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Sam Whatley 
by Mickey St r ick land 

Neighbor, Friend, 
Businessman 

When Sam What ley 's father, Edward, purchased the 
old Cordel l farm over near A lp ine in order to t ruck fa rm 
the year was 1955 and Sam was four teen years o ld. The 
whole fami ly worked on the farm, inc lud ing his Mother, 
the former, Mayford Clenderel la Wi l l i ngham, and Sam's 
three s is ters , Jo, Pat, and Al ice (now deceased). They 
raised w a te rme lons , can ta lopes and vegetab les for 
marke t : the work was hard and long. 

Once, when Ed ordered one thousand baby ch icks , 
the company of fered them to the What ley s free of 
charge if they wou ld take roosters. "One of my jobs 
was to draw water f rom a windlass-operated wel l for all 
those ch ickens as wel l as the rest of the farm animals, 
and I thought my arms wou ldn ' t last t i l l I was g r o w n ! " 
Sam to ld me as he recounted his ch i l dhood . "We all 
worked hard, but there were a lot of good t imes t oo . " 

Sam's father purchased a Ford t ractor wh ich he 
a l lowed Sam to dr ive to schoo l . Wi th the help of a 
coup le of coathangers , he wou ld d isengage the gover­
nor and coax up to 40 mi les an hour out of that 
machine. "Thank goodness it was years before my Dad 
found o u t ! " He laughed. " H e wou ld not have taken too 
kindly to such a t h i n g . " 

Sam ta lked of his f i rst au tomob i les : " I got my driver 's 
l icense in Jerry Richey 's '49 st ra ight-sh i f t Ford. Then 
my grandfather John Wade and Grandmother Rachel 
gave us a dark b lue '47 Frazier that I was proud of. 
Then came a two- tone brown and tan '46 Chevy 
fo l lowed by a 1939 solid black Buick. These cars ho ld a 
lot of fond memor ies for m e , " he said, " they just don ' t 
make them like that any more . " 

In 1958, the fami ly moved to Denver, Colorado for Ed 
to take a pos i t ion as a cons t ruc t i on inspector for Mar­
t in-Mariet ta Miss le Plant. " I t was a large and impersonal 
p lace" Sam recounted , "and such a change f rom our 
farm in Mentone. It was qu i te an ad jus tment for all of 
u s . " 

Sam began to work for Gates Rubber Co. the morn ing 
after g raduat ion . The year was 1959, and his Mother 
was already an employee there. That same year he met 
Rosemarie, w h o m we all know as Toots , and made her 
his w i fe just e ight weeks later. They added two 
daughters , Garnet and Karen, before moving back to 
Mentone in 1965. A l i t t le boy, " H o s s , " was born later. 

(cont. on p 2 ) 



t h e G R O U N D H O G 
MAPA Minutes 

The January MAPA meet ing was cal led to order by 
Donna Bukley, Director. The minu tes f rom the November 
meet ing were read and approved. The treasurer 's report 
showed a balance of $8695.06. THE GROUNDHOG 
report was read showing a balance of $170.00. 

Jean McGehee reported that the sales of MENTONE, 
A L A B A M A : A HISTORY are b r i s k , and tha t ap­
proximately two- th i rds of the pr in t ing cos ts have already 
been recovered. 

Homer Crow reported on the progress being made on 
ef for ts to repair the rock wal l a long Hwy. 117. A mo t i on 
was made and approved to conduc t a fund rais ing cam­
paign w i th a goal of $5,000: it was also dec ided that a 
separate bank account for these funds wou ld be 
estab l ished. 

The guest speaker for th is mon th ' s meet ing was Pat 
Everett of the Madison Travel Agency. She gave out a 
number of in format ive brochures and descr ibed a variety 
of tours now avai lable to t rave lers .—Adapted f rom the 
minutes of Bil l Riedesel , Secretary. 

Mountain Music 
by Greg Purvis 

It seems to me that the north-Alabama area has much 
in the way of mus ica l talent. Perhaps the group 
A L A B A M A brought th is talent out into the open by 
proving that smal l t owns have a lot to offer, or maybe 
this area is just natural ly r ich in musica l talent. 

From banjos to e lect r ic gu i tars , country to hard rock, 
there is someth ing down our country roads for nearly 
everyone. 

