Ave. N. 
Fort Payne 
845-3241 

Professional Results, Friendly Service 
We Can Handle All Your Washday Woes 

R o c k y H i l l 
D a i r y S t o r e 
• Cheese 
• Ice Cream 
• Milk 
• Cream 
• Butter 

Beef: 
• T-Bones 
• Ribeyes 
• floasfs 

> Sirloin 
• Ground Beef 
• Cube Steak 

(205) 845-1605 
Located One Mile South of DeSoto State Park 

OPEN 1-5. P.M. — 7 DAYS A WEEK 

NUTRITION AEROBICS ~7 
FITNESS WEIGHT CONTROL \ 

K)RTUWaEliFE 
TAKE CHARGE PROGRAM 

P f e t g l j t ^ M a n a g e m e n t C e n t e r 

EDNA BRILL, MHT 
218 Gault Avenue South 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 
( 2 0 5 ; 845-3737 iHIDEA 

Terri'sTime Saver 
DeSoto Parkway at Fisher 

Crossroads 
Visit Our Deli for: 

H o m e m a d e B iscu i t s Corn Dogs 
Fr ied C h i c k e n Deli S a n d w i c h e s 
P i z z a Hamburgers 

B a r b e c u e Made F r e s h Dai ly 
Open 7 D a y s a Week Until 9 p.m. 

New Toll-Free Number 
1-800-800-6973 
David G. Brouwer 
201 Grand Ave. N. 

Ft. Payne I <" Bonds 
845-4560 ^ Stocks 

Mutual Funds 
Gold-Silver 

H Edward D. Jones & Co. 
M«mb«r New York Slock E*chanoe, Inc. and Securities Investor Protection Corporation 



Continued from page 1 
I submit to you, that un less we instill in our own hearts and 

the hear ts of our chi ldren the wonder and glory of Chr is t 's con­
ception and birth, we will never know the depth of Chr ist 's life 
and sacr i f ice. 

The Brock Family's Christmas 
With the hustle and bustle of busy family schedu les , Chr ist ­

m a s g ives the family of Yvonne and Don Brock a chance to be 
together and enjoy one another. 

"Our gir ls, Conn ie and D o n n a a re 19 and 16. With Don 's 
work and the church now a d a y s it's rare that w e spend time 
together," Yvonne exp la ined. 

T h e B r o c k ' s beg in decora t ing their h o u s e for C h r i s t m a s 
ea r l y in D e c e m b e r wi th c a n d i e s , s w a g s of g r e e n e r y ar id 
ar rangements . An artificial t ree in the dining room is hung with 
handmade ornaments they found left behind when they moved 
into the house which had belonged to Mary W e g a n . T h e orna­
ments remind them of the former owner of their home. 

In the living room, a live tree will s tand and decorated with 
ornaments the B rock ' s girls have made throughout the y e a r s . 

" I 've kept everything the girl 's made, " Yvonne sa id . 
O n Chr i s tmas morning, the family gathers for hot chocolate 

in their own Ch r i s tmas c u p s . T h e y read the Ch r i s tmas story 
while they s ip their hot chocolate and then open gifts. 

"Connie and D o n n a still look forward to that t ime," Yvonne 
s a i d . "It is ve ry important to us to k e e p wha t C h r i s t m a s is 
about. 

T h e stock ings on the mantle a re the ones that Yvonne made 
for the family when the chi ldren we re smal l . 

After a morning together, the family goes to visit grandmoth­
ers Deli lah Coots and Ruby Brock, both living in Mentone. 

Yvonne cooks a traditional Chr i s tmas dinner with turkey and 
all the tr immings for the family. 

"I usual ly s tay up late Ch r i s tmas E v e wrapping gifts. I like to 
surpr ise the girls on Chr i s tmas morning when they come down 
to a tree with all the presents underneath," Yvonne sa id . 

T h e y a l so par t ic ipate in c h u r c h act iv i t ies . E a c h year , the 
Mentone Chu rch of G o d of Prophecy where Don is pastor, h a s 
a Chr i s tmas program that involves both the young people and 
the older members of the congregat ion. 

O n e of the B rock ' s most memorable Ch r i s tmases w a s when 
they Hved n Pottstown, Pennsy l van ia . 

"It snowed and the snow w a s so deep and beautiful. W e had 
just never s e e n a snow like that for Chr i s tmas before. Don 's 

C H R I S T M A S TRADIT IONS C O N T I N U E WITH D A L L Y N E AND JIMMY J O N E S ' G R A N D C H I L D R E N : S h o w n c l o c k w i s e from 
bottom left: Andrea Smith , Drew J a c k s o n , Tom Harris, Aaron Carr , C a r a h J a c k s o n , Mary Beth Harris, A d a m Carr Dal las 
Manning and Ashton J o n e s . 

parents and my mom had dr iven up to spend Chr is tmas with 
us . W e we re all so homes ick and it w a s so enjoyable to be 
with them that year," Yvonne remembered. 

Th i s will be the last Chr i s tmas for the B rocks to be together 
a s a family of four, in February , their oldest daughter Conn ie 
will be marr ied. That will add one more to their celebrat ion. 

A favori te C h r i s t m a s treat at the Brock house a re peanut 
butter cook ies , decorated with M & M's. 

erry Christmas! 

Y v o n n e ' s Peanut Butter C o o k i e s 
1/2 c . butter 
1/2 c . peanut butter 
1/2 c. sugar 
1/2 c. granulated sugar 
1 egg 
1 tsp. vani l la 
1 c . flour 
1 bag M&M's 
C r e a m butter and peanut butter. Gradual ly add Brown sugar 

and granulated sugar. Add egg and vani l la. Gradual ly fold in 
flour. Drop in smal l bal ls on ungreased cookie sheet B a k e 8 
mm. at 3 5 0 degrees . M ^ h M 9 H V i . . a n d b a R e 

" 3 Ul 4 III mutes more. 

Is your hearing 
plant in order y 

Valley Air Conditioning 
And Appliance Service 
REPAIRS AND'SERVICE 

T o all b rands of K i tchen and Laundry app l iances , 
heaters and air conditioners. Plumbing, general han-

, d x m ^ n ^ l ^ r e e m a n ^ 6 3 5 - 6 T 2 9 ^ 

VALLEY 
HEAD 

R D WAR E 
~ - M I 

6 3 5 - 6 1 5 1 

KEEP UP WITH MENTONE EVENTS 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE GROUNDHOG 

Send us this handy form along with a check 
for $"H3 to cover your dues to the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association. MAPA publishes the 
Groundhog and sponsors many Mentone 
events and activities. Just call (205) 
634-4731 or send your check to: MAPA, P. O. 
Box 50, Mentone, AL 35984. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP. 

TELEPHONE _ 

B R U C E ' S 
F O O D L A N D 

Enjoy a Bumper Crop of Quality 
And Value — Shop at Bruce's 

Owner Shan Bruce 
2 0 0 0 Gault Ave. North 

Ft. Payne 

AJN 

Enjoy a fine dining experience on 
the brow of Lookout Mountain. 
You'll love the sunsets and good 
food at Cragsmere. 

Friday-Saturday 5-9 p.m. 

DeSoto Parkway — Mentone 

For reservations call Bonnie 
at 205/845-2209 
or 205/634-4677 

iWcodtjaycp 

Historic Valley Head Horne 
Enjoy the comfort and hospitality of a historic turn-of-the-
century home in a park-like setting. Large sitting/bedrooms, 
each with its own fireplace. Route 2, Box 10A, Lowry Road,' 
Vallev Head, Ala. 35989. 

Judith and Kaare Lollik Andersen, Hosts 

(205) 635-6438 
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P R A C T I C I N G F O R T H E C H R I S T M A S C O N C E R T : S o m e of the m e m b e r s of the community c h o r u s are: (front, from left) 
Roberta Kirby, L o u i s e Hammonds , Prisci l la Gregory and, Patricia Huiet; (back, from left) director, DeVann J a c k s o n , L.A. 
Smith a n d , David Tucker. 

A Time for Thanks Giving 
By T h e Rev. O s c a r H u s s e l 

Dr. Hussel retired as faculty dean of Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta last year. He lives in Mentone and 
attends St Joseph's On-the-Mountain Episcopal Church 
where he is a member of the vestry and assists in Sunday 
worship services. 

T h e wea the r this autumn h a s been uncerta in. A l ready w e 
have had a week of J a n u a r y winter and some spring-l ike days . 
But, what is everlast ingly certain about autumn is that it is an 
especia l ly appropriate t ime for thanks giving. 

For some thanks giving is most c losely connected with the 
in ga the r i ng of c r o p s a n d the fa t ten ing of a n i m a l s . Many 
nations worldwide have a spec ia l d a y fo r that k ind of thanks 
giving, usual ly accompan j^d 'by a great feast . 

For others, t h e n j » « f a p p r o p r i a t e thanks giving is to people 
who h a v e o ^ f t J e d suppor t and joy in our l i ves . O u r U . S . 
Than j j *#*1ng Day is a family affair a s is a spec ia l thanks day 

5rea. A lso, it is traditional, a s we approach the end of the 

Church Calendar 
Moon L a k e Baptist Chu rch , S u n d a y December 15 , 5 p.m. 

