By Charlotte Gentry, Editor

“If someone holds a gun to your
head, try 10 run. Just zig-zag as you
run.” Sandra Padgett was giving an
impromptu lecture on self defense at
her home when | arrived to interview
her. .

The sun porch of the Mentone home
she shares with husband, Ray, had
become something of a salon as visi-
tors came and went to check on her as
she convilesced. (Sandra had broken
her shoulder in a freakish fall just days
carlier.)

Mentone-area artists Lucy Mitchell
and Suzan Buckner were listening  *
attentively. “My last safety tip is, when
you are finished shopping and get into
your car, don't waste time putting on
lipstick or checking your purse,”
Sandra cautions. “Just GO!"

Over the years, Sandra Padgett has
definitely been on the GO. Her rela-
tionship with Mentone began in a very
big way when she and Ray purchased
the run-down Mentone Springs Hotel
in 1981. “I think it was because | was
turning 40 and needed a project,”
Sandra says of the purchase.

Her work to preserve the hotel
brought her in touch with other like-
minded individuals. Sandra remembers
that Groundhog Day in 1982, when
Bruce Bon Fleur invited a group 1o
meet at his restaurant, Cragsmere
Manna, to introduce his concept of a
Mentone preservation association.

“I had never met Bruce before this
meeting. He had his chef (Michael Van
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MAPA & THE GROUNDHOG TURN 30--
An Interview with MAPA Pioneer Sandra Padgett

Sandra Padgett was featured in an
article that appeared in the

Chattanooga Times, 1983.

Minden) make swan-shaped pastries.
We had coffee and tea,” Sandra
remembers. “Bruce had it all laid out. 1
was very impressed.”

She adds, “He was a creative force,
a promoter extraordinaire, a genius. He
could put together a proposal that was
so incredible.”

During that first meeting, attended
by Sandra, Bon Fleur, Dr, Charles
White McGehee and his wife Jean,
Bemise Crow fand others who Sandra
couldn’t recall) the name Mentone
Area Preservation Association (or
MAPA) was adopted, along with the
basic guiding principle to which it
adheres to this day: “To preserve and
protect the heritage . natural environ-

ment, and other unique qualities of life
in the Mentone Area.”

By April of that same year, MAPA
was a fully-organized entity and began
publication of its monthly newsletter,

The Groundhog. The name was chosen,

obviously, because of the group’s con-
ception date. The newsletter was, in
those carly days, a basic 2-page
mimeographed document sent out to
MAPA members to inform them of the
minutes of MAPA meetings and
announcements of upcoming activities.
(Here in our conversation, Amelia
Kirk-Lolli shows up to check on
Sandra’s well-being, She is drawn into

the conversation about “the early days™

and relates how her mother, Mabel
Kirk, was active in the early work of
MAPA. Ameilia is going to be a great
subject for a
Groundhog
article!)

“The
meeting
about the
‘Premier
Groundhog'
newspaper
took place ot
Dr.
McGehee's
house,”
Sandra con-
tinues. “We
argued and argued over the format. He
wanted it to be able to be folded to fit
into mailboxes.”

Sandra assigned the first story. "It
was at least a 3-hour meeting, arguing,

Sandra today.
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we all had different concepts. Dr.
McGehee had expenence. So did Bruce.
The others of us were novices. " (See
this month’s centerfold to see the result-
ing “Premier Issue™ of The Groundhog.)

“Bruce owned Cragsmere and he
came up with a huge vision. We were
very excited and had enough money
from MAPA for the first printing. The
whole town of Mentone was great with
their support. They lined up enthusiasti-
cally to buy ads. Everyone jumped on
the bandwagon. Sharron Baron (owner
of The Gourdie Shop) was great!”

“My daughter calls that peniod of my
life my ‘Mentone Daze,"" Sandra jokes.
“Not only was | trying to restore the
hotel, 1 was working with Bruce on
another publication “The Mountain
View,' still dabbling in selling real estate
in Atlanta and bringing the children with
me on weekends to do the work ™

“Our vision with The Groundhog was
to bring people together. We hoped to
win over the long-historied families and
the newcomers to the area. We knew it
could bring a sense of unity to the com-
munity by honoring regular folks.™

“The 80’s were a very productive
peniod in my life,” she reflects. “I was
kind of full of myself. I was a ‘pushy
old broad.” Ray was in the background,
he was a balancer if things got oo
hairy.”

Sandra sums it up, “Of all that | was
trying to do, I am proudest of the
Groundhog more than anything. The
fact it has survived 30 years is remark-
able!”
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your dues to: MAPA, PO Box 50,
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In case of errors in advertisements,
The Groundhog assumes liability only
for the actual space that is incorrect
in the advertisement.

CALL CHARLOTTE GENTRY AT
256-996-5995 for advertising.
Letters to the editor are welcome,
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Join MAPA today!

Help us preserve

Mentone’s history
and impact its future.

Just $10/year individual
$15 for a couple
MAPA, PO Box 50
, ---Mentone, AL 35984

From the Editor

The month of January was a surprisingly warm one here in the mountains. We
saw the daffodils begin to bloom and heard the frogs warming up their vocal s for
their anticipated spring concerts. The rain seemed, at times, determined to keep
our driveways and parking lots a constant mud hole and swelled the creeks,
streams and nivers to a wonderfully-rushing torrent.

It seems rather strange to find myself, yet again, sitting on my porch without
the need for a jacket, warming my face in the sun, and enjoying watching the
grandkids play in the woods. They've been busily building another “secret hide-
out."(Of course, it is very visible because of the gaudy blue tarp they've managed
to hang from the fallen trees.) What a great place to live!

This month’s celebration of MAPA and The Groundhog's 30™ birthday had me
poring through old copies of The Groundhog with the intent of writing a synopsis
of those 30 years of stories, people and events. Reading the writings of the talent-
ed editors and contributors throughout those years made me realize, again, how
blessed Mentone has been to have such a publication to record its history.

It also made me realize it would be nigh on impossible, if I did it justice, to
get all this wonderful history into one issue. After all, it took 30 years and many
writers to get us where we aré today. So, rather than trying to stuff it all into this
issue, we will run a series of articles about the paper itself and about those who
kept it alive for 30 years.

Thanks to MAPA members and several talented writers in the area, we have
some fresh, new articles and poems in this month’s Groundhog . It's a nice bal-
ance to have the historical and the new in this birthday issue. Thanks to you, our
readers and advertisers, we will continue to bring you the “Neighborly News
from the Heart of Lookout Mountain

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAPA!

C.

19y

-Letters To the Editor

Dear Editor,

In the past, someone or some
organization in Mentone arranged
for electronics recycling at City Hall.
Could you see about doing that
again?

Much appreciate any effort you
can make to see about this.

Thanks again,
Barbara Lieu
Menlo, GA

Excerpted from September
1983 editorial;

“The Groundhog is an
unusual venture in journalism. It

is not a newspaper, not a mag-
azine not a newsletter. Itisa |
publication. It is naturally
impossible for us to cover those
news items which a daily or
weekly newspaper feature. Our
task is to summarize, to devel- |
op features unique to our area
and to MAPA's principles, and
to the community interest.

"While comments to this
point have been largely favor-
able, we weicome
for improvement, for special
features, and for broadening
our scope.”

Charles White McGehee, Editor

Chuck is at it again!

W. Chuck Groundhog (our stuffed animal mascot) has been
getting restless (he always does when Groundhog Day comes
around!). So, we've got him out of his den and have hidden
him somewhere in the Mentone area. Look for 10 clues hidden
within our ads to help you find Chuck’s hiding place. If you find
Chuck, bring him home to us and you'll win a prize. And, we'll
take your picture and run it in next month's issue of The
Groundhog.

(If you find Chuck, bring him by the Mentone Realty office dur-
ing regular office hours, or call (256)996-5995 to make
arrangements for his return. Thanks!)

This month's prize is a $20.00 gift certificate from

The Wildflower Café in Mentone. Good luck!
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*MOUNTAIN HAVEN." Down a private,
wi lane, the o woods, you'si
find this charming, fullyfumished, one-
fevel cabin homo on 15+ acres.
38R/28A, approx 1800 sq i fromt &
back porches (screened on backl)

w/ploasant view of rmgroon lao,
Beautiful, stone WB Fpl; pine floors &
cellings. Storne work along dive, foun-
& walkway, Mentone,
(PLS#21688;

THE LARIMORE HOUSE, on the Nobtonal
Register & one of the few remaining carly
Dokald homes, Foel the history in s
hanccrafiad CoOr. wiavy window glass,
wollworn heartpinge floors; massive
stone fireplace in the kachen (ome of
sixl); the smokehouse w/its handcarved
4 pegs; servant's quarters w/stone fropt
In the middie of the ROor, Artesian speng
well. Creek on proporty. Just listed for
} $159.900, (PLS#21 788 ML S#586683)

STATELY MOUNTAIN MANOR on East Lookout Brow, Entertain in luxu
ry with panoramic views from every room. Featuring vaulted ceilings,
stone fireplace, all new Kitchen w/granite, large dining, covered stong
porch on Brow, carport/pavilion and basement. Storm shelter &
screened porch. This home has Rt all. Sauated on 3.44 ac. Prime brow
| that adjoins over 1,000 acres in conservation, heiping insure a lifetime
of privacy & preservation. This approximately 3400 sq ft, 3BR/3BA
home is well od with amblance. Reasonably
priced at $599,000. (PLS#21789; MLS#882781)

& n
2BR

uvenate in this 1450
ny/residence.
floor plan, parch, hot 1w,

oo w/open bebm trusses, stone
Fpi  w/Buck Insert,

fr,
n

e

. »

MM«IMM

Bill Wise um
REALTOR® Assoc. REALTOR® Assoc.

mmosn mmru 256-2734487

www.mentonerealty.co

Mo
ig\ Office: (256) 634-4767

SPACIOUS LOG CABIN. From the huge
siong fireplace 10 the rich, warm wood
in the great room, you recognize the
quality construction " & attention to
detall, and you know this is one special
cabin! Dandel Boone Jjog cobin
w/up@rades, 26R/2BA. Fabulous wrap-
around porch, Unf full basement offers
future bonus sgaoo for workshop & Iiv
ing arca w/bat Youv own cabin in the
mountains!

(PLS#20723; MLS 644383;

THE OLD BRUCE HOUSE, one of the
few remaining early Mentone Sumimer

homes! Twostory fGrame cotage
w/heart pine walls, cellings & floors,
Stone, woodburning Fpl Mtted w/gas
logs. The well bucket & wndiass on
back screened porch is stll opers
tional! Breathe new life into this oneof-
akind classic, In the heart of Mentone,
behind the Mentone Inn, $137.500,
(PLS#21463; MLS#913251)

$220,000 ed

com

IT'S WHAT A MOUNTAIN cnm
SHOULD BE. Planty of rustic charm,
plo of eye al, plenty of woce!
5Q ft. 3BR/28A cabin built
w/n'osttykxal woods, Cecar cabmetry,
cedardned closets; peoeled pine rak
Ings/spindies on stavcase & lof pine
siab siding. Metal roof, 3/4 wrap
around porch & oock, vaulted great
room w/stone, WB Fpl. 1.S5acre wood
ot Mentone.  $179,900.
(PLS#21677; MLS#379991)

THE JAMES PLACE with over 185" of teow
view & 1.46 ac, this 4BR/2.58A cottage is
worth considering. The cottage is OX now,

bt with Upgrades it coukd be & WOW brow Meat

front home for far less than comparatiy
sized Drow propertios. Fabulous sunsets! 2-
stone & ongated entry. Less than a mile
from downtown Mentone, Resicence,
mtreat of rertall $275,0000 (PLS#21259;
MLS#580676)

. “; )

a crowd. $299,000 (PLS#20999; MLS#E55876)

DTy 1 'S

oot Hoaer oo

Welcome To
Mentone

HAPPY
30th BIRTHDAY
to MAPA and
The Groundhog!

LOTS and LAND

JUST UISTED! RIVERFRONT LOT w/over
270 frootage, West Fork Live ém

3.01 acres "3”

|PLSO21805

the

8 & seren
(PLS#21672; |
REDUCED! 4.42.ACRE LOT W/CREEK. |
aceful, abundam |
14
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BIRTHPAYS ANP
ANNIVERSARIES

FEBRUARY

Birthdays

1 -~ Tammy Kirby, Fontana Stinson, Rindy Flannigan
2 - Kevin Nelson, George Walker (in memory)

3 ~ Susan Van Apeldom
4 — Alex Hazell, Jamie Cameron, Zeb Kincer, Loree
Brownfield, Sophia Blair

5 — Cameron Collins, Dorothy Bridges, Jamie Blair
6 - Felicia Key, Maxine Baty

7 - Jordan Sutton, Carley Verdon, Haley Stinson

8 — Jimmy Hester, Sarash Campbell

9 — Cayden Collins, Jonathan Gentry, Willie B.
Langston (in memory)

10 = David Gilbreath

11 ~ Shinice Smith, Cayla Voils, Cayla Wigley

12 - Bubby Browder

13 - Donis Martin Battles

14 — Sue Key Goodridge (98 years young!), Ashelyn
Watson, Taylor Poff, William Teague

16 — Janis J. Carter, Sharron Baron

17 - Fay Langston (in memory)

18 ~ Kaleb McMunn, Gail Cnder

19 — Jewel Cochran

20 ~ Joan Byrum

22 ~ Isanc Akes, Justin Langston, Corey Blalock

24 — Susan Collins, Tom Emory, Payton Day

25 - Austin Jones, Dorothy Cyr, William A. Beasley
26 — Margie Coots

27 - Livvy Griffith, David Hilbard

28 — Frances Gilbreath, Elizabeth Perry, Ethan Bailey

Anniversaries

4 - Willie B. & Fay Langston (in memory)

8 ~ Dave & Yvonne Blalock

[4 - Mr. & Mrs. Huey Matthews

16 — Nelson & Cynthia Kerby

22 - Andy & Susan Akes, Kathy & Dick Casler
24 - Ed & Gerry Disney

28 - George & Harriett Lillich

FEBRUARY

CONMDUNLEYACALENDAR:

MOON LAXE PTO MEETING, Feb 7, 6:00 pm, in the gym. 4th Grade ciass will present a Valentine/President’s Day program.
TUESDAY PANCAKE SU Feb 21,6 pm, SL 's Episcopal Church in Mentane. Tickets avaifable from church mem-
; o m%.mmmm

SHROVE :
wmsm.mmmwm:mmmmm with 3 said Elcharist at 6 pm, pancake supper fol-

lows in parish hall. Good food, liowship for all.

