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When it comes to the history and color-
ful characters of the Lookout Mountsin
area, one would be hard-pressed 1o surpass
the knowledge held by Homer Crow of
Mentone. Chances are, too, that he's Kin to
most of those chamacters. In fact, he may
even be counted as one of them.

Now in his late 80's, Homer still cuts a
dashing figure as he stands alongside the
brow at the lage mountain chalet bome
thit he shared with his wife of nearly 60
years, Bemise Cooper Crow, until her death
in 2006, I did the nxk work on this house
when | was 75 vears old.™ Homer states, “1
built my own scaffold. made my own mor-
tar, und camied it up that scaffold Then, I'd
min out [of mortarjand have to climb down
and gt some more.” Bemise fretted he'd
fall and break his neck.

Like the stone he has worked with dur-
g most of his life, Homer Crow 35 a nat-
ur part of the mountain, solid firmly-
fixed, weathering the storms of life, and
reliable, And though his health has prevent-
ed him from being very active in the last
two years, be still has a way with telling
stonies that captivates the histener.

“The first time | saw Bermise, she must
have been nine or ten years old, and it was
dunng an assembly. [ don't think we called
it that back then, but all the students were
gathered there at Moon Lake School for a
program. They stood her sister, Jean, who
must have been five or six at the time, vp
in a chair, and they sang in front of the
whole school. They (Bemise and her sis-
ter) didn't go to school there long, though.
Her family moved around a lot. They dsap-
peared and | ddn’t see her again till she
was about sixteen, in church. But | never
forgot hes.™

Homer was ninctoen when he saw
Bemise again, It was &t the Church of God
in the Bankhead arca of Mentone. The
church no longer exists, but the image is
still very vivid to Homer. “Bemise was

good with the guitar. She had a big ole
black Gibson she'd play and sing in
church.” When asked if her music and
singing were what attracted him, Homer
grins and says, "It helped™

When Homer finished high school in
1942, he left to work in the shipyands of
Mobile and, subsequently, joined the Air
Force. This was during World War Il and be
hoped to be a fighter pilot. He took the
flight test and camed the highest score on
that day (3/4 of those who took it failed
it). He took the physical. For some inex-
plicable reason, he did not get called 1o be
a pilot.

Homer still regrets not having flown in
WWIL "I can just sec myself flying those
fighter planes,” he reminisces wistfully. “l
did just about everything else, though.
Company clerk, ran the water works in
New Guinea; ran the power plant in the
Philippines. 1 looked after all the clectrical
part. We even had an ice plant and I'd pull

Homer Crow, mountam gentleman

the ice and cut it up into 10-pound blocks.

“They just ddn't keep me busy enough.
I went over to the junk yard Got a bunch
of those old 3-cell batteries. Not like the
ones they make now, of course, I figured
out how to test the cells 1o see if they were
good of not. Then, T started taking good
cells, put them together and made new bat-
tenes. Well, they worked like new. The
SeaBees were across the way and I'd trade
those battenes to them for ice cream pow-
der. Of course, | had all the ice | needed
‘cause | was runnin’ the plam!™

It seems that Homer could be resource-
ful with food as well, “The Japanese had
radced our supplies and we didn’t have any-
thing to eat for two weeks but comed bee!
hash. | got sick of that and asked a man if
there was anything else | can eat. He came
out with a can of Vienna sausages. | heated
them with a blow torch and thought that
wias the best stuff | ever ste™

He continoes; “Someone had a gas-bum-
ing smoothing iron. | tumed it upside
down and made a stove out of it, One of
the boys in my fent— it Was 1in a coconut
grove and we were night there on the
beach— he got on officess’ mess duty and
got steaks. | cooked those steaks on that
stove. That was some finc eating!”

Another time, his friend who worked in
the mess got hold of a gallon of sliced
pineapple. He and two of his buddes ate
that entire can of pincapple.

Sometimes the dingers of war came
very close to Homer's unit. “The Japs had
dopped personnel bombs, Some of them
exploded, but a lot of them were dads. We
went around picking them up. We had an
air raid wamning that they were coming
back again. They never showed up. Guess
they got side-tracked™

During all this time, Homer and Bemise
had kept up a comespondence. “I knew she
was the one for me,” says Homer. “She
was a dandy." Homer got out of the Air
Force in January of 1946, He and Bemise
married in August of that same year in a
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double wedding ceremony with friends
James and Betty Johnson. Their mamiage
took place at what is now Mentone
Community Church.

Homer and Bemise bought a house tral-
er that they moved onto “Aunt Nettie's
Place.” They lived in it for nearly a year
while Homer built a house on Cutler
Avenue in Mentone, which is owned by the
Leland Cox family toduy,

Their oldest son, Bary, was bom while

Homer and Bernise, taken on their
50th Anniversary in 1996.

they were living in the trailer, which was
very small. Homer's brother, Clyde, lived
on South Cool Street in Mentone, and it
was there that Homer and Bemnise were
staying when Barry was bom. They
retumed (o the tratler shontly afterward and
work continued on the Cutler Avenue
house, Their second child, Coy, was bom
in that house. Oldest daughter, Joyce, was

Continued on page 8
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Join MAPA today!

Help us preserve
Mentone’s history

and impact its future.

Just $10/year induvidual
$15 for a couple
MAPA, PO Box 50

Mentone, AL 35984

From the Editor

There is an air of “possibility” here at Mentone these days.
Folks are once more looking for ways to make the communi-
ty a better place to live, work and visit. It is particularly
refreshing to see MAPA and MAAC making plans to see that
this year's Colorfest is one of the best in the history of
Mentone festivals.

Revitalization of buildings is taking place, new businesses
are opening up and thriving, new leadership is taking the
reins of organizations and new members and old are excited
about what is "possible!”

The spirit of “What can | do to make a difference?” is grow-
ing. Are you a part of it? Is there something you can do? Yes!
One way is to become a part of MAPA. The donation of
$10,000 toward a new fire truck for North Lookout Mtn Fire
Department, $5,200 toward the weather siren to be placed at
Moon Lake School and many other community-related dona-
tions are just a part of what MAPA is doing.

The membership drive is now underway and it costs only
$10 per person, $15 per couple for a year. Meetings are the
first Tuesday of the month.

Thank you to all those who have already joined and who
are rolling up their sleeves to work, hand-in-hand, with their
neighbors to be sure future generations of folks can enjoy
thatwhidmisaveryspecialplaceknownasMentone :
Alabama.

€

lothing is impossible. 7/u word
me!f says ‘I'm possible'!’
Audrey Hepburn

lbucy Mitehell
Retrospective
Portraits & Figures
Studio 117

the loft gallegry
through Jualy 3ist

at the log cabin officegs
of Mentong Realty

Presented by the
Mentoneg fArea Arts Couneil

Gallgry hours 9 till 4
Monday thru Friday; « ‘
10 till 2 Ssaturdays; ('
aundays by \ '
appoinimgnt. R

HEL? CHUCK FIND HIS WAY HOME!

June's Winner

W. Chuck Groundhog is the
official mascot of The
Groundhog Publication. We
thought it would be fun to hide
Chuck somewhere in the
Mentone area each month. You'l
find clues as to Chuck's where-
abouts hidden in the ads.

If you return Chuck to us,
you'll win a prize. This month's
prize is $25 Dollar Gift
Certificate from the Forge
Gallery at Mentone.

So, look for the clues, find
Chuck, and bring him home. If
you find him, call 256-996-5995,
or bring him by the Mentone
Realty office in Mentone to claim
your prize! (We'll also snap your
photo to run in next month's
Groundhog, if you don't mind.)

Brian Williams, of Little Rock,
Arkansas found Chuck at the
Mentone Market. Brian won dinner
for.2 from Big Jim’s Bama Q... ...




Jury 2011

THE GROUNDHOG

PAGE 3

—

: ” P .
Groat 100m has windows & doors galore &
coermmmnﬂu!\'m
dining Or enjoying the WE frepiace
Wichen has gas siove w/CONvection owen,
ts of cabinets + pantry spoces, Main
fevel MA Sulte w/walkn closets, &

| basement, 2 ca ot P'ra(c: breerewy
1}:3-1,900 (MLS #256522] (21007)

| TAKE REFUGE FROM THE CITY..in
| this 3BR/2BA log cabin situated on 2.8
| acres. Opan ving/Gning/Machen area.
| Maie-evel Master Sufte w/double vons
| ties, ceder ined walkin closet & lots of
| extra storage. Mourtain views, & wrap
| around porch & inground pool make it 8
perfoct place 10 get owny & relax!
Rocontly reduced 10 $130,000 (MLS
#511584) (20798)

THE UTTLE WHITE COTTAGE, plo
turesquely nestied amid the trees & cak
lead hydrangea in downtown Mentone,
next door 10 the Mentone Hotel
& Vilage Shops. Small & cozy.
2BR/1.58A, completely renovated
w/totally new interior, . (iech,

attached
yard, extrawide fot. Priced at only
$129.500. (MLS331553) (20249)

- y -
LUXURIOUS LAKESIDE UIVING! This
equistely designed & futnished home on
Memione's secret jowel, Lake Labusage, is
ready for you 50 enteriain guests fight from
day one! Compilete w/covered dock, pon
1000 boot & Sea Dool Over 3,000 sq it of
ving aron w/ S8R/4.58A, open Iving/din-
Ing. gatey kitchen w/ 10ts of cabinets &
pantry storage aroas. Spltsystem CH/A
Spacious screendd back porch, basement
faage, $349.000. (MLS #B55876)
\20999[

YOU CAN OWN THE FARM,_or &8 mach
of it as you can handie! Newlyconstruct:
od rustic farmhouse with 4.5 acres, of
buy the whole shobang with 15 acres,
fenced, w/fisherg pond & small bam.
Picturesgue yard w/heiricom Rowering
shrubs, big old trees & very pleasant
views from fromt or back porch. Come
home! $S167500 o $215000,
(MLSS45045) (20810)

REALTOR" Assoc. REALTOR*
256-996-1774

Assoc. REALTOR® Assoc.
25627344867

=

-~ {

TOR* Assoc. REALTC
2566358750 2562768422

www.mentonerealty.com

THE JAMES PLACE on the brow wath o
broathisking view of the wvalley bDelow,
mountaing deyond and those 1abulous s
sots! Over 155" brow frontage. House has
SBR/2BA, 2o stiached garage, hot wd
on back dock, aimost 2 acres of land. Less
thon A mie from downtown Mentone.
Residonce, rotreat or rentall We've just
Bstled this house and can’t imagine it last
long at this for » place on the brow.
Ondy $275.00001 Ca¥ Chartotte today for
more dotadls!

MOSSY ROCK AT MENTONE! Elogant,
yet rustic, 2BR/28A cabin w/vaulted
celling In great room; WB Fpl; custom
cabinetry; screened side porch off
MABS; HW & tile Noors; beamed ceth
Ings & walkin closets in both BRs
Clawfoot b & sep shower in MABA
Built w/energy efficiency in mind.
Wooded Iot with Itte 0 no yard mbin
tenance! $175,000, (MLS #664604)
(20416)

TWO FURNISHED LOG CABINS on ©
wooded acres, conversently located on
the road leading to Clowdmont Sk &
Golf Resort, Both have fireplaces, hot
twhs and 3/4 wraparound porches.
Great boulders in woods! Both being
sold fullyfurnished! Currently in cabin
rental, Greot vestment Opportunity.

