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The Young Dreamer,
History’s Verdict Awaited

Mo one can predict how future historians
will evaluate persons and events. But there is
a good possibility that in cﬂming decades
Mentone historians will compare Bruce Bon
Fleur with Colonel Milford Howard, the Vaga-
bond Dreamer who left his mark on this area
in the twenties and thirties.

Without Bruce Bon Fleur there is little
doubt that there would be no Mentona Area
Presarvation Association, no Groundhog, no
Cragsmere Manna Restaurant, nor any
memories of the gala celebrations of the
100th birthday of the town of Mentone and
the Mentone Springs Hotel.

Just as in the case of the legendary Col-

| onel Howard, it can be said thal in many ways
the reach of Bruce exceeded his grasp; he isa
creative mover who left his mark on our town,
| Racently voled a life-time member of the
Menione Area Preservation Association, heis
noWw applying‘ his talents as an axecutive for
the Young Men's Christian Association in
| Chattanooga. Bon Fleur is no longer a full-
[ time Mentone resident, visiting only occa-
| sionally on weekends. In future years he
| would like to own a haven here where he
| could occasionally visit, possibly retire.
| A native ol Florida, he graduatad from the
| University of Florida in 1973 with a degree in
education and majors in political science and
| history. For four years he was in charge of the
summer youth programs at the tona
Beach YMCA, later becoming director of the Marco
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Both The Town Council And MAPA Oppose Building

Of Power Plant At DeSoto Falls — Page 1
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Waterfalls, Walls, Sidewalks
March Discussion At MAPA

“Watarfalls, Walls, and Sidewalks” iz the thama
of the March meeting of the Mentons Area Preserda-
tion af the fira hall on March 5 at T p.m. Because of
the imporiance of the matters to be discussed, all
Mentone citizens are urged to attend, whather they
are meémbars of the organization or not.

The meetling will deal with such matters as the

roposal [o bulid & power plant at DeSoto Falls; the
ncraasing emphasi=s on the need for a sidewalk from
Old Hotel Square 10 (he Poat Office; and furthes con-
sideration of repairing the damage 1o the rock walk
along the side of Highway 117 from Menlans o
Valley Head.

Prasiding at the meeling will ba Homer Crow,
MAPA director. Refreshments will ba served.

Council Praises Snider

For Keeping Water Going

Al the meating of the Town Council on Feb, 4,
town amployes Leroy Snider was commended in a
unanimous resolution for working far beyond tha
routing requiremeants during the recent cold weathear
On the coldest moming in January with tha ther
momaler reglstering 32 below, Mr. Snider walked
Iinas and checked numercus melers, searching for
leaks in waler pipes.

Councilmen also unanimously passed a resolu-
tion opposing ihe proposed hydro-eleciric plant al
DeSoto Falls (See article elsewhers). Also, & motion
wiis unanimously passed thal there will be a
minimium charge of $150 for installation of & new
wilar mater, plus any additional charges bacause of
locaticon or tarrain,

Oithar topics discussed incleded charges lor town
lirgal services and the possibility of talking with dif-
farent anginearing firma for futune contracts with the
town. Mayor Hammond and several councilmen sill
attend aworkshop at Mortheast Alabama Junior Gol-
lege on how to secure and apply for grants. Mayor
IF:-'.I-E Hammond wil also attend a mayors' mealing on

gh. 14.

LEROY SNIDER

Cloudmont Booms

Dramatic winter waathar has broughl hundreds of
skiars and much media attention to Cloudmont Ski
Rasort. All In one day helicopters descended and
thrae TV crews arrived. Tha resull was colorful news
slories on Huntsville’'s Channel 18, Channal 12 Chat-
tancoga, and both Channels 13 and § Birmbngham
Olive Jones reporis booming business, all cabins and
chalats filied woekends, plus DeSolo Park Motel and
Best Western in Forl Payne, Weekend busingss has
thrived by influx of skiers ai Cragsmers Manna
Restaurant, Log Cabin Deli and Furgerson's Drive-in

Lost And Found

Tha Groundhog Award sign is missing. It was
last seen when emplanted at the Blackbums’
horma whan it won the award of the monih,

OG

Town Council And MAPA Oppose
Power Plant At DeSoto Falls

Gourdies On TV
On Thursddy, Feb, 21, Alabama Publlc Talavision
will fTeafure an in-depth account of & recent wisit 1o

the OGourdies headguarters of Sharon  Basron
Charfolte Moakly and the camera crew spont saveral
hiours with Sharon, preparing the feature on Thurs-
day, Jan. 31,