BOOKS FOR THE TROOPS collection sites Moon Laks Public Libeary, Mentons; in Ft amsfm%mmmm.ww
Post, St Philip's Episcopal Church, and Region's Bank main branch F%flyhoce immm%m&m( 1254-0899

a‘agmmmou OF POPS, Feb 11, 2-4 pm, DeKalb Theater in Ft Payne, featuring Loree Brownfield of Mentone along with Hugh Jack Bell
more.

I T A SO AT 01,111 S Gyt S
t Ner h I \| ! |
s Advocacy Conies (2058478700 -

WATERFALL TOUR at DeSoto State Park, Feb 11 & March 10. 10 am-4 pm. Hiking thr DSP. See DeSoto’s watertalls, big & small
tosiralls.mams&mm.Mowmmaln.maDSPMuecm néod fo | Store), Bring ck w/iwaler, snacks.
omfortable clothes/shoes a must. Not recommendzd for children under 10. Free. Registration . but not required. (256)997-5025

GROWIN' UP WILD: Un-Natural Traél Hike, Feb 25, 11 am-Noon. Join Little River Center staff & volunteers for fun nature and ant
programs for Pre-school-age children. LRC Cantae No tee. Pre-registration encouraged. (256)782-5697.

RIVER RHYTHMS: Un-natural Trai! Hike (Advanced) Feb 25, 1-2% Join Little River Canyon Center staif & voluntesrs for this family-
friendly. fun, hiking adventure. No fee. Pre-segistration encouraged. (256)782-5697

BOY SCOUT TROOP 106 ANNUAL VAN DINNER Fet 12, Noon 1ill 2 pm. Al the Boy Scout Hut, Mentone. Proceeds go 1o upkeep of
troop van. Donatsons taken for dinners. *

MENTONE FARMERS MARKET is open year-round. On the Square next to Mentong fnn. Wednesdays 2-5 pm; Saturdays 10 am-1 pm (win-
§e.' h,(')u:o magf(J \;ar'y) Locally-grown & hand-made Hems, Jellies, jars, preserves, local hongy and firewood. Pre-order availabie! Buy fresh, buy
ocal! 1S good foc 3l of us!

SENIOR LUNCHES & the MERF House, Mentone, Wednesdays & 11:30 am. From February 158 until April 188, For more indo ot to help
contact Sarah Wilcox (256)634-4673

DEKALB CO DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CLUB mesets avery 3rd Thursday of the month &t Ryan's in Ft Payne. Dutch treat danner 600 pm.,
meeting baging at 7.00 p.m. More info contact  Angela Morgan ?5'5'-845'31&5'

GREEN & GREY SATURDAYS, 2nd Sat each month. 10 am. Litle River Canyon Canter Presentad by Natlonal Park Service Topics
include climate change, racycling, energy consarvation, eco-garoening, axmtic plants, native ndscaping and more! Free! Mors info
(256)345-8548

FREE SQUARE DANCE_L_ESCSQJQS offared most Thirscays, 5:30 pm. -2t Tom Bevill Center in Rainsvilke by Duns and Solos Dance Club
Al

v

For more information [256)6 3

DEKALB QUILTERS mese! svery 4th Tuesday, 9:30 am, Second Baptist Church in Al Payr

FREE BRIDGE LESSONS are laught sach Thursday fom 1-3 p.m. at the Fort Payne Senior Center. Call 255-345-8550

SPAY AND NEUTER ASSISTANCE for dogs and cats is availabla thwougn the DeKaib County Humane Society. Call 256-845-9463

FREE BASIC COMPUTER and Internet classes for adults are baing held at DeKalo Coonty Public Libeary. Call 256-630-2769 to schedule
2N APPCINIMENS

NORTH ALABAMA COIN CLUB, Mests Mondays & Mi Casita’s in Fort Payne trom 5 pm - 8 pm (256) 530-3201. Visitors always welcome
NAConClub&charter.nel
THE LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN KNITTERS are ready to Knit 'n' Gab Thursday momings, 10:00, at the MERF Communily House behind Moon

Lake Schoot in Mertone. i you want 10 learn, join us, we'll teach you. If you only o YU can join us, %00, We have fun¥ For more infor-
mation contact Beth Holt at {256) 390-9780

DESOTO'S GPS QUEST game. Ongoing. Check out www Alapark com/desotoresort website and get info the spirit of Hemando DeSoto's
expedition! Explore the wilds of DeSoto Park on a hide-and-seek quest using GPS 1o find markers located throughout the Find the
mkersm and pecord the befier on your scorecard. Once completed, visit this webisile and enter the correct letiers 10 print your certi of com-

DESOTO RESCUE SQUAD meets the 1st Saturday of the month af Sam at the MERF house in Mentone.

¥ you have announcenments for the Bulietin Board, please emai them lo:
com; kax fo or drop them by the Mentone Realty office.
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The Sunday moming services at Winston
Memorial Church are held at
9AM each Sunday, except no sarvices on Sth
Sunday. Rev. Jerry Davis and Rev. LA, Smith
aro altormate speakers for these services.

The Valley Head Baptist Church invites you
10 attend Sunday School at 10AM; Worship

Sarvice at 11AM; Sunday Evening Worship at L

6PM; Midweek Service (Wadnasday) at 6PM;
Women on Mission meet at 1PM the second
Tuesday of each month at differant homes.
Everyone is weicome 10 come.

Lea's Chapei Baptist Church weicomes you
to worship with us. 10AM Sunday Bible
Study, HAMMwmgWonhip 6PM Evening

Worship. Wednesday 6-8PM Awana (ages 4
10 18); BQOPMPmemeyarm
Located at 4212 County Road 751, Valley
Head. 635-1001.

Visitors are always weicome at the Valley
Head United Methodist Church. Please join
us each Sunday moming for & tradional woe-
ship service at 9AM.

Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Mentone Chapter, is currently holding ser-
vices in the Woodmen of the World Hall in
Valley Hoad. AN are invited to attend! Sabbath
School and Song secvice: 9:30-10:45 AM,
Worship Service 11:00-12:15, Pastor- Wilbur
Atwood; Lay Pastors - James Hartley and
Ryan Bunnel,

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on
N. Gault Avenue in Fort Payne holds Mass
Setvices at 10AM each Sunday-English;
1PM-Sparish 6PM-English; Tuesday 6PM-
English; Wednesday 4:30PM-Spanish;
Thursday 6:30AM-English; Friday 9AM-
English,

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 1519
Smith Gap Road (County Road 85), Fort
Payne. Regular Worship Services are at
10AM Sunday. Bible class or Lent/Advent
services every Wednesday at 6:30PM. Steve
Schrader, Pastor - 8454314, Everyone wel-
come.

Wainut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway
11 North of Fort Payne, welcomes everyone
at Sunday School at 10AM, Worship Service
at 11AM, Wednesday night youth meeting at

wwwmsaaymgmpmyermm
at 6:30PM.

The Fort Payne Christian Center and
Pastors Ken and Elaine Hollman invite every-

one 10 join in Worship on Sunday at 10 AM,

AR IR Lt e W

U S LR

Wednesday evening at 6PM, God Bless you, Church Services 10AM (11AM GA time); and

Church (PCA), 5760

Menlo Church of Christ invites you to attend
the 10- and-11AM secvices and avening ser-
vices are at 7-and-9PM. Vistors are always

10AM; WormpsoMoaatHAMSmday
avening at 6°PM, and Wednesday evening at
M.

DeSoto Church of Christ invites you o
attend Sunday Bible Study at 10AM, Worship
at 11AM. Wednesday Bible study at 5PM.

Howard’s Chapel (Church in the Rock) has

Come by any time to pray and give thanks.
Open 24 hours every day. Sunday service is
at 10:30AM,

Mentone Unlited Methodist Church, 415
Cutler Avenue, Mentone, Alabama invites
1o come and worship with us, Each
wmm&n"mxm
a

Alpine - '
Menilo, GA. Pastor and Rev. Tommy Pladger

SumySdlool QAM(!OAMGAﬁmo)

P VN s N A e

Sunday night services 5PM (6PM GA time).

Summit Church of God invites you 10 be in
sefvice. Sunday moming 10:45 a.m,, Sunday

night 5:00 p.m., Wed. Bible study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lance Kincar invites everyone.
Surmmit Church of God wil be renting spaces
for Worlds Longest Yard Sale in Aug. $10.00

a day. For info, call 265-634-4418

R e e L L Ry

Mentone Church of God of Prophecy reg-
ular sarvice times are Sunday Schoot at
10AM, with worship at 11AM. Evening ser-

vices begin at 5:30 on Sunday and 6 on

one 10 attend.

Mentone Community Church, 90
Summenrville Rd., Mentone, AL 35984
Sunday Services: Sunday School SAM - all
ages: Sunday Sarvice 10:30AM; Bible Study
Wednesday 6:00PM; Youth Services 7:.00PM
Sunday and 6:30PM Wednesday (Meet at
Mentone Revival Centar Bidg.).
Pastor Fred Johns

Cloudiand Presbyterian Church welcomes

everyone to come join us for senvices, with

Pastor Roger Kvam. Bible Study Sunday at
9:00 a.m (0.5.L) and Worship at 1000 am
(est)

Since 1889 worshippers have gathered at the

at 300 Grand Avanue North in Downtown Fort
Payne. We invite you o join us for worship
this Sunday at 10:55 AM. 256-845-2915

New Oregon United Methodist Church,
located off DeSoto Parkway, would like 10
invite you 1o their services. Sunday School for
all ages 9:45; Traditional

New Oregon Dr, Ft Payne AL 35967. Phone
(256)845-7448.

The Church of God 7th Day in
Hammondville located just off Hwy. 11 N at
comer of Hwy. 117 and Palmer Road. |
Sabbath School Classes at 9:30 AM and
Worship Service at 11:00 AM. Visitors are
always weicome,

Pray For Our
Neighbors

| saw a bumper sticker recently
which said “The school is lile. The
lesson is love.™ Lilg is indeed a
school, and it doesn’t have 1o be the
*school of hard knocks,” as some would
have il. Far batter that life be a school
where loving kindness and compassion
are the constant lesson. Again and again
throughout the Bible the centrality of
love is preached. Consider 1 John 4:8,
where we are told that *Whoever does

‘The Word Is Love

‘Dear Iriends, since God so
foved us, we also ought fo
fove one another. No one

has ever seen God: but if

we love one anothes, God

lives in us and His love is
made compiete in us.*

Taoha 41112

not love does not know God, because
God is love.” The Biblé is an epic saga
of God's love for humanity (and the res!
of creation) despite man's lendency to
lurn away from God and not appreciate
the wondrous bounty of God’s fove
Perhaps we should consider how we
might live a life devoled o love, and
how our thoughts, words, and actions,
might reflect thal divine love always and
unconditionally.

b WA IR by g b

-
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FROM THE GROUNDHOG ARCHIVES —
SEPTI-ZMBBR 1983

(Editor’s Note: We thought new readers
(and old) to the Groundhog might like to
get to know Linda Brown, regular contrib-
utor to our pages with “Libs from the
Library" and *' Rhododendron Garden Club
News,” and other articles. Linda was the

cover story for the Sept, 1983 Groundhog.)

Linda Brown:
An Example For Us All

No organi-
zation in the
Mentone arca
has yet estab-
lished the
annual title
and honor
which is usu-
ally designat-
ed “Woman
of the Year”
If there were
such a desig-
o nation, there

is little doubt
that a fore-
most nomince
would be Linda Brown.

Her various activities, her capacix 10
budget her time, her ability to get things
done are mind-boggling to those who say
there are just not enough hours in the day
to get everything done. Yet she scu. them
done, with a quiet effictency and an
obvious thoroughness.

Linda was bom in Adamsburg, attend-
ing elementary’school there. Her family,
the Cochrans, moved to Valley Head.
After graduating from Valley Head High
School, she attended Northeast Alabama
State Junior College.

She became a Mentone citizen by virtue
of marryimng into one of its prominent
families. Her husband is C. Robernt
“Bobby™ Brown, who holds the highly
responsible position of Supervisor of
Maintenance and Opcm(iuns for the Sand
Mountain Electric Coopemtive.

They are parents of three children, all
of whom are now grown and live in the
Mentone area: Gayle, Charles and Carol,

Linda is justifiably proud of the
progress of the Crafts Festival. “Every
year it has improved,” she says. “We
plan to continue the fair as long as there
Is interest in arts and crafts. We started at
a good time. There is competition from
many other similar projects, But we think
our steadily i ing quality will cause
us to survive a long time.”

Most of all she has good feelings about
the manner in which the entire communi-
ty is participating in the Crafts Festival,

“Just about every organization in town is
involved in some way.” When asked
about the greatest needs for this annual
event, she instantly

said, “More parking space. We've got to
work this out. We're restricted 1o some
extent until the parking situation is

i ved. As for the space for
exhibitors, we cleared some additional
space at the park this year, and we have
permission from one of the propernty
owners to allow us to see some extra

space.”
%e Groundhog interviewer then turned
to Linda Brown's views about her home

town. How would she like Mentone to be*

in 25 years?

“Basically the same - the same friendli-
ness with which people help each other,
I'd like 10 see the old buildings restored,
and our concept of outdoor living main-
tained. I don’t want to see a rat race.”

Are you afraid we will become another
Gatlinburg or Helen, Georgia?

“I have no fears about that. A main rea-
son is that lack of land prevents abnor-
mal growth. In downtown Mentone there
is just not enough land that could be pur-
chased for abnormal expansion. It's a lit-
tle different further down the highway,
but I'm not worried about that.”

What do vou think we need most?

“We are growing. There's no doubt
about that. So far, I think, it has been &
good growth, But because of growth we
definitely need to improve our police
protection, water department, and the
condition of our streets. We just need
better facilities to take care of our peo-
ple.”

“There are really no recreational facili-
ties for our young people. They just have
no place to go, nothing really to do with
their spare tume, Something needs to be
done about this - with some Kind of com-
mumity center, 'iﬂn)'gm_und facilitics.
There also needs 1o be someplace down-
town where retired men can gather, play
checkers and talk, particularly in the win-
ter.” -

What do you like best about
Mentone?

There was no hesitancy about
her reply. “The basic goodness
of the people - especially those
who have always lived here.
They are friendly, helpful, and
they respect your privacy. We
have our dy:'rences, like those
of any big family. But the peo-
ple are good and that's what
makes the town good.”

LIBS FROM THE LIBRARY

you can take a trip to the 200, find Nemo,
walch wikd lions in Africa, or 1ake a trip to the
Grand Canyon and ride the donkeys. You can
go to the moon and back. You can solve
crimes faster than they can be commitied. You
can travel across the country in a covered
wagon. You can travel through the galaxy on a
starship or venture deep into the earth in
search of the meaning of a special ring. There
is nothing you cannot do.

Where does this al start? Come and vist
the Moon Lake Community Library and begin
your adventures. We have books on every
subject. You may have received one of those
electronic readers for a Christimas present.

| did, but | have already discovered that |
want a book %o hoid in my hand.

A book where | can use my collection of
pretty bookmarks and open the pages when |
get ready 1o read.

The litrary has a very large collection of
DVD's. (Don? tell anyona that | said this, but |
heard that @ may have, The Help .) Stop by the
nexd Sime you are out and about and check out
some of these wonderiul lems. You can stay
and read or visit with your neighbors on
Tuesday and Thursday from 3 PM until 5 PM
and you can go on Saturday from 9 am untl
12 noon.

You can probably 1edl from the cover of this
Groundhog that we are coletraling a milestone
birthday of MAPA. and the Groundhog pubii-
cation

We have a compiete collection of
Groundhogs in the library! Charles White
McGehee was the first editor and his widow,

Jean, gave us these when she left Mentone to
ive with her son. These cannot be carried out
L e L

you can copy
mmm.mmbzm
with as the copler is getting old
and tred and needs TLC which Bevery is able
o give it There are four big boxes of these so
plan a block of time 10 look at them. Recently,
| looked at the oldest box and found that each
one brought back so many memones. At one
time the editor honored one person of the
community with a front page article and a
rather large picture. at these was truly
a bittersweet moment for me. So many of
them have passed but | remember the good
times | had with them, most of the time.

The Moon Lake Community Library is in
one side of the Moon Lake Elementary School -
Library bullding. This is on the right just past
the Moon Lake Baptist Church if you are head-
ed east on Alabama 117. Risthe
only building of the school that faces the high-

way.

Come and visit with us any time. During
what we call, "open hours” the ibrary will have
Beverly Ashley, librarian, and a volunteer on
duty. The voluntear has been trained 10 help
you and anything they don know how 1o do or
find, Beverly does. You will be greeted with a
smie and a "Hello, how can we help you?*
You are welcome 10 stay ten minutes or the full
three hours. You can check out books, read
books while there, check out a DVD, look &
our extensive collection of Mentone area hislo-
ry or just visit

I you have young children, you can peruse
the "school side” books and check them out.
Books may be kept for two weeks before a fine
of ten cents per day is levied. DVD's may be
kept for one week and the fine is a dollar per
day when overdue, ALWAYS, you can avoid
any fi by using the outside drop box. Come
and see us. To keep our library we nead to
continue 10 usa &, tha mora the better!!

You may write to us at: Moon Lake
Library, PO Box 481, Mentone,
AL 35984. To be on the agenda for a meet-
ing call Jan Wilkinson, 256-845-5048.

The Gourdie Shop & Boutique
ONE-OF-A-KIND
CLOTHING & JEWELRY

6089 Hwy 117 Mentone

Houdinl's most tamous trick

Q gl 156-634-4776
o JEERA® Vit Us Ovine at www ourdies o
~ Open Fri-Sat-Son
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The Special Dress

By Patricia Shavers

As a little child my parents dropped me off at Grandma’s house on their way to
work. From time to time | amived in my pajamas. Grandma took this as an oppor-
tunity to give me a treat. She would hoist me onto the couch and open the Sears
and Roebuck catalog. Flipping the pages we'd come to the pictures of the little
girls’ dresses, surveying them one by one, allowing me to pick out my favorite.

Next-she ruffled through her little stack of fabric, fabric that in a former life
was a flour sack, She pressed the cho-
sen cloth smoothly on her wooden
legged ironing board. Then the cut-
ting began, scissors clicking, cutting
out odd shapes and sizes, none that
jooked a1 all like a dress 1o me

Off we'd go to her bedroom where
the Singer sewing machine lived. It
was a formidable black contraption 1o
my curious eyes. There was much to
be done in preparation before the
sewing machine was ready 1o go. The
proper colored thread must be found
from the thread basker, the maze of
loops and holes navigated to feed the
creature and & bobbin to be filled. As
she guided the fabric through the teeth
of the machine, | danced to the
thythms of the click clack click made
by the pumping of the treadle. Zip,
zap and presto a garment took shape.

Then came my part. 1 was to stand
as still as a statue while she held the
sewn pieces up to my hiutle body. A
nip. a tuck and then it was slipped
over my head, | was to tum ever so
slowly as she pinned up the hem,

One special time | chose a dress that had a lace yoke, 1 did not know the differ-
ence between lace and any other fabric, 1 just knew the little dress was 5o pretty,
the prettiest dress in the world to my childlike eyes, Grandma studied my request,
She went into her bedroom, opened the closet Joor and on her tiptoes pulled o
very thin box from the top of the closet. It was not even an inch thick and it had a
small shiny pink ribbon around it. | wondered what was inside. Then she slid the
ribbon off and opened the box. There inside was a beautiful lace handkerchief
She took it out and the wonder began as she used the delicate lace handkerchief
for the yoke of mv ...

Istill trer ¢ the worn and faded picture of me in my special dress, my face
beaming with pride, feeling like a princess. But more importantly 1 treasure the
memory of the woman who made the dress, every stitch sewn with love, enough
love to last for a lifetime.

The authm and her Imle slster Anue
on their Grandma's porch.

Serving Northeast Alabama for Over 50 Years!

877-272-1451

BUILDERS SUPPLY CO, INC.

“Quality & Service You Can Build On™

Fort Payne Sylvania
(256) 845-1451 (256) 638-2244

www. bsupplv.net

Andersen %4

In-Houne | acioey Canalied Toclhwugian Concrete Blocks
Pallets & Crules

Rool and Floor Trusses
Paint, Plumbing & Electrical

Installed Insulation
Window and Screen Repair
Lumber and Building Muterials
Custom Closet Design and Installation

The word was
E-C-0-S-Y-S-T-E-M,

spelled correctly by Zoe Lovechio of
Mentone, to win the DeKalb County
Spelling Bee held in January.

For the second year in a
row, Zoe spelied her way to
becoming DeKalb’s spelling
champ. She will next com-
pete for the state title at
the Alabama Spelling Bee
to be held at Oak
Mountain High School in
Hoover on March 10 at
12:00 noon.

Zoe is a 7th Grader In
Fort Payne Middle
School and a 2011 grad-
uate of Moon Lake
Elementary School at
Mentone. She is the
daughter of Ben Keener and
L.C. Moon of Mentone.

(submitted photo)

Congratulations Zoe!

M Rosmc Highbcld & &uaff
. ot Weson Fencral Home
3801 Gt Ave. N, Fort Peyne

Dusincss Line
56-8459130

C .all T\dav To Dascusa &
\mmnw(- -
uf\-mlh.mArerYnd:\j -

Qo linc Olnluun:' e wilsoalhinc con \.\wm To Motana Lows -

Reo warprege- - 3 RN A S TR

Fort Paync, Alabama § ©
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MENTONE MATTERS—
By Mayor Rob I-lammond =

The last several years have ,-:
been difficult financially for every-
one—including the town. We have
cut back as much as possible.
The municipal court has been
abolished (this does not have to
be permanent) and cases are
heard in district court with no cost
to the town. We no longer pay a
zoning administrator and our clerk
Wilma Fletcher is temporarily the
acting administrator. We no longer
employ a cleaning service for town
hall—the police chief and town
clerk have assumed those duties,
Over the last couple of years we
have had to get a loan on more
than one occasion to make payroll
and pay bills. The council voted to
raise the sales tax and lodging tax
by 1%. This brings us in line with
neighboring municipalities in the
county. In addition Wilma has
been diligent in making sure privi-
lege licenses are being paid.
Currently we have paid off our
notes and are operaling with a Iit-

regular. sehe

keep our pol:qe officers-on their" =
s¢hedules. "However. no}
town employeeés (police officers

. and clerk) have received a raise

since 2008, Public safety remaing.
our number one priority.

Last week | checked on the sta-
tus of the bridge with ALDOT
Division engineer Johnny Harris.
The Federal Highway
Administration had asked the state
to address comments after the
state's second environmental and
historical review. That document
is now being reviewed by the
FHWA. After the review is com-
pleted the project can move for-
ward.

| also spoke with ALDOT district
engineer Curtis Lowe about repairs
on the rock wall and removal of
fallen trees on 117. Some trees
have been removed but additional
equipment will have to be bor-
rowed from another district to com-
plete the job. Mr. Lowe has had
initial talks with a contractor about
repairing the wall

Mentone applied for and
received a matching grant for a

Cloudmont “*

>if Resor

‘llll“l

(71

o

Shady Grove Dude IRanach

Buying, Selling, Just Looklng7

Relax, let me show you the way
to a perfect home.

“The Natural Choce”

www.mentonerealty.com
Office: (256) 634-4767

Larry
Assoc. REALTOR*
2566358750

+ tle cushion.- We have bean‘abla*&o ~tornado warning siren .. We would
- ke to/thagik oue pariners in this ;'

z Project, MAPA was'T
the town's portion of the male ihg

* funds and Moon Lake Baptist
- Church provided the location and

the electricity for the siren.

The town has received a grant
to build a website. The site will
contain a section for visitors and
an official section for the town.
We will have links to local busi-
nesses and attractions as well as
to DeKalb tourism and Alabama
tourism sites.

Tourism remains vital to DeKalb
County and the Mentone area.
John Dersham, director of DeKalb
Tourism, is doing an outstanding
job in promoting our area
(swww. Discoverl ookoutMountain.com).
Mentone is well represented on
the DeKalb Tourism Board. In
addition to myself, Dr. Bill Berry is
serving and Ken Thomas,
Superintendent of DeSoto State
Park is the board president for
2012, Kayla Worthey of Mentone
works at the visitor center for
DeKalb Tourism full time

You’ve Tried
The Rest...
Now Try The

BEST!

GIBSON
EXPERT
TREE

180G JNOA MOJ ‘MD) 'MOH

SERVICE L.Lc.

256-634-4809

Licensed & Insured
30 Years Experience

Professional Climber
Call Mark Gibson
The Tree Guy

Email: treeguvmark@aol com

)"

VHuap 117 Bowatown Mentone
" Aovass from Mentone Mavkel”
(256)634-3076 on 256-634-9030

Museum-quality Incan arts,
crafts & textiles

Owner: Catharina Collings
Hours: Saturday 10 am-4 pm
Sanday 12 noon-4 pm
or by appointment

www.artisansincaconnection.com

Alternative Therapies
for Natural Health

Donna Sutton (LMT#95)

(256) 634-3032

AL Hwy 117 * Mentone, AL 35984
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6090 &17. 8.
Lookout Mountain Parkway
Mentone, AL 35584

Chelsea
Realtor®

LOOKO

Screencd W’ cabin  overtoo
e, Much moce! $585.000 (19355)

NICELY WOODED 5 ACRES ¢

DeSoto Parkway with Stream,

Can be Residential
ial. Land has oid

Possibiiities  are
$100,000 (19419)

. T, & Py -
G
- il o

WALTONS MILL SITE PROPERTY, Bacs 17,15 ACRES with Wost BrowINICE WOODED LOT WITH|PRISTINE 25 ACRES on the|NCE LEVEL & WOOOED LOT locuted [T

the ol wr, there =0 & st il loc

On T aat fork vt site. A unigue DrOD
erty with 500 & on $w waler, 2 B
shes, ooy aCoss 10 the wiler, e MOCH
overaryg 0 Bt ek bottorn for oo
floating downy e thet, A e Gem, 1
aoros. REOUCED TO $17%.000 20451

Wioff Co. Rd. 628, Mentone. Two)

dbetween DeSoto Park and

$145,000 (21411)

- -

from Cloudmomt Resort

a rental, $20.000, (21086)

WL,

U

s an artist croam of 8 PO |y, ooy on 6 ocres, next to Cloudmont Resort. Both cabins are cue

. Unique decor and even a sep

ate artis! siucio are part of thejrently on a rental program. Above the Clouds s 20r/Ibt with
sl qualties that o with the lyiechen /dining combo, and large crawtspace that can be made into a

BR/2BA, w/FP, covered porches
0 double decks

&
- .
ANy

Sunset view, Great location|/STREAM kocated in Crestine ParklEast Fork Littie River. overCrestine Pas Subdvision. At GownDownto
Subdnision. Just down 1he roadil 000 Rt of river frontage,
and{Ropids, natural pools,
Mentone. Partial drive, Countyln coro State Pack. Build yourfcanoeing.
water available. Great price|sentone cabin for yourseif or useldream home in this naturallasnt Pricee 1o sell & $25.000. jposc

setting. $295.000 (19136) 3

(21087

 Privatedy iocat basament. The Hideout is 20r/1.50t with open ficor plan and small
on 6 acres. $255,000 (20453) lioft. Lots of amenities in both cobins. $249,000 (21433}

Office: 256-634-4672
| T Cell: 256-997-8138
Fax: 256-634-4702
. .

- Toll Free
1-888-2561276

website:
LookoutMountainProperties.com

‘EN

s #

MEADOW RUE CHAPEL, o
Mantoow, Lush ndscap

oad from Cloudment Resort and
g Heavenly ordained Chapel, Glas:
ﬁshmg DeSoto State Park, Build your Mentone »
‘joabin for yourse® or use an & rental
rafting. Bulld thathy . o eoeeies and toes am stun FIOCK Wlls, and iron Gates, Enjoy the

Groenhouse, Coy Pond w/Tountan

and serenity this property
REDUCED $95.000

WOODED, level mixture of hard-
woods and Pines, some tralls
through property. Over 2500 ft. of
paved road frontage. Could be nice
development opportunity. Build a
few cabins in this spot. $184,500
(21649)

INDIAN TRAILS, 2 lots for sale. 1)
2.71 acres (lots 12, 13) sold
together for bullding purposes. Brow
view city water, power, & paved rd.

2) 1.32 acres brow frontage &
creek at boundary, Wooded, city
water, paved rd. power. Both priced
at $35,000 ea. (19933)

ONLY KNOWN COMMERCIAL

ZONED B-1 in downtown mentone.
120x130 lot located just past men-
tone springs hotel and the Log cabin
village shops. many uses from pro-
fessional to retail. Build your own
city

business in mentone water,

LOTS AND ACREAGE.

aved rd. One block from central
usiness area. Reduced $39,000
(20021)

EAST FORK OF LITTLE RIVER. 5.4
acres partially cleared. 200t on
River, Secluded with private road
access. Scenic with rapids and
pools. $106,000. (19673)

THE DRIVEWAY HAS BEEN START-
ED to build your Mentone getaway!

5.7 vwooded acres across from Lake
Lahusage. Paved road frontage, city
water available, perc tested. Lightly
restricted. $58,900 (19865)

WOODED .09 ACRE nonvestricted lot.
Perfect for moblle home or cabin. Paved
road on two sides. $9200. (21600)

OLD HOMEPLACE next to Grove
Dude Ranch. 1.7acres. Great |
sites. Nonvestricted. $20,000, (21599
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Rhodochrosite

By Dixie Wilson

I'm sotry to have missed the previous
edition of the GROUNDHOG. However,
I'm going again with another stone for you.
This one is not blue, it is pink and incredi-
bly beautiful. It is called rhodochrosite (ro-
do-kro'-site). The name means rose and
color. There are not 100 many pink or red
stones. It is a
MANZANcse car-
bonate which
gives the pink
color. This
stone 15 primar-
ily found in the
United States
{which is
vnusual!). The
Sweet Home
Mine in Alma,
Colorado is a
lcading produc-
er. The stone 1s
soft (3.5 10 4.5) and therefore difficult to
cab or cut. It is usually pink and red and
white, Alii have ever seen is banded (or
stnped). Rhodochrosite is a very good
stone to carve. | saw a beautiful teacup-at
the mineral muscum ot Cantersville, GA.
They also had a HUGE picce - two or three
feet in each direction. It is botryoidal-looks
like boiling pudding.

I have cabbed several pieces and have
also broken a few! As it is very expensive,
I try to salvage any broken picces (o use in

"'.-494.

M(elnnt(onnue M(aurik«elt

other projects. One of the things | like
about the banding is that it forms pectures
like flowers sometimes. Probably the rea-
son it was called Inca Rose is that it was
mined by Incas near the silver mine and

they thought the flowers looked like roses.

As with all soft semi-precious stones, it
should not be used in rings or bracelets
which take a lot of knocks. Presently, |

have a little more of this stone in the work-

shop.

I think they have changed the name of
the museum (it used to be the Weinman
Mineral Muscum).in Cartersville and
leaned more toward fossils. | was sorry to
hear this as so many people are taught the
carth is millions of years old and deny the
account of the creation in the Bible.
However, | did meet the head of the
Geology department at St. John's in
Newfoundland
and he said he

account of cre-
ation. Of course,

there had to be a
Creator

Ome of the
many pleasures |
receive from my
little shop is
showing others

stones of which |

have samples. The

vaniety of precious and semi-precious
stones is just fantastic. Remember, if you
have questions, ¢-mail me at jerryswil-
son@centurylink net or give me a call at
(256) 634-4137. 1 will be happy to help
you if [ can. If [ can't, | can probably put
you in touch with someone who can help.
Enjoy God's beautiful creation!

{Dixie’s Rock Shop is located off County
Road 600, along the Scenic Pkwy S,
Mentone. For more information, call 256-
6344137

v e
T
o

Open 7 days a week
256-634-4686
5872 AL HWY 117, MENTONE, AL 35984

believed the Bibie

even Einstein said

the many kinds of

-
3 g HARDEST HIT
ALABAM A

GET HELP WITH YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENT
By Charlotte Gentry

Many people in our area are unaware there is a program in Alabama whereby you
s may qualify for assistance with your mortgage payment if you are currently receiving
« Unemployment Compensation. The best thing s, this program will pay your mortgage
2 ggya\eenl f('Jr up to 12 months, up to $15,000 and it's FREE! You don't have to pay it
ck. Ever!
o  Hardest Hit Alabama (HHA) ts a program that has been in place for a year, but very
» few folks in our area have ever heard of it and those who have may have received faulty
< information and are under the false impression they do not qualify.
. Some folks also falsely assume (because of the name of the program) that it is
< intended only for those affected by the toradoes of 2011, This is totally unrelated to
o the tornadoes and was, in fact, put into place in early February 2011, long before the
 lomadoes occurred in Alabama.
s HHA has only 3 basic requirements:
¢ * You must currently be receiving state-administered unemployment benefits,
S Your total household income must be less than $75,740 (income of all occupants
< 18 years or older)
A You must owe $258,690 or less on your home's mortgage, including subordinate
s loans. You must be less than 6 months and less than $7,500 past due on your mort-
« gage payment(s). This applies ONLY to your primary residence that must be in
. Alabama. (This assistance is availabie to you aven if your residence is a manufactured
< home 5o long as it and the land it sits on are part of the mortgage.)
. The process of applying for this assistance is very simple and you can do it online at
s www. HardestHitAlabama.com. You will need to be sure you have proof of your eligh
o Dility for Unemployment Compensation, proof of your income and your complete mort-
e gage information to fill out the online application.
s Ifyou think you or someone you know may qualify for this program, you'd better go
o ahead and apply. There was $162 million put into this program and, of this amount,
. onry about $62 million had been used as of January 1, 2012, However, this money Is
+ on a “first come-first sarved™ basis and as word spreads about the HHA program,
. funds will diminish.
s There is one additional thought to keep in mind: aithough your application for HHA
« dssistance may be approved, your mortgage servicer will make the final determination
* as to whether or not your loan qualifies for participation in the program. The HHA web-
S site has a lengthy list of lenders who are participating. Chances are very good that
. yours is on it.

. (for more information, chariotte@mentonerealtying. com or call (256)996-5995, or visit the
o HHA website www HardestHitAlabama.com)

CLOUDLAND TRADE CENTER

"American Owned & Operated"

Smoked BBQ with our own homemade sauce
(from the original recipe)
Cold Deli Sandwiches ~ Homemade Pizza ~ Local Honey
Great selection of wine ~ Coldest beer on the mountain
Georgia Lotto ~ Antique Booths

"One Stop Shopping"
Call Ahead for Pizza Orders (705) 862-2711

Original store memorabilia & fixtures on display
Hwy 48, Cloudland, GA
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Acorns

If you aren't a squirrel, chances are you've never felt the urge to nibble on an
acom. As a matter of fact, most humans consider the acorn as a nuisance. In
those years when the supply of acoms is vast, we are subjected to the risk of
being hammered on the head by a shower of the things when going out to the car
or when waking in the woods. And, if you have a metal roof, you are well aware
of the noise when a barrage of acorns hits i

When we were kids, we would gather shirtMulls of acormns and take our posi-
tions behind trees to have a battle with neighbor kids or amongst ourselves. Our
throwing aim was pretty good, so it was never a good idea to get involved in an
acorn battie with
the Martin Kids!
(We had good aim
with shingshots and
bb guns, too, but
we knew not 1o
shoot at anything
alive with these
§ weapons.)

We never con-
sumed !arge quan-
tities of acoms, but
we did occasional-
ly eal some just for
the boost they
gave us during our
long ramblngs in
the woods and to

} tide us over unhl
h‘ we were called in
o supper. Some

were vary bitter and some were nol It didn't take us long 1o leam to recognize
the difference!

Contrary 1o what you may have been told as a child, acoms are nol poisonous.
In fact, these are one of the oides! foods known o man. Ancient cave dwellings
show evidence of early man’s consumption of acoms and all Native American
groups gathered acoms in the fall to supplement their winter diel. The high carbo-
hydrale levels in nuts and their capacily for storage over long periods of time
made them an excellent choice

itis a fact, though, that the bitter taste of most acormns would lead you to
beheve you've been poisoned should you bite into one. Oak trees have large
amounts of natural tannins (tannins are, as the name suggests, what was used to
tan hides by our native peoples) and this is where the bitterness comes from.

To get the least bitter acoms, you must first find a member of the white oak

By Charlotte Gentry

family to provide you with nuts. The red oaks have far more tannin and are, there-
fore, much more bitter. An easy rule of thumb to help you recognize a member of
the red oak family is to remember "Ragged means Red.” (This was the way we
leamed to distinguish between the two families, anyway.) White oak leaves tend
to be more roundish on their tips.

Food foragers who gather acorns use two methods to tame the bitlerness.,
One way is 1o roast the nuts (which has only modest results). The second method
Is to boll the acomns for a few minutes o make it easier to remove the shell. After
removing the shell, you slice them, then put them into a food processor until they
are the consistency of rice grains. Next, you want to blanch them seaveral times
with boiling water, tasting each time to see if they've lost their bitterness. (You'll

_need to put them into a cloth bag or pillowcase for this process.) Lay the acoms

out to dry completely, then grind into flour. (Note: unless you are using the acom
flour immediately, you will want fo freeze it because it will go rancid rather quick-
Iy.)

Acoms are rich in complex carbohydrates, minerals and vitamins, but much
lower in fat than most other nuts. Acorns are also a good fiber source, Folks in
the Tennessee hills would often (and some still do) let their hogs go into the
woods to feed on acomns In order 1o fatten them up good before "hog killin' time.”
(That's one reason there are so many wild hogs in Tennessee, 10o. Many of these
“tame” hogs didn’t get gathered up and went feral,)

When using acomn flour, keep in mind that it is naturally sweet and lends lo be
very heavy (like most home-ground whole-grain flours) and doesn'l rise easily.
You'll have to experiment with your recipes (and you can find recipes using acom
meal online), but mos! experienced acom foragers suggest you dont want to use
more than 1/3 acomn 1o 2/3 of regular flour/meal to get the best resuits

Why not give acoms a try? Taste acoms from several varieties of oaks. If you
find a tree that produces acoms that are not bitter, take note of it and you'll be
rewarded with years of good eating. The noveity of being able 1o tell your guests
they are being served pancakes or biscuits made with acoms should be quite ful-
filling...and FILLING!

Of course, if your guests are squirrels, you can just eliminate all the work and
serve them as God intended—straight from the tree!

BIG JIM'S BAMA @

Specializing in BBQ and Good
Southern Home Cookmg

Hwy 11 and Hwy 117

635-6160

Tﬁe Citizens Bank

: of Valley Head

g Large Erwugﬁ To Serve You..

g Small Enough To Know You

’S‘ Valley Head Ider Mentone
%  §35-6202 657-5122 634-4744
= Member FDIC

“Continuous service by the same family since 1933

BROWN'’S
CLEANING & LAUNDRY

“An old company with new ideas™

*Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens * Drapery Cleaning with Machine
Decorator Fold * Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning * Fire Restoration & Odor
Removal * Wedding Gown Preservation = Alterations * Pillow Cleaning

817 Gault Ave. N. (256) 845-3241
Full Laundry Service
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FROM THE GROUNDHOG ARCHIVES —
A LOOK BACK

Ruby O'Rear, the Unlikely “Cover Girl.”

The Groundhog grew from a mimeographed newsletter to a full-
fledged “newspaper” with the publication of the April 1983 edition.
Sandra Padgett and the other members of the Editorial Board
wrangled over who would be the subject. Many wanted to have
someone of prestige to grace the inaugural issue. Sandra staunchly
held out for featuring a “regular™ citizen of Mentone, one with

"‘GROUNDHOG

Vol 1 No. 1 A Publcaton of the Menlone Afea Proséovation Assnciation

-

Ruby O’'Rear ¢

Woman of the 80

whom all people could identify.

Ruby O'Rear became the subject, and her plain, lined face
became an endearing symbol of the “roots in the soll” native
familles of the Mentone area and helped define more clearly why

in Her 3).5

By &\DRAPAD(-I'TI'
‘Ruby Rear '
loolung forward !o s
an this year as she
ays does. She is a
consummale gardener,
Her daffodils are §§,
already 4in full bloom, i}
and her filacs, iris, lilics, M,
and rhododendron are SR
inning to bud
er white lilac bushes
have | a special ¢
jeancebecause she ¥
eved thern from the &
Mmlonc Spnngs Hotel ' 1,
in the lﬂbs and tran- o

The Groundhog would be a voice for all who called Mentone home.
These stories were worth preserving.

Thirty years later, it is still the "regular™ people of this area who
make The Groundhog something special. They aren’t fancy and
most are too modest to try and call attention to themseives. In a
world where celebrity, wealth, and fame seem to rule, these simple
stories are of even greater interest to our readers.

~
I > Paul Whitehead and
. (. Alice Mason (Ruby's mother’) in Jessie O'Rear
LT DT 3 1882, age 22, two years before (Ruby’s sister) on
i = - . she named Mentone. their first date.
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At left, Ethel' O'Rear (Ruby's
sister), about five years of age.

A composition by Alice Mason written as homework
in April, 1883:

LITTLE RIVER FALLS

The sun was just setting upon this lovely
cascade, and as its level beams shone upon the
sparkling waters of Little River as they leapt from
one high rock to another, and on the massive
moss-covered rocks which surrounded it, making a
most beautiful picture for the eye to behold, |
thought how much beauty the Creator has

concentrated in this one place. /
The rushing river as it dashed over the precipice -
was all that disturbed the stiliness, except now and o : / N— . .
then when a deer came to drink, but seeing Ruby O’'Rear and her mother, Alice  Jessie O'Rear, age 6, and Ruby O'Rear
intruders in his wild, yet beautiful dominion, quickly ~ Mason O'Rear. (Winifred Ruth), age 15 months.

fled.

The laurel and ivy which were in bloom almost
covered the banks of the river. In an open space at
the right of the falls was a platform, where persons
who have come to peruse may dance if they prefer

Excerpted from Groundhog article written by Sandra Padgett:

*Ruby Winifred R. O'Rear was born on February 23, 1900, as this century began. Her
parents, Samuel A. and Alice Mason O'Rear, were pioneers of this area. Her mother is

it to looking at the SCenay ¥ ound them. credited with naming Mentone while at the dinner table with her grandfather John Mason

. From the platform,. wnndnpg alpng the .edge of a and Dr. Frank Caldwell. The Masons were among the first settlers here. They moved to
high cliff is a wandering trail which terminates Mentone in 1872 from lowa.
abruptly at the top of a high wall of rocks; here, a “Ruby's father was a carpenter and she inherited his skills and preference for outside
ladder (somewhat dilapidated) is placed by which a work. This was exemplified just last week when she repaired her greenhouse.
descent can be made to the river. “Years of hard work, proper eating, plenty of sunshine and walking may account for =

From this ladder the trail continues a short Ruby’s never having been hospitalized until she had an eye operation when she was 81.

distance down the river to where some boards “This woman, born at the beginning of a new century, is as modem as the 80's. What is
have been placed across a narrow part of the river her major concern just now? The future existence of America! She has recently completed
(to cross on). It then winds over rocks and through reading America is Too Young to Die, which deals with the threat of nuclear war. An
patches of faurel, ivy, and holly, so closely woven admirer of Abe Lincoln, she quotes his statement, “If destruction be our lot, we must
together that it is almost impossible to penetrate ourselves be its author and finisher; as a nation of free men, we must live through all time
them; till it suddenly stops at a small cave under a or die by suicide.” _ 4
high perpendicular rock; and looking up you can [Editor's note: Sandra Padgett states that she is especially proud that Ruby O'Rear
see Little River as it rushes over a precipice nearly was the first personality featured on the cover of The Groundhog because, only about six
a hundred feet high- (her grade, “very good"). months later, Ruby was dead.]
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1 head of lettuce

1 box of spiral noodles

1 package taco seasoning mix
1-bottle of French dressing

1 1b. ground round

1 bag of tortilla chips
1 diced onion

family recipe from one of our readers. If you
have a recipe you'd like to submit, please send
it to ediorgroundhop it yaboo com, mail it to
The Groundhog, PO Box 387, Mentone AL
35984, or drop it by the Mentone Realty office.
Please include any additional information such
as where you got the recipe and any additional
history or detnils you think would be of interest
to Groundhog readers

This month's recipe is submitted by
Jennifer Cruse of Mentone. As owner of The
Clip Joint (the beauty salon on Hwy H7 in
Mentone), Jennifer is a busy wife and mother,
50 this is quick-to-make favorite with her fam-
ily. Jennifer says about this recipe. "This is
casy and feeds a crowd.”

your imagination!

1-2 packages of desired cheeses

Cook ground round and onion. Drain and
set aside. Prepare noodles as directed and
drain. Rinse with cool water until cool to the
touch. Drain extremely well. Mix all other
ingredients except the tortilla chips in a
large mixing bowl. Toss well and refrigerate.
Serve over crumbled up tortilla chips.

Be creative...add whole kernel corn, black
beans, black olives - you are only limited by

NOTE: Best if mixed the day before eating.

Little River Canyon National Preserve
Has First Walk in Park For
Scale Back Alabama Program

On Saturday, February 4, 2012, at 10 AM Ranger Larry Beane from Little
River Canyon National Preserve will co-lead the first of many Scale Back
Alabama/Fresh Air Family events. We will meet in front of the Nature Center at
DeSoto State Park for this walk along the Azalea Cascades Trall. For more infor-
mation or to register for this free event contact Katie Burrus at 256-701-1048, or
katie @freshairfamily.org . This will help make sure everyone coming has arrived
before the walk and allow us to contact peopie in case of a change.

This walk will take about 2 hours and travel al a leisurely rate around a loop of
approximately 2.7 miles. We will stop along this easy 10 moderate trail 1o see
winter and early spring foliage, unusual plants and several waterfalls. Bring your
camera. drinking water, clothing appropriate for the waather, and good walking
shoes. With all the rain, the wateralls should be flowing strong, great for pho-
tographs.

The staff of Litle River Canyon National Preserve has partnered with the Fresh
Air Family for the Scale Back Alabama program in Northeast Alabama to get peo-
ple walking outdoors, and enjoying the park. We have scheduled over a dozen
free walks in the park with Ranger Larry Beane and Katie Burrus of Fresh Air
Family. You do not have 1o join anything to participate.

Scale Back Alabama is a statewide weight loss program with a 10 week con-
test. This program began in 2007. Last year's participants lost a total of 143,309
pounds. To leam more about Scale Back Alabama go to their website
hitp:/Awww.scalebackalabama.con/. Contest information is also there.

Park Ranger Larry Beane said “This is a wonderful opportunity for people 1o
take a walk with us, learn about the park and just get outside.” Walks are regu-
larly scheduled on Little River Canyon National Preserve and DeSolo State Park
Lands for the next few months, For more information, call the National Park
Service office at (256)845-9605 or Fresh Air Family Coordinator Katie Burrus at
256-701-1046,

TACO PASTA SALAD

1 pint container of cherry tomatoes

Nestied in he woods s0D Lockout Moustan, new

Momone, Albama, this quasm IEle ¢ |
10unded Dy ferns, forest and flowers. The chapel s »
scaded version M fradtonat Appatachian churches of
days gone Dy Staned glass wrdows fltering soft fos
ool furrayn A SO0 GrEan e adcent an abbience
Ming e wodding Conemory. INSe woooen pews wifl

weat soproaTately (O puests

Lindo Pamterson, owner of the Chaped, Saia the idea
for & Dagan with & Dell, and now hat Dol fings M
newlyweds ext the door of the chapel

Cane Liss Carvmonier * _MNasie * Lw
ql ' R et © Lodaive ® Livrcsios
To arrange your wediding or renewing
of yowr wedding vows, call

256-634-4181

Honoring our Veterans

Oo0D D

202 GREENHILL BLVD.
FORT PAYNE, AL 35967

WE'RE OPEN
Seven Days A Week

Ta.m, - 10e.m,
. 845-1970

*WIC VOUCHERS
*FOOD STAMPS/EBT

= Money Orders

* Incoming & Outgoing Fax Service

* Postage Stamps

* Coplan

* Dell /Bakery

* Roral Department

* Frosh Seatood

* Extended Lines of Gourmet, Speciaity
angd Diet Foco

\_YE ACCEPT
BEIX S
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Mentone Farmers’ Market

The Mentone Farmers' Market had
an exciting January even with the cold
and the rain. Officlally, open Saturdays
from 10 AM - 1PM, some die-hard
vendors were there on Wednesdays
from 2 PM — 5 PM. The visitors and
local community support the market
even in the worst of weather-Thank
you!

February will start off with a French
Toast Breakfast on Saturday the 4th.
The market opens at-10 AM-breakfast
will start about 10:30. Breads and
eggs from market vendors will be
used. Jams, jellies, honey and syrups
from the marke! will be available for
sampling on the varieties of French
Toast, \

On the 4th we'll also celebrate the
Ground Hog's 30th birthday, The
Ground Hog has been a continued
supporter of the Mentone Farmers'
Market. Join us to say “Thanks!” we'll
have a birthday cake to share and
more.

Saturday, February 11th you'li be
abie 10 purchase sweets for your
sweetheart. Several vendors will take

orders for delivery or pick up in time
for Valentine's Day. What better than a
locally made treat or gift?

Come by on Saturday the 18th for a
cooking demo. Using what's at the
market and a few other staples, a dish
will be created that you can make at
home, Walch, ask questions, get some
prep and storage tips, and taste fresh-
ly-prepared food.

During February, the Mentone
Farmers’ Market is open Saturdays 10-
1. You'll find fresh produce-including
lettuce, greens, herbs, carrots and
tomatoes, Thare’s also baked goods,
8ggs, jams, dned vegetables, breads,
sweets, honey and fire wood.

Although the market is not officially
open Wednesdays in February, it just
means there's no information booth
with hot drinks. You'll more than likely
see some vendors on the lawn from 2-
5.

Stop by and visit with the growers
and producers from Dry Creek Farm,
Oid West Farm, Jay's Garden Variety,
Jones Family Farm, June Cagle,
Roger’'s Real Homemade and Bama

Breeze Farm. .

Booth space is avallable at weekly
markets for local growers and artists.
Musiclans are welcome. Applications
are at the market or on line at
www.mountainmarket.org. or call Les
Rivett, 25-657-7247.

Sea you in Mentone buying frash,
buying local!

Recipe
Many ingredients are avallable at the.
Mentone Farmers' Market:

Italian Rolled Chicken Breast

4 boned chicken breasts

4 oz Feta Cheese

16 dried tomaloes (soaked in oil or
water for about a hour)

2 cups fresh spinach or basil leaves

1 8gg. beaten

1 Cup ltalian Bread Crumbs-see
below

1 Tablespoon grated parmesan
cheese

Flatten chicken breast so they can be

rolled. Place _ cup spinach over the
chicken breast. Break up 1 ounce feat
over the spinach. Place 4 dried toma-
toes on lop. Roll the chicken breast
around the stack and hold in place
with a toothpick. When all 4 are ready,
dip in egg and roll in mix of italian
bread crumbs and Mix bread crumbs
and parmesan cheese. Bake at 350 for
30-35 minutes or until golden brown.
To serve, cut in half, open on the plate
to show the red, white and green
inside. Spoon some spaghetti sauce
over the top. Serve with pasta, sauce,
bread and a salad for a complete
meal.