The price is pretty d good, %00,
a on incredidie 59.900! (MLS
#406302)

THIS IS ONE OF THE BESTKEPT
SECRETS IN MENTONE. immaculately
kept, e now cabin in a treo & boulder
strown low maintenance setting. 4 bed
rooms, 3 bath with fully finished base
ment that is mostly undenground, which
would be great as a storm shelter.
$190,000 (21161)

UTTLE RED COTTAGE IN THE MEADOW
Is @ place 10 refax where it's nice & quict
Fab screened porch w/hot tub; lusurous
the shower in bath, 2 goodsired BRs;
CH/A & attic fon, Lorge detached
garage /shop. Perfoct for your private por
songl getaway of a rentad cabin, Pubiic
wiler, On 2+ acres, mostly meadow, Sur-
rounded by woods. Mertone. Recently
recduced to $90.000MLS #611279)
(20511)

| (19492)

Welcome To
entne!!

Stoe by our Log Cabin in front of
the Wildflower Cafe, we always look

forward to 2 visit from our
nelghbors and friends.

LOTS and LAND

LOTS OF LOTS from which 1o choose.
Wooded, quiet, restricted. Priced from ondy
$15.000 (Lot 20, 2ac), vp %o $135.000
(Lot 7, 1.38 ac ot w/138° frontage on E.
Fork of Lttle River), Hunter's Ridge,
Montone, (MLS 8725702) (20921)

19 ACRES WITH LAUREL CREEX runnnrg
through &, Very privately located. Beautiful
treos. Nco trall areas Jor horses or ATVs.
Bulid your sanctuary here. $78,000.
(21204%)

62.32 ACRES WITH GREAT VIEWS of both
valleys & Lookout Men from ridge top
w/great Dulicing sites On elevated, loved
ground, $265.900 (MLS #313915)

562 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL, WOODED
LAND in Mentone. Located on Co, Rd. 106
across from Loke Lahusage. Unaistubed
and on which you can design yowr own
nome of gotaway. Lots of wiliife & troes,
w/ & stream that runs through & hand-bult
mourtaln stone culvert. Power & water
ovallable. Priced at $83 500 (PLS #20850)

WALK TO TOWN OR BROW PARK from this
amadirg 1.5 acre oL Boulders nice hard
WOO(S and ¢Asy SCCeSS 10 City water make
this & rare find & & great in town buikiing
iot, $49.500 (PLS #21145)

CREEXSIDE LOT IN MENTONE! 1.13 o ot
with approx 200" of creek frontage In Ight-
restricted area w/ underground pwr &
City woter, Yes, this ot has it ol trees,
rocks & water, I you've boon considenng
Dullding 2 cabin, this is exactly the right
place. $29.900 {(PLS #20832)

20 AC W/NICE RISHING POND & DOCK.
Great plgce to take the family, park a
camper & enoy the weekends! Buid »

the woods, or severad! $115 000
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BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays Anniversaries
1 - Terry Hutcheson | = Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gilbreath
2 — Byrum Emory 4 - Charlotte & Hollis Gentry

3 - Larry Smalley, Andrew Gentry
4 — Gerry Disney, Orion Nicely,
Charles Hicks, Ken Sanders

5 - Donua Smith, Nathan Jones

6 ~ Elizabeth Brown, Al Kuchl

7 - Jimmy Blalock, Zoe Lovechio
8 - Eileen Perry (in memory)

9 - Rhonda Blalock, Kaylee Tucker
10 ~ Caroline Baty Key

11 = Garrett Colins, Barbie Hester,
Kanissa Smith, David Brnidges

12 — Charles Gray

13 - Jolee Brown

14 —~ Bob Crow

15 ~ Jessica Green

16 — Cecil Baty

17 - Kayla Hazell, Coy Crow,
Andrew Hicks, Katie Bird Cobble
18 — Raymond Blalock, L.C. Moon,
Brenda Wisner

19 — Oksana Cherbonneau

20 - Barry Blalock, Judy Dowait

6 - Larry & Gail Smalley

7 - Roland & Carolyn Hendon

8 — Joey & Kumi Dillenbeck

10 - Lesa. & L.A. Smith

16 — Walter & Lucy Fowlkes

20 — Amanda & Charles Gray

26 - Ralph & Susan Flynn, Jason &
Michelle Broome

HAPPY

21 —~ Jody Brown

23 — Taylor Blalock

25 - Robert Brown, Alie Blalock,
Dr. Bill Berry, Scott Meadows

26 — Allen Cherbonneau

27 - Marcus Sutton, Jim Gaylord (in
memaory)

28 — Jim Leftwich

29 — Ken Kirby, Floyd Wigley

30 — Rachel Collins, Brenda Green,
LuJean Pierce

31 - Marris Pierce, Paige Wright

[0 OKOU:!
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Right Along,

= - edk
59 888-805-4740, Ext. 12

www, VisttAlabamaMountains.com

COMMONITY CALENDAR

« 1st FRIDAY FISH FRY, July 1st, 3:30-7-ish, Pavilion at Mentone Inn. Fish,
hushpuppies and the trimmings. $5 a plate. All proceeds 10 benefit Strong Family
Initiative.

« “STILL KICKIN" IN CONCERT at 8:00 p.m. on the Square at Mentone, Friday,
July 1, with proceeds going 1o benefit Mentone Area Arts Council (MAAC). Bring
a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy an evening's entertainment. Admission $10.

+ "MID-SUMMER IN MENTONE" art exhibit on Saturday and Sunday July 2 & 3.
The art show will be held on the grounds of the Mentone Springs Hotel and the
Mentone Inn corner at Hwy 117 and 89. Mid Summer's coordinator Harry Ohme
says: "This will be a firecracker event”. For information go to www.menton-
earts.org or call MAAC president Sandra Padgett 256 634-3001.

* MENTONE FARMER'S MARKET on the Square (corner of Hwy 117 & Co Rd

89 DeSoto Pkwy) each Wednesday, 3-6 pm.; Saturdays 10 am-1pm. Under the
pavilion if bad weather. Buy fresh, buy local!

* MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION meeting every first
Tuesday of the month. 6:30 p.m. Mcon Lake Baptist Church. New fiscal year
begins in July. Membership drive underway. Bacome a part of MAPA and help
preserve Mentone's history and have an impact on its future!

* NEACC THEATER PRESENTS “SYLVIA" July 15-17th & Juty 22-24th. For
more information, call 256-638-4418.

* DEKALB COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD meeting has been rescheduled for July
28th, 5:00 pm at Facilities Bullding in Rainsville.

* GREENER DAY AT LRC CENTER, July 9th. The National Park Service staff
and volunteers will present greener living programs on the second Saturday of
each month. Topics include climate change, recycling, energy conservation, eco-
gardening, exotic plants, native landscaping, pollution pravention, green energy,
and more! 1 p.m, 1o 3 p.m. Free 256-782-5697

« GET W.E.T.!! July 11-15; July 17-21; July 23-27. Join the Water Exploration
Team for a 5-day water adventure. Backpack, rappel, camp and paddie over 5
exciting days while leamning how to test water quality on wild and scenic Little
River. Ages 14-18. For more information, call 256-634-8370

+ GROWIN' UP WILD! Little River Canyon Center. Every 4th Friday of the month
in summer. Fun nature and art programs for preschool-age children. 11 a.m. 10
12 p.m. No fee; some programs may have limited space so pre-registration is
encouraged. 256-782-8010

« RIVER RHYTHMS FAMILY FUN: ANIMAL TRACKS! Saturday, July 23. Kids
will learn about identifying creatures by looking at the tracks thay leave behind.
Each child will make his or her own track as a keepsake

Little River Canyon Center; 1 p.m. No fee; pre-registration is encouraged. 256-
782-5697

+ 25th ANNUAL WORLD'S LONGEST YARD SALE August 4th-7th Travel the
scenic byways of America for more than 630-miles of yard sales and unique trea-
sure finds. Follow the Lookout Mountain Parkway from Gadsden, Alabama to
Chattanooga, TN for the southern portion of the sale. Connect with the U.S.
Highway 127 in Chattanooga for the remainder of the route to Hudson, MI. 888-
805-4740

If you have announcements for the Community Bulletin Board, ?lease
email them to: ; ax 1o 256-634-0027 or drop
them by the tone Realty office.
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one 1o join in Worship on Sunday at 10 AM,  Stames, Interim Pastor, weicomes all 1o sm1mmmmmu
e,
; s Wednesday evening at 6PM, God Bless you. Sunday School - 9AM (10AM GA time); the Historic First Presbyterian Church

Church Sarvices 10AM (11AM GA time); and
Sunday night services 5PM (6PM GA time).

Summit Church of God Invites you 1o be in
service. Sunday moming 10:45 a.m., Sunday
night 5:00 p.m,, Wed. Bible study 630 p.m.
Pastor Lance Kincer invites ,
Summit Church of God will be renting spaces
for Worlds Longest Yard Sale in Aug. $10.00
a day. For info, call 265-634-4418

R L PR

PC(USA) at 300 Grand Avenue North in
Downtown Fort Payne. We invite you to join
us for worship this Sunday at 10:55 AM.
256-845-2015

Grace Presbyterian Church (PCA), 5760
Gault Ave., NE, Fort Payne, AL Rev. Billy
Dempsey, Pastor, Sunday School 9:45AM;
Sunday Worship - 10:55AM.

Menio Church of Christ invitas you to
attend the 10- and-11AM sarvices and
avening services are at 7-and-@PM. Visitors
mmmweioome

Mount Caivary Baptist Church, Cloudiand,
GA, welcomes averyone 10 come and take
par in our church services. Sunday School
at 10AM; Worship Service at 11AM, Sunday
avening at 6PM, and Wednesday evening at
7PM

DeSoto Church of Christ invites you to

attend Sunday Bible Study at 10AM, Worship
atﬂm WMyBcbbstwymePM

Howard's Chapel (Church in the Rock) has

The Sunday moming services at Winston
Memorial Presbyterian Church are held at
9AM each Sunday, except no sarvices on 5th
Sunday. Rev. Jerry Davis and Rev. LA.
mmmommmoaw-

Mentone Church of God of Prophecy
regular service imes are Sunday School at
10AM, with worship at T1AM. Evening ser-
vices begin at 5:30 on Sunday and 6 on
Wednesday. Rev. Dean Clak invites every-
one 1o attend.

ThoVulbyNudBaptm Church invites you
10 attend Sunday School at 10AM; Worship
Service at 11AM; Sunday Evening Worship
at 6PM; Midweek Service ( ) at
6PM: Women on Mission meet at 1PM the
second Tuesday of each month at different
homes. E s welcome 10 come.

R L

Lea’s Chapel Baptist Church welcomes

Mentone Community Church, 950
Summerville Rd., Mentone, AL 35684
Sunday Services: Sunday School 8AM - all
ages; Sunday Service 10:30AM; Bible Study
Wednesday 6.00PM; Youth Services 7.00PM

you 10 worship with us. 10AM Sunday Bible
Study, 11AM Moming Worship, 6PM Evening
Worship. Wednesday 6-8PM Awana (ages 4
10 18); 6:30PM Praise and Prayer time.
Located at 4212 County Road 751, Valley
Head, 835-1001

Visitors are aiways welcome at the Valley
Head United Methodist Church. Please join
us each Sunday moming for a tradtional
womhpmmgm

Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Mentone Chapter, is currently holding ser-
vices in the Woodmen of the Works Hall in
Valley Hoad. AN are invited to attend!
Sabbath School and Song service: 9:30-
10:45 AM, Worship Service 11:00-12:15.
Pastor- Wilbur Atwood: Lay Pastors - James
Hartiey and Ryan Bunnel.

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on
N. Gauit Avenue in Fort Payne holds Mass
Services at 10AM each Sunday-Engish;
1PM-Spanish 8PM-Englsh; Tuesday 6PM-
English; Wednesday 4:30PM-Spanish;
Thursday 6:30AM-English; Friday SAM-
English.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 1519
Smith Gap Road {County Road 85), Fort
Payne. Regular Worship Services are at
10AM Sunday. Bible class or Lent/Advent
Sarvices every at 6:30PM, Steve
Schrader, Pastor - 845-4314. Everyons wel-
come.
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway
11 North of Fort Payne, welcomes averyonse
&t Sunday School at 10AM, Worship Service
at 11AM, Wednesday night youth meeting at

6PM, and Wednesday night prayer meeting
at 6:30PM.