Communi ty Chr i s tmas Chorus . 
Val ley Head Baptist Chu rch , Sunday , December 15, 7 p.m. 

Communi ty Ch r i s tmas Chorus . 
Sunday , D e c e m b e r 2 2 , Moon L a k e Baptist Chu rch Choir 

will present Ch r i s tmas music . 
Tuesday , December 24 , Moon Lake Baptist Chu rch Chr ist ­

m a s E v e S e r v i c e , 7 p.m. 
T u e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 24, S t . J o s e p h ' s E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , 

traditional Ch r i s tmas E v e candlelight se rv ice , 7 p.m. 

lift, 

(Merry Christinas and QodHUss you.! 

''Merry Christmas To Our 
Mentone Friends 

4 R)t S'evs 
ATOP L O O K O U T MOUNTAIN 

Route 1 — Box 216 
MENTONE. ALABAMA 3598* 

year , to wr i te thank-you let ters to p e r s o n s important in our 
l ives. 

Yet , others want to e x p r e s s their thanks for our national her­
itage, for the sacr i f i ces of our ances tors and of the many ment 
and w o m e n w h o died for us in war. November 11 w a s one 
such day. 

For still o thers thanks giving comb ines the first two ideas 
above and is gathered into the Chr i s tmas s e a s o n with its gifts 
of appreciat ion and its part ies to celebrate - f r iendships. 

All of t hese k inds of thanks giving are appropriate, but there 
is one further kind that is more important than all of these , our 
thanks to G o d to whom w e o w e the b less ing of harves t , of 
family, of a .and of liberty and just ice. O n e of the highest qual i­
t ies of humankind is to be thankful, a s in express ions of love, 
car ing a c t s and g e n e r o u s gif ts. T h a t is the mean ing of the 
Chr i s tmas s e a s o n . 

For many in the Mentone a r e a this highest form of thanks 
giving will be b e c a u s e of the precious gift of G o d has given us 
in J e s u s Christ , who c a m e to show us the depth and height of 
God ' s love and to enab le us to live a full and joyful life. S o w e 
celebrate his birth e v e n a s the deadly winter s e a s o n begins. 

May our autumn thanks giving include a grand feast , ca l ls 
and letters of apprec iat ion, thoughtful gifts g iven in joy and , 
especial ly, thanks to G o d at the spec ia l se rv i ces offered in our 
churches . "G ive thanks with a g r a t e M rwart." 

It's Time to Wish the 
Season's Cheer to the Folks 

We Cherish Through the Year 

.a.d.d.I.e r.o.c.ki 
camp for girls 

c a m p l a n e y 
M, for boys 

Wishes You a 

Merry Christmas 

Christmas Chorus 
plans two concerts 

T h e C o m m u n i t y C h r i s t m a s C h o r u s wi l l p r e s e n t " C o m e 
Home For Chr i s tmas" on December 15 in two per formances. 
T h e first will be at Moon L a k e Baptist Church at 5 p.m. and 
Valley Head Baptist Church will be the site for the second per­
formance at 7 p.m. 

T h e C h o r u s is made up of 20 people from Mentone and Val­
ley Head who prepare year ly for a concert of Chr i s tmas music. 
They are directed by Devann J a c k s o n who also s ings a tenor 
solo. 

" C o m e Home F o r C h r i s t m a s " wri t ten by D a v e C l a r k and 
R u s s e l l Mauldin includes the songs "The Cal l of Home," Make 
My Hear t R e a d y for C h r i s t m a s , " " B e t h e l e h e m , " "Ange ls We 
H a v e Heard on High," " H e a v e n O n The :H i l l s i de " and , "Wel­
come Home. " 

Members of the C h o r u s a re : ( sop ranos ) Chr is t ine Brooks. 
S a d i e Cooper, B a r b a r a Gifford, Pr isc i l la Gregory, Lou ise Ham­
m o n d s , A m y H o l l e m a n , P a t r i c i a Hulet,, R o b e r t a K i rby and 
Martha Stan ley ; (al tos) J a n e t Cooper, T e r e s a Cooper, Bern ise 
Crow, J e a n J o n e s and , J a n e Meadows ; (tenors) Chr is Cooper, 
DeVann J a c k s o n , L .A. Smith and , Dav id Tucker ; and , (bass) 
J o h n J o n e s and Geo rge Walker. 

Missions Month 
at Moon Lake Baptist 

Moon L a k e Baptist Chu rch is observ ing Miss ions Month dur­
ing December . The i r goal is to ra ise $1 ,000 for foreign mis­
s ions , according to Pas to r Curt is Br idges. 

"Las t yea r we ra ised $1 ,300 for foreign miss ions. W e hope 
to go over our goal this year , too," Pas to r Br idges sa id . 

Sunday , D e c e m b e r 8, Dr. Dav id J o h n s o n , a miss ionary in 
J a p a n will s p e a k to the congregat ion. Dr. Pat Hart, a mission­
a ry f ie ld nutr i t ion is t in V e n e z u e l a w i l l s p e a k o n S u n d a y . 
December 15. 

STock Up ON Supplies 

Ci.oudi.ANd 
TuAdE CENTER 

ONE STOP ShoppiNq 
Hours: Mon.- Thurs. 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

Fri.- Sat. 7 a.m.- Midnight 
Sun. 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

(404) 862-2711 

NEW TOLL-FREE NUMBER 
1-800-548-5013 

• Sub Sandwiches 
• Pizza 
• Plate Lunch Specials Daily 
• Fresh Bar-B-Que and Ice Cold 

Beverages 
• Deli Meats and Cheeses 
• Groceries 
• Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
• Well Pumps 
• Water Filter Systems 
• Kerosene 
• Propane Bottles Filled 
• Videos 
• Building Hardware 
• Tools 
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Doctor, my back 
is killing me! 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year 
from your friends at 

Citizens Bank of Valley Head 

F r o n t r o w , f r o m le f t : M a r i l y n H a l e , B e t a I v e y , D e b b i e P a d g e t t ; b a c k r o w : A b b y 
G r o g a n , S i s s y C r i de r a n d , S h e r r y B l a n s i t . 

WHY LIVE WITH PAIN? 
Let's correct the cause! 

Low back pain and other back pains can be due to injuries to the musculo-
skeleto system: that is the muscles, the tendons, the ligaments, discs of the 
spine, neck and hip, or pinched nerves. The pain can be caused by infections 
of various structures of the body. Pain may also be referred pain from struc­
tures far from the area of complaint. The back may hurt occasionally or con : 

stantly; usually there will be muscle spasms. The pain may oej localized in the 
center of the low back, radiate around the belt line, or spread into the groin. 

Many times the pain will start in the low back and go into the buttock or legs, 
the only solution is to get to the cause of the problem, nut just cover up the 

pain with medication. The Elrod-
Clinic is a local clinic that special­
i zes in locat ing the c a u s e and 
treating back pain with new non­
surgical , non-drug itechniques. If 
you or anyone you know suffers 
from back pain ca l l T h e E l r o d 
Clinic of Chiropractic. 

You deserve to feel good! 
For help call... 
(205) 845-0047 
Located in the English 
Village Shopping Center 

Fort Payne, Alabama 

Dr. H. Edward Elrod 
B C B S and most other insurances accepted! 
1000-E Gault Avenue South 

T H I S C O U N T R Y C A S T L E C A N B E 
Y O U R S — For over 100 yea rs , this historic 
building h a s been the center of Mentone. 
F i l led with history and c h a r m , it is wait ing 
for you. $ 2 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 

T W O - S T O R Y HOME - G rea t location on 
winding country road within two mi les of 
Mentone, this 4 bedroom, 2 bath home h a s 
a f i replace and centra l exposed s ta i r case 
on l 1 /2 a c r e s . Only $ 4 2 , 5 0 0 . 

UNIQUE AND O N E O F A KIND — T h e s e 
are the best words to descr ibe this wonder­
ful large home with its rambl ing porches 
and interior ca thedra l ce i l ings. T h i s f ive 
bedroom home with wood f loors, 3 baths 
and mountain stone barbecue pit in the kit­
c h e n is newly const ructed with ant ique 
c h a r m . $ 1 1 9 , 0 0 0 . 

A C R E A G E AND L O T S 
T H E P E R F E C T P L A C E — Tha t log cabin you ' ve 
a l w a y s wanted is jus t wait ing to be built on these 
beaut i fu l wooded building s i t es . With a c c e s s to Lit­
tle R i ve r , city water and only a mi le from DeSoto 
P a r k , truly the Per fec t P l a c e . P r i c e s $9 ,500 to 
$ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 

E N J O Y N A T U R E F R O M Y O U R S C R E E N E D P O R C H - T h i s perfect ret irement home 
h a s 2 bedrooms and is located on Dogwood A v e n u e in a sec luded wooded a r e a with 
no grass to mow s i n c e it is sur rounded by natural woods. If you have a g reen thumb, 
this home has a sma l l g reenhouse . $ 6 8 , 9 0 0 . 