Brow Briefs

PO O, MAFA DHaClor, wibhes 1o Ikmnk @il
of his friands who sent him Howears, cards, and who
talaphoned aboul him durng his retent hospitaliza.
eyt MAPA Secreiary Amalia Brooks & vigiting in
California where on Feb. 10 she was Himed for a
future showing of The Wheal of Fortune . .. Angalo
Rosario, formerly with Eastern Airlines in Miami, has
bean helping The Groundhog with his talenis as a
photographer . . . continued thanks to Donna Bukley
for har photos.

Sammy Cash, recently alected 1o the axeculhe
committes Trom Place 4 1o the DakKalb Counly
Hospital Board, has besn busy with the intricats
pnegalialions for tha new hosplial bullding in For
Payne

Our Manlone players on the championship Vallay
Head football team continue 1o recelive agclaim, On
the All-Area 18-4 team Jelf Harrison was included for
rushing 1,500 yards, and Scofl Tale was included for
his culsianding work as splil end.

In sanding his check lor meambarship into MAPA,
Circuit Judge David Rains addressed the [ollowing to
the editor. "You and The Groundhog stalf have con.
tribufed greatly fo n.apmrin? the lofe and perscnality
of the Mentone area, and | commend you for your
dedication and parsaveranca.”

Because the Chergkes indians once inhabited
this aren, owr readers will be interested in lBarmin
that Jim Dykes, a TVA adilor, |3 walking the Trail o
Tears, the sad and tragic route ol the forced march
from Rad Clay, Tann., to Tahleguah, Okla. Hia written
account should be of much interast.

Willlam Crow, formarty of C and H Lumbar Com-
pany, now mayos of Vatley Head, was featured Mon-
day, Fab. 4, on Channal 31 naws whien Jamis Cooper,
the Country Rower, podnted oul that Valley Head was
the coldest town In Alabama: Mayor Crow has baen
reporting temperatures (o the weather deparimeni
for 30 years,

Groundhbog Finance Report
JANUARY ISSUE

Incoma
Balance on hand £831.50
£ T R L T e 225.00
$1,056.50

Debits
U. 5. Post Oifice (includes permilt) . ... . $100.88
Donna Bukley, sales, delivery , ., . ,..... . B1L75
Angelo Rosario, pholos . . . ... ... SR ¢ Ty
The Summerdlls Mews Co. , ..., iunn s TELTS
$£383.11
Balancaonhand. . .. .... ..., $673.39

On  successive ewenings al their February
meatings, the Town Council and the Menlone Area
Presarvation Association unanimously adopted
resolutions opposing the proposal of @ Maryland firm
o consiruct a hydroelectric plant at DeSoto Falla,

Synergetics, Inc., of Annapolis, Md., would bulld a
powarhouss 23 leal wida by 18 feal long at the dam to
house a genarator that would fesd electricity 1o the
Alabama Power Company. Al both the council and
MAPA meatings Il was staled thal tha project sersed
na praclical purpose io Menionea and that il would ba
highly detrimental to the natural beauty of the falls,

Synergelics has run ihree legal ads announcing
intention of the project. Mayor Rob Hammond has e
prassed sifong opposition to ihe praject, stating to
the Forl Payne Times-Journal that he kKnew ol no one
supparting tha project

Full texi of tha MAPA rasclution is as follows

We, the members of the Mentona Area Presona-
tion Assoclation, sirongly deplore the application of
Synargalics, Incorporated, for construction ol a
hydroetaciric plant at tha DeSoto Falls Dam. 10 is in
direct oppasition (o sur goals of “preserdng and pro-
tecting the haritage, nalural anvironment and othar
unigua gualities ol the Maniona Area.”

wch & plant would be crilically near Desolo Siate
Park, the 18,000 acras of the Litthe Rivar Wildlite
Managemant Area (whare rare species of animal and
plant life are prasanmead), 10 the Summer youlth camps
along Little River, to the nature trails and other
natural attractions

Mot only is an ecological balance involved, tha
plani represenis & threal to the tourisi-centerad
gconomy of Morth Delalb County.

We (eal that the Tennesses Valley Aulhority is
masing our power needs adequalaly and that this is
marsly & commercial veniure by private interesis.