Make our own ltalian Bread Crumbs-
Dry about a cups worth of Ralian bread
or baguette in the oven or if time
allows, in a paper bag. Once it's dry,
use a grater or the food processor 1o
make it into crumbs, Toss with 1
Tablespoon of dried Italian seasoning
Basil, oregano, rosemary and thyme
are a great blend. Store in a sealed
container or bag until needed. Use for
Italian chicken or meat balls.

(" Ecological Designs, Inc.

Custom building
a more beautiful home for you

\

Mentone

Lyle Nmy Low Maintenance
Licensed Contractor Superior Quality
. i CABIN RENTALS
b +Design 1-888-920-844
\_Ph. 256-634-4124 8 i - ) |Tina Burt Edmondson - -

Mountain.
Getaways

3630 N. Gault Avenue
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967

JOHN CROW

Business (256) 845-5475
FAX (256) 845-5475
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"COLOR IN FEBRUARY" ™
ART SHOW T 1gers inn

A One Woman Art Show featuring
the work of Debbie Happy Cohen, a
local artist, from Mentone,
Alabama, will be held on Thursday,
February 23, from 6:30 pm until
7:30 pm at Rock Ridge Retreat at
451 Rock Ridge Road in Valley
Head. The show will feature fifty col
orful paintings by Debbie as well as
live music with Kam Showers from
Atlanta, Georgia.

The show Is a celebration of the
completion of over a year-long

“painting a day” commitment result-
mg in 396 pamtmgs Color is what

NOST N winle 50 | decided

xﬁ»ﬁiﬁng%;‘ thqqﬁMd
AT B

”
-
.

\ 2‘ TN Great place for music
Now: Qpen‘Saturday 6:00am-1:00pm
Sun 6-1; Mon-Fri 5:30-2:00

Breakfast till 10:30

"Meat & 3" plate lunches or order off the menu.

1Nt .’ Jebbie Happy Cohen

For more information call 404- . : - y
IOEBETD o et Gt et Special Parties and Catering Available

11 10 link to Debbie's face-  Debble Happy Cohen For Take-Out or Catering Call (256) 635-6800
book painting project.

 HMentone Springs

HOTEL

FPeatured in The New York Times Best Selling Book,
“1000 Places to Visit Before You Die”™

1‘;‘,’ ,': m",f‘bv:‘;},“,,?:,':‘ We all feel the same commitment

Henagar, AL 35578 10 care for our famies. Halping

Bus' 258-857-8252

mark.machall b2g18siatefarm com YOU Meat your msurance needs

& panrt of my comrritmont to
you Like & good neighbor,
State Farm s there.

CALL ME TODAY

BRI Faaw

= |State Farm

WEDDINGS » CORPORATE RETREATS « REUNIONS « ROMANTIC GETAWAYS

6114 HIGHWAY 117 * MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984
P: 256.634.4040 * Wt Menlonesprings.com
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8456000 Hoeney.

2107 Gault Ave. N., Fort Payne

Gue.

SouthemProper@lesAgency.com

sh:.id and r::"gv
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ALMOST NEW CABIN in Mertore

with & view of he ke, Features
2B/ 28A, pine wadls and Boors, e

oo oo with TP specious
*Nchen ' deing area (apphances
nOuoed),  wInparoond  posch. . Back

Seck: and & geal apece for enter
Laning outdoors. $150,000 23406)

N0 wood walis w0 cwlings. Outacte
ooy e sacked ok 1P, 00q g, pato
ad Oocsa, Cormw see s uidmbevatie
b Socay! $560,000 (19736

4o |

plenty of antartaiing sgace outdoon

on 2.2 scron, $344 500 121142) {18256

taning. 8.3 ncres « /5279 900

. ve L o v’.h

BEAR CLAUS LODGE  offers | NORTH BROW  Unigue log struce mw 1![& wcamw Authertic
IBR/ZBBA, stacked rock feepiace, |y, " fone Beow ouse offers o you
Bod Cobed. Al Aot - Wwre that wgs moved from o0 Cream of 1oF 8 Kovely THiret Som
g v i Goorgsa. 1BR/1BA, 0opon VNG | every cave of everydoy We! Coverod

rONtd COUMEBriUDS, outdoar e o

I space dowd fots of room for emter. | POTR, open Vg /dinng area. 100
Mtaplace. BOACOUS VNG arvsa with cous  Kaohen, %ﬂ . Scremned

Parch Outacted Goest HouLs
w/BedadBath. $335 000 23200

LIVE & PLAY on the water
of frontage on the East Fork of
Little River. 3BR/2BA, il apph
ances, wood burning freplace,

storage  buading

$335,000 {16278}

200"

ahd more

i ard

CUSTOM BURT LOG CABIN....
situated on 2 lots in Laured
Creeh. 2 LARGE BR/28A,

cous great room with ¢ al
collings. hickoty fNoors, 2-car
QT o, and fishing dock.

900 (15898)

[SERL SR
propocty locotied on Hwy. 117 in
Mentone is now FOR SALE!
Appeox. 2350 +/. sqh. Room for
expansion on this 1.36 + acre
lot. ONLY $142.500 {20377)

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL |

: Custorn 3BR/2.58A
COCx sided homme On 1 acwe I
Mentone. Groat room with FP.
Niohen /Bining COmBbo., sbove-ground
POl with decvang. BONUS room

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING has gooe

o s compeiing 1.5 story home
on the West Bow of Menlone. Dver
4000 sgft featunng 48R/48A, preat
om with FP, large Iy rocmm with
FPA “whew” rom vy c0oond Bl o
§ ACtos that was ownod ty
Wilie Netson! $429.000 [21680)

!

g R
SITTING ON TOP OF THE
WORLD,,. UNIQUE “round” cabin
(’;‘/é;;:‘r.' on . opon INIng Space,

, most all fumishings.,
2.58 ares and svtcuc\ﬁn
views of the valloy and mountans

beyond. $275, (20120}

LOVE PEACE AND PRIVACYT Own
s seciuded sbredaide JBR/20
. N e ConSbon

offovs iand, (Ul spoliance package.
Custom ghing, and deng aea s
ot 10 the refining sCretoed porch
347 Acres. $269.900 (21135

XAachen

Sarsice alation with 102 feet of
frontagle om Mighway 117, The stooe
and service Days Inciude n office.

sicrdge  orea and  Dathrodms
$199,500 (21395

Bundry /mud 1o, Soutsia e,
and Yok Mo, $219,000 X058
3 NEE

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! Twd cot> | CUSTOM BUNLY, 2 Bt/ 20A Log Caben
N8 lcing I Mertons sready in et | s2udad on shaded, aresy
an ar 20id | Two slone Srvpinces. Ronuroosioft, 3 co'm home % s coten
Y wth X 08500 porch._detached | foo st off DeSoro P nes
| and have ; 3BA, jeoEa B, cow | Storage, onal smal cuten, Wy | Mentore. Features inchkade , Don
mm.w.mrdw.A umsm;gnssan‘mu,% for  MoliR), 28A, oc& -n%';
. | woek. » RS FRODS Duce 250, Oetached guest © “ canY let
Busrwes, -:-’bfm (i boﬂ?; s one oot swey. $3199,600 (21641)

-

(21143)

In Mentone., $158 900 (21131)

Mountain (Merftone). ($3975 per acre.) (21440)

BROW LOT! Gorgeous views all around from this beaetiful 1 + /- acre kit

BREATHTAKING SUNSETS and views swat you on this 6.5 acres
w/3D0" of beow frontage. $345,900 1.172681 N

NOW'S YOUR CHANCE 10 purchase 100 to 243 acres on Lookout TIME WILL STAND STILL whon you see this view! 106" of prime brow
view with paved road frontage. Wallking distance 1o downtown Mertons

» wilk to dinner or have an oo cream cone. Level and ready to buskd, All

BUILDING LOT (.59) on DoSoto Pardkway nedr The Ciffs, $25,900 Mentona city services avislable. $109,500 (21055)

121 ACRES. _.mostly wooded. $48 500 (21669)
PRIME LOCATION....31.45 Roling acres that joins DeSoto State Park

ideal for permanent home, weokend gotaway or devwlopment.

$170,000 [21652)

PLENTY OF LAND TO BUILD AND FEEL SECLUDED! Wooded 7.13

$194,500. (21532)

ares n Mourtan Fiver Estates Restricted land with possitlo crook |
Bowing on back of property. $54.500 (21573)

A RARE OPPORTUNITY 10 own & jot on the loke ot DeSoto Falls, The
perfect 3pot 1o bulld the perfoct Mountain cabin home on this once in
? ot lot with 944 foet of frontags on the water, Just Listed ot

NEW LISTING...23 ACRES ON HIGHWAY 117 In MENTONE! Just min
uAes from downtown, property has mature hardwoods, sgring fod creek
with potentipl pond site. Power, wartor and septic In place, priviste and
extromely peacefil with abundant wikdide, By Apot! $2108 900 (21443)
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When | was growing up, | would spend a lol of time with my Grandfather.
He lived on a small farm. He took pride in his farm and always kept it neat.
One day when | went to visit him, | noticed his bam top and the tops of all his
outbuildings had a new coat of aluminum paint. They looked so good. He
told me a group of men had come by and painted all tha roofs for $400.00 (A
lot of money in the 60's).

A few days later | noticed the roofs did not look so good. My Grandfather
told me the rain had washed the paint off the roofs, it was watered-down
paint. The men from North Carolina were long gone. This was my first expe-
rience with thieves who cheat, or scam, innocent people.

Another time, we learmed one of our neighbors had been scammed.

Some men had appeared and told him they had just finished an asphalt job
and had enough material left over to do his driveway, They dumped a small
amount out, told him they would have to go get some more material and, of
course, they never returned. They scammed our neighbor out of several hun-
dred dollars.

These two scams, along with other home improvement scams, are some of
the top scams of 2011 according to the Better Business Bureau. Remember
this: NEVER pay money up front for home improvements, know who you are
dealing with, always get good references,

The scams I've mentioned are made by people you see, people who come
to you. But the biggest threat today comes from the ones you don't see.

They will contact you by phone, by the internet, or by mail. Then they can
and will use thousands of different ways to scam you (get your money). |
cannot discuss every scam out there, but | wouid like to discuss some that
have been reported {0 the Police Department in our small Town of Mentone.

1. THE SWEEPSTAKES AND LOTTERY SCAM: You are told you have
won a whole lot of money and in order to claim your money you must send
the scammer a smaller amount. Please don't respond to such offers, You
will only lose your money. Think about it, even Publishers Clearing House
doesn't contact you. They come in person.

2. PLEA OF HELP EMAIL: You get an e-mail from one of your friends
telling you they are in trouble, or in jail in anothér state, please send some
money by credit card. When you do, you have just given the scammer your
credit card information and can just say good-bye (0 your money

3. LOW-INTEREST LOAN APPROVAL.: You are told you have been
approved for a loan at a very low rate of interest but you are required to pur-
chase a life insurance policy from them in order for your loan to be
processed. You send them the money and, you guessed it, you never hear
from your loan,

| am sure some of our citizens have been scammed in more ways than I've
mentioned. No one is safe. A sheriff from a neighboring Georgia county had
his identity stolen, and | received a text one evening from a bank with which |
had recently done business, telling me there was a problem with my debit
card and to please call them ASAP. | called an employee who told me it was
a scam and they had received several calls-that day about the same thing.

Even the BBB's name has been used in a scam. Hundreds of thousands
of people have received emails that look like an official notice from the BEB.
The email says there is a complaint against your business and instructs you
to click on a link or open an attachment. When you do, a malicious virus is
launched on your computer, a virus that can steal banking information, pass-
words, and other critical pieces of information needed for cyber-theft.

The bottom fine is no one is safe. Be careful and remember, once you
have sent the money or given information to the scammers, it's too late.

For more information, | would urge you fo go to the BBB website.

KINDERGARTEN HAPPENINGS

Moon Lake Elementary's Kindergarten class learned about the life cycle of
a butterfly when they read "Farfallina and Marcel," and they learned lots
about the parts of a plant when they read the book, "Seeds.” They are
excited because they have a flower bulb to watch grow.

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A 6TH GRADER?

The 6th grade is studying PlateTectonics and fractions. .

Can you solve this one-step equation that is indicative of what they have
learned in class recently?

North America is moving about 1.25 cm per year away from a ridge in the

‘middie of the Atlantic Ocean. Using this rate, how much farther apart will

North America and the ridge be in 200 million years?
(ANSWER: 2.500.0 KM)

MOON LAKE WELCOMES NEW SCHOOL SECRETARY

My name is Crystal (Ledford) Webb and | became the secretary of
Moon Lake Elementary on December 1, 2011. My roots are in DeKalb
County. | am a 1978 graduate of :

Plainview High School.

| feel so very fortunate to be at Moon
Lake. For 13 -1/2 years | enjoyed being
the secretary at Fyffe High School, but
moved to another area in Alabama and
had to leave that job behind. After being
back in the area for a couple of years,
when this opportunity came to me | felt
blessed beyond measure.