Music is a f ine art, one that comb ines sounds and 
melod ies w i th words to fix an audib le and visual image 
in the l is tener 's m ind . Mus ic is mus ic , but bad mus ic is 
noise. There are count ry groups that f i l l their songs 
wi th talk of ge t t ing drunk and gambl ing w i th money 
they s to le f rom sheepherders which compares to cer ta in 
hard rock tunes deal ing w i th drugs and death . Both 
examples are bad music There is noth ing posi t ive or 
enter ta in ing about l i s ten ing to the prob lems or i l legal 
exp lo i ts of any band, count ry or rock or jazz. 

A l t hough some mus ic does not use words , such as 
bal lets and symphon ies , most modern mus ic does 
ut i l ize vocals. Vocals are used to give the l istener 
emot ion , dep th , feel , and to tel l the story or relate the 
event happening in the song. The lyr ics are very impor­
tant in a song. If you are a music fan, aside f rom if the 
song sounds good , the lyric qual i ty shou ld also be 
impor tant . Try tak ing those ALABAMA records or those 
U2 records and reading the lyr ics. You might f ind that 
the words actual ly MEAN somth ing . They're not just 
there for looks. If a band feels someth ing and can wr i te 
down their lyr ics in a poet ic manner, chances are they 
can also play in a desirable manner. 

The rock band PHANTASM is look ing for a bassist 
and vocal ist . For detai ls cal l 634-4518 or 845-0352. Must 
have ins t ruments and desire. 

VALLEY HEAD 
HARDWARE 

FEED OF ALL KINDS 

C O N C R E T E B L O C K S , S A N D , 
A N D R O A D T I L E S E C T I O N S 

Located In 
C & H Lumber Co. Bui ld ing 

E L E C T R I C A N D 
K E R O S E N E H E A T E R S 

Owners: 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Young 

Open 8 to 5 Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., 
8 to 12 Thurs., & Sat. 

635 -6151 

Northeast Alabama 
Area Adult Basic 

Education Program 
A New Beginning 
Learning to read and wr i te can mean a new beg inn ing 

for many adul ts . Est imates vary, but many exper ts say 
some 25 mi l l ion Amer ican adu l ts can't read or wr i te. 
Another 45 mi l l ion have t roub le f i l l ing out job ap­
p l ica t ions, reading d i rec t ions , and otherwise func t i on ing 
in soc ie ty . I l l i teracy occurs in all social strata and every 
locale and is bel ieved to generate $6 bi l l ion annual ly in 
unemployment and other socia l cos ts . If you are among 
this large group of i l l i terate Amer icans , you don ' t have 
to be stuck in that category forever. You can a t tend an 
adul t reading c lass in your area and have a new begin­
ning in your l i fe. Learning to read and wr i te can help 
you feel better about yoursel f as wel l as make tasks 
wh ich were once a t r ia l seem easy. 

The c lasses are open to any adult age 18 or older. 
Books and mater ia ls are provided at no charge. You 
may enrol l at any t ime s imply by a t tend ing one of the 
classes when it meets . The abi l i ty to read is one of the 
most valuable t reasurers in today 's wor ld . Spread the 
word, and help make th is oppor tun i ty available to fe l low 
c i t i z e n s . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , ca l l the A d u l t 
Educat ion Of f ice in Fort Payne at 845-0465. 

Our Town 
by Greg Purvis 

The Mentone Volunteer Fire Department used money 
obta ined th rough two Turkey Shoots , one in November 
and one the Saturday before Chr is tmas, for equ ipment 
and upkeep at the Fire Hal l . A fire was reported three 
weeks ago at a trai ler in Mentone. The f ire was put out 
w i th in ten minu tes , but the trailer susta ined ser ious 
damage. No one was in jured. 

Mentone Citizens 
Celebrate New Year 

A group of Mentone fo lks rang in the new year w i th 
a joy fu l note at the Castaway Club in Gadsden. Among 
those who at tended the fest iv i t ies were: Sam and Toots 
What ley, Frank and Mary Hal l , Sybil and Danny Hooper, 
Shei la Johns ton , Andy Husky, Helena Furgerson, Jessie 
and Marie Crow, and Char les and Donna Buckley. 