The Fort Payne Christian Center and
wmmmmmm

regular services 10AM each Sunday. You are
invited o attend these services or visil the
church at other times. Casual drass is always
acceptable.

Sunday and 6:30PM Wadnesday (Meaet al
Mentone Revival Cénter Bidg.).
Pastor Fred Johns

St. Joseph's on-the-Mountain Episcopal
Chumh - & piace of prayer, thanksgiving,
and celebration,

Come by any time 10 pray and give thanks.

averyone o come join us for services, with
900 a.m (e.s.L) and Worship at 10:00 am

Cloudiand Presbyterian Church welcomes
Pastor Roger Kvam. Bible Study Sunday at

Pra'y For Our
Neighbors

Open 24 hours every day. Sunday service is (esl)
at 10:30AM.
Mentone United Methodist Church, 415 @

Cutler Avenus, Memuabunamees

5:00PM and Sundoy Evening Worship at

8:00PM. On Wednesdays, Team Kids; Youth
Bible Study and Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Mesting are all at 6:30PM. Rev. Terry Turner
is the pastor at Moon Lake,

Alpine Community Church, 115 Hwy 337,

Menio, GA. Pastor and Rev. Tommy Pledger
webwreeachand .
vice, Sunday moming,
SmdaySchooHOAMGAm Wed. Night
Bible Study, 7PM GA time.

CMMWMMW
031 Monlom Am Brother Marlin

The Art
of Loving

rch Fromm clains in his book “The

Art of Loving® that "Love is the only

sane and satisfactory answer 10 the
problem of hurman existencs.” Modem
conceptions of love, he argued, tend to
fotus on love as a passion, something
that overcomes ug, juot as greed, envy,
or jealouvay Might overcome va. On this
view, we “fall in love®™ and it ls something
which happens to us, aimost against our
will, But on Fromm's view, love is an
action rmther than a paasion; it = the
activity of giving rather than the passive
recelving of someothing. So why ia love
the only sane and satisfactory anawer to
the problem of human existence” The
problem of human exastencs is really a
multitude of problems which conlsace
arcund a single problem: haw will we
survive as o apeciea? War, famine, the
poliuting of our planet and our genery
unwilingneasns 1o get along with each
other, Not 1O Mention our proclivity for
unspeakabile crusity, are ol jJust specif.c
exnmplon of the overarching problem,
The problem, na seen by Fromm, is that
*AN men are in need of help and depend
on one another.” The solution to this
problem is simple and stralghtforward |
actively seek 1o help one another, and
De aware of your own need for helip.
Againat that backdrop, love is the only
Qame in town.
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Alpacas Find a Home in Mentone
by Rhea Pirch

Our decision 1o buy four alpacas was casy. They sold us on their charm from the
moment we saw them at an alpaca farm in Wisconsin where | was doing research for an
article I was writing. Once the purchase was complete, we knew two things: we'd have to
find a home for them (since we were living in an apartment at the time) and that home
would be in the southeast. Doa was about to retire and | was about to graduate from col-
lege. It was time to move on.

In May, 2010, we begin our search, tmveling through North Carolina, South Carolina
and northem Georgia. After three weeks and no prospects, we agread 1o visit relatives in
Mentone and go from there. Don was bom in Valley Head, and we lived here in the
1990". We never expected to retum, but as we dove up Lookout Mountain from Menlo,
we knew we were headed home. A day later, as if Jed by a dvining roxd, we found the five-
acre property where Cutler Avenue meets West River Road, and named it “Moonglow
Alpaca Farm.” In September, after the purchase of the farm, we packed our belongings
and our alpacas, moved back 10 Mentone, and stiarted our new life as alpaca farmers,

Alpacas, native 1o Peru, are often confused with Hamas, Although they are both from
the camelid family, their dfferences are obvious. Alpacas are bred as fiber-producing ani-
mals and arc half the size of their cousin llamas, bred a5 pack animals. Llama’s cars are
banana shaped, and their coms are much coarser than alpacas’. Alpacas might spit at cach
other in a squabble over food. but they don't spit at humans, as llamas are more prone (o
&

- Although alpacas are most often mised for breeding, we decided for Don's retirement to
make Moonglow a hobby farm, and mise them as pets. Our four “boys.” Rebel,
Percussion, Paramoant and Diablo, are gentle and casy to care for. They grwe on grass in
the summer and cat hay duning the winter, plong with some grain twice a day. Since their
upper teeth are not teeth ot all, but a plate, they cannot bite. They all “go™ in the same
arca, 30 clean up, twice a day, 15 casy. Alpaca manure, more commonly called “beans™ has
its own benefit, It makes quality plant and flower fertilizer. It can be used immodately
without composting, doesn’t bum plants or flowers, and lacks the strong smell of other
livestock manure, Because their fleece is s0 warm, we shear them once a vear, in May,
before the hot summer sets in. Once sheared, they leave us with four to five pourk of
flecce per alpaca,

Alpaca flecce is highly pnzed for its numerous qualities; it is soft as cashmere, wanmer
than wool, and is not prickly. It has a rich, silky sheen that can be dyed and washed with-
out losing its luster. After the fleece is skirted and spun into yam, it can be made into a

variety of products including socks, scarves, sweaters, blankets and rugs. Last year, we

sent their fleece to 4 fiber co-op and were able (o buy alpaca products ot a discounted rte
This year, we decided to support local fiber antists and donate the fleece 1o those who GENERAIJ SI I IORE
enjoy spinning, weaving or felting, and perhaps leam a new cruft in the process.

We give our boys individualized attention every dey, something they didn't get when

they lived with over 100 other alpacas in the fanm where we bought them. With this, we 5951 AL Hwy 117, Across from Town na" in Mentone

have been able to discover their unique personalities. We have our leader, and our baby,
and also our sociable alpaca, who appreciates back rubs from humans, and our nbbon ODengw?‘:!ss ga:'e:k 1naw Gpm &

winner, who still poses & if he's in the show ring, thrée years after his last competition.

We invite the public to visit our alpacas & Moonglow Alpaca Farm, 164 West River 5
Road, and discover who is who. They love company, and will melt hearts, as they &d : N
ours, with their liguid biack eyes, long eyelashes and cunous natures. They welcome open o
hands filled with grain, and always smile for the camen. o g WUS
(Read mave abowt Kfe with elpocts on Rheg Pirch's Mog at www trangwilmeadowalpaces Mogspot com) pan =

The Gourdie Shop & Boutique
ONE-OF-A-KIND
 CLOTHING & JEWELRY

| think | can see Georgia

6089 fiwy 117 Mentone
q 156-634-4776

oo SRR Vist Us Onine at www Sowrdiescom e

z Open Fri-Sat-Sun 256-634-80080rvisitonﬁﬂeat VWV lix:iu’ negen .a-’uf«"i.if;q
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A Drought-Tolerant Flower Bed

by Susan Seago

I know it is early summer and
many of you have already planted
your garden, both vegetables and
flowers. But, | would like to men-
tion some annuals and perennials that
are very drought tolerant and need
little, if any, hand watering or care.
You can plant them and sit back to
enjoy.

One of the most magnificent flow-
ers for the center or back of the
flower bed is the coneflower (echi-
nacea), particularly the purple, which
may grow to four feet tall. Blooms
up to three or four inches will last
days. If you will remove the spent blooms, more blooms will follow
through the summer. There are now yellow, orange, white, and red cone-
flowers to provide a bouquet within
themselves. They are very drought
tolerant, growing in full sun to part
shade.

Yarrow is an old fashioned plant
and will fill your garden in one
growing season. It is so pretty with
its lacey leaves and wide bright
blooms. The original yarrow is yel-
low or white, but-now it comes in
shades of red, purple, and pink. It
grows so well that you don’t have to
feel bad when you remove some to
make room for other flowers. I have
a large yellow plant in my big sunny
garden. When it gets leggy or the
blooms fade, simply cut it back so it
will bloom again. It is a great companion to the coneflower.

Bachelor's button (centaura) is one of my favorite perennial flowers.
Its long tapered leaves and large frilly blooms provide a great backdrop to

the spreading verbena and Shasta daisies. The most common color is blue,

QY

//,, ---------- S"é,
~ Fine View Garden Cente

30 Garden Path

Summerville GA 30747

(on Hwy 337, 4.5 miles N of Menlo)
email fineviewgc@aol.com

website: www.fineviewgc.com

(706) 862-2600
‘Let'y Talk Planty!”

but there is a nice purple called
Amethyst in Snow, and a white vari-
ety, also. As with most perennials,
they need to be divided every couple
of years, to fill another bed or share
with a friend.

Cleome is a tall, wispy, colorful
annual that freely self-seeds to pro-
vide flowers from year to year. Its
nicknames of Cat’s Whiskers and
Spider Flower describe its blooms. It
grows to about four fect and will pro-
vide all-summer beauty.

Last, but certainly not least, are the
sedums. This 1s one¢ of the larger
family of succulent plants. Sedums
may be groundcovers as low as two
inches or tall to a height of three feet. |
All are extremely drought tolerant
and some of the groundcovers are
evergreen. Grow them on a hillside or in the garden. They will never dis-
appoint you.

All of the plants mentioned today require daily watering if in pots, but
once planted in the ground with their
root system established, they need
little maintenance. Plant in soil with
some amendment, water when you
plant them, then deeply once a week
for a couple of weeks. If we have
some good rainfall, there is no need
to hand water. Just keep the faded
blooms cut off and they will provide
you with a lovely pallet of color all
summer and into the fall.

This is just a very short list of
drought tolerant flowers. There are
many more to provide you with lots
of color throughout the summer. We
can have lovely gardens, even when
the weather is hot and dry.

(S usam 11

o freelanice wiiter o co-owner
of Fine View Geden Center)

Serving Northeast Alabama for Over S0 Years!
877-272-1451

BUILDERS SUPPLY CO, INC.

“Quality & Service You Can Build On™

Fort Payne Sylvania
(256) 845-1451 (256) 638-2244

Bring a picnic lunch

www. bsupplyv.net

Andéise i

In-Hosse Faovwoey Certifiad Tochmwoun Concrete Blocks
Paollets & Crates

Rool and Floor Trusscs

Instalied Insulation
Window and Screen Repair
Lumber and Building Materials
Custom Closet Design and Installation
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Continued from page 1

Homer and Bemnise, ﬂrﬂ dato

bom in Fort Payne Hospital. (Joyce passed
away in 2005.) Their youngest daughter,
Doreen (or “Reenie” as Homer calls her),
was bom in Chattanooga.

According to Homer, all of the children

You’ve Tried
The Rest...
Now Try The

BEST!

GIBSON
EXPERT
TREE

rogks 1o climb on

SERVICE L.Lc.

Licensed & Insured
30 Years Experience

Professional Climber
Call Mark Gibson
The Tree Guy

Email; treeguvmak @ aol .com

inhented their mother’s wiy with music,
*They're all musically inclined.” he says.
Unfortunately, Bemise's guitar wasn't one
of the instruments they ever got to play.
“We were getting ready to leave church and
Bemise stood it up against the car. She
went back in for something and then came
out, It was dark. Well, [ ran over that gui-
ur.” He xids, “Coy still grieves over that
ole black Gibson.,”

He decided to move 1o Chattanooga in
1955 with his growing family to seck
work that paid better. *1 was in commer-
cial construction & 4 carpenter’s apprentice
and 1 noticed the bncklayers were making
more money. So, | bought me some bnck
and mortar and taught myself how o Iy
brick,” Homer remembens

He laid bnck on commercial buildngs
all over the United States. Duning this
whole time, though, Homer would do side
jobs in and around Mentone, He and his
brother, Jessie, laad the back at what is
now the Mentone General Store and ot the
Mentone Church of God of Prophecy.
Several buildings and homes in the
Mentone area have stone work done by
Homer andfor his brothers.

Homer quit laying brick in the mid 60’
1o become general supervisor for a contrac-

By it

Donna Sutton (LMT#95)
(256) 634-3032

AL Hwy 117 * Mentona, AL 35984

Homer and Bernise, wedding d;y in
1946.

tor. The last commercial building he
bricked was a post office in the
Chattanooga area. He continued doing con-
struction until around 1970. He decided to
purchase a door company in Chattanooga,
man it for a few years and wound up selling
it, “I thought I'd retire,” he says with a

grin. “But, | &dn't."”

He and Tom Anderson started 3 wire
hamess business from scratch down in
Valley Head, which became very success-
ful. When he sold that business, Homer
says he “retired for sure.” Retired, perhaps,
but he didn’t bocome idle. He and Bernise
bought the home on the brow where he
still lives. Adding the stone fagade was
just one of the many projects Homer has
worked on there,

He snd Bemise took a very active role
in MAPA from its beginnings and were
instrumental in the success of its festivals
and other undertakings. The entire commu-
nity of Mentone owes much 10 ther
cfforts in so many areas. Homer still takes
an interest in The Groundhog and keeps up
with what is going on and is pleased with
the new life that scems to be springing up
in the paper, the organization and Mentone
in general,

His deughter, Doreen, is an active pan
of MAPA and continues 1o have an impact
in the Mentone community just as Homer
and Bemise did. It seems that Homer
Crow’s influence, sharing of knowledge,
and work isn’t done yet.

(Next month, we'll take a look & Crow
family history)

----------- Open to Public Year-Round:

CLOUDMONT
e glooamontcom

SADDLE ROCK GOLF COURSE
A The First Golf Course
establishea
in DeKalb County
“It's cooler Swingin' on
Lookout Mountain™
9 hole exacutive course,
18 tees
Atop Lookout Mountain!
Carts and Clubs
Available

Mountain & River Chalets with Kitchens

Call (256) 634-4344

VE
DUDE RANCH

HORSEBACK RIDING

Guided Trall Rides & Accommodations

(256) 634-4344

Fun for the whoie family

FOOD

rocks 1o cook on

202 GREENHILL BLVD.
FORT PAYNE, AL 35967

WE'RE OPEN
Seven Days A Week
Tam. - 10p.m,

. 845-1970

s WIC VOUCHERS
*FOOD STAMPS /JEBT
CARDS
*QUANTITY RIGMTS
RESERVED
*NONE 504D TO
DEALERS

WE FEATURE ALL THIS AND MORE

* Money Orcders

o Incoming & Outgoing Fanx Service

* Postage Stamps

* Caplos

o Deoll/Bokery

* Florad Department

s Froah Senfooo

* Extended Lines of Gourmet,
and Diet Food

WE ACCEPT
BEIEZSS=

Speciatty
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Angela J. Wood
Owner and AL/GA Broker

8090 thw 117, 8.
P Bo?tyM

Lookout Mountain Parkway
Mentone, AL 35984

Chelsea Carrier, AL/GA Realtor*
cheizoe @yahoo.com
706-859-1227

Email:
AngelaWood @centurytel.net

-
-~

-

Office: 256-634-4672
Cell: 256-997-8138
Fax: 256-634-4702

Toll Free
1-888-2561276

website:
LookoutMountainProperties.com

SECLUSION AND TRANQUILITY are nes
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Srow view. $180,000 (20571)
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NICELY WOODED 5 ACRES

DeSoto Parkway with Stream.
Can be Residential o
Commercial, Land has ol
homesite and greon house,
Large Rock  formations
Possibilities are
$100,000 (19419)

Endless!
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LEVEL WOODED PROPERTY
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LOG CABIN KNOWN AS "KNOWUS
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pocial qualities that go with the
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Brow in Coudand, GA, Wooded with

MOUNTAIN CHATEALL, Fool e you o
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SUNRISE /Moonnse on the East fioar %o s
Post room. 200,204 weh whirtood Lt and
2000 on e brow Seckuoed 4.36]%epame stower I masier. Lol overocking

MEADOW RUE CHAPEL, n

1 Merdone. Lush landscap

W Heavwenly ordaned Chaoedl, Glass
se, Coy Pond w/Runtain,

focen and FP. Ry eQuoosd Michen walls, and lron Gates. Eryoy the
avalable, must put in Well. Groat buyMentone cabin for yourself or use{®cres. A must seell SB5.0000c . o0 477 aows with 2908 on Sel0eace and serenfty this peopecty

(15134)
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CORNER LOT IN COUNTRY CLUB:
Great building lot. Buy lot & builder
will build your plans or will furnish a
plan or build home yourself.

INDIAN TRAILS, 2 lots for sale. 1)
2.71 acres (lots 12, 13) soid togeth-
er for building purposes. Brow view
city water, power, & paved rd. 2)
1.32 acres brow frontage & creek at
boundary. Wooded, city water, paved
rd. power. Both priced at $40,000

LOTS AND ACREAGE

ea. (19933)

ONLY KNOWN COMMERCIAL
ZONED B-1 in downtown mentone.
120x130 lot located just past men-
tone springs hotel and the Log cabin
village shops. many uses from pro-
fessional t0 retail. Bulld your own
business in mentone. city water,
paved rd. One block from central
business area. Reduced $39,000
(20021)

CO. RD. 800. City water meter in
place on wooded level 3/4 acre lot.
Perk tested. Minutes from Desoto
State Park. Build your getaway cabin
in the woods! $25,000 (20422)

EAST FORK OF LITTLE RIVER. 5.4
acres partially cleared. 200ft on
River, Secluded with private road
access. Scenic with rapids and
pools. $106,000. (19673)

THE DRIVEWAY HAS BEEN START-
ED tc bulld your Mentone getaway!
5.7 wooded acres across from Lake
Lahusage. Paved road frontage, city
water avallable, perc tested. Lightly
restricted. $58,200 (19865)

7.15 ACRES WITH WEST BROW
VIEW, great location between men-
tone and Desoto State park.
Wooded with partial drive. great
price at $135,000
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Old Wives Tales and Mountain Wisdom

By Charlotte Gentry

Here are a few tidbits of mountain lore I've heard
all my life. | had posted these on the Groundhog

Facebook page. Others were added by

friends of Groundhog.

* If you open a knife, you'd better be the
one to close it, or you'll have bad luck.

* Smoke blowing sideways means rain.

* Leaves tumed upside down mean rain,

* Woolly worm caterpillars can predict how

cold the winter will be.

* A homet’s nest built down low means a mild

winter.

* Red sky at night, sailor’s delight. Red sky in mom-

ing, sailors take warning!

* Plant comn when the oak leaves are the size of a squirrel's ear.

* David Ashley wrote: “When you hear your first whippoorwill, count on your

calendar 165 days...and the first frost of the year will occur during that week.
Amazing how well this works."”

* Linda Puckett Jordan wrote: “It is time to plant corn when you hear your

first dove of the year."

(If you have mountain lore, old wives' tales or folk wisdom to share, please

send it to edi o @y,

).L0M , post it on our

The Groundhog PO Box 387 Mentone AL 35984)

Facebook page, or mail o

Tina Burt-Edmondson
256-996-3779

Herita

Realty,

UTTLE GETAWAY near to
Desoto - State Park and
Mentone! Enjoy your retreats in
this 1BR/18A cabin offering
wood interior, Stove /refrnigera
tor, Rock formations, wooded,
and ready for you 10 enjoy! Cal
today! Only $95,000.

w”.mnﬂ The pool Is
waiting! 4 bedrooms with 2
baths (whiripoot), large kitchen
new stove and refrigerator)
LOOK at this full brick situated
on 2 acres. Only $169,900¢

S

NEW LISTING! HISTORY lives
HERE..Main home 3 badroom,
1.5 bath, originad pine BoOrs,
10’ ceflings, and crown mold-
ings. INCOME PRODUCING
apartment with open
ichen/ivng areas and show
or bath, outhuddings. $84 500

www.oleheritage.com

A few dollars a month.

’riceless
peace of mind.

Yaugha
501 Greenhill Bivd, NW., Ste. 510
Fort Payne, AL, 35967

(256) B45-5020

Life insurance isn't about
you not being around anymore,
It's about making sure your
loved ones will be taken care of,
no matter what happens. So
choosing what coverage is right
for you is an important
conversation — one that wed
like to have with you. We'll help
you decide on a policy that's
both valuable and affordable.

AUTO « HOME « LIFE
www.alfains.com
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Walter and Lizzie Stewart - A Civil War Tale of Survival

Part 1 in a series

(Editor’s Note: Greg Starnes, area Civil War
hisfory detective and writer, has graciously
submitted the amazing story of Walter and
Lizzie Stewart for readers of The
Groundhog. We will be publishing the story
in sevial form in the next few 8sues. )

Resting quietly in Mount Vernon
Cemetery on top of Lookout Mountain
are a Confederate soldier and his wife,
Not unusual. Many cemeteries across
Alabama - indeed across all of the for-
mer Contederale States of America -
have numerous such couples buried
within their borders. Also, like thou-
sands of other men
in their thirties,
Walter Washington
Stewart left behind
a wife and several
children when he
volunteered to fight.
He was simply an
ordinary man
caught up in the
maeistrom of an
enormous conflict,
Seaveral events that
occurred in the
summer of 1864,
however, would set
Walter and his family apart as extraor-
dinary exampiles of courage and sur-
vival.

Walter Stewart married Charlotte
Elizabeth “Lizzie" Russall in 18S1, and
promptly moved from his home in
Forsyth County, Georgia, to Factory
Town on the banks of Sweetwater
Creek in Campbell (now Douglas)
County, Georgia. A five-story textile mill
had been erected in 1849, and Walter
went to work at the mill. He and Lizzie
also began o raise a family.

in May of 1860, the superintendents
of the mill, now named The New
Manchester Manufacturing Company,
made the fateful decision to transform
operations from civilian to military. By
now Walter was employed as a boss-
man: With war imminent, when the
Stewarts welcomed their fifth child into
the world, they named him Jeflerson
Davis in honor of the popular politician
and Mexican War hero - and soon to
be newly-elected President of the
Contederacy - from Mississippi.

Georgia was the fifth state to secede
from the Union, and thousands of patri-
otic-minded southemers rushed to vol-
unteer. Walter was not so brash
Instead, he resigned from the mill,
bought a farm, and spent the rest of
the year building a house and making

Dol County, Alsbarm

O Waler Wehnge Srwert ol fiest i, Ourhios Bayou
Earabens Bl

sure that his wife and children would
be financially secure if and when he
ever had to leave them. No doubt he
was hoping and praying that the pre-
dictions of a short war would come
true. Nevertheless, in the spring of
1862 Waller knew It was time 10 go.

He enfisted in company K of the
forty-first Georgia infantry regiment on
4 March 1862. Known as the
“Campbell Salt Springs Guards™, the
unit saw is first major combat at the
Battle of Perryville KY on 8 October
Positioned on the Confederate right as
part of Brigadier General George Earl
Maney's brigade, the forty-first opened
the battle and suffered heavy casual-
ties. In December
they were
ordered 10
Mississippl, and
Walter's first
Christmas away
from home was
spent traveling o
Vicksburg.

The forty-first
saw action in the
battles of
Chickasaw
and

Champion’s Hill

before being cut
oft and forced to endure the hardships
of the 47-day siege of Vicksburg during
the spring and summer of 1863,
Paroled after being captured as part of
Lt Gen. John Pemberton's forces,
Walter was granted a muchdeserved
furiough. He was
able to go home for
the first time in more
than a year.

In remarkably
good health after
surviving such
ordeals, Walter and
the entire Stewart
clan enjoyed a very
happy, albeit short-
lived, reunion. Lizzie
probably informed

and clothing. Had
Walter pursued it, he may have

been granted an exemption. Never one

to shirk duty, though, he returned 1o his
unit. Lizzie, on the other hand, was
hired as a bookkeeper, She was now
an official
employee of the
Confederate gov-
amment. As
Walter was leav-
ing for the sec-
ond time, he told
his family that if
the Yankees ever
got close 1o their
home, ho would
leave the army
and come protect
them. Na'lve,
perhaps, but the
words softened
the goodbye.
The forty-first
was ptaced in
line of battle
again at
Missionary Ridge
on 2S5 November
1863, wintered in
Dalton,GA; transferred to Stovall's
brigade, A.P. Stevenson’s division,
Hood's corps In Joseph E. Johnsion’s
Army of Tennessee; and thence
engaged in the running batties between
Johnston and Union General William T.
Sherman in Georgia. Waller was in the
thick of the fighting at Rocky Face
Ridge, Resaca and New Hope Church.
Miraculously, he sur-
vived the spring of
1864. Sadly, his
youngest child did
nol. Little Jeff died in
May and was buried
in the Factory
Town/New
Manchester

Cemetery.

Still reeling from
her loss, Lizzie and
the other two hun-

Walter that the dred of so residents
Confederate of New Manchester
Congress had were startied to see
passed exemption Union cavalrymen
laws from military B suddenly appear on
:end spe'g'ﬁc TR - R e s S g:em:§e? Creek
e e

certain cotton and Brigadier General

wool items. High-quality osnaburg, a
fabric that is heavier than linen but

ighter than canvas, was produced at
New Manchester for the use as tents

George Stoneman had arrived with
orders from Sherman 1o place the town
- including women and children under
arrest. The charge: treason, for provid-

ing the Confederate army with sup-
phes

The mill, post office, company store
and other buildings were doused with
kerosene and set ablaze, The towns-
people looked on anxiously as the

Paseally of 422 Catterine Stewar et Eptrses Devid Haws Boyd
&hv‘fa-md-&uy)
Sested, e 10 rightt Bertie Loe, Epbran Devid Bass Bowd (htber), Symthe 5. Bopd
lesother ). Roorie Washengron

Yankees looted and stole whatever
they wanted. Several of them even had
the gall to eat a freshly-cooked chicken
supper right off of the Stewart table,
leaving them nothing! After this demon-
ic escapade, Lizzie instructed her two
oldest daughters 1o take Walter's
clothes and the family silver and hide
them. Stealing away into the woods
behind their house, Sarah and Synthia
Catherine carefully concealed the
Stewart valuables in a stump and a
holiow tree, The Yankees were none
the wiser!

Transport wagons arrived on 9 July
to take the prisoners to Marietta.
Ironically, Walter had been fighting in
the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain
above the town just a few days earlier.
Successful in repulsing three Union
assaults, General Johnston nonethe-
less abandoned his position in an
attempt to out-flank Sherman as that
general maneuvered toward Atlanta,
WALTER'S UNIT WAS ORDERED TO
ABANDON THE KENNESAW LINE ON
THE VERY DAY THAT LIZZIE AND
THE CHILDREN WERE CAPTUREDI!
Now firmily in Union control, the depot
was the starting point for a train
ride up the Western & Atlantic Rallroad
to Louisville, Kentucky, and prison.

Next month: Prisoners of war
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By Charlotte Gentry

Off the beaten path and tucked into
the shade of a verdant woodland,
Raven Haven Bed and Breakfast is a
truly peaceful spot where one can get
away from it all. At the same time,
owners Anthony and Eleanor Teverino
provide all the comforts one could
hope for in & homey, clegantly-rustic
seling

For Tony and Eleanor, the place is
truly a home and haven. And, there
was a bit of good luck involved in their
finding the place. The Teverinos had
originally come to Mentone in 1991
with the thought of purchasing the
Mentone Springs Hotel, “He loved it, |
didn’t,” says Elcanor, “Thank goodness
we didn’t buy it!" They both knew, in
spite of its elegance and history, the
hotel's condition made it too big a pro-
ject for them to tackle. :

But, once they'd seen Mentone, they
fell in love with the area and started
looking for another place where they
could open a B&B, They talked 10
Sharon Barron (the original owner of
Mentone Realty) and it so happened
she had listed the home of Homer and
Bemise Crow only two days before. As
soon as they saw it, the Teverinos knew
they'd found the right place. “The flow
was there,” says Eleanor. Tony adds,
“It was a very quick deal.”

It was a circuitous journey that led
the Teverinos 1o Mentone. Tony, bom
in New York, was an only child whose
father had emigrated from Northem
Italy at the age of eighteen. His mother
was of Scots-Irish descent. Eleanor
was bom in Northern [reland, one of
thirteen children. She knew she didn’t
want to marry a farmer, so she
announced to her family (at the ripe old
age of nincteen) that she was heading
to America.

“Whatever you do, watch those
Italians,” Eleanor’s father told her: His
warning (o her probably stemmed from
his experiences during the time he'd
spent in The Bronx as a young man
learning the stone mason trade, which
he had taken back to Ireland and by
which he supported his family.

Eleanor went to live with an aunt in
The Bronx and, in spite of her father's

Great places to stay in and around Mentone

Raven Haven

dire warning, she met, fell in love with
and married an Italian-American in
1966 and took him back to Ireland to
meet the family in 1967. “Bless his
heart,” Eleanor says of her father, He
took to Tony right away.

They eventually settled in the
Atlanta area, where Tony worked for

AT&T and Eleanor raised their two
sons and worked for the Manetta, GA
school system. When Tony 100k carly
retirement, it was time to pursue their
dream 10 own a B&B . This brought
them to Mentone and ended with the
purchase of Raven Haven.

Upon purchasing the house from the
Crows, Tony and Eleanor decided to
leave the structure basically unaltered
on the exterior, but wanted to finish up
a few things on the inside and add their
own touches. Eleanor continued work-
ing in Marictta and Tony’s job was to
renovate and clean up what needed
doing. “We finished the attic area for
our living quarters and when Homer
(Crow) came to see it, he said that's
exactly how he'd envisioned it."

One of the largest projects Tony
undertook was tearing down walls
between the three small bedrooms on
the West side of the house and tuming
it into one large bedroom. (This beauti-
fully-appointed room is now “The

Queen Anne Room.™)

They bought the house in early 1991
and had it open for business by that
Fall. “We thought maybe this would be
a five-year deal (running a bed and
breakfast),” Tony says. It seems to
have agreed with them, though,
because Raven Haven is celebrating its

20 anniversary this year,

“The people who come here are
wonderful,” states Elcanor. “They
always bring something with them. 1
don’t mean material things. They feel
at home here and it’s not unusual 1o
look out at the garden and se¢ a guest
sleeping there in the swing.”

The beautifully-landscaped gardens
of Raven Haven reflect Eleanor’s spe-
cial gift at making things grow. Some
of the gardens are formal, such as the
hidden Japanese Meditation Garden,
others are a riotous mixture of flowers,
herbs and vegetables such as potatoes,
carrots and zucchini. “Most of our
guests come from the city and can't
have a garden,” Elcanor says. “They
come here and enjoy ours.”

Tony and Eleanor's grandchildren
love to come and visit, delighting in
the woods and gardens. Eleanor beams
when she speaks of their visits, “When
they come, they look at me and say,
‘Little Grandma on the Mountain, |

Prairie Room

think I'll stay here."™
Raven Haven Bed & Breakfast is
open year round and has been featured
in several publications, including
Southern Living and the Atlanta
Continued on page 13
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“rest” of your life,” seems to hold
entone (anr]k‘elt

Your hosts at Raven Haven, Eleanor and
Tony Teverino

Journal Constitution. Guest reviews
on the Raven Haven website reward
Tony and Eleanor for all their work to
make the place something special

true for those who stay there again
and again.
Each of their four, themed guest

rooms is filled with charming furnish-

ings, many of which were built by
Tony. In addition to the “Queen
Anne” there is the “Nautical Room,”
complete with portholes and a ham-
mock (in addition to the queen-size
bed); the “Casablanca Room™ with
tropical getaway décor accented with
movie memorabilia of Bogart and
Bergman; and the “Prairie Room™
perfectly furnished with rustic, hand-
crafted furnishings and a great stone
fireplace

Whether sitting in the Kitchen
enjoying a cup of coffee and pleasant
conversation, strolling through the
gardens, or taking a quick nap on a
swing, guests of Raven Haven find
that Tony and Eleanor Teverino do,
indeed, offer them “the rest of their
life ™

(For more information, visit
www ravenhaven com: email
yn or call 256-634-4310)

fevenno®@aol .o

,‘.':‘J;L
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Our

Mountatn Gro«

P.,,..

Open 7 days a week
256-634-4686

5872 AL HWY 117, MENTONE, AL 35984

BIG JIM'S BAMA @

Specializing in BBQ and Good

Southern Home Cooking

at the Hammondville Crossroads :’1 3
Hwy 11 and Hwy 117

» 635-6160

Insurance
Jobs

Email: DavidMitchellO33@gmail.com
P.O. Box 680777 Office 256-845-6431

Fort Payne, AL 35968 Mobile 256-997-6431

Known for Quality - General Contractor - Insurance Jobs

The Citizens Bank| -
of Valley Head

Large Enough To Serve You

Small Enough To Know You

Ider
657-5122

Member FDIC

Maork Mnchell, Agent
17174 AL Hwy 75 Novth
Honagor, AL 36478
Bus: 256-657-6252
mark.mitchaellb2giesiatefarm.com

W all feel the same commitment
1o carg for our famibes. Holping
YOU M@at your INSLurancs Neaeds

15 part of my commitment 1o

you Like a good neighbor,
State Farm Is there

CALL ME TODAY

Al raam

StateFarm

e Farte 1Bocrrerion B

Mentone
634-4744

Valley Head
635-6292

imswn AN
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Diary of a
Chicken Lady

Part-three
By Kristen Emory
n case you
I:isscd the
xcitement
over the last two

months, heré is a
bit of a recap.

#1 My dod and
I bought two lay-
ing hens and |
am scared to death

of them,

#2 To help cure my fear 1 bought six
baby chickens.

Now that you are caught up, let me
share a little more of my wonderful
chicken experiences.

What respectable chicken famer only
harvests two eggs a day”? None, as far as
I am contemned!

So, my dad, Jim, and I decided we
need more laying hens. Thelma and
Louise need company and the baby
chicks will not begin to lay until the
fall. And, least of all, we need enough
eggs 1o make an omelet!

Dud and | bravely take off to
Collinsville Trade Day. On our previous
trip we took a more experienced chick-
en person, but todsy we will hande it
all on our own.

Our confidence is high. We can
pick out a pair of good laying hens
without any help. We have read our
boaks and have been taking care of two
hens and six baby chicks for three
weeks. We are now seasoned veterans
of the chicken game and ready to fly
solo,

We amive at Trade Day and stant
walking the rows of chickens and roost-
ers. We walk and look. Walk and look,

aguin. | spot a lady who looks a lot like
I &d the first time | came to Trade Day
to buy chickens (rookie!). 1 overhear as
the dealer is trying to sell her a pair of
chickens —a rooster and a hen, She is
asking all the familiar, dumb questions,
and 1 just feel for her. | have been right
where she is tody.

The dealer walks away and I lean
over and say * You don"t have 1o have
rooster.” “What do you meanT” she
says. “How do I get eggs?””

I quickly tell her the information | ,
have learned from my book. Chickens
do not need a rooster to make and fay
eggs. You only need a rooster if you
want fertilized eggs and hatch baby
chickens. (Mind you, 1 played it cool
and dd not reveal that 1 am a book-
trined chicken Iady.)

The dealer retums and 1 quickly move
on. I am no rooster-hater and don’t
wint that reputation at Trade Day, but,
roosters are loud, big, and mean, | bet?

Pickings were slim on this day, but
we spot a pair of black hens, Arucanas(
leamed that in my book). “They will
be laying in about a month,” the man
says. Dad and I whisper , “We can't go
home empty-handed .. We have to have
at least two more hens... These look
okay.... Clean, have all their feathers.

Then 1 say to dad, "Are you sure
those are chickens”” “Yes, they are
chickens, Kristen,” dnd says. Ok,
omelet, here we come!

They bag them up. Yes, chickens
get put in potato sacks and toted out of
Trade Day. | tell you, a live chicken in
a bag and a snow cone, what else could
a girl ask for? We get them in the crate
to cary them home with no trouble, we
are experts ot this now, remember.
After all, this is our second hen-buying
expedition.

As we pull off, Jim says, “You
sure those aren't Buzzards? If we just
bought Buzzards don't you tell any-

body.” “BUZZARDS! You said they
were chickens!™ He is retired and there-
fore has more time to study and read the
books! What does he do with all of his
free time anyway? | think a schedule
may be in order for Jim. Buzzards? Do
you think they sell buzands at Trude
Day?'?

Our new bink (buzzards/ chickens)
appear to have a bit of a poop issue,
Tom says it 18 nothing that a little
Pepto won't fix and that it was gross
that I even noticed

Anyway, instead of a book, | went to
see Mr. Oliver &t Oliver Feed and Seed
in Henagar. | bought chicken feed and
he gave me some tretmeycline to give
all the hens. | had stepped outside of
my book and saved my chickens.

Later that week my son Saddler had a
softball game and I was talking to
Robbie Smith (Macy's dad) about my
new binds and feeling slightly boastful
that 1 had found a treatment for their
“problem.” But, before | could brug, he
said, “Oh, they are about to start lay-
ing.

Fear overtook my body. | have
killed my chickens! I have treated them
for something that was only natural,
What Kind of a chicken lady am I?
Robbie calmed me and smid, “A little
tetracycline can’t hurt a chicken.”

And, sure enough, my two Black
Buzzards started laying the prettiest
green chicken eggs you have ever seen.
Thank you, Beula and May. The two
eggs you give us each day make a won-
derful omelet.

Chicken Lady?

Knsten Emory

(Kristen Emory and her husband, Tom,
resick in Mentone and, in addtion to rais-
ing chickens, ar owners of Mentone
Maket)

3630 N. Gault Avenue
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967

JOHN CROW

Business (256) 845-5475
FAX (256) 845-5475

RECIPE CORNER
(This recipe is supplied by Tony and
Eleanor Teverino of Raven Haven
B4&B. Eleanor thought it would be
perfect for this time of year when
blueberries are in season. Metrics
have been converted to Standard
US measurements)

Cream Cheese
luebe T

9-inch (1x23 cm) sweet pastry tart
case (crust)

4 large eqgs, separated

1 ¢ (100g) caster sugar (super fine
sugar)

115 0z (3259) cream cheese, soft-
ened

$ tsp vanilla extract

1 tsp ground cinnamon

1% ¢ (75q) fresh breadcrumbs

1 ¢ (125g) fresh or frozen blueber-
ries

Pre-heat oven to 325 degrees F. -
Beat egg yolks and wiar with elec-
tric mixer on med-high speed until
pale and creamy. Add the cream
cheese, vanilla and cinnamon, mixing
until smooth. Use a wooden spoon
to stir in the breadcrumbs and
blueberries until incorporated.

Beat the egg whites in a medium
bowl with mixer on med-high speed
until firm peaks form. Folc? the
whites into the cream cheese mix-
ture. Spoon into the tart case (pas-
try shell).

Bake for 45 minutes or until golden
brown. Remove from the oven and
let cool to room temperature in the
pie tin,

i Ecological Designs, Inc.

Custom building
a more beautiful home for you

~

Low Maintenance
Superior Quality

+ Construction
* Design
» Site Prep

\_Ph. 256-634-4124
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- Mountain Lore—Sassafras

By Chariotte Gentry

Perhaps one¢ of the most familiar plants in the woodland is the humble sas-
safras tree. At one time revered for its medicinal qualities by mountain families
(many of you may remember being given sassafras tea as a spring tonic when you
were children), this interesting plant has
seen its share of controversy as regands
its benefits versus its risks,

The tree is easily identified by its
leaves. One of the most singular things
about the sassafras tree’s leaves is that
you will find three different types of
leaves on the same tree: elliptical, three-
lobed and two-lobed (two-lobed leaves
can be right or left-handed “mittens™).

All parts of the sassafras have the dis-
tinctive, pleasant, spicy smell and taste.
Leaves can be chewed right off the tree
and make a nice little woodsy snack.
Generally, though, it is the sassafras root
and bark that is harvested, dried and
then used for tea,

Some people like to grind the dry
roots into a powder. This is one of the
main ingredients in file’ powder, used by
Creole cooks to make gumbo. Most
folks, though, just break or cut the root into manageable pieces and steep them in
boiling water, add a little honey, and enjoy this tea for its taste, or for its medici-
nal qualities (the cures and remedies purported for sassafras tea, or the uses of
sassafras oil externally are numerous!).

Sassafras oil is what gave Root Beer its distinctive taste. And it is the Safrole
oil in Sassafras that has also led to the controversial ban of sassafras as a food
additive (except in file gumbo) by the FDA in the 60's. (Needless to say, if you
give a lab rat sufficient guantities of most anything, it will cause adverse effects.)
For those who would prefer to continue using sassafras, it may be wise to remem-
ber our grandmothers” wisdom: “All things in moderation.”

Sassafras is the only North-American spice. The word “sassafras™ means
“stone breaker.” Its wood is soft and yellowish and is used to make posts, crates,
barrels and pilings. Parts of the tree are used in soap making, the oil used for per-
fumes, and a yellow dye is produced from its bark. Sassafras from other parts of
the world is used in making camphor.

So, when you're walking through the woods and think you catch a whiff of
root beer, look for a sassafras tree close by. Try 1o find one of each type leaf, then
enjoy a leafy snack. (Personally, I think the mittens taste the best!)

wats o sovaion  (CABIN RENTA
1-888-920-844:

Tina Burt Edmondson » 0 1

3 "IN REMEMBRANCE: PAGE CUNNINGHAM

e Mr. Wiliam Page Cunningham, who was an aclive member of Mentone Area
+ Preservation Association (MAPA) and had served as MAPA President, passed
« away on May 6, 2011, at the age of 74
* Page was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, He was a member of the lrondale
* Methodist Church (but attended Howard’s Chapel on Lookout Mountain while fiv-
ing in Fort Payne) and was a 50 year member of the lrondale Masonic Lodge.
Funeral services were held at Howard’s Chapel and he was buried in the adjoin-
ing cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family asked that contributions be made to the charity of
» your choice. Mr, Cunningham is survived by his wife Margaret Cunningham, sons
e Leslie Page Cunningham of Birmingham and Scott Patrick Cunningham of
« Atianta, daughter Stacy Frazier and husband Reid of Birmingham and step-
» daughters Dianna Lynn (Tim) Upton, LeeAnn (Greg) Ratcliff, and Tammy (Robin)
* Keenon, and 12 grandchildren. (Information courtesy of Wilson Funeral Home,

* Fort Payne, AL)
+ The Coltage GIft Shop

Gifts for all occasions.

Embroldered Gifts
Quilts

Memory t-shirt quilts
Camper Gifts
Balloons for all occasions

Perocs from the fMlontons Morket
o Thredy t Sy

| Valley Head |
| Medical Clinic |

Cathy Blinger, CRNP » M. Ejaz, M.D, '
Hours: M-F from 8:30 to 12:30 ’

256-635-6600 |
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~ North Lookout Mountain
Volunteer Fire Department Open House

On Saturday June 18, 2011 there was smoke drifting in the air at the new
Alpine fire station on County Road 165. It was not an emergency. It was deli-
ciously-roasted hot dogs and hamburgers being served by our volunteer fire
department to the crowd gathered to celebrate the opening of the brand new
station. The afternoon was sunny and bright and the families gathered to view
the very impressive new 3,000 square-foot building.

J.P. Nation, out-going treasurer of Mentone Area Preservation Association,
presented Chief Joseph Lee with a donation of $10,000 for the purchase of a
new fire truck. NLMVFD Board members David Tucker, Chuck Lawley, Bob
Crow and Gus Spahr were present to accept the check. MAPA parliamentarian
Amelia Kirk-Lolli was also present. Mr. Nation made an impression with the
four-foot-long check (of course there will be a smaller one to deposit in the
bank).

The building is almost complete; and has been constructed with most labor
provided by our dedicated firemen. It has three bays, storage galore and an
office, bathrooms, and kitchen area that are still under construction. The pro-
ject is debt- free. It will serve the community on the edge of our town, as well
as the Alpine area. The property was once owned by Ms, Dorothy Crow, who
sold the property at a very under market price to help the community.

This new station exemplifies the spirit of cooperation between the public
servants, citizens and leaders of our community. Mentone is indeed a very
unique and wonderful place to live. MAPA continues to be a viable part of that
SPIrit. (article and photo submitted by Sandra Padgett)

“Continuous service by the same family since 1933"

e sera. BROWN’S
CLEANING & LAUNDRY

“An old company with new ideas™

*Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens * Drapery Cleaning with Machine
Decorator Fold » Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning * Fire Restoration & Odor
Removal * Wedding Gown Preservation » Alterations * Pillow Cleaning

817 Gault Ave. N. (256) 845-3241

Full Laundry Service

The Mentone Farmers’ Market

is open all summer on Wednesday evenings from 3 PM- 6PM and
Saturday mornings 10 AM —~ 1 PM. The non-profit market is a place for
local growers to sell their produce and a resource for education on the
advantages of sustainable local food production as well as providing a set-
ting for the community to access fresh, nutritious and delicious local pro-
duce.

Local, Local, Local-you are always guaranteed locally-grown and pro-
duced products at your local year-round, producer-only market. Look for
the Buy Fresh Buy Local sign. Pledge to buy local vegetables to enter the
$10 market bucks drawing. Local artists are welcome to show and sell
their creations at the bi-weekly market.

New this season, EBT/SNAP benefits can be used at the farmers market,
Go to the information booth for processing. Senior Farmers Market
Nutrition Program vouchers are accepted by most growers at the Mentone
Farmers' Market. If vou know a senior who needs help applying for the
SFEMNP vouchers on line, send them to the market for on line access.

In the month of July, there will be a lot of vegetables to choose from:
squash, cucumbers, potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, egg plant, kale, comn, gar-
lic, watermelon, cantaloupe, green beans, peaches, berries, herbs and more.
Each market also offers eggs, honey, sorghum, breads, baked goods,
humus, cookies, jams and jellies. Grass fed pork and beef are often at the
market and you can order pasture-raised chickens.

Recipe for July:
Green Bean Salad with Feta Crumbles

3/4 cup olive oil

| clove garlic, minced

1/4 teaspoon pepper

1 small red onion, thinly sliced

1/4 cup apple cider vinegar

1/2 teaspoon salt

2 Ibs fresh green beans, trimmed
4 ounce feta cheese, crumbled

In a jar add oil, vinegar, garlic, salt and pepper. Shake to emulsify & Set
aside. Steam green beans for 12 minutes or until crisp-tender. Immediately
place beans in cold water. Drain and pat dry. Combine beans, onions and
cheese in a large bowl. Toss well. Pour on oil mixture, cover and chill for
I hour. Yield: 8 servings.

The non profit market sponsors many events through out the summer,
July will be the biggest tomato contest month, To enter, bring in the
biggest tomato from your garden for weighing. The last Wednesday of July
we'll announce the winner and present the $100 prize. Tomato sandwich
tasting will be part of the day. 3rd Wednesday of the month is a cooking
demo, using the offerings at the market. This month there will be several
ice cream socials, come join your friends for home made ice cream and
other goodies.

There's cold water and coffee at the information booth. Dekalb County
Master Gardeners man the booth and have gardening information, recipes
and can answer gardening questions.

Come see us rain or shine in the square next to the Mentone Inn. If it’s
raining, we're on the pavilion behind the Inn. For additional information
contact Les Rivett 256-657-7247.

Follow us on Facebook at North Sand Mountain Farmers Market and
on the web at www.mountainmarket.org.
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2107 Gault Ave. N., Fort Payne
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teining. ‘8.3 scres +/- $279.900
(18256)

B2 storage sheds and 8 2-

gnraee. $199,000 (16371)

CUSTOM BUILY LOG CABIN....
situated on 2 lots in Laured
Creek. 2 LARGE BR/2BA,
clous great room m{\ cat a
ceidlings, hﬁ:ocy' f:'oots. 024::'
arage, & jshing doc
189,900 (18898)

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
property located on Hey. 117 in
Mentone s now FOR SALE!
Approx, 1350 +/- sqft. Room for
expansion on this 1.36 + acre
lot. ONLY $142.500 (20377)

LAUREL CREEK...Customn home
offering Z8R/28A, comfortable
Iving/aning  ares w/cathedrst
callings, rock fireplace, over
600" of screened porches, and
a00ess 10 3 lokes. $194 500
(16918)

LOVE PEACE AND PRIVACY?
Own this  secluded streamsade
3BR/ZBA cabin with two-Story
family room, firepiace, kitchan
w/isfand, appliance package,
8nd dining area. 3.17 acre prop-
erty $254.000 (21135)

SITTING ON

TOP OF THE
WORLD... UNIQUE “round™ cabin

offening an open space,
J8R/1 most all furmishings
9.58 acres and SPECTACULAR
views of tho valley and mountains
beyond. $295,000 (20120)

vang

THIS IS ITM Custom 3BR/
2.58A, BONUS room, HRwving
w/lireplace, tchen/dining
combo, aboveground pool
w/0eck, 1 acre, overioowng

pond, $219,000 (20051)

ke g ke 10050

FEELS SO RIGHTY! 3BR/28A
Cabin ‘ggc;tlt; spacious floor
phan, . Soaring cedl
Ings. Mm&vca:gcmna. stn
loss stool appliances. Laundry

ored porch,

room, @and cov
$169,000 (21114)

CUSTOM BUNT, 2 BR/28A Log Caben
Shuatad on shaded, acres.
Two stone fieplaces, Aaurious ot 3
Sosir sltoping porch._detached stor

L SOOBONN gl caten, By pOnd
&vﬂ Wit 5 Sie six Do gos

| e T S350 500 GRaTEy .

00 AhowRe " W
monm, A MUST stlmoo.ooo.wwn

s BT

NANDCRAFTED W I
found  theoughest this 208R/28A
moustan home. Fastutes reat room

access 10 and
rads $179.500 (19135

BROW LOTI Gorgeous views all

$79.900 (19860

[BUILDING LOT (.59) 0on DeSoto Parkway near The Ciffs. $25,900
(21143)

around from this besutiful 1 +/-

acre ot in Mentone, $158.900 (21131)
3 +/- ACRES on the East Fork of Lntle River. $142.500 (17568)

GREAT BUILDING LOT situsted inside the city hmits of Mentone
Property has an existing storage bulding and spiit rall fence

Uttie River

restricted, (17327)

land, Come see all thot Mentone has 1o offer as you plan to build|
River tracts offering fantastio year round mountain your getaway! $64,900 each (20577/20878) \
waoter, swimming, canoe to Little River Canyon. Private, geted and

43 +/- ACRES IN MENTONE! 500" on Brush Creek. Possi !
Owner financing available 10 qualified buyer. $199,000. (Additional |
. Purchase both parcels for a 1oty of B!

42 acres av

BREATHTAKING SUNSETS and views awiit you on this 6.5 acres oo 5379_03‘0, (18729)
w/300' of brow frontage, $345 900 (17268)

START YOUR NEW HOME HERE IN MENTONE, ALABAMA! The pos-

TIME WILL STAND STILL when you see this view! 106" of prime)
Drow view with paved road fromtage. Walking destance 10 dowriown |
walk 10 dinner Of have an iCo Credm cone
sivilities are endless as you axpiore these 3 acres. The entire réar randy to bulld. Al Mentane City services availablo

Mentone

of the property rests on Little River, adding 10 the features of the (21055)

W !

acres for|

Lavel and
$109.500

R R R RN,
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Salute To Camp - Camp Riverview
A Letter From A Camp Mom

Dear Susan,

1 wanted to take a moment and share with you my heart in regards 10 Riverview; the
counselors and the impact they have made in the lives of my three girds

Let me start with a short story. Many (11) years ago when we were trying to detenmine

where to send our children (0 school we attended an open house at the school we ultimate-
ly chose, While there, one of the Dxk gave an analogy of a child being a three legged
stool and in order for that stool 1o be stable each leg had to be strong. Those legs ane one:
home, two: church and three: school. When | share with others about Riverview | explain
that my girds® lives are composed of a four legged stool and the fourth leg is Camp
Riverview. My girls are strong and confident not just from what they have [eamed from
me or their dakly, not just from what they have leamed at their Christian school and not
just from what they have leamed ot church. My girds are also strong and confident beciuse
of how you and the counselors at Riverview pour into them every summer, | don’t know
how you pour into them, | only know you do. They come home stronger, mose confi-
dent, and wiser, Basically, just more amazing than when they left for camp

My oldest is 16 and, sadly, this is her last year as a camper but hopefully, not her last
year ot camp.” When she stops and thinks about this being her last year, she literally tears
up, She LOVES camp. She LOVES the people at camp. She LOVES everything about
camp. Camp is where she goes to be free — free from being a teenager, free from me and
her dad and our expectations, free from peer pressure, free from stress — simply put,

FREE from LIFE and all that comes with it. For her, camp is the happiest place on eath,

not Disney World,

You have counsclors who have impacted her (as well as my other girls) in such amaz-
ingly positive ways. You have counselors who no longer work & camp, who have basi-
cally aged out (so to speak) who continue to pour into her, continue to mentor her, con-
tinue loving her and have been doing it beautifully for 6.7 years. As a Mom there aren’t
to0 many places I can go to find good Godly young women | can hold up as role models
for my girds, Girds that ] would be proud to lead my duighters, advise them, guide them,
basically help grow them into good Godly young women. As a Mom, | have found that

. FUNERAL

ed & Operated for over 50 years

me Own
2 John |. Burt
e Licensed Funeral Director & Manage; p
Valley Hea
Fort Payne e
845-3232 635-62

BUYING GOLD & SILVER

JEWELRY & COINS
We Pay More!

Same Location Since 1959

PRUETT JEWELERS

69 Main Street East « Rainsville, Alabama
256-638-3210
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a Riverview. |
don’t know if your
counselors have any
idea of the impact
they make cach dwy
they hug one of
those girls, each
duy they help some-
one not be so
homesick, each diy
they brush wet hair,
cach dy they shake
their head in dis-
may, cach day they
have 10 inlervene in
some girl dernn, or
each dy they pour
out God's love, The
impact they make
is HUGE!! I believe
God uses the hands and hewrts of those at Riverview to touch my girds in ways indescrib.
able by mere words.

I LOVE YOU ALL, those 1 know and those | don't, Each of you is incredibly spe-
cial. Each of you is a gift from God Thank You for being there for them, 24/7 and |
don't just mean when they are AT camp. Thank you for the Love, Thank you for the guid
ance, Thank you for the good advice. Thank you for the text messages. Thank you for the
phone calls. Thank you for the prayers. Thank you for the encourngement. Thank you for
the journey, it has been and continues to be AMAZING!!

All my Love and then some J

Tammy Robinson
A Mom from Atlanta

-_” lentone

| E MASSAGE
10edding Chapel

THERAPY

Kerry Breithaupt LMT
National Instructor AL#456

HOT STONE MASSAGE

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
GIFT CERTIFICATES
CABIN/HOUSE CALL

S

Ofhices in
Nestied In the woods a0p Lookout Mourtan, nes "'(",“'
Mereone, Alabama, T Quaint e Chapet IS sur Mentone & Ft. Pavne
rounded by ferma, forest and Sowers. The chapel is a » 73 o ~ 7
scaled version of tradtons Appalactran churthas of 9 'y, ')/1_()(\()‘)
days gone by, Stained gass windows fterning soft for st VU
o8l SUNvys ond Sofl ONEan MusC a0Cert an ambeencs -
Mnling the wodding Cememony. insade wooden pews will
seat sppronrmatedy S0 puests

Unds Paterson, owner of e ChaDel, sl e ed
Jor It began wih & Dell, and now that De¥ rings &
newlyweds et the door of the chapel

[ Coae Lite Coromovier * _Maric * L\rlwmpb
Flnovse * Rocoptions * Lidping * Limrwrine |
To avrange ywwar wedfiag or renewing
of youer wedding vows, cali

256-634-4181
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Salute To Camps - Skyline and Laney

The Bridge To Mentone

By Joy Clark Langley

Last fall, while standing on the bridge that crosses Little River connecting senior
campers and owners to Camp Skyline property, my thirteen-year-old grandson
posed the question, “Meme, when you were a camper at Skyline did you ever think
that onc day you would have a house in Mentone””

| had to admit real estate would not have been first and foremost in my preteen
brain. In those days | had other pressing issues to consider such as whether or not
my partners-in-crime and 1 could row our canoe fast enough to sneak-a-peek at the
boys of Camp Laney AND manage to return before the ringing of the next activity
bell.

Or, I might have been deep in thought,
speculating about possible places of con-
38 ccalment for the famed “golden horse-

2 shoe”. The horseshoe was hidden by
counselors at the beginning of each ses-
sion. The person who found it gained
instant camp-wide notoriety and 1000
bonus points for their club: the Mounties,
Rangers or Troopers.

As an adult, I have been blessed to be
8 able to retum to those memories and to
Mentone, In 2009, my husband and |
invested in this mountain mecca and
completed our own cabin by the river,
aptly named “Riverbend.” Our grandson
attends  Camp Laney annualiy and holds
the prestigious pedigree of being a third-
generation camper. This strengthens our
connection with, and love for, this comer
of Alabama.

This connection with Lookout
Mountain began in the 1950’s as my fam-
ily fled the polio epidemic in our home-
town of Montgomery. Children and elder-
ly were deemed more susceptible to
polio. As a result, my grandmother chaperoned the children of our family to
Meatope. We were refugees from the South seeking asylum and cooler weather in
a disease-free environment

Then, as now, the summers in Montgomery were filled with oppressive humidi-
ty, thick enough for you to run a knife through. Because of this and the lack of any
qualitative data about how polio was spread, doctors and city officials made
attempts to close all possible pathogen vents in hopes of blocking exposure and the
further spread of the disease. There was no air conditioning and Montgomery offi-
cials enforced mandatory closure of local swimming pools and recommended daily
rest periods for all children and elderly citizens.

My parents complied with these guidelines while I, as a ten-year-old student
seeking summer fun, self-righteously fumed with disappointment at these seem-
ingly-senseless rules. | even went so far as to voice my frustration 10 Mother and
confidently proclaimed, “I have decided I would rather be back in school than fol-
low these rules!™ My mother probably felt the exact same way!

That summer, my grandmother and her sister made the fortutious decision to
head north 1o “The Mountain™ 1o escape the homd heat and any lingering viruses
in Montgomery, These visits became tradition and it was on one of these that my
family discovered the summer camps in the Mentone arca.

The grandmothers vacationed at several quaint hotels located on the mountain:
The Mentone Springs Hotel, Mentone Inn, Nippersink and Riverside. The latter,
Riverside, stood proudly across the river from Camp Skyline, (eventually this hotel

was absorbed by the camp and still remains the perfect place to cater and/or corral
senior campers.)

Being the oldest grandchild, | was given the honor of going to camp first in our
family. Proudly, my friends and I would parade to Skyline and stay for a month
without looking back. My younger cousins had to wait with envy and listen to all
our enhanced camp stories until they were “of age.” The girls in my family even-
tually followed me to Camp Skyline while their brothers were dropped off at the
boys' camps, Lancy and Alpine.

Our family camp adventures have become legend and have made indelible
marks upon the collective chapters of our memonies.

I must admit, though, my favorite summer took place after my freshman year in
college when I returned to spend yet another summer in Mentone. | was finally an
official, card-carrying, Camp Skyline Counselor, Nightrider, assigned to mentor
and care for the girls of Brookwood and Roundhouse cabins. | never felt taller
that summer than the session my younger cousins returmned to Skyline as lowly
campers. | had made it full circle and the elevated status of “counselor”™ lived up
1o my every expectation,

The expenence of going away to summer Ca.ap was a vital part in my life that
molded my confidence and nurtured my independence as a young woman. | am
convinced the ritual opened doors for me to feel secure in selecting to attend col-
lege in Memphis, where [ didn’t know a soul.

Over the years | have been reacquainted with people from all over the South who
went to camp in Mentone, Alabama. Often, someone will overhear a conversation
where [ mention going to Mentone and their reaction is, “I went 1o camp in
Mentone and 1 loved it!” '

As my two children came “of age” for camp, I reconnected with Camp Skyline
and Camp Laney. They continued the summer tradition and both spent several sea-
sons enjoying the same activities I did as a camper. They would anxiously await
the summer and another session at camp. Like myself, long after their camper days
were over and both were in college, alumni from their camp days would resurface
and often friendships were ignited from a shared camp memory as the spark.

S0, now our grandson carnes forth our tradition and at the age of thirteen will
return to Camp Lancy for his fifth summer. He has friends he looks forward to see-
ing ¢ach summer. He keeps up with them throughout the school year and even runs
into them (literally) at Aubum games with their families.

To deepen our family’s Mentone roots, our son (from Charlotte, NC) has bought
the lot next to ours and is building his own cabin by the River with the help of local
craftsmen. The peaceful environment of Lookout Mountain, the healthy culture of
music and community in Mentone, still appeals to him as an adult.

In response to the onginal question, it is true, I did have other things on my mind
as a young girl. But standing there on that familiar camp bridge I knew the warm
memories drew me back to this familiar Mentone life year after year, I feel as if a
part of me did know that some day | would returmn to this mountain and stand on
that bridge, that was and continues to be held as vital to generations of women and
men. At this ime in my life, | may be standing on the opposite shore, but [ will
always be able to see the other side of that bridge through my memories, my chil-
dren and my grandchildren.

Valley Head Drugs

114 Commerce Avenue
Valley Head, AL 35989 o

256-635-6812

Cynthia and Wayne Wooten, Owners

“We appreciate your business”
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(photo by Heather Nicely)
Have you noticed the new Wildflower
Café sign? It took quite a lot of doing,
but the huge logs were finally put into
place with a crane and the result is per-
fect! Congratulations, Wildflower, on
your new sign!
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“BREAKING NEWS”

By Patricia Shavers

Don't you just love cable news? It's such an improvement over the old dull
kind. You know what I mean. Old Huntley and Brinkley and Cronkite, they
were so bland, no emotion in their voices when telling us what happened that
day. You couldn't even tell what their opinion was of whatever news event they
were covening. B-O-R-I-N-G,

Now with all these cable news stations, you can just pick out the one that sees
things your way, reinforcing what you already figured, what your instincts already
told you. Sometimes, if you're like me, you probably say to yourself, I just knew
thus-and-so was going to happen if things kept going along like they have been
going."”

And here's another thing about the way the cable delivers the news these days.
Their body language tells you right off how they feel about a subject. Not like the
old school boys. Nowadays the folks that deliver the news have very noticeable

facial expressions. For example, if they frown or have a furrowed brow their body

language tells you right off how they feel about the story. They can have a sad
look, a happy, a surprised look, a disgusted look and gosh knows how many
more.

And there's another thing that’s different from that boring old news we used to
get. The old news guys were very stingy with their adjectives and adverbs, They
hardly ever said, “always” or “never” or “scary”™ or any of those words that let
you know up front in the newscast what the viewer's appropriate response should
be. Someone once said, “You can tell a lot about a man by the adjectives and
adverds he uses.”

But I must admit there is one thing that bugs me about the cable news. It's
when they flash up a banner meant to stop you in your tracks. When the words,
“BREAKING NEWS" flashes across the screen | used to assume they meant,
“Hey guys, this is a big deal! LISTEN UP!™

But seems to me that over the years the standard for what | used to think was
“BREAKING NEWS" has become a little lax. For example when | see “BREAK-
ING NEWS" - CELEBRITY SO-AND-SO HAS DONE THUS-AND-SUCH, or
“BREAKING NEWS" - POLITICIAN WHAT'S-HIS-NAME HAS DONE
SOMETHING STUPID OR CRAZY." implying because of what he did we are
all going to h—- in a hand basket, I, for one, don't think of this as “BREAKING
NEWS” since some of this happens pretty near every day. | dare say some of it
would not even have made it into the old-timey thirty minutes a day we used o
get before cable news.

What bothers me the most about how low the bar has been set for “BREAK-
ING NEWS" is sort of like the problem of the little boy who loved to cry,
“WOLF! WOLF!" all the time just to see the townspeople come-a running when
there was really no wolf at all. The townspeople got tired of his tricks and started
ignoring his cries. So when he really saw a wolf and cried “WOLF! WOLF!"
nobody came to rescue him ‘cause they figured it was just another one of his
tricks. As you know, the story did not end well,

So if anybody knows anybody in charge of cable news you might want to sug-
gest they start making sure when the banner flashes “BREAKING NEWS"™ across
the screen, it better be important or ¢lse we all might start flipping to the Weather
Channel ‘cause that’s at least a little piece of information we might find helpful,
like finding out if we need to take our umbrella when we go to the store

lm L,Ro\ NDHOG

.Dilcy Hilley.

Pace 21

Farewell Kathryn Tucker Windham

Kathryn Tucker Windham, master storyteller, author of 25 books,
and public radio personality, died June 12, 2011 at her home in
Seima, AL. She was 93.

Mrs. Windham's weekly commentary on
Alabama Public Radio was a favorite
with our family each Saturday morning.
One of our favorite phrases is a quote
from Mrs. Windham, “No real
Southern cook evah puts sugah in
her cormbread.” Of course, one has
to be listening to Ms. Windham to
catch that delightful drawl.

She is probably best known for
her collections of ghost stories,
aimed particularly at young readers,
but enjoyed by readers of all ages.
The first one was 13 Alabama Ghosts
and Jeffery, published in 1969.

Mrs. Windham was born in Seima on
June 2, 1918 to a banker father and teacher
mother and grew up in Thomasville. In 1946, she married Amasa
Benjamin Windham, and they had three children.

She is survived by her son, Amasa Benjamin, Jr. and daughter

. Her husband and daughter Kathryn (Kitt) Windham pre-
ceded her in death. She was buried in Selma.
e - 1
i : e,
HOTEL 5
Featured in The New\’orkﬂmw&-mnx Book. :
“1000 Places to Visit Before You Dic”

WEDDINGS « CORPORATE RETREATS » REUNIONS « ROMANTIC GETAWAYS

6114 HIGHWAY 117 * MENTONE, ALABAMA 35084
P: 256.634 4040 * W, MCTONeSprings.com
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Hats off to MERF to A Birday Party
“Leave Me In Mentone™! D s

Hello Mr. Chickadee.

The style quota has been reached in Mentone with the great new “Leave CO,,',,?; {,’;".,?: &m;ed
Me in Mentone™ baseball caps to complement the “Leave Me in Mentone™ I've got plenty, all you need.
t-shirts. Many cars are looking cool t0o with the “Mentone on the : .
Mountain” car tags now available. The MERF(Mentone Educational pir i sty lamifogding
Resources Foundation) board is so excited about their new sale items and You're a pleasure on my deck.
hope that everyone will agree. Rest  minute. What the heck?

Hello titmouse. How are you?
Why should you support MERF?

When you're in my field of view
Makes me smile and makes me happy.
: S 24t . You' ht, ick and )
Confident that a committed group of individuals can make a difference, DD S P e Y

local citizens established the Mentone Educational Resources Foundation - \\ynn. your :::\en soft and mg,
(MERF) in 1993 with the first project being the purchase of the communi- OUTS 30 CIaRY, yOU TS 30 QUICK,
ty house. As a non-profit, MERF continues to honor its mission state- Ywmm s e doa'mmwn 5 =
ment, which is “To enrich the learning and living of the community by

identifying needs and coordinating resources.” The community house is

Nuthatch you are such a clown,

used by many for special occasions, for meetings, for piano lessons and for .‘,\ mmm%m
the community Easter egg hunt. Some of the main programs offered by I would get in such a tizzy!
MEREF include free tutoring after school, senior lunches at the MERF

house, scholarships for college and technical degrees, teacher workshops, m"mﬂmm‘ﬂ:,“’
in house field trips and an Arts program at Moon Lake School. The MERF Upside down is quite a trick.
board is so appreciative of the rich and varied support offered by others in Once | saw you eat a tick!
the community through their time, expertise and even finances. To supple- My son calted me on the phone,

Worred | was all alone.
No, Dear Son, I'm hale and hearty. s
Come on down and join the party! BN g

ment its one fundraising letter distributed in December, the MERF board
sells “Mentone on the Mountain™ auto tags as well as “Leave Me In
Mentone” t-shirts and baseball caps in an assortment of colors. For those
who want to support MERF's desire to build a healthy, vital community,
these items can be purchased at Little River Hardware, o July 1-3 - Art Gallery @ Mentone Grand Opening
Mentone Market, the Forge Gallery, DeSoto State = LS

Park country store and Mountain Laurel Inn Bed (8 Joyce and Robert Hoffman
and Breakfast. Also, become a fan of MERF on e g‘;’,"lgw% e
facebook. For more information, contact in.thé Cabil across. from

MERF at www.merf.mentone@ gmail.com or the Post Office.
call Sarah Wilcox at 256-634-4673. Open every Friday h
Sunday from noon to 5P
through the summer,
Mentone Grand Opening this weekend,
on the mountain with a bunch of new art and
, artists (and refreshments). See
S8 website ArtGallery.Mentone.com.

might need a ladder

FIRST FEDERAL
Bank

The finest traditions of community banking

Fort Payne Rainsville Ider
845-1077 638-6342 657-6255

Ask about our Paily Specials and Family-Sized Casseroles
256-845-4699

1702 Sawit Ave. N, Fort Payme

We're more than bankers, we're your neighbors and friends.”
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been posted in some area businesses, but reminders won't hurt.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL urge all businesses in Mentone to maintain the sidewalk and
walkway areas near their businesses. Keeping the areas neat will not only beautify their businesses,
but it will also serve to lower risk of accidents that may occur when views are obstructed for drivers
and pedestrians. This will also serve to remove weeds where snakes may take shelter.

Business owners are also urged to remind their customers (especially those with children) that Hwy
117 is a major highway and to use caution when crossing or walking along the roadway. Notