
GROUNDHOG 
V O L . i - N O . 1 1 — F E B R U A R Y 1984 A Publication of the Mentone Area Preservation Association 

G r a n n y D o l l a r : T h e L e g e n d T h a t L i v e s 
In the story of Granny Dollar one must strive to 

separate fact from fiction and she is the stuff of 
which legends are made. 

There is sufficient fact, however, to give her a 
prominent place in the history of Mentone. Her 
story possesses elements of the sharply real and 
the ghostly vaporous. The century-plus of her life 
saw her touched by the Trail of Tears of her belov­
ed Cherokees; in the Civil War she lost a husband 
and a lover in the Battle of Atlanta; her time at 
Mentone encompassed World War I and the 
anguish of the Depression. 

Granny is remembered by some Mentone 
citizens, but they give various shadings to their 
remembrances. Her age is estimated somewhere 
between 103 and 110. She, along with her hus­
band, is buried at Little River Cemetery. 
, Her father was a six and a half foot Cherokee, 

275 pounds, of quick temper, and a skilled hunter. 
His first wife was a mixture of Cherokee, Creek, 
and Scotch-Irish. After several children were born, 
including Nancy Emmaline (the future Granny 
Dollar), William Callahan disappeared on long 
hunting trips for bears in the Carolina mountains. 

During one of these excursions, he took unto 
himself another wife, a practice sanctioned by the 
Cherokee under certain circumstances. After in­
forming his first wife of this event, and after con­
siderable brooding, he returned to the Carolina 
mountains and remained for three years. 

Late one afternoon he returned, leading a 
woman, a small boy, and two other children. The 
wives and children were introduced, welcomed in­
to the circle, and joined in a supper of roasted 
venison and potatoes. 

Twenty-six children were born to this union. It 
was said to be a practice of the husband to go to 
bed with one wife and change partners in the mid­
dle of the night. The two wives shared equally the 
housework, care of the children, and attention of 
the husband. 

Nancy inherited her father's stature, rugged 
features, and tremendous lung power. Even when 
quite old she could let out a war whoop that could 
be heard for miles. Her speaking voice was deep 
as a man's; in later years she had a sprinkling of 
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P r o b a t e J u d g e T h o m a s 
M A P A Speaker F e b . 8 

Paul Thomas, Judge of Probate of DeKalb County, 
will be featured speaker at the February meeting of 
The Mentone Area Preservation Association on Tues­
day evening, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. at Brownie's at 
the Hitching Post. 

MAPA's director Homer Crow invites all Mentone 
citizens to be present to hear the remarks of Judge 
Thomas, who is serving his second term having been 
unopposed for re-election in 1982. 

Judge Thomas will speak on the role of his office, 
especially in matters of historical preservation of 
public and private documents. He is expected to give 
information to Mentone citizens on the need for sur­
vivorship deeds and wills. If possible he will bring 
copies of some of the earliest deeds involving Men-
tone on file in the probate office, some dating back to 
1836. 

Born on June 23, 1944, Paul Thomas attended 
Powell Jr. High, Fyffe High School, and Northeast 
State Junior College. He and his wife, the former Pat 
Lipham, have two children: Paula, 17, and Angie, 14. 
Before being elected Probate Judge he had served 
one term on the Sylvania Town Council. 

Refreshments following the meeting will be serv­
ed by Marty Griffin and Donna Bukley. 

J a n . 1 4 R e g i s t r a t i o n 
B r i n g s 2 1 N e w V o t e r s 

Interest in the upcoming August election in which 
all local officials' tenures expire was evidenced when 
21 citizens took advantage of a voter registration at 
the Fire Hall on January 14th. 

These new registrations may also indicate a 
heightened interest in the Presidential election in 
November. 

T o w n C o u n c i l D i s c u s s e s 
W i n t e r P r o b l e m s 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Mentone 
town council on Monday, January 9, Mayor Rob Ham­
mond vowed to pursue every possible avenue in order 
to avoid future shortage of water for residents. Prin­
cipal business conducted concerned repair of secon­
dary town roads and of the police car. 

Council member Jimmy Wright was absent 
because of his working, but other members voted 
unanimously to put chert on the road leading to San-
ford and Nita Hartline's home and on the road 
alongside Bobby and Linda Brown's. 

The councilmen also voted unanimously to 
replace the transmission and engine in the police car 
and to renew automobile insurance. Policeman Col­
quitt Jones will attend the Police Academy at 
Jacksonville State from January 23 to March 9. 
Because of his being town policeman, Mr. Jones is 
no longer eligible to serve on the board of fire depart­
ment. Herschel Pruitt was unanimously elected to fill 
this vacancy. 

Town attorney Pat Tate is working on the grant ap­
plication for the new shelter at brow park and on the 
dance ordinance. Council members decided it is 
public policy not to have flea markets on town park 
property. 

In a statement to the people of Mentone concern­
ing the recent water crisis, Mayor Rob Hammond 
considers such alternatives as a new plant, connec-
;ion with Valley Head, and gives background on the 
dilemma: 

Many questions have been raised since the water 
shortage during the freeze following Christmas. 

The Town of Mentone has a 20 year water pur­
chase contract with the Fort Payne Water Board. 
Basically the contract states that the seller will fur­
nish the purchaser 3,000,000 gallons per month 
unless a larger amount is agreed upon. The contract 
expires in 1998. 

The water from Fort Payne is pumped up the 
mountain to a tank near WFPA. The water is then 
pumped to the tank at the Comer Scout Reservation. 
From there it is pumped to the "point of delivery," our 
pumps at Tutwiler Gap. During the shortage we were 
asked to quit pumping because the tanks that supply 
us were at dangerously low levels (2 feet). 

The contract does state that for main line breaks, 
fighting fire, earthquakes, the seller (Fort Payne) is 
excused from delivering the water. The contract will 
be at town hall if any citizen wishes to read it. 

We plan on meeting with Fort Payne officials to 
discuss the future of the water supply. In the mean­
time we need to discuss the feasibility of other op­
tions 1) building our own surface water treatment 

plant or 2) discussing with Valley Head the 
possibility of connecting with them. Both would cost 
a tremendous amount o f money and we would need a 
grant to accomplish either. We will also check with 
state officials to see if our present CBDG grant may 
be amended so we might use the money toward 
securing an additional water supply. 

The solution to our water supply problem will not 
be immediate. However, the council will be actively 
working on this problem until all options have been 
explored. 

TO OUR SUMMERTIME RESIDENTS: in winter 
have your plumbing drained and have your water cut 
off at the meter when you are not here. (Even if you're 
planning on returning shortly.) To our residents: try to 
get all trouble spots (where pipes freeze) taken care 
of before next winter. Leave cabinets around pipes 
open during cold weather. If we are not experiencing 
a water shortage, leave water dripping. If you have a 
bursted pipe, cut the water off at the meter or have us 
do it. If you have a problem with your water, call the 
Town Hall from 8:00 to 11:00 AM weekdays; after 
11:00 AM call Leroy Snider at 634-4257. The town 
wants everyone to have adequate water. We will work 
hard to keep water supplied to you. Remember, many 
of our lines are old and breaks do occur. The system 
is not perfect. However, if you call us, keep in mind 
that officials and employees are citizens just like 
you. 

C l o u d m o n t S k i R e s o r t B r e a k s R e c o r d ; 
A t t a i n s A m a z i n g M e d i a R e c o g n i t i o n 

This is the season Mentone's Cloudmont Ski 
Resort has come into its own. All of its.records are 
being broken and the future bodes increasing suc­
cess. 

Since the opening on December 26th, over 4,500 
paid skiers and 8,000 onlookers have come to the 
Cloudmont slopes. 

Because this is the southernmost ski resort in the 
nation, a barrage of media attention from regional 
television, the press, and nationally circulated 
magazines have been a contributing factor. 

Another point of Mentone interest is that this in­
flux of out-of-town visitors brings added volume to 
the local economy. No longer can it be said that Men-
tone closed down when the camps closed in the fall. 
There is more year-round employment for local 
workers. 

A most important reason for the success of the 
Cloudmont Ski Resort is its unique family orienta­
tion, a closely knitted organizational structure which 
seems to be producing results. 

The Jones family has lived in Mentone since the 
'40's. The idea of a ski resort was originated by Jack 
Jones, Jr. It was he who developed the Cloudmont 
Golf Course. He was most interested in a year-round 
resort. After much research, study, and planning, the 
first phase of the ski run was opened in 1970 on a 
300-foot hill on a purely trial basis. 

It was a success. Each year it has grown. Since 
the tragic death of Jack Jones, Jr., in a snow machine 
explosion, his younger brother Gary is now resort 
manager and has been most instrumental in transfor­
ming a dream into a reality. 

Perhaps the WALL STREET JOURNAL would be 
interested in the structure of this family-owned and 
operated business in which each family member 
shares in both responsibility and income: 

Owners: Olive Jones (mother), secretary-
bookkeeper and Jack Jones, Sr. (father), public rela­
tions; Gary Jones (son), resort manager; Nancy Jones 
(daughter), t icket sales; Marsha Jones Hair 
(daughter), public relations; Doug Hair (son-in-law), 
ski rental department; Janice Jones Carrier 
(daughter), ski school instructor; Angela Jones 
(daughter), information, concession, and ski rental. 