The event was made more memorable because Jeff 
Cook of A L A B A M A fame, who is the owner of the c lub, 
made an appearance and sang wi th the Forever Band 
who were featured there that n ight . They sang h i ts f rom 
the 40's, 50's, and 60's, as well as current h i ts . Old 
favor i tes, by such greats as Ricky Nelson, Buddy Hol ly 
and Chuck Berry, were presented in the incomparab le 
Jeff Cook sty le and made the evening really specia l . 

It was a dress-up affair, w i th Shei la 's out f i t the hit 
among the fash ion-consc ious . (At least, she SAID it 
was!) May 1987 fu l f i l l h ighest expecta t ions and fondest 
w ishes for all Mentone c i t izens, whether they greeted 
the new year w i th a snore or a s h o u t ! — M S 

Landscaping for 
Your Home 

Sponsored by the Fort Payne DeKalb County 
Library 

Learn how to develop your own landscape plan while 
learning the basics of landscape design. Topics include 
site analysis, design, getting a plan on paper, installation 
and maintenance, with emphasis on nature's design and 
native plants. 

Saturdays, February 21 - March 28, 6 weeks 

10:00 A .M. - 12:00 noon 

DeKalb County Library, Fort Payne 

$35.00 

Desmond Disney, Groundskeeper: Camp Laney & 
Nippersink Lodge 

For more information contact: Desmond Disney 634-4510 

V o l u m e 4 , N u m b e r 1 0 , J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 7 

T o w n 

C o u n c i l M e e t i n g 

On October 27 the Town Counc i l met and approved a 
proposal for a feasib i l i ty s tudy submi t ted by Hayes, 
James and Assoc ia tes , Inc; the s tudy was c o m ­
miss ioned in order to f ind potent ia l raw water sources, 
then examine the expenses, advantages, and disadvan­
tages of ob ta in ing water f rom these sources. The s tudy 
is now comple te : the resul ts were reviewed at the 
January Town Counc i l meet ing . After d iscuss ing the 
al ternat ives, it was dec ided that the best way to obta in 
water wou ld be to pump it up the moun ta in f rom a 
sys tem of we l ls in the valley. The es t imated cost of the 
project is 336,000 dol lars; the Counc i l is now in the 
process of f i l ing an app l ica t ion for a Commun i t y 
Development Block Grant wh i ch , if approved, cou ld 
provide as much as 300,000 dol lars toward the const ruc­
t ion of the water pro ject . 

A lso d iscussed at th is mon th ' s Counc i l meet ing was 
the prob lem of people drag rac ing th rough town on 
Friday and Saturday n igh ts ; the Sher i f f 's depar tment wi l l 
be asked to assis t Off icer Jones in patro l l ing the 
streets dur ing these t imes. 

The Counc i l d i scussed ins t i t u t i ng a new water pol icy 
that wou ld raise the credit depos i t f rom $25.00 to 
$50.00 and decrease the length of t ime an indiv idual 
may be de l inquent in paymen t—the increase in the 
credit depos i t , if approved, wou ld apply only to new 
water cus tomers . 

Mayor Hammond and the Counc i l announced that un­
der Mentone 's new l iabi l i ty insurance pol icy al l publ ic 
o f f ic ia ls and town employees have up to 1,000,000 
dol lars wor th of coverage. 

Post Office Window 
Broken 

On Saturday n ight , December 27, one of the large 
panes of g lass at the Mentone Post Of f ice was broken. 
Postmaster Benny Goss to ld THE GROUNDHOG that 
what caused the w indow to break has st i l l not been 
determined. It was or ig inal ly thought that the Post Of­
f ice had been burglar ized, but after a tho rough check it 
was found that no th ing was miss ing . Carl James, 
DeKalb County Cr iminal Invest igator, and the Postal In­
spector f rom B i rm ingham both came out and inspected 
the damage; however, at th is t ime there is no evidence 
to indicate w h o or what accoun ted for the shat tered 
pane. 

February M A P A 
Meeting 

February 3, 1987 
Tuesday 

T h e P a r l o r 

S t . J o s e p h ' s O n - t h e - M o u n t a i n 

C h u r c h 

7 : 0 0 p . m . 

T H E 
C I T I Z E N S B A N K 
Large Enough to Serve You— 

Small Enough to Know You. 
M e m b e r FDIC 

Va l ley Head , A l a . 635-6453 



Poetry In Motion 
by Greg Purvis 

Like most fo rms of art, poetry and the wr i t ten words 
is constant ly chang ing . Fo l lowing last mon th ' s story on 
Poetry . I wou ld l ike to give an example of o ld poetry, 
and two examples of modern poetry. 

Public Pool 
This is my poem, an example of modern verse. If 

you've ever been to the pools in our state parks or to a 
big ci ty, you wi l l ca tch the images. Maybe th is wi l l help 
bring summer a l i t t le c loser. 
Smell the ch lor ine, dank and sour 
Be on t ime—tha t magica l hour 
The pool gates sw ing in the summer ' s breeze 
Enter the rancid ch i ld , gracefu l , w i th ease 
The pool waters sparkle w i th faint green smel ls 
But on the concre te beach you' l l f ind no shel ls 
No gent le waves or waters cool and mi ld 
Here, everywhere, is the hot- faced ch i ld 
An ocean of g i r ls in their bath ing caps 
Bik in ied fats w i th babes in their laps 
Sunn ing beaut ies w i th sk in made of copper 
The c los ing hour, all out , we pul l the s topper 
And the water runs down , out and away 
Unti l another hot summer day. 

Nonnahs 
This is the last poem in my story, an example of an­

cient verse. It is Ir ish in or ig in , and was t ranslated f rom 
Gael ic. The name NONNAHS is probably Celt ic in 
or ig in . Spel led backwards it reads " S h a n n o n . " 
In f ie lds of v io lets and rol l ing moors 
Where wolves prowl and snow pi les on oaken doors 
Where woods grow th ick and grass, l ike velvet, th icker 
I shal l go to the f ie lds and pick her 

O! Nonnahs, my l i fe! 
I must have, thy color to br ighten my house! 

I wi l l pick you f rom Br i t ish soi l when the 
Druids turn their head 
And I shal l plant you where the rose is sown 

I shall love you ' t i l l the earth is dead 
Buried under your purple brand, your roots caress my 

body 
I shal l plant you in r ich earth 
Where the ferns are sodden 

I shall water you w i th my sweetest love and 
Shine, the sun in my eyes, goes down 
To your petals. 
Nonnahs 

Earth Prayer 
This a modern poem wi th a strange use of imag ism. 

Let me be a t remendous rock 
Of basalt or of grani te 
Let me be the axis pole 
To hold up all the planet 
To hold the wor ld a-stage 

The 
Groundhog 
Published monthly by the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association. First conceived 
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized 
April 6, 1982, for the purpose of preserv­
ing and protecting the heritage, natural en­
vironment, and other unique qualities of life 
in the Mentone Area. Chartered as a non­
profit organization by the State of Alabama. 

THE GROUNDHOG STAFF 
Luther Y. Kei th , Edi tor 
Darlene C Kei th , Assoc ia te Editor 
Gregory Purvis, Reporter 
Con t r ibu t ing Edi tors: ' 
Desmond Disney 
Mickey St r ick land 

MAPA OFFICERS 
Amel ia Brooks, Director 
Donna Bukley, Assoc ia te Director 
Bi l l Riedesel , Secretary 
Harrell Jenk ins , Treasurer 

MENTONE, 
ALABAMA: 
A HISTORY 

by Zora Shay Strayhorn 

THE CHAPTERS. 
An Overview 
A Description of the Mountain 
Mentone's First Inhabitants, the Indians 
The Explorers 
The Civil War 
Post Civil War Times 
The Turn of the Century 
Heyday to the Depression 
The Camps 
The Churches 
Personalities and Legends 
Decade of the Centennial 

$6 by mai l f r om Box 50, Mentone, AL 35984 
$5 at local d is t r ibu to rs 

Make checks payable to MAPA 

(continued from cowr) 

Ed and David Mi l l ican purchased a C i tgo s ta t ion in 
Valley Head (where the Chevron is now), and saw an 
oppor tun i t y to acqui re the s ta t ion at Mentone w i th Sam 
as a th i rd partner. The s ta t ion had been bui l t in 1955 by 
a Mr. Gusta fasen f rom Flor ida. There were 3 rooms 
or ig inal ly , and the What ley 's added a grease bay, 
s to re room, and grocery s tore. 