We urge inferveniion in these plans by our count
commissionars, state authorities, and all other ol-
ficlals and agéncies Invalved, intluding the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission

Adopted Feb, 5, 1585
Mentone Area Presemrvation Association
Homar Crovw, director

No Abuse Repeaters,
Says Judge Wilson

“There have been no Child Abuse Repeaters,”
said Judge Robert Wilson in his remarks at thae Feb. 5
mesting of the Mantone Area Preservalion His
remarks centansd upon ha racant maugurnlad
Parents Anonymous group in Dekalb County.

The Mational Councll for Child Abuse has aboul
one million cases reporied each year, supposedly on-
Iy one-third of the actual abuse perpefrated, Soma
2,000 children die annually from having bean abused
The Department of Pensions and Securities in
Dokalb County recelves 20 o 30 reporta of child
abuse sach moanih,

Judge Wilson staled thal so far thera have been
no repeatars from (hose who have participatled in tha
Parents Anonymous program, He alao sald thal there
is a desparate nead for Toster homes in this county,

Al the conclusion of Judge Wilson's remarks and
a briaf discussion, those present enjoyed MAFPA'S
third birthday caka with calloe, arfanged fof and sand.

ed by Shurles Froshier,
Assoclate directior Donna Bukley presided in the
absance of Director Homer Grow wha is (il

New. xf’m}t:iliarjr

Shown above are Sybla Tipton and Juanita

aker of . Hunisville as the charer was
prasanied for the newly-lormad Unit 215 of the
Amarican Legion Auxiliary. The nexi meating will be
April 11, al T p.m., al tha Fire Hall, Anyona sligible
and interasted in joining the auxiliary may phone Sy-
bBie Tipton (4120) or Nancy Lusk (4205).



Leftovers

By Jean McGehaa

Charles was once the younges!, or one of (he
youngesi, newspaper editors In the country. But my
journalistic career has been fargely confined fo
schools, both as studan! and leacher, So6 you Can im
aging my sxcitemant to learn that at ieast Two paople
raad my column about iyplng the Groundhog addrass
labsels.

Bill Cyr, of Mar-Mil Stes! and Supply Company in
Forl Poyne, wrote and woluntesred that his company
would be willing 10 print the kabels on a compuies
each monih, even i i1 meanl depriving me of my
associations. 50 those ol you out of Mentone who
recaive the paper each month, please notice the ad-
drass labels and glve thanks to Mr. Cyr along with us.

In lasi month's column | had wondered about the
name Cresweall Groves, &3 il had come (o me. A latiar
arrived from Mm. Howard Rempe of Hallandala, Fla.,
telling me that in 1883 while she was living in Man-
fona, she was asked by Mrs, L 'T. O'Bryan of Lindals,
H“ south of Romae, 1o have the name of her sisier,

s, Creswall Graves, placed an tha mailing lisf. Mrs,
Graves died on Jan. 21 in Rome,

Mrs, Gravas was He Battey Graves, who had
gpani many yéars hara in Menione. She worked in (he
affice at mp DeSato and rented a house o 1he
Rampes who say Thal Mrs. Graves was “a wary Kind,
sweal, witly and Interesting lady."”

THE GROUNDHOG began publication in April,
1883, avoiving from the MAPA newslatter, Tha firsl
year wa had forly-seven adveriisers; last ydar BS par-
sons of businesses advertised with ua,

We speni a hearl-warming 10 days In Jackson-
ville, Flo, whare Charles is minister emeariius at our
church there. On the way homea, thal bone-chilling
weskand of Jan 20-27, our loes almosl fro2e. Than
the Tollowing weekend, wo winl (o Birmingham for
Charfes (o participate 0 a memorial service for our
belovad Alfred Hobari (our first minister] and on the
way home on Sunday the rain soddenly jumned info
lce around Collinavilke, We affived homa (o haar on
ihe Huntsville TV siations that the highway up (ha
maunialin was closed

Signs of the times; Children flishing through auger
hales on Gordon Strickland’s pond . | . Hellcoplars
deposiling and ploking up skiers at Cloudmont.
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CENTRAL
BANK /7

OF THE SOUTH

MAIN OFFICE
Monday-Thursday 9:00-4:00
Friday 9:00-5:00
Saturday 9:00-12:00 (Drive-ln Only)
BRANCHES
Monday-Wednesday 9:00-4:00
Closed Thursday
Friday 9:00-5:00
Saturday 9:00-12:00

To MENTONE AREA FPRESERVATION
ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in support of the
objectives ol MAPA, desiring to join with
others in preserving and prolecting the

unique gualities ol lile in the Manlone
area, | enclose 35 for voting membership
for one through June 1985,

NAME:
ADDRESS: e

PHONE: ___ =
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The
Groundhog

Published monthly by the Mentone Area
Preservation Association. First conceived
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized
April 6, 1882, for the purpose of prasarving
and protecting the herilage, natural en-
vironment, and other unique gualities of
life in the Mentone Area, Chariered as a
nen-profit organization by the State of
Alabama

Charfes White McGehee, Edifor
Jean McGanes, Associate Editar
Danna Bukley, Advertising, 634-4678
Homer Grow, Director
Donna Buklay Aszocialte Director
Amelia Brooks. Secretary
Shurlea Froohler, Treasurer

heritage, natural environment and other |

e .

Groundhog For Posterity

When fulure historans anre combing he prima
sourcas of information about Menione, they can ba
mssured that all copies of THE GROUNDHOG will ba
stored in the (iles of tha Dekalb County Library and in
the vauliz of the Probale Court QOifice. Thess ar
rangemants were made al the reguesl of Probate
Judge Paul Thomas (a membaer of MAPA), and
Librarian Rachal Manning. Each month coples of the
curment GROUNDHOG are sent to these importani
sources. Director Homer Crow i (owestigating
possibiiities for having all issues baing placed on
mibcralilm.

Enjoy Winter Atop Lookout Mtn,

Cloudmont
Ski and Golf Resort

™ off DeSoto Parkway

3 miles south of
MENTOME, ALABAMA 35084
On Little River -
Chalet Reservations or Information

(205) 634-3841

THE
CITIZENS BANK

large enough to serve you —
small enough to know you

membear FDIC

Valley Head, Ala. 635-6453

MORGAN
DRUGS

PRESCRIPTIONS —
COSMETICS

Donald R. Morgan
Valley Head, Alabama 3598%
635-6812

VIEWPOINT

By Charles White MoGehes

At the slightest provocation we like to gooul to &
restaurant for a lusty breakias). We truly agrea wiith
tha Alice Wooalf hesitage thal an excellent way 1o star
the day is (o gel dressed, gei out of the housa, and
nave breaklast with good peopla in a restaurani
When we have breakfast [n Valley Head, it's usually
Tlgur‘a iren, Sommatimaes In Summaendile whan we lake
the Groundhog to the printers we eat &t The Round
Table, There's & wail of over an hour betwean reading
proaf and plcking up the fresh-run coples.

The Tl?ur'n Inn and The Round Table hava
samething in commaon. We call it "“the club table.” We
don'l know whai they call i, It"s a large table off to
tha side of esach place where people who seam o
know each other gather for breakiast or a cup of cof-
foe. The ram ia thing about the club tables is
that its coccupants are constanily 'I:HHH-HIHE-

One fellow will say, "“Well, I'd batier ba gatting
along. | have & rool 1o pul on.” Anciher might com-
ment, | can't make any monay sitling here [awlng
with you guye.” So they leave. In a few minutes 30
maone alse will take their places. Usually thay ane on
tha way o work, Sometimas il seams o be a relired
feliow Ijust enjoying the nmaniunsnafl-

At first we thought Il was & kind of family table or
whera the ownars and wallresses sat for a break. Bul
it-s00n becams apparent ihal this was an inatitulion
ihat jusi sprang up. | became envious. Thesa paopla
thoroughly enjoyed aach other, thalr sausage, &Qgs,
pancakes and colfes — or jusi colfes. Some of iherm
didn"t talk much, jus! enjoyed chaflter aboul the
woather, the Braves, or somebody’s house gelting
brokan (nlo

How good i would ba, | thepght, 1o have breakiast
al that club [abis. Then, ona moming, when we
anterad Tiger's inn, all of ihe othar fables were taken
Lo, and bahold, the club tabla was empty, Timidly |
asked 1he waltress, “Can we oaf thara?"

“Certainty,”” ahe sakd. 1 all cama . aboul wilh
unbelievable aass and grace. We ordered, bagan
gating, and in a very few minutes a fellow cams and
gal ai tha other end of the table, He orderad a cup of
coffes and entered into convarsation. ¥YWe hed never
saen him Delons.

Dalton Turner cams over, slood and talked with us
for a littla while. In time, others came and want. Soma
wa Knew, olhers ware Strangers

It was wnbeliovable. W had made it We were
eating al the club fable, Parl of the rotation, Ac.
capled. Mo dues, No committes assignments, No
mambership card. Parl ol an institution of sheer
delighl.

survay should ba made of these club lables.
There must be & tradition that broaght them aboul
Parhaps il was a chub table thal was invelved in &
Huniswille TV lealure some time ago. Somewhens on
Sand Mouniain the cwner of a8 restaurs «1 announced
that he was losing and would have o seil oul
A bunch al man whao gaten thera for years,
gathering reguiarly for breakfast, sharing their views
and companionship — probably at the club tabls —
decided (o buy the reslaurant,

About 20 men pooled thair resources and presay-
ad a living tradition. They know what life is all about.
They knbw whal presercafion i3, and what a good
breakiast is,

.\g-f-r'ﬁ RUN TO THE PHONE AND
T} e CALL DONNA BUKLEY
TO PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

= GROUNDHOG!

MENTONE
HARDWARE

Complete Hardware Needs

Eleciric Molors, Pumps, Lighting

Open 7 days Glob

Sundays, 210 4
634-4854

BROWN'’S CLEANING
& LAUNDRY

COMPLETE CLOTHING CARE

Cwver Forty Years' Experience

FL Payne
B45-0751

BT Gaull Ave,
B45-3241




Mentone, Alabama Chapter IV, The Explorers

Wharevar ong burms in Menjone, ng shadows of the
pas! cast their reflections of events and af pecpls who
traveked Through hese B3 exphoners and adventurera. Towns,
villagpes, rivars, parkways, atomic :Iihlu. and cltkes all cany
the names of paople of events in Alabama history, Cradit
may ba given [o the English, iriah, and Soots lof tha
ARgIag e The Franch contribuled, [ Sapledio othar things, the
!Eﬂ"ll'!!l"lﬂﬂ: ahrub aralea that i native to Mentone., Tha
EI:&"II'I wir among tha first to build churches and schoola
arsd 10 sstablish las and “blus laws.” The popular dances il
thi Crafts Fastival held aach semmer in Manione reflec) the
Iriah jig and tha Highland fling which started in the moun-
taing ol Morth Caroling. Tha Indians and the Alrican slaves
hrl:lrunhl here first by the French have aksa influenced the
CaH g,

Mrs. Paul White, granddaughiar of John Mason, rencwn-
&3 a8 Manlone's founder, S & membar ol the D-I.I.Iﬂhlﬂ of
the Amarican Favolution which ereciesd 4 historical markas
ai Fort Morgan on bobile Bay, The marker reads

In meamory of Prince Madoc, a Welsh axplorer, who

anded on the shares of Mabile Bay in 1170 and

lafl Bahind, with the Indians, ths Waish Llanguige

Many aulborilias vigoroualy Bjfae Ehad Madoc lended in
Alphama and Cama on up INEG Tennesses gnd 'Eﬂ-l'{lil and
that thene are three forts which ane of pre-Columblan onigin,
Tha torts were bulll in defense of a people, apparenily in
daadty Toar of thelr lwos.

Tha lorta are ol DaSasto Falls in Manions: Ok Siomns
Fort, 70 miles wesl of Challs & In Tennasase; and For
Mowntam in ':IHI'_'I'I"QI-!. Tl mides southasst of Challanoogs.
The fons show Bﬂ-ﬂiﬁﬂﬂrlﬂﬂ aypartiza, Thay raflact the Type
of atruciures in Wales arsd nol Irdiian consbrection.

Al DaSote Falls on the west bank of Little River balow
Fren talis 18 & Cchiff thal has besn alded by Bharp cufiing 1o0ds
(aithagigh crude] 10 form Powr caves licats fopbwork &5
mpded 19 fascand Ihe precaniows narrow Bath downward,

U of tha four CEvEeS 18 rathar |!-l'q9 with an archad top
Wan carved B PASSAgEWEY 10 & §BC0NT faom Al tha Eﬂﬂt &l
tha third room, one 10oka from § ledge 1o & girect deop of
150 loat Dalow indg tha Frothy walers of Litthe Hiver, Tha
lourih cave i enlorsd by crawiing. Tha et oo room Ras &
heavy dusting of anchent black amoke