65 A C R E S — O w n e r f inancing. Outstanding wood­
ed acreage, $35 ,000 . 
2 0 A C R E S — Vt mi le of Litt le River frontage a n d 
from the building si te you can s e e it all. Owner f inan­
c ing $60 ,000 . 
85 A C R E S ON L I T T L E RIVER — With VA mile along 
the R i ve r . Th i s is an outstanding p iece of property, 
$ 9 5 , 0 0 0 . 

SHARON BARRON 
Owner/Broker 

(205) 634-4767 Office 
586-6404 Home 

CLAUD BURKE 
Sales Associate 

205-586-4152 

SHALA MURRAY 
Sales Associate 

205-878-7611 

Box 1-2-3, Mentone, AL 35984 

HOW TO CHOOSE A VCR WITH YOUR EYES CLOSED 

A s k t o H e a r a 

V H S H i - F i V C R . 
When it comes to buying a 

.VCR, the most important 
difference may be the one you 
can't see. 

Zenith Hi-Fi VCRs deliver 
rich, fine-quality stereo sound 
with a dynamic range that 
approaches compact disc 
quality. Matched with a Zenith 
stereo television, the hi-fi VCR 
takes the home movie exper­

ience to new heights. 
You'll find all Zenith VCRs 

easy to program too, with a 
new on-screen menu featuring 
"Plain English" questions like 
"What time does program 
start?" 

Ask to see-and hear-the 
Zenith Hi-Fi VCR of your 
choice today. 

GARY'S 
TV & Appliance 

605 Gault Ave. 
Fort Payne 

845-1505/1961 

N. 
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Mentone Marketplace 
PLACES TO SHOP 
THE CROW'S NEST ANTIQUES 

Glassware, Collectables and Furniture 
(205) 634-4548 

VILLAGE BOUTIQUE AND COUNTRY CORNER 
Pottery, Art to Wear, Handwoven Originals, Quilts, 
Needlework, Original Works of Art, Handmade 
Table Linen. 

Open: By Appointment 
Call: (205) 657-4717 Or (205) 228-6246 

PINK POURRI 
Original Apparel, Fancy & Frills By Jan 

The Above Are Open: 
Weekdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Closed On Monday and Thursday 

THE POTTER'S HOUSE 
Pottery Handmade On Site, Specialty Mugs, Din-
nerware, Sculpture, Porcelain and Indian Pottery. 

Special Orders On Request! 
Open: Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

(205) 634-4776 
GOURDIE SHOP 

Each Gourdie Is Handmade and Signed Original! 
Open: Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

(205) 634-4776 
LOG CABIN GALLERY 

Paintings of Local Scenes in Oil! 

THE WHITE ELEPHANT GALLERIES 
Antiques, Gifts, Arts & Crafts 

Open: Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sun. 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 

(205) 634-4529 
TREASURE CHEST 

Gifts, Balloons, Quilts & Wedding Supplies 
Open: Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

(205) 634-4356 
WEAVER'S 

Handcrafted Gift Items, Doll Houses, Miniatures, 
Handmade Country Furniture. 

Open: Thurs.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

PLACES TO EAT 
LOG CABIN DELI RESTAURANT 

The Friendliest Restaurant On the Mountain! 
Open: Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Phone (205) 634-4560 
KOUNTRY CHEF 

Evenings — Fried Catfish and Fried Chicken 
Sunday Dinner Specials, Homestyle Lunches, 
Short Orders. 

Open: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sun. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Phone (205) 634-4232 
CRAGSMERE MANNA 

Enjoy Fine Dining Experience On the Brow of 
Lookout Mtn. You'll Love the Sunsets and Good 
Food! 

Open: Fri. & Sat. 5 p.m.-9 p.m. 
For Reservations: (205) 634-4677 

Or (205) 845-2209 
OLDE PIONEER CHRISTMAS SHOPPE 

Dried Flowers, Finished Baskets and Wreaths, 
Handmade Ceramic Dolls and Christmas Gifts 
and Decorations. 

Open: Tues., Fri.-Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(205) 634-4185 (Special Orders) 

COUNTRY STORE 
Antique Glassware, Handmade Rugs and 
Baskets, and Antique Items. 

Open: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
REBECCA'S 

Collectables and Delectables, Original Paintings, 
Limited Edition Prints, Personalized Gifts and 
Decorative Items. 

Local Jellies, Relishes and Candy! 
Open Weekdays 

RUBY'S 
Open 5 a.m.-8 p.m. 7 Days 

(205) 634-4701 
MENTONE SUPERETTE 

Open: 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/o M.A.P.A. 
P. O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 
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