Ed dec ided to return to fa rming, so the par tnersh ip 
was d isso lved, w i th Sam get t ing the s ta t ion at Mentone 
and David Mi l l igan keeping the Ci tgo in the valley. " I t 
took me one year to go broke , " Sam said, "Too ts 
reminds me that the last loaf of bread in the store I 
so ld on credi t . I so ld the s tore back to my Dad, and 
worked for Conten in ta l Te lephone Co. a year before 
going back to Denver to take a cons t ruc t i on job , then 
one w i th an elevator company . Sam spoke of his return 
to Mentone: " M y father was in bad heal th and needed 
me to help w i th the bus iness . 

"There have been a lot of changes in the bus iness 
over the years , " Sam ref lected, "new air too ls , air-
charged grease racks and such. There are many new 
products and now people have more money to buy 
them. I have had a lot of credi t cus tomers , but very few 
have fai led to pay me. At t imes, I've had to carry people 
who were go ing th rough a rough t ime, but most of 
them I cou ld count on to come th rough w i th what they 
owed, even if it took a long t i m e . " 

Sam to ld of his love for his mounta in home: " I l ike 
smal l t owns where the people I come in contact w i th 
every day are people I know and care for. I l ike knowing 
that I can count on fo lks who are my f r iends as wel l as 
my cus tomers , and they can depend on me. I operate 
the wrecker service most ly just to keep my neighbors 
f rom having to send for one f rom far of f . " 

Residents around Mentone know they can depend on 
Sam What ley to go above and beyond the usual and to 
support commun i t y e f for ts as wel l . He is a member of 
the Mentone Volunteer Fire Department , the DeSoto 
Rescue Squad, helped coach PeeWee footbal l for four 
years, and was e lected th is past June to the pos i t ion of 
"Worsh ip fu l Master " of his Masonic Lodge. Toots also 
gives much to the commun i t y : for example, her con­
t r ibu t ion of $500.00 funded half of the cost of a new 
scoreboard for the gym at Moon Lake. 

" I cou ld not have made it w i thou t Too ts ' hard work 
and sacr i f i ce . " Sam said of his w i fe 's con t r ibu t ion to 
the fami ly 's e f for ts . " I am able to take it a l i t t le easier 
because of all she has done to help bui ld up what we 
have now. The only reason I wou ld cons ider sel l ing the 
business wou ld be to give her the oppor tun i ty to stay 
at home and do some of the th ings she wou ld like for a 
change. " 

Sam vis i ts his Mom and Dad in Flor ida o f ten, and 
values" t t re o ld- t ime i f adit ions" of famity^and" "home. " M y 
fam i l y — w i f e , c h i l d r e n , g r a n d c h i l d r e n , p a r e n t s and 
sisters ho ld the most impor tant place in my l ife. I used 
to th ink money was impor tant , but it comes to mean 
less and less as I get older and re la t ionships begin to 
mean more and more . " 

Samuel Grady Weldon What ley is the k ind of manwho 
makes our town such a un ique place; Mentone is loved 
by i t 's res idents and remembered w i th long ing by those 
who have gone afar. Mentone is fo r tunate that Sam and 
his fami ly choose to make it their home. 

O u t s t a n d i n g a l l - w e a t h e r t r a c t i o n . 
X L M H/T™ s t e e l b e l t e d r a d i a l . 

• A g g r e s s i v e a l l - s e a s o n t r e a d 
d e s i g n f o r e x c e l l e n t t r a c t i o n i n 
a l l - w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s . 

• L o w r o l l i n g r e s i s t a n c e s a v e s 
f u e l . 

• W i d e b l o c k t r e a d g i v e s o u t ­
s t a n d i n g h a n d l i n g . 

$45.00 
P155/80R 13 

W E S T M O R E L A N D 

T I R E C O . 
301 SOUTH GAULT AVE 
FORT PAYNE. AL. 3 5 9 6 7 
2 0 5 / S 4 5 - 5 6 5 6 

I C K S o o d r i c h 

B F G O O D R I C H T I R E S A L E 

F A M I L Y H O M E D E V E L O P E R S 
Route 1 , Box 242-A 

Mentone. AL 35984 

205-634-4198 

Call today 
lor details! 