Ascanding ower the sama namow path (o ihe top, ona
may view 1hs site of &h ancien! o whoss rocks have basn
carbed Fway by modern clil! dwallers 1o consiruct thekr
Sumimar hosmas, Tha conbour of 1he solid ground indicales
paeninsiula has been lormad By [he Dansd in tha rhver. Thars
appanrs clear gvidenca ol the remains of & gnelent fort by
the crumbling mocks and old stones thal sEiE remain, 1t
would b @ sale, securs ding place, only ope ﬂulfﬂ a0
B repdad] BENCE only ORE DEISON O BREr BT & 1T

Savaral historians agrea (hat the fors wena bulll batore
the tima of Columbus, A Besd Fell invlo one of the 20 1o
r‘liq;l walls Gl wihen (18 el was Sul dowh ﬂ-l..l-ﬂ- T. 1810, this
337 annual Fings counbed dated the stump 1o be 1482, but
the forl had bean bulll balon IRl dats,

The Mandan Indians of Morth Amercs of light colorsd
akin are said 1o be descended from (he YWalah axpadition.
Thare 15 ong Bl of avidenca that is a rebuilal to the Welah
siory. Thomas Siephens. a Welsh scholar, submitied an
eisay in & conlast in 1E58 that stated Lhe voyage of Madoc
wis conjured up because of jealousy af L

Zella Armatrong. 0 'Who Discoversd Amarica, Stalss

that ancient Roman coins have been found In sevaral PlaCEs
whoda tha Welsh forts wefe construcied, Thers was oo
merce batween Fome and Wales, and the Welshmen wilh
Madoo could have carmied colns of preat sga. During the
Aoman occupation of Waless, Roman colng wars minted,

Tha firsl Spanish explorer 10 ses Alsbama was Alonzo
Alvare: de Pineda when he sailed inlo Mabile Bay in 1518
angd drew @ map of the cDasd a8 he aailed along i The fesg
Spaniah axplorer 1o penairale tha Interior of Alabama woy
Hormandg de Soto

DaSoto shouts 81 one i Menlons, Alabama DeSolo
Falis, DaSaio Paroaay, DeSote Park, caverna, hotsls, movie
houses. The science of archasclogy is now finding
#vidence of remains of Spanish anifacts linking namas and
places aof the rouls Hemando de Solc ook 'Ih!ﬂupl'l
Alabama, Georgia, ihe Carolines, Tennesses Arkansas,
Hl'!!.iﬂlnp'r and Loulsiang.

DaSola, from Castile, Ep.li-ﬂ.hlﬂ gy part of the ]I‘.Iblin-ﬂ.
of Pory with Pizarro, He had relumed 1o Spain a wealthy
hero al 35, He asked parmission from tha king of Spain to
outlit an army for an sxpedition 1o 1he New World in ssarch
of gold. The bleasings of King Charies V of Spain warn
Baslowad upon Rbm A well &3 Litle of Governcr of Cuba, bul
o MandY.
Balors leaving Spain, e outiitied sewsn langs ships and
thraa smadl onas in the spring of 1537 &t the Spanish port of
San Lucas. Tha ships were laden with cargos of oranges,
dataes, hﬁ. salted maeat. rope, kegs of nalle, ingots of non,
and lmiber, His crew Inchedesd bBlacksmiths, carpenisrs,
scribas,  swoid-makers, ahods-makers, priests and sipves
AlsD on board wang hores, pigs for maal and shos lealkhar,
plsal swords, and guns, He resrdibed hindreds of man, Bodh
nch and poor. DeSolo Choes young men for his adwantieng,
Beiil ©orv mmaen, Judn Maleos, had gray hair,

Diarting the ywasr ha spant 1n Cuba, DaSolo sant his Bas)
rLi'riﬂer-"H I saarch ol the basl harbor in Flonioa. A this
EITIG. the gnling souheastan podieon of the UL 5. was calbed

learuda

Pabole kad decided bafore ha bedl Spain thal mstead of
being crugl &8 Re had in Pand, he would pro-offar idondship
Dul eariver agwanturens fad mistrealed tha ndiana, and tHeey
BWOrE Vehgaancn

Harrived in Tampns Bay, Fla, in 1539, He penalratad |/
lang and mel thousends of Indians in batile The ndians
wiene afrasd of DeSoto"s horses; ihey thowght honsoman and
horRe wWare one ANEmal. The Indians’ Emows wele me malch
againal the Spantards” spears. The Spanisrds were crpes! ko
It Indeans and Took them as Slavwen and killed (housands of
iham, but somelimes 1he Indians outwitled them by being
e Clpwsr

Fired by the kst o gold, DeSolo marched northivasd
Eovward thep Ea'riﬂﬂ_nﬂ River and of up inla the Carolinas and
back inio Georgin. Hoe wandered lor five yoars, Many
orouns of Infiansg o iid al the Spanisrds By 1EllEng tham
of goia farthor glong (heir way,

Mo ons yol knows [he exact rovls DeSots took He did
COHmiE Néar alb County because some of his men wiole
about tha Indian chial named Coaa [or whom the Coosa
Rivar and County ana named. Archasslogisls angd scholars
Believe DeSoto's army crossed Sand Mountaln as 1 kall tha
Tennaases Rivar and folliowed the Coosa down 1o 1he

Alabarma Aives. .
O one of these tnaks through Alabama, DeSoto mipl Dhe

sovon (oot tall glant Tascaluza (Tuscakeosa) whi took Rim
jo his wiltage o meel his tather. Cutwardly Iriandly, tha in.
dlans exc n.mgﬁngnltu at Mauvila (Mobibal Tha village had a
hilgh wall; the Sokdiers cam ped outside sxcepd or a Taw who
went within with DeSoto, Al of the saldiers guarriled and a
baatibe slarted, lastk nine Naurs:

A AIToWw Struck ols 88 ha mounbod fis "II:II'H‘ @
stuchk 1o tha thigh bone, He pulled cut the shall and 158 no
are, byl s1o0od tall in his stinupa. The Indisns reinsaled in
side the wooden bulldings of the walled willage, and itha
Spaniardy ast fire fo Mauvila

Estimiies vary & 0 how many Indians disd, bal Mauvila
was desiroyed, DeSoio loal 20 men &nd many wers wound-
od, Hearly all of his horsas, guns, gunpowder, lood and
medicne was desiroyed.

His men wanied 1o returmn o Cuba, but DeSolo’s proud
spiril would nol altow him o retuin homs withoul gold. In

y 1541 gt Mamphis, Tenn,, DeBolo and Ry men wore (]
Hirst Ewrcpaans 1o view the mighty Mississiool

DeSole retumed to the banks of the Mississippl. He
planned o bulld boats with the haip of friendly Indlsns and
o sail aguih, Ha fell il with mataria fever. He had sxhawsted
mimasdl, In the summer of 1543, ha diod; he was 42 years
old

Hir was First burbad by the greal rves, than was mowed bd
a spot B ieal desp in the Mississippl, and his colfin was
slipped 1o thi watory grave. His remaining sokhisns aved-
tually walked and salied until thay cama o Madico Lity.
Bamioo.,

Accodding to John R Swanion, chairman of Presldent
Acosevelt's 1. 5 DeSolo Expedition Commisslon, Desolo
“apgears 1o have traversed Jackson, Marshall and Elowah
countias, but not 1o kave entered Delall thaugh he may
have passed noar Lhe soulhwesierm Cormer al ik

DeSnba’s &rmy did make note of The great natural beauty
ol il mreg, Byt it |a doubiiul ihat ke wont fsar the fElks That
Bl TS Rfma

— Zora Bhay Sirayhorn

Burt-Whitmire
Funeral Home, One.
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The Hitching Post

CROWS' NEST
ANTIQUES

-.lﬁ?ﬂ Eirtsd: Barnisa Crow
R
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MECHANIC
ON DUTY

Lowest Rates
Fireworks
Ammo
Picnic Supplies. Tires

Whatley’s

Store and Service

Sam and Toots Whatley
Day or Night
205/634-4168

Al. Hwy. 117 East
Rt. 1 Box 111

Mentone, AL 35984

SERVICE

e

BATY
LUMBER CO.

Rough and Dressed Lumber

Mentone 634-4141

Jim’s Chevron Station

‘Wea Take Batler Care of Your Gar”’

PHOMNE 635-6272
VALLEY HEAD, AL 35989

Cloudland

Nursery
Rhododendron — Azaleas
Other Shrubs and Trees

Lookout Mountain — Cloudiand, Georgia

PHIL GREEN CHARLES GREEN
(404) B62-2634 (404) 862-2480

<=
Whirlpool
COOPER
APPLIANCE CO.

Box 132
VALLEY HEAD, AL. 35989

“WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL"

JACK COOPER

JIM COOFER Phone 6356874
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