My mother grew up in the Valley Head
and Mentone areas and always spoke
with such passion about the beawty in the
nature of the areas. Now | understand
why. | love the atmosphere of the commu-
nity and of the school. Mrs Wisner and
the faculty and staff of Moon Lake
Elementary are wonderful to work with
and it is such a pleasure 1o learn the names and personalities of the chil-
dren.

| believe that God has a plan for each of our lives and at this time in my
lite, | believe this is His plan for me, and | am thankful.

mmmmn d' =
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a Stitch in
Time

by Ellen Harris

here is

Quilt

City,
USA? Paducah,
Kentucky takes
pride in this title
because the
National Quilt
Museum is locat-
ed there. The
museum was
built in Paducah
in 1991 and was then know as the Museum of the
American Quilters Society. The name was
changed in 2008 when Congress awarded the
museum the designated title of The National Quilt
Museum of the United States.

You will find the museum within walking dis-
tance of the Paducah floodwall and if you look
beyond the floodwall murals you will notice the
flowing together of the Tennessee and Ohio
Rivers. In 1937, the earth levee did not hold the

ﬁoodwatetsanddyoutakeanomerwalkhomme
museum to some of the downtown buildings you
will find plagues indicating the flood levels were
well over 50 feet.

It you should visit the quilt museum on a
Wednesday as | did, you can meet the ladies of
the Yo Yo Ciub of Paducah. These ladies can
found in the museum and they welcome you to
visit with them as they demonstrate traditional
hand quilting on a frame.

Another short walk from the quilt musaum, you
may visit one of Eleanor Burns’ quilt shops.
Eleanor is well known for her “Quilt in a Day” quilt
books and her strip piecing method.

About five miles away from downtown Paducah
is Hancock's of Paducah. A visit there may leave
you making no quilt fabric purchase at all as it is
overwhelming. It's much like visiting a candy store
- 50 many colors and varieties. The mail order
catalog itself is about one-half inch thick and can
provide a relaxing time to look at fabric selections.

Each spring when the dogwoods and azaleas
are blooming, Paducah is host 1o the American
Quilters Society quilt show. This year's quilt show
will be heild April 25 - 28 but if you plan to stay
longer than a day, lodging may be difficult to find.
It is such a popular international event that quilters
make their reservations a year in advance. In
addition to the quilt show, classes and lectures can
be scheduled. A major attraction is visiting the

many vendors who set up their booths at the show.

I'm amazed at all the gadgets available for pur-
chase and marvel at how the quilters in times past

Valley Head Drugs

114 Commerce Avenue
Valley Head, AL 35989

256-635-6812

Cynthia and Wayne Wooten, Owners ’

“We appreciate yvour business”

Pmudly servmg thc heart of Dixie!

1210 hnswn Birwet Bant, Fort Pagee 4l 33007
Phane 3568407721 Pax A58 0456093
Fuvobonh Nowotalh Foct Pagne e | 400wl pa <o

HOUQ PUT BUOES LI 30N

BUYING GOLD, SILVER
DIAMONDS & COINS
WE PAY MORE!

We pay even
more in exchange 4
toward purchase of new
jewelry or watches

Same Location Since 1959

Pruett Jewelers

69 Main Street East
256-638-3210

man to produce works of art without all of the
new offerings today.

Only the most confident quilters will enter a quilt
show. The deadiine to enter Paducah's quilt show
was January 2. How do you spot a prize winner?
The judges will be looking at the quilt's general
appearance, its design and quality in workman-
ship.

All parts of the construction (basting threads,
pencil and chalk lines for quilting or applique)
should be removed. Knots or loose threads shouid
not be visible on either the front or the back of the
quilt. The sides of the quilt should be perfectly
parallel and at right angles to the top and bottom
edges. If an error in construction was made, it
should not be an obvious one.

The quilt's design should have pleasing rhythm
and balance. The colors should work well together
and the judges wik oe looking closely at the bor-
ders, binding and backing as well as the main
design area.

Precise piecing, secure seams, no puckers or
stretching, no shadowing or dark fabric under light
fabric, batting that extends to the edge of the bind-
ing, even quilting stitches whether by hand or
machine, and quilting stitches that enrich the sur-
face are all judged on the front as well as the back
of the quilt.

All quilts are labors of love whether the quilter
decides to enter a show or not. By visiting a quilt
show, the quilter learns from champions and is
motivated to return home and create well-made
quilts,

MASSAGE
THERAPY

Kerry Breithaupt LMT
National Instructor AL#456

HOT STONE MASSAGE
DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
GIFT CERTIFICATES
CABIN/HOUSE CALLS

Offices in
Mentone & Ft. Payne

256-254-9802
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Diary of a Chicken Lady

Part 9
By Kristen Emory

h, to be the Chicken Lady. When I drive into
Omy driveway | have the most wonderful wel-
coming party. No, it is not my children or
my husband. It is my four dogs and four chickens. |
pull in and here they all come running. If you have
never seen a chicken run straight at you then you need
to come to my house and see it for yourself. They run

with purpose. They run fast. And they only have feet.

Every time | see them charging towards me I think they are missing something,

arms or more legs.

I cannot decide if the
chickens think they are
dogs or if the dogs think
the chickens are dogs.
Surely the dogs know they | l
are dogs and not chickens. [§5
They have been dogs for a |
long time. The chickens
eat the dog food and the
dogs cat chicken feed,
Thanksgiving scraps were |
eaten out of the same pan,
at the same time, by
chickens and dogs. We
are just a confused,
messed up family of chic kcns and dogs.

Mentone Police Chief, Lamar Bray just cannot believe that | have trained my
dogs not to chase or eat my chickens. It was not hard at all. | let all four dogs
sniff my wee baby chicks. Then 1 let my pullets, young chickens, peck the
dog’s noses. Then, when my chickens were grown, 1 let them out of the chick-
en coop and stood guard over them. (I might have been holding a big hickory.)
After a few days of a watchful eye, | felt comfortable leaving all the animals
alone with each othér. Animals are just that, animals, and | might get home one
day with all the dogs dead. Eaten by chickens.

I have to admit that I was a littje fearful when the chickens started to eat the
dog food. We have two big dogs and two small dogs. The big dogs eat first!
But, not when the chickens are out. Chickens eat first! The day they decided
to all have Thanksgiving Dinner together was amazing. Two dogs were eating

~ BURI

| FUNERAL HOMES

|‘ Home Owned & Operated for over 50 years

'l‘j JOhfl‘ll) Eg«r)tr & Manager

l ensed Funeral Dir

It Vauey Head - 256-635-6247
| Fort Payne - 256»845-3232

s —

. — —— ~ i

from the pan with
three chickens on
the other side.
Amazing!

You all know |

a little odd, espe-
cially when it
comes 1o my
chickens. But |l
am so proud of
all my animals.
They love and
respect each
other., They are
two totally differ-
ent species yet they coexist and are
happy. We could all learn a Jesson from
my four dogs and four chickens. Run °
fast, greet your family, and love every-
body. No matter what species they are.

(Kristen Emory and her hushand,

Tom, reside in Mentone and, in addi-
tion to raising chickens, are owners of
Mentone Market)
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IT’S ONLY HAIR!

| Saddler Emory of Mentone
recently had 11 1/2 inches of
her hair cut off at the Clip
Joint in Mentone by Amy
Kirby. She donated it to
Locks of Love, which supplies
wigs to cancer and leukemia
patients who have lost their
hair while undergoing treat-
ment. As you can'see,
Saddler still has plenty of hair
and it will grow back so that,
one day, she can donate it
again. Thanks, Saddler!

{ 0 submitted by Kristen

FIRST FEDERAL
Bank

The finest traditions of community banking

Rainsville Ider
638-6342 657-6255

Fort Payne
845-1077

We ' re more than bankers, we're your neighbors and friends.”

- - 3
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RHODODENDRON and lndscape and b vell wi 6010® fnemsrona A visual, living landscape project
GARDEN CLUB NEWS mig' mmgg'mw By Harriet O'Rear
hostas.
Linda Brown, Secretary These plants prefer well-drained Thanks 1o the financial success of the Mentone Area Arts Council's Home Tour and Silent auc-
wiu\ar\ammanoedomamcmm:d tion in October of 2011, MAAC is launching a coordinated planting projact for the Menlone area that
It was the kind of day when you They from ot ,5' will transform the town into a vibrant living display of color with beds of annuals and perennials.
want 1o stay home and putter of read o ¢ s Ilulmlgﬂwywdo'd ot Bke Purpie and yellow cone flowers, phiox, orange butterfly weeds (a brightly colored native on our
b ki ze and e to be moved. They appreciate mom- muﬂve)hm Mv:‘:mwanmxmeﬁ:mod:ﬁmm -
ow it i T ks 50,90 24 AR 08 AW Tk Tt 8 i Mt L s
Garden Club of Mentone braved the e hb ol | prect oo obrpossdaconsyinbHeckoryiromber frpad i mig sl
oyl Wt e L i Tmmﬁnmgmm 1our were 1y bolh the Merkons and Gloudiend arsas. These srees wil b maintained by vokunkeer
WW‘ The moment we the spring. and will be planted year round with fall pansies, spring bulbs, and summer color,
entered the room we were glad we The moct woll known Hellebores o The second part of the project is the offering of the same sarvice, bad preparation and/or
had made the effort to be there. The . a il in the | Plant material to both businesses and homeowners at cost has acquired many of thase
tables were decorated in a lime green Christmas Rose. grow plants from generous wholesale growers who offer them 10 Us at cast. The scope of the jobs will be
and red motif. Hostesses Jill Whitten ~ South but not as easily as the Lenten | yom 3 one square yard mail box kit to much larger 00 the wishes of the own-

and Dianne Kuehl had decorated with
acuba leaves and the berries from
nandina. President Whitten called the
meeting to order with the pledge 1o the
flag. Necessary reports and items of
business were taken care of and
refreshments were served.

Margaret Baker, member of the club
and Master Gardener, presented a
program on Hellebores or as they are
often called, Lenten Rose or Christmas
Rose. Many of you may have been
given your start of them by your moth-
er or grandmother. They are a her-
itage plant and well suited to the
mountain soil and climate.

These are a hardy green plant
which comes in an array of bloom
sizes and shapes and has foliage that
provides year-round interest. In late
winter or early spring you wili see the
blooms appear. They continue 10
bloom for two to three months. The
fiowers, which are actually sepals,
range In color from white to yellow,
green, pink, purple and purplish-black.
Some flowers are solid color while oth-
ers are speckied or multipie colors
Blooms can be cup-shaped, fial,
upward-facing or bell-like. Hellebores
make a wonderipl addition o a wood-

Rose. The Christmas Rose has dark

late December 10 March. The Lenten
Rose has evergreen follage that
makes a clump about fifteen inches tall
and two feet wide, Flowers in a range
of white, green, pink and maroon
appear from January to May. Many
growers recommend cutting the flow-
ers off after the seeds have ripened
and cut back the old leaves just before

the flowers appear in winter to better

appreciate the beautiful blooms.

Next meeting: Tuesday, February
14, 2012 at 10:00 am, at the MER.F.
Community House in Mentone,
Alabama. Ann Houston, Master
Gardener and Director of District |l of
The Garden Ciub of Alabama, will pre-
sent a program on Mulches. You are
always welcome 10 attend our meet-

ings

The Rhododendron Garden Club /s a
member of Northeast Alabama
Federation of Garden Clubs; The
Garden Club of Alabama, Inc. - Distac!
It Deep South Region and National
Garden Clubs

QRL
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Insurance
Jobs

P.O. Box 680777
Fort Payne, AL 35968
Known for Quality -

No Job Too Big or Too Small -

Email: DavidMltchelloaa@gmail.oom

General Contractor - Insurance Jobs

Office 256-845-6431
Mobile 256-997-6431

plantings,
ers. The participation of the houses and store fronts along Hwy. ll7woddmlhammoolu
display for the summer, 2 visual treat for all who
live in o¢ pass by Mantone and Cloudiand,
Plants will ba available in saveral sizes for

both the participant who wanis instant color and
for the peeson with a limied budget and a green
thumb. The deadiine for ordecing both bad prepa- ,-'\)-
ration and plants is Feb, 28. Work on flower beds
will take piace in March and Apeil, and plants will
be pickad up andlor installed starting the first

week of May.
For a price kst and information, plaase
contact MAAC Committee members

Dareen Waters (256)634-4548 or Karry Bratthaupt
{256)254-8802.

Lookin' for a new insurance company?
We are new... But we have
70 years combined experience!

From Left to Right: Vickie Vaughn, Mark Viaughn, Debocah Schrimsher,
Martha Gilbreath, and Susan Reeves

IN INSUR 4
R i VO
« 1LLIFVE = BUSINESS

1801 Gault Ave. N. Suite 103
Fort Payne, AL

i+~ 256 845-8979

Latal
BUSINESS HOURS 000mn - 500pm

v
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An Article of Faith—
Rev Edmond Crowe

By Kathy McMunn

The first thing I've leamed about
writing this nutty-can't-say-no-what-on-
earth-was-I-thinking-personalized-edu-
cation-Groundhog article is this: Don"
wait until the day before the article is
due to start typing it up!

The second thing I've learned is:
Even if you only interview two people
it's real easy to get 100 much informa-
tion and real hard to whittle it down 1o
a shon, readable page, rather than a
long drawn out history lesson!

This is where | want to take you, to
my Dad's immediate family, a tiny snip-
pet of their history and to the one
preacher he admired and loved more
than any other-- Reverend Edmond
Crowe.

One time | asked Daddy if he and
his parents and brothers and sisters
read and discussed the Bible together
when he was growirgaup. He said,
*We worked. From daybreak until
dark. It was hard to read by kerosene
lamp so we didn't do much reading.
We just worked."

I know that my Grandmother,
Maggie Crowe Kirby, was a charter
member of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, now called Mentone
Community Church.

| know that my dad didn1 like
preachers, Something about a child-
hood memory of a gluttonous evange-
list who ate several pieces of chicken
while the children in the family went
away hungry...

When | was young my Dad didnt
attend church, | went with my mother,
But after | was grown and married, one
Sunday afternocon when my husband
and | came into their house for a visit,
he grabbed my hand and told us, "I
want 1o tell you, | made things right."

My parents didn't talk about matters
of faith. Even within our home it was
rare. It was lke it was so private and
personal that it was some kind of Inde-
cent exposure to speak of God and
relationship with Him.

I've heard that the pronunciation of
the word that is translated *| AM" in
Hebrew has been lost because the
Jaws so feared and reverenced His
NAME that they wouldn't speak it. | got
the idea that my parents had some of
that same sense of awe and reverence
for God.

The Crowe brothers, Edmond is pictured in the center.

Edmond Crowe's father, Finn
Crowe, was my grandmother Maggie's
brother.

His family attended Mentone
Methodist Church and Edmond Crowe
had a firm faith from a young age. He
announced his "call to preach” when
he was sixteen!

| asked two of Edmond’s four chil-
dren some questions about growing up
in a preacher's home. - (Preachers
Kids! You know the reputation THEY
have!l) - it pleased me to hear that
EVERY night their whole family gath-
ered together in their living room and
read Bible verses and prayed logether
before they went to bed.

When you practice your faith in the

privacy of your own home then you

arent putting on some kind of show,
it's who you really are.

Al that time the Wesleyan Methodist
denomination was known as bei
pretty legalistic. The family,

ially, was expected to obey all
the "disciplines” the denomination rec-
ommended! It was normal, in those cir-
cles, for women not to wear pants-only
dresses, with at least three-quarter
length sleeves, high necks, and long
skirts! Long hair; no make-up; no jew-
elry, not even wedding rings! | didn
know until this week that they weren
allowed 1o attend
sporting events!
And the boys
weren allowed to
be on athietic
teams!

When | talked 1o
Edmond’s daugh-
ter, Sue Ellen, she
said, "It was prefty
hard to go on dates
since we couldnt
go 1o movies or
dances, pretty
much the only
place we could go
was to church!®
She also said that
they didn't believe
her Dad shared all the convictions of
the denomination but that he always
submitted to their guidelines because
he was a Pastor and was an example
to others.

When Edmond was diagnosed with
cancer he continued to be an example
of Christlike love. If you talk to anyone
who knew him then they will tell you
how he encouraged and uplifted every-
one he met.

Edmond Crowe was always ready
to give an answer 10 anyone who
asked about the hope that he had. It
makes me sad that this Article of Faith
had to be second hand, how | would
love to sit down today and have a long
conversation with these two beloved
men.

Off The
&
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ODE TO A
FALLEN TREE

Oh falien giant tree,
Grandfather of the forest,
Your fife appears done,
But you live on
and on for millennia
To sustain those left behind,

Insects bore, feast and breed
Inside this fecund sanctuary.
Woodpeckers sharpen beaks
And then seek to
beat out a flavor feast.

Most pass you by
as old and dead,
Your glories in times past.
Yet pungent aromas
of fertile decay
Make rich fragrance of repast.

As you, oh grandfather

of the forest
Feed the next glant tree.,

By Douglas Cooper

Workshop
Saturday, Feb 25, 9AM-4PM

Mentone, AL

Learn to massage your partner, Basic Swedish techniques will be
taught along with indications and contra-ndications for massage.
You may register as a single or as a couple. Single person $65,
Pariners $220. To register contact Kerry Breithaupt, 256-254-9802
Gt Certificates available for this workshop.

Now Serving Po-Boys and Fried Seafood Baskets!
Ask about our Paily Specials and Family-Sized Casseroles

256-845-4699

1702 Gauit Ave. N. Fort Payme
Call ahead for faster serviee!
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Mentone Alabama:

rare, old photographs.

for $12.95 to:
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A History

By Zora Shay Strayhorn

Due to high demand, Mentone Area Preservation Association has’
reprinted this book and it is now available from MAPA. This bound
edition is printed on sixty 8.5" by 11" pages, including ten pages of

You may purchase a copy at Mentone Realty and other
businesses in Mentone. Or, to order your copy, please send
your name/address and a check or money order

Strayhorn Book
Mentone Area Preservation Association
Post Office Box 50
Mentone, AL 35984

Your book will be shipped immediately by U. S. Priority Mail.
If you want your book to be shipped to an address outside of the

continental United States, there will be an additional shipping
charge. To determine the amount, please send an email to
MAPA@MentoneAlabama.org specifying your desired shipping

Get Your Copy Now!!

Attention Groundhog Readers:

copies of the Groundhog are avallable at the locations listed below

your home,
and mail along with your payment of $15.00 (1

free

To have 'Groundhogmdledto

the coupon at
yr. subscription) o
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Groundhog.Pleaseremembertoadviseuso(anyd\angeshyouraddmga

Bruce's Foodland (Fort Payne)

Tourist Association (Fort Payne)
DeSoto State Park (Lodge & Store)

WisbamFan Cluby o Torrmmm T

Little River Hardware

CLASSIFIEDS

LODGING/CABIN RENTALS

HIGH HORSE LODGE vacation rental pro-
vides luxury in a wildernass sefting near
Momonamw bike or ride 5 miles of tralls,

ROCK BLUFF RENTALS. Lakeside cabins.
Hot tubs. Gas log fireplaces. Fishing. Pet
fnendly for house-trained pets. www,rock-
biuffinc.com  256-634-8180 or 256-364-
0033

DESOTO HOUSE B & B

Come enjoy this intimate woodiand rotreat.
Gourmet breakfast, Hot tub, King
Tempurpedic bed, and WIF1 (256)254-9802
www, desotohouse, us

GOODS/SERVICES

WALL BEDS OF ALABAMA/AL Mattross
Outiet. Save space w/a wall bod! Mattresses
of all types & sizes. "For Comfort & Pricel”
Hwy 68 on Lookout Min. (256)523-3622
www. WallBedsolAlabama. com/www Alabam

MASSAGE PACKAGES - Couplos.grm
or a few friends j to rédax in your
cabin or home. | bring my tabile to YOU!
Kerry (256)254-9802

BOOK, WHAT HAPPENED BETWEEN
THE TESTAMENTS. Events and fictional
Bustrations of this poorly-recorded period
when Pharisees and Sadducees came into

being, and that ended with the New
Testament being written in Greek under
Roman rule. How did that happen? One of
eight books by Gordon C. Krantz. Order form
(952)881-0449 or gnrirantz@ aol.com

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY house clean-
ing. References avadable. Will concentrate
on what is important to YOU! Waeekly, bi-
woekly, monthly, one-time deep cleaning.
Cdlusa@258-997~8000

SEEKING RELIABLE AFTER SCHOOL
and Summer time Child Care for two chil-
dren, ages 11 and B. References required.
Send referances and rates to;: CHILD CARE
in care of The Groundhog, PO Box 387,
Mentone AL 35084

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

¥ VALENTINE MESSAGES ¥

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY to Hollis, Anna,
Daniel & Sarah (& baby girl-to-come);
Jonathan, Elizabeth, Andrew & LilliBelle
Gentry. With love, Mimi.
YVYVvYVYVYVYYYY
ROSES ARE RED, Violets are blue, God in His
favor, led me to you. Happy Valentines Day,
Ken, from your valentine, Diane.
VYYVYVYVYYYYY
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY and Happy soth

Birthday to MAPA from The Groundhog!

(NOTE: CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PAID IN ADVANCE. Contact EDITOR-
GROUNDHOG@YAHOO.COM or mail ad copy and payment to PO

Box 387, Mentone AL 35984)

PLEASE NOTE: GROUNDHOG SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $15

i Use this form to subscribe to The Groundhog. i
=Name: :
i . i
=Address. i

I
:City State Zip :
J Date: 1
= Have The Groundhog delivered to your mailbox! Give The Groundhog for a :

birthday present or as a special gift for someone you love. If gift, please give

I the name and compiete address of recipient. Renew your own subscription. I
I Just $15/year. Send your check payable to: I
! The Groundhog :

I PQBOX 387, MENTONE, AL 35084

e e ——————————— .
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What on earth is going on at St Joseph’s Church?

. Well, quite a Jot these days! “This place is really alive now!” is being said often
lately, and as the New Year has begun, St Joseph's is contnuing to be as busy as it was in
2011 making the church play its part living e
out the gospel in Mentone and the sur- @
rounding community, - -

St Joseph's is the quaint church situated )
at the blinking light in the heart of \ _"‘..Ck'i"-"‘b
y 1 9 ,7‘,’.T"?T;“£ ;
(‘M Gy
--'V:r&
- n (P
= ENTRANCE

Mentone, flanked by The Mentone Inn and
The Hitching Post. The Episcopal Church
is the American arm of the worldwide
Anglican Communion, and in the South it
is something of a minority church, reflect-
ing the historical development of different
denominations over time. St Joseph's
began in the 1970s in a log cabin donated
for worship, when there was a falling out
among the congregation of St Philip’s in
Fort Payne.

Over the years it has been built onto, and has been led this
way and that, until today when its small and faithful congrega-
tion has been pulling together to do its part building God's
Kingdom here on the mountain.

“I came down from Connecticut 1o see how the Episcopal
Church thrives in the Sowth”™, says the current Rector, the
Reverend Lesley Hay, a British national who has been serving
as a priest in the United States for four years now. 1 was asked
10 bring some strong leadership to a church that had lots of
potential and was cager for new ideas, and needing TLC™, she
says. The congregation is a mix of locals, weekenders - most
being members of churches in the cities, visitors, and people
giving the Episcopal Church a try, having left other denomina-
tions. “It was a bit of a mixture of this and that, but over the past
18 months the
committed mem-
bers dedicated
to St Joseph's
and to its mis-
shon 10 live out
the gospel of
Jesus Christ,
have worked
very hard 1o
make St
Joseph’s grow in
worship,
strength and
spirit. “God is
definately in
charge here, and
together we have
found ways o
serve Him and
our community in ways that have xzrrnglhcn«! us as a small but dechcated church. There
are some mmr.krfulls faithful people who work very generously for this church, even those
who are members of other churches, but stmply love St Joseph's”

For some time St Joscph's has provided help with paying bills and making available a
food cart stocked daily 1o help callers get by when they needed store cupboard esseatials.
This year, driven by the worsening economic situation and people in our community strug-
ghing with litthe or no income, St Joseph's has taken this outreach ministry to a much high-
er level. “St Joseph's people were always generous donating food and cash to this out-
reach ministry, but we needed to raise our game as it was clear 100 many people are living
on the poverty line” says Rev Lesley, “We got accepted as an agency of the North Alabama
Food Bank, enabling us to purchase large supplies of food from the Huntsville depot very
reasonably Jand we now hive a hist of regular reciplents who benefit from this, It's an

expression of what's known as living ‘the
socinl gospel *, and the wonderful thing is that
churches can do it together if they are minded
to reach out to each other across the denomina-
tions. | was thrilled when the minister of a
local Baptist church heard about it and called
to offer us a very generous donation, and will
from now on be collsborating with St Joseph's
in a joint food ministry.”

In April when the tomadoes struck, Rev
Lesley went straight to Huntsville to join with
the Methodist Churches who had set up a
major relief initiative. As disaster plans took
shape in Mentone St Joseph's collaborated with the People’s s Community Church in pro-
viding relief supplies to communities locally. They then hosted a youth group from
Pennsylvania who came to assist a relicf
project in Trentham for a week, many of
our members offering hospitality, food,
beds and fellowship to the cager volun-
teers.(see pictures),

“It seemed to me there was untapped
potential, npe for the picking at St
Joseph’s™ says Rev Lesley. We have
quaint church buildings in lovely rolling
gardens, and in eighteen months we have
worked to make St Joseph's a welcoming
place 10 the town and its visitors. Summer
teas in the gardens have proved very pop-
ukar, also promoting the church and its
accommaxiations as a choice venue for
events, retreats, weddings and meetings,
which s taking off well, Blessing the
Animals with a pets’ coflee hour on the
lawns afterwards, a Christmas Bazasr and
tours of the church have all attracted large

: numbers of visitors and friends “1've
lived here all my life and haw never been inside - it's wonderful!” is a familiar cry. “One
further delight for us has been collaborating with the wonderful Cops & Cowboys group at
Christmas time, welcoming them to our parish rooms to store, wrap and later distribute the
mountains of toys and gifts they so generously collect for the foster children of the county.
It"s an honor for us to offer them what help we can™

“In November and December as we packed and delivered boxes of Thanksgiving and
Christmas food to people who needed a helping hand, we reflected on the generosity of
local businesses, individuals whodn)p by with checks “we’ve heard what you "re doing and
want to help™
and our fmhfnl

© | members, all of
| | whom are truly
living out the
gospel of Jesus.
Our hearts leap
with joy when
we hear people
say “This place
is really alive
now!”™ and we
thank God that
we are finding
ourselves
inspired to do
| our part as a
Mentone church
serving God and
our neighboes™