C O M P L E T E H O M E B U I L D I N G & R E M O D E L I N G 
A N Y T Y P E - L O G H O M E S A S P E C I A L T Y 

* * 0 u r p l a n s o r y o u r o w n s p e c i a l d e s i g n * * 

Lock and key or any stage of development 

ACREAGE AND BEAUTIFUL LOTS AVAILABLE 
D W I G H T ( G 0 M E R ) P O W E L L R O Y L . S T R I C K L A N D 

G n . c v r u s C. 

R U B Y ' S V A R I E T Y 
B r a s s * B i s q u e * G i l t s 

Duck. Swan, & Unicorn 
Miniatures 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

«$C j(C 5fC 5(C 5|C 5jC 5JC 5JC 5JC 5JC 5|C JJC 5JC 5|C 5JC 3JC 5jC 3fC 5JC 5(C 3(C 5|C 5|C 5jC 5jC 5jC 5JC 3JC jfC 5}C5(C5JC5fC5JC 

B r u c e ' s F o o d l a n d , i n c . 

w 2 0 0 0 e a u l t A v e . . N . F o r t P a y n e . A l a b a m a 3 5 9 6 7 p i t o n e : 8 4 5 - 1 9 7 0 # 
L» *A* *4" «sl* *X» «s|> «X' «SL» ^L* +lr +ls sl> *Jf ^ «4f *4f «X» «X* ^ «Jri(» 
T**T+*T+*T*-^+^'*^+ ^T1* ^T"* ^P* **ts» *nr* ^ n * ̂ r * ^ r * ^ n * ^T1* ^ r * ' T * ^T** ^T1* ^T* ^T* ^T** *T** ̂ T * ^T"* ^T * • 

Shan Bruce 
o w n e r 



SHARP 
MITA 

d d l e . i n c 
723 GAULT AVE. N. - BOX 489 

FORT PAYNE, AL 35967 

Authorized 
Deafer 

Typewriters 

F u l l L i n e Of 
• OFFICE SUPPLIES 
• FURNITURE 
• BUSINESS MACHINES 
• SALES & RENTALS 

PHONE: 845-3000 

HOT DINNERS 
SPECIALTY SANDWICHES 
HOMEMADE DESSERTS 

IAKI: OUT ORDERS 

LOG CABIN RESTAURANT 
& D e l i 

Winter Hours 
Motf Thurs. I I A . M . 7 K M . 

h i Sun 11 A . M . 7 P.M. 

IIISIURK AL HO 11:1. S(JI:ARI\ 
MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984 (205) 634-4560 

* OFFICE SUPPLIES 

* MACHINE 
E R V I C E 

Q U A L I T Y 
AND S ^ I C E 

906 GAULT AVE., N. 
FORT PAYNE, ALABAMA 35967 

PHONE: (205) 845-5476 
DANNY GREENLEAF 

used Books & comics 
Ceramic Miniatures 

Musical Gifts 
Come And Browse 

H45 9020, 
102 B 1st St., S.W., Fort Payne. AL 

845-3572 
or 1-800-826-8844 

D I S C O U N T T R A V E L 

S E R V I C E S ^ b . 
Now open at 1701-A Gault Avenue North. 
Airline Tickets at no service fees. Airport Prices! 

No Charge even if you already have reser­
vations! $150,000 Flight Insurance if we 
issue tickets! DISCOUNT RATES on all 
forms of travel for everyone! 

AIRLINES * TOURS * CRUISES * 
HOTELS * CARS * HONEYMOONS 

Limousine Services to All Major Airports 

Call Or Come By Today! 

YOU CAN PAY MORE!!! BUT WHY? 

Construction Steel 
Industrial Supplies 

F U L L L I N E D I S T R I B U T O R O F D A Y T O N 

A N D R E L A T E D B R A N D S 

M a r - M i l S t e e l & S u p p l y C o . 