Cloudmont Ski Resort employs approximately 20 
persons, including the above, and eight to ten on a 
year-round basis. 

The resort has expanded appreciably. There are 
now two 1,000 foot slopes with a 150-foot vertical 
rise. An intermediate rise provides superb opportuni­
ty for beginners. With rental skis and lift tickets, free 
skiing lessons are available, encouraging beginners. 
Private lessons are also available at an hourly rate. 

From May to October, grass-skiing continues on 
these same slopes, teaching the basic methods of 
snow-skiing — with emphasis on learning balance 
and coordination. 

Weather is naturally a factor in winter. During a 
good season Cloudmont has at least 200 skiers per 
day on weekends, and at least 75 to 100 during the 
week. January 14th and 15th of this year brought 600 
skiers. People come from a 200-mile radius. Very few 
are local. 

Accommodations include four cabins, six 
chalets, and the Inn with accommodations for Y2u peo-
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pie. Future objectives over the next five years include 
a 20-unit motel with a year-round swimming pool; a 
new lodge with a restaurant at the top level overlook­
ing Little River; the addition of a chair lift; purchase 
of additional equipment, broadening the snow-
making resources to lengthen the skiing season; 
rebuilding the 9-hole golf course and adding an addi­
tional 9 holes. 

Gary Jones provides information concerning the 
constant questions about making snow for the runs. 
Temperatures for the process must be below 28, he 
says, with less than 60 percent humidity. There must 
be no less than a 6-inch base for skiing. The depth of 
the snow on the slopes varies from six inches to 
three feet', to drifts of 10 feet or more. 

At 15 degrees the machines have the abi l i ty to 
make one foot of snow an hour per machine. There is 
an average of 60 days of skiing each year. The 1983 
total was 25 days, a very bad year. This year has 
already surpassed that and the season is only about 
half over. 

Cloudmont Ski Resort is only about one mile from 
County Road 89, just south of Mentone. It is open for 
skiing weekdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and in the evening 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. On weekends the schedule is 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and in the evenings, 6 p.m. to midnight. 

The uniqueness and availability of a ski resort in 
north Alabama has been a drawing card in itself. 
Cloudmont has been shown on national TV 
newscasts during the holiday season, featured on TV 
Magazine five times, featured <ini two Birmingham 
newspapers with a special in the entertainment sec­
tion. The Gadsden, Fort Payne and Huntsville 
newspapers have published excellent stories. Recent 
issues of SOUTHERN LIVING have included two 
Cloudmont stories; one in FAMILY CIRCLE. Country 
Rover Jamie Cooper of Huntsville's Channel 31 
recently did a special on Cloudmont. 

In expanding Mentone progressively to a more 
year-round economy, the Jones family has done 
something constructive for the entire community. It 
can no longer be said that Mentone closes down in 
the winter. 

On a recent chilly afternoon the GROUNDHOG 
editors visited the slope and were deeply impresed 
by the cosmopolitan flavor, the sense of drama, and 
the finely knit organization involved in this project. It 
was easy to distinguish between the beginners and 
the skilled skiers. The Joneses have brought 
something to our doorsteps that captures the im­
agination and involves the outside world. 

(Based on the reporting of Eleanor Moerlins.) 



I G r o u n d h o g F i n a n c e R e p o r t ^ 
January Issue 2 

INCOME / 
Ad Sales $330.00 
Balance in account 551.12 

$881.12 

DEBITS 
Summerville News Co $309.25 
U.S. Post Office (includes new annual 

permit of $40) 95.36 
Donna Bukley (sales & photos) 39.50 
Jean McGehee (sales & photos) 20.00 V, 
Ken Pennington (sketches) 15.00 

$479.11 

Balance in account $402.01 

We apologize for this abbreviated issue, 
made necessary by the critical illness of Jean's 
mother, Mrs. G. J. Devine. Such features as 
Mountain Cookery, Mountain Greenery, and 
Families of Mentone will be resumed in future 
editions. 
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Make checks payable to: THE GOURDIE BOOK and 
send to address above. 

G r o u n d h o g 
Published monthly by the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association. First conceived 
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized 
April 6, 1982, for the purpose of preserving 
and protecting the heritage, natural en­
vironment, and other unique qualities of 
life in the Mentone Area. Chartered as a 
non-profit organization by the State of 
Alabama. 

Charles White McGehee, Editor 
Jean McGehee, Associate Editor 

Eleanor Moerlins, Features 
Donna Bukley, Advertising 

Homer Crow, Director 
Mabel Kirk, Associate Director 

Marie Shadgett, Secretary 
Ann Climer, Treasurer 

POLITICAL PROSPECT 

24 hour 

TOWING 

Lowest Rates 
FIREWORKS 

W H A T L E Y ' S S T O R E 
A N D S E R V I C E 

Tire sales & repair Mechanic on duty 

SAM AND TOOTS WHATLEY 
DAY OR NIGHT 

205/634-4168 
4V2 miles east of 

Mentone 

C l o u d m o n t 
S k i a n d G o l f R e s o r t 

4 S off DeSoto Parkway 
3 miles south of 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984 

Accommodat ions & Snow Skiing 
For Reservation or Information 

(205) 634-3841 

New Owner 
Manager 

ROCK C A S T L E CAFE 
W E S E R V E C O M P L E T E B R E A K F A S T S , S H O R T O R D E R S 

P L A T E L U N C H E S E V E R Y D A Y B U T S A T . 
5:30-6 Thru Thurs.; Fri. & Sat. 5-10; Sun. 7 3 

Hammondville, Ala. 635-6897 

At the January MAPA meeting Mayor Rob Ham­
mond and his wife San proudly circulated the above 
photo of their new son Jordan Styles Hammond, born 
on November 17, 1983. 

M A P A M i n u t e s 
The MAPA meeting was held at Brownie's in the 

Hitching Post on January 3rd, 1984, with Homer 
Crow, director, presiding. Minutes of the December 
meeting were read and approved. Ann Climer, 
Treasurer, reported monthly income of $137.50, ex­
penses $740.49, and a balance of $1,804.07. Jean 
McGehee's GROUNDHOG finance report gave sales 
of $330, expenses of $479.11, and a balance of 
$402.01. GROUNDHOG editor Charles McGehee sug­
gested that in the future the January issue be four 
pages, because of the business holiday season. He 
urged continued feeding of information and sugges­
tions and the purchasing of the ads which are the 
lifeblood of the publication. 

Homer Crow stated that Mr. Jerrell, state 
engineer, informed him that a permit was needed 
after our needs are presented concerning the propos­
ed sidewalks through the business center. Volunteer 
engineer Milton Howard said that the state engineer 
told him that the sidewalks might require curb and 
gutters because they are on the highway — a matter 
of draining the sidewalks and the road. Right-of-ways 
also must be explored. Mr. Jerrell also suggested an 
arched bridge over the drainage ditch at McGee's 
store. 

Randy Still was thanked for his good work on the 
Wintery Wanderful Christmas. Randy was also 
helpful to a number of people during the inclement 
weather. It was he who drove Jean McGehee to the 
printers in Summerville, making it possible to get the 
GROUNDHOG in the mail on time. Randy submitted 
names and dues for two new members: Barney 
Socolow and Harold Williard. When Bernise Crow 
turned in the names of the Treadaways, the MAPA 
membership reached 107. 

Jack Jones gave an enthusiastic ski report (see 
elsewhere). Sammy Cash gave reminder of voter 
registration on January 14. Ann Climer asked Director 
Homer Crow to read a letter from Lynette McCary 
which he could not find in his brief case, but promis­
ed to read at the February meeting. 

Speaker was Mayor Rob Hammond who gave a 
full report of the difficulties in the water situation 
during the recent subzero weather (see story 
elsewhere). Mayor Hammond also said he would app­
ly for a grant to repair the Brow Park shelter. He 
stated that Mentone has 436 residents. He answered 
many questions from the audience and was given re­
sounding applause. 

Ruby Stalvey, 100th member, was given a refund 
of her membership dues, which she then returned to 
MAPA. Randy Still showed a slide presentation which 
he and Sandra Padgett have shown to several groups. 
Festive refreshments were served by hostess Avline 
Brown. 

— Digested from the minutes of 
Marie Shadgett, Secretary. 

V i e w P o i n t . . . 
By Charles White McGehee 

Everybody talks about the weather... 
Everybody will be talking for years about the 

freeze of Christmas 1983. 
The thermometer went down to 10 below, or as 

much as 15 below, depending on who's talking. Un­
questionably there was as much as 10 below because 
I doublechecked the readings down at our barn with 
those at the house. 

It was a good time for use of my Byrd parka, walk­
ing along the path with Jean and our dog Caesar. 
Because we had a houseful of guests and had always 
wanted to sleep at the barn-guesthouse, it was kind 
of a Christmas Eve pilgrimage. 

The decision was a quick one. The toilet bowl in 
the barn bathroom was frozen solid, as was the bowl 
of water for Caesar, despite that the base electric 
heater thermostat was set at a medium level. We 
checked the thermometer and decided to reverse the 
pilgrimage. 

Trudging back up the path certain thoughts went 
through my mind. "I'd better remember this. It's 
history." It seemed cold but not 10 below. Just the 
knowledge of the 10 below was almost paralyzing. 
"I'd better get out of this right away or I'll be dead. 
What about those poor people on city streets living in 
cardboard boxes or on park benches?" I learned later 
that some of them were. 

There must be a scapegoat for such 
meteorological treachery. The weather forecasters 
came in handy. First of all they had predicted a mild 
winter. Then, they gave a little possibility of this 
deadly storm. Usually they hedge a bit, ready to go 
either way. But this time they had no excuses. 

Since coming to the high slopes of Mentone I've 
tried to develop my own methods of weather pro­
phecy. When a sudden change seems in the offing, I 
switch around on TV and radio in a radius of Chat­
tanooga, Huntsville, Atlanta — and finally zeroing in 
on K-98 station in Scottsboro, which I have found 
valuable because of its location just across the valley 
on Sand Mountain. 

Then I try and computerize the central focal point 
of Mentone, knowing none of these cities can know 
the exact situation in our town. I've concluded that 
except for general trends and certain temperature 
and wind levels — they just don't apply to Mentone 
much of the time. 

It would be impossible to ennumerate all of the 
many acts of outreach and concern — the sharing of 
minimal supplies of water, the lending of tools, the 
network of care via the telephone. Serious considera­
tion should be given someone's suggestion that we 
formalize an emergency phone center — that could 
be called for information about when the water would 
be turned back on, or off. and to provide data on what" 
is to be expected. 

F i r e D e p t . N e w s 
The Fire Department of Mentone helped those 

needing assistance during the recent storm. Help 
was provided in getting groceries, hauling wood, and 
helping injured people. 

Aluminum cans and other aluminum articles are 
still being collected by the Fire Department. Pro­
ceeds provide money spent for gasoline, oil and 
general maintenance. Plans are underway to build a 
large bin at the rear of the Fire Hall as a receptacle for 
storage. 

This is the time for extreme caution about burning 
trash and underbrush. Fire Chief Sammy Cash urges 
you to realize that if the fire spreads, you are respon­
sible for the damages incurred to other property. 
Choose a damp day. Be very cautious. The fire depart­
ment (634-3705) or the forestry department 
(1-845-1331) will inspect in advance to aid in providing 
safety. 

M E N T O N E S U P E R E T T E 
PICNIC SUPPLIES, FRESH MEATS, 

AND GROCERIES. 

5 A.M. TO 6 P.M. MON. THRU FRI. 
SAT., 6 TO 6 634-3111 

C l o u d l a n d 
N u r s e r y 

Rhododendron — Azaleas 
Other Shrubs and Trees 

Lookout Mountain — Cloudland, Georgia 

PHIL GREEN CHARLES GREEN 
(404) 862-2634 (404) 862-2480 



G r a n n y D o l l a r : T h e L e g e n d T h a t L i v e s 
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black whiskers. 
Granny sometimes knowingly told close acquain­

tances about the existence of a "goat skin of silver," 
hidden in a cave with a pinnacle rock door. Her father 
placed it there, she said, and she believed it had 
never been discovered. 

It is rumored that snakes were seen in her cabin. 
She survived three poisonous snake bites, two by 
copperheads, one from a rattler. Her remedy: chew 
cotton leaves, the juice of which provided a poultice 
for the poison. 

An excellent gardener, Granny raised tall corn and 
prolific beans. All her gardening was done with a hoe. 

"How do you keep those chickens running around 
here from eating beans and spoiling your garden?" a 
visitor asked. 

"Them's Injun chickens," she replied. 
As she neared death this proud woman was ter­

rified at the thought of the poor house. Knowing this, 
friends took turns caring for her during her last il­
lness. As she lay ill, her friends were reminded to 
count the money, wrapped in blue paper and hidden 
in one of the trunks, which she had been saving for 
Norman Dollar's tombstone. It finally totalled $23 in 
large-sized old bills. Someone stole it. 

Specific instructions were given for her funeral. 
Although she believed in the Great Spirit of the 
Cherokees who rewarded good and punished evil, 
she wanted Christian burial in Little River Cemetery. 

After her death on January 29,1931, her body was 
placed in a solid oak box, paid for by community con­
tributions. Two days later it was taken to its final 
resting place. When the hearse mired in the muddy 
road, the coffin was taken up the hill to the church. 
The oration was delivered by Colonel Milford Howard. 
She was buried beside her husband, who had died 
eight years earlier. 

Granny's dog Buster kept vigil over the cabin for 
several days, gnawing away at the door with 
toothless gums. The best option seemed to be 
chloroform. With a small crowd present beside a 
great boulder near Granny Dollar's grave, Colonel 
Howard delivered an appropriate funeral oration for 
Buster. 

Some Mentone citizens who desire not be quoted 
are of the opinion that the larger body of the Granny 
Dollar legend is a product of the fluent mind of Col­
onel Milford Howard. It is a colorful fact with 
Clyde (Shine) McNew that he was bom at Granny 
Dollar's cabin, where his mother had been taken for 
the delivery. The midwife was Margaret Jackson, 
whose husband was the builder of the cabin which is 
now Cragsmere. Margaret was brought to the occa­
sion on a mule. 

Buck's Pocket, her original home, is a gorge some 
five miles long on 2,000 acres on Sand Mountain in 
DeKalb, Jackson, and Marshall counties. It is now a 
state park with available camping and picnic 
facilities. In the 19th century it abounded with game, 
animals, wild fruits, and nuts. Inhabited by Indians 
since prehistoric times, Buck's Pocket is rich in ar­
cheological treasures — especially in the caves 
which are found along its sandstone walls. 

By the time she was nine or ten Nancy looked 
after her father's whiskey still. An an early age she 
became an accomplished midwife. Because the 
semi-nomadic Cherokees were often on the trail, it 
was a practice when labor began that other women 
wrapped a blanket about the pregnant woman, placed 
another blanket on the trail, laid her on the ground, 
and gave assistance with the birth. Then she strap­
ped the infant on her back and resumed the march. 

Rumors of gold in Cherokee lands resulted in 
treaties arranged by white settlers which resettled 
the Indians on reservations in the West. To facilitate 
the process in this area, a fort was built at the present 
site of the city of Fort Payne; Captain John Payne 
was the commanding officer and the city was named 
for him. 

The stockade and fort were situated in the nor­
thern part of present Fort Payne. Cherokees in the 
area who refused to leave voluntarily were rounded 
up and inhumanely imprisoned in a large windowless 
hole beneath the one-room fort. They were fed 
through a hatch in the floor. Many died at the 
stockade. At least a fourth of the Cherokee nation 
perished on the long enforced march to the West. 

Granny Dollar was later to say: "Another race has 
taken our fields, our forests and our game. Their 
children now play where we once were happy." 

Refusing to leave, William Callahan hid his family 
in Saltpeter Cave, one of the many caves in the rugg­
ed northeast Alabama terrain. Deprived of William's 
hunting bounties, the patches of corn and other 
vegetables, the hidden family soon faced starvation. 

T h e H i t c h i n g P o s t 
CROWS' NEST 

ANTIQUES 
Jean Elrod: Bernise Crow 

OPAL'S 
All Occasion 

Cards & Gifts 

T H E 
C I T I Z E N S B A N K 

l a r g e enough to serve you — 
small enough to know you 

member FDIC 

Valley Head, Ala. 635-6453 

On The Brow Atop Lookout Mountain 
R E S T A U R A N T I S O P E N ! 

Our food is del ic ious, our service 
fr iendly, our f ires warm and toasty. 

Wed.-Sat., 5-9 p.m. 
Sat. & Sun., 12-4 p.m. 
FOR RESERVATIONS, 
RANDY AT 634-4677 

Cragsmere Manna is ownedand operated sole­
ly by Randy Still. He is not responsible for 
either previous management, methods of 
operation, nor any debts incurred by earlier 
owners. 

F u r g e r s o n G r o c e r y & C h e v r o n — R u b y ' s V a r i e t y 
ONE STOP SHOPPING! 

Full Line Groceries 
Free Coffee 

Gas, Oil; Full Service 
Auto Accessories 

Open at 5 Mon. Thru Fri. 
Open at 7 Sat. & Sun. 

Close at 7 Sun. Thru Thurs. 
Close at 8 Fri. & Sat. 

6 3 4 - 4 6 0 0 

Jeans $9 Up 
Brass, Baskets 
Towels, Linens 

Gifts 

Tuesday 8:30-5 
Sunday, 1-5 

The wily Nancy, often under the cover nf 

One evening William and three white men set out 
to investigate a woman's complaint that her husband 
Jukes had been in a fight with a peddler and that they 
both had disappeared. The peddler's body was found 
in a bramble thicket. Finding Jukes at a nearby store 
and accusing him of the murder, William engaged in a 
fight, biting off his nose and part of his ear. Fearing 
vengeance, William moved his family to Marthasville 
site of present-day Atlanta. 

Following the death of one of Callahan's wives, 
the family was in dire straits. Again Nancy rallied to 
the occasion. Then about 21, she began driving a "tar-
pole," a mule-drawn freight wagon, on a regular route 
from Marthasville to country stores within a radius of 
thirty miles. 

Hauling such cargo as salt, gunpowder, lead, 
molasses, shoes, and staple groceries, she ran this 
course for almost twenty years. She was never harm­
ed in any way. On these narrow, bumpy, and lonely 
roads she performed such tasks as greasing the ax­
les with tar and refusing the help of any man. 

During this time romance entered her life, and she 
became engaged to Tom Porter, son of one of her 
customers. Drafted into the Confederate Army in the 
War Between the States, he was killed in the battle of 
Atlanta. In Sherman's march to the sea, her father 
William Callahan was also killed and the family corn 
fields were ruined. 

For many years she mourned the death of Porter, 
continuing to care for her brothers and sisters, all of 
whom she survived. In her late seventies she married 
Norman Dollar, a white man. Somewhere around this 
time she apparently moved to the Mentone area. 
Some 20 years later Dollar died and was buried in Lit­
tle River Cemetery, near the cabin they called home. 
A major preoccupation with Granny Dollar during her 
later years was to accumulate enough money to buy a 
headstone for her husband's grave. She sold her cow 
for that purpose. 

Her last years were spent on Colonel Milford 
Howard's property. One guest described a visit to her 
cabin. Her black cur Buster was viciously protective. 
There was only one chair, a straightback with a 
cowhide seat. Granny sat on a nail keg. The only 
other furniture was a bed and three trunks where all 
of her belongings were stored. She loved to regale 
her visitors with stories. 

Tediously and mysteriously tracing the lines of 
the palm with a rusty blade of her pocket knife, she 
pursued the mysteries of fortune telling, explaining 
the meaning of each line. 

In warm weather she went barefoot, dressed in 
voluminous Mother-Hubbard type dresses, a fitting 
costume that amplified the rugged face and the 
straight hair combed back starkly. 

Mrs. J. C. Downer, who as a small child lived near 
Granny, remembers a certain fear, both of Granny and 
her dog. As children returned from school she had 
them bring in firewood and rewarded them with 
walnuts and pears. 

So it is that this rugged woman bridged two cen­
turies, two racial and religious cultures, and became 
deeply rooted in the rich soil of Mentone's culture. 
Who can fail to be impressed by her fierce adaptabili­
ty and indominatable character? 

(James Frazier's original sketch may be purchas­
ed by writing Box 50, Mentone, Alabama. Research 
papers by James Kuykendall and Elizabeth Howard of 
Landmarks of DeKalb County, and Clodie Hill and 
Ann Harrison were invaluable in preparing this cover 
story.) 

C L A S S I F I E D 
Call Marie Shadgett 634-4542 to place your ad in 

next month's Groundhog. Special introductory rates: 
up to 25 words, $1; 10 cents for each additional word. 
LOST: 3 year old mixed breed German Shepherd nam­
ed HECTOR wearing red collar and rabies tag, disap­
peared Dec. 6th. Please call Mrs. PS. Merkel, 
845-4358. Box 207 Route 1, Scenic Drive, Fort Payne. 
I wish to thank the people of Hammondville, Valley 
Head, and Mentone for all the many things they did 
for us during our son's death: 

Corporal Shannon Biddle 
Killed in Bietur. 
God bless each of you. 
The Parents, 
Melba and Ravford Fuller 

NEAREST TO MENTONE 
hardware plumbing 

paint building materials 
courteous, personalized service 

C&H LUMBER COMPANY 
V a l l e y H e a d , A l . 6 3 5 - 6 5 7 5 



D I R E C T O R Y 
Ambulance: 845-3200 
Baptist Medical Center: 845-3150 
Rescue Squad: 634-4635; 

634-4140; 634-4166 
Highway Patrol: 845-5109 
Mentone Police 

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m 634-3705 
After 11:00 a.m 634-4467 

DeKalb Sheriff: 845-3801 
Valley Head Police: 635-6814 
Hammondville Police: 635-6374 
Forest Rangers: 1-845-1331 

or 1-800-392-5679 
Poison Information Center: 

1-800-292-6678 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
Mentone: 

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.. . . 634-3705 
After 11:00 a.m.634-3745,634-4507 

634-4446, 634-4274 
Valley Head: 635-6111 

SCHOOLS 
Moon Lake: 634-4133 
Valley Head High School: 635-6228. 

CITY COUNCIL OF MENTONE 
Rob Hammond, Mayor 
Max Cash 
Lee Davenport Jimmy Wright 
Hobson Kirby 
Kenneth Crowe 
Catnenne Bailey, City Clerk 
H. P. Goss. Water Department 
Colquitt Jones, Ponce. 

THE CHURCH OF GOD 
OF PROHECY 

The Rev. Billy R. Boozer, pastor 
Sunday School: 10:00 A. M. 

Sunday Services: 11:00 A. M., 7 P. M. 
Thursday Prayer Meeting: 7:00 P. M. 

Telephone: 635-6365 

VALLEY HEAD PRESBYTERIAN 
The Rev. Jerry Davis, minister 
Services: 1st, 3rd Sunday, 9:30 A.M. 
TeleDhone: 635-6283 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
2813 Gault Ave. North, Fort Pavne 
Masses t> D.m, Sat., 10:00 A. M. Sun. 
Telephone: 845-4774 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/o M.A.P.A. 
P.O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

CHURCH OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

(Traditional Episcopal) 
The Rev. Edward P. Whatley Jr., 

Rector 
First, Second, Third Sunday. 
Communion Fourth Sunday. 
11:00 A.M."Telephone: 634-3375 

MENTONE CHURCH OF GOD 
The Rev. Joey Kirby, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Preaching Hour: 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening Service: 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Training Hour: 6:30 P.M. 
Telephone: 634-4418. 

MOON LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Rev. William Steele, minister 
Sunday School: 9:45 A.M. 
Sunday Services: 11:00 A.M., 7:00 
P.M. 
Sunday Training Union: 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Prayer M^etina: 6:30 
P.M. Teleohone: 634-4427 

MEN TONE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

The Rev. Brian WvatL minister 
Sunday School: 9 A.M. 
Sunday Service: 10 A.M. 
Sunday Bible Study Group: 6:00 P.M. 
Telephone: 635-6561 

MENTONE WESLEYAN 
CHURCH 

The Rev. A. C. Clemens, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Sunday Worship: 10:50 A.M., 6:00 
P.M. 
Wednesday Evening Service: 7:00 
P M - Telepnone: 634-4210 

ST. JOSEPH'S fcPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

The Rev. Graham Glover, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 A.M. 
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 P.M. 
Telephone: 634-4210 

MENTONE REVIVAL CENTER 
The Rev. Dewey Oswalt, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A. M. 
Worship Service: 11:00 A. M., 6 P. M. 
Wed. Prayer Meeting: 6:30 P. M. 

CAMP SADDLE ROCK: Marty Grif­
fin, director; Girls' Summer Camp; 
June 19, July 17. July 31. 634-4608. 
CAMP WOODMONT: Jane Bennett, 
director; Boys' and Girls' Summer 
Camp; June 26, July 10, July 24. 
404-284-5369. 
CAMP SKYLINE RANCH: Susan C. 
Hooks, director. Girls' summer 
camp. June 16-29; July 1-26; July 
29-Aug. 11. 634-3201. 
CAMP ALPINE: Richard O'Ferrall, 
director; Camp for boys; June 13 and 
July 11. 634-4200. 
CAMP DeSOTO: Sue Henry, direc­
tor; Camp for girls; June 14, July 14. 
634-3411. 
CAMP LANEY: Rob Hammond, 
director; Camp for boys; June 18, Ju­
ly 2, July 17, July 31. 634-3561. 
LOOKOUT MT. CHRISTIAN CON­
FERENCE CENTER: Anne and John 
Morrison, directors; 24 cabins, gym, 
lodge, amphitheatre, dining hall; 
non-profit. 634-3471. 
PONDEROSA BIBLE CAMP: Glenn 
Miller, director; Christian Youth 
Camp, June 13 through. July 30. 
634-3795. 
CAMP JULIETTE LOW: Kathy Holly, 
director; Girl Scout Camp in 
Cloudland, Ga., four two-week ses­
sions from June 19 to Aug. 13. (404) 
428-0446. 
COMER SCOUT RESERVATION: 
Bob Dunaway, director; Boy Scout 
Camps June 12-July 16. 634-3445. 
VALLEY VIEW RANCH: Nancy 
Jones, director; Cloudland, Ga., 
three sessions from June 19 to Aug. 
14. 404-862-2231 
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