R t . 1 1 S o u t h 
F o r t P a y n e , A l a . 3 5 9 6 7 

845-1841 

My favorite 
A l l N a t u r a l Teas 

Gourmet Coffee Blends 
Gifts - Crafts - Antiques 

On The Square in Mentone 634-4676 

G a r a g e D o o r s 
R e s i d e n t i a l - C o m m e r c i a l 

D o o r O p e r a t o r s G a t e O p e r a t o r s 

Fort Payne. AL Hh5-4494 

5 S E 
BUSINESS MACHINES 

The Bugler's Daughter 

Mountain Greenery 
b y D e s m o n d D i s n e y 

General ly speak ing, a properly balled and bur laped or 
conta iner g rown plant can be p lanted at any t ime during 
the year whenever the soi l can be worked. This inc ludes 
the winter where the soil does not freeze too hard to be 
dug. Bare rooted plants mus t be set in the ground 
when they are do rman t—la te fall th rough early spr ing. 

At Nippers ink and Camp Laney I usual ly wai t unt i l 
early spr ing to set out new trees and shrubs . Th is gives 
me t ime dur ing the fall and winter to take no te of " so re 
s p o t s " and decide wh ich p lants wi l l do best in d i f ferent 
locat ions. Spr ing is also the best t ime for those plants 
that need all summer to grow so they wi l l be wel l 
estab l ished before fac ing the vigors of our somet imes 
harsh winters . 

There are advantages, however, to fall p lan t ing . The 
soil is more l ike ly to be easier to d i g — m o i s t but not 
muddy and st icky, and s ince the soil is st i l l warm new 
roots wi l l sprout . The fo l low ing spr ing these new roots 
wi l l give the plants a head start over ones being p lanted 
at win ters end. 

Be sure to give your trees and shrubs room to grow 
by set t ing them far apart. Place them no closer together 
then they wi l l spread when ful ly g rown . A plant that 
spreads 8 to 10 feet when mature shou ld be placed 8 to 
10 feet away f rom other t rees and shrubs. When plan­
t ing a shrub c lose to a house or other bu i ld ing be sure 
to set it far enough away so that when it matures it wi l l 
not touch the wal l . Space between house and plants 
permi ts good air c i rcu la t ion that lessens the chances of 
mi ldew and other d iseases. In in sunny locat ion it a lso 

• prevents the plant f rom being baked dry by heat reflec­
ted f rom house wal ls . Avoid p lant ing shrubs under an 
overhanging roof where rainfal l might not reach the 
plant, and never plant d i rect ly under the dr ip l ine of a 
root where p lants are l ikely to be damaged by fa l l ing 
ic ic les or c lumps of snow. Somet imes it a lmost takes 
an act of fa i th to plant a young tree or shrub 5 to 6 
feet f rom a bu i ld ing , but, if it is a species that spreads 
5 to 6 feet, it wi l l need at least that much room — not 
only to avoid a c lu t te red look around the house, but to 
protect the heal th and shape of the plant. 

There is more to the proper p lant ing of trees and 
shrubs than just d igg ing holes in the ground. Plants 
usual ly do not need codd l ing , but they wi l l look better 
if they are given soi l of proper ac id i ty and texture. 

Soil texture a f fec ts the root 's supply of air and 
mois ture . Even though some plants can grow in swam­
ps and others on dry banks, most all of them do best 

• in jveJI dra ined, modera te porous soi l . The best way to 
provide th is is by adding organic matter such as peat­
moss, leaf mo ld , compos t or decayed sawdust . They 
open up non-porous clay so i ls to improve drainage and 
admit air necessary for good root g rowth . Yet they are 
necessary in very porous earth for they retain mo is tu re 
in l ight sandy so i ls that o therwise leak prec ious rain. If 
you use peat moss for cond i t i on ing soi ls , be sure to 
wet it repeatedly before us ing; o therwise, it wi l l remain 
impermable by water for a long t ime, then draw 
mosi ture f rom the sur round ing soi l to the detr iment of 
the roots. 

Since it is d i f f i cu l t or imposs ib le to add organic mat­
ter to the soi l (once the plants are in the ground) 
w i thou t in jur ing the roots , proper soi l cond i t i on ing at 
p lant ing t ime can make a great d i f ference in the heal th 
of p lants for years. Fol low the nurserymen's adage and 
dig a "$1000 hole for a $5.00 p lan t , " that is one tw ice 
the d iameter of the rootbal l and one-and-a-half t imes it 
depth . To prepare the soil excavated f rom each p lant ing 
hole use about one part organic matter to two parts soi l 
and mix wel l . A l ight app l ica t ion of bone meal (cot ton­
seed meal for ac id loving plants) or dr ied cow manure 
mixed w i th the soi l and organic matter wi l l give a good 
start to the plants. 

The acid i ty of the soi l may need ad jus tment as much 
as its texture. A great many shrubs do wel l in soi l that 
is very midly ac id. 6.0 to 7.0, but some shrubs, among 
them azaleas, bayberrys, and blueberrys, require soi l 
that is more acid ic, 4.5 to 5.5. For success w i th any 
trees or shrubs it is best to test the ph of your soi l , 
ei ther w i th an inexpensive kit available at garden cen­
ters, or by sending a soil sample to the county exten­
sion of f ice. 

Challenging 9 Hole Golf Course 
— Open To The Public — 

Cloudmont 
Ski and Golf Resort 

, '"v> On Li t t le River 

T h i n k S n o w ! 

Skiing Is Late This Year 
Come Visit With Us 

off DeSoto Parkway Chalet Reservat ions 
3 mi les sou th of or In fo rmat ion 

Mentone, Alabama 35984 (205) 634-3841 

Mentone Resident 
Wins Contest 

Tamra Hal l , daughter of Frank and Mary Hall of Men-
tone, won the " M i s s Wh i te Ch r i s tmas " Pageant wh i ch 
was held in Fort Payne. Tamra is eleven years o ld and 
is a s tudent in Mr. Bel l 's f i f th grade class at Moon Lake 
Elementary where she makes all A 's and B's. 

She is a ta lented young lady whose interests inc lude 
danc ing, gymnas t i cs , dol l co l lec t ing , and reading. She 
won the DeKalb Co. 4-H Talent Show in her d iv is ion at 
the County Fair in October . 

Tamra is a cheerleader for the Moon Lake Tigers, and 
enjoys it very much . She wou ld like to be a model when 
she grows up, and I wou ld guess that someday she wi l l 
grace the cover of Vogue and Mentone wi l l name a 
street for her! Tamra. we knew you when ! — M S 

B r o w n ' s C l e a n i n g 

& L a u n d r y 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Y O U R O N E S T O P C L O T H I N G 

C A R E C E N T E R 
8 1 7 G a u l t A v e . , F o r t P a y n e , A l a . - 8 4 5 - 3 2 4 1 

On Corner Next To Deli 

Lookout Mti?. Properties 
Jack £ . Jones & Associates 

New Log caDin , On Li t t le River 
Canyon, 5 Acres, Private Road, 

Terms — S55.000 

Lo ts on River, Lake Lahusage, and 
DeSoto Parkway - S8.000 

Ppope 634-3841 
Box 435 Men tone , A l a . 35984 

E A Y E C R ' S 
I I I I I C E N T E R 
FRESH BARBECUE SANDWICHES-

We Now Fill Propane Bottles! 
FREE ICE WITH THE PURCHASE 

OF A CASE OF BEVERAGES 
Cloud land, GA (404) 862-2711 

MON-THURS 7:30-8 F R I & SAT 7:30-9 
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The Hitching Post 
CROWS' NEST ANTIQUES 
Jean El rod — Bernise Crow 

MENTONE SUPERETTE 
P I C N I C S U P P L I E S — M E A T S , 

A N D G R O C E R I E S . 

5 A.M. TO 6 P.M. MON. THRU FRI. 
SAT., 6 TO 6 634-3111 

S T O C K S ' B O N D S 

W h e r e Your Savings D o l l a r 
Works a L i t t l e H a r d e r . . . 

David G. Brouwer 
201 (irand Ave. No. 

Fori Payne. AL 

845-4560 

E d w a r d D. J o n e s & Co. 
Member New York StocK Exchange t i c 
Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 

M U T U A L F U N D S G O L D - S I L V E R 

E M P I R E G A S I N C . O F F O R T P A Y N E 

(205)845-0711 

Emory Harper, Mgr. 

P. O Box 23 
201 3rd Street, S.E 

Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 
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Sat. 10-5 - Sun. 12-5 

T h e W h i t e E l e p h a n t G a l l e r i e s 
634-4529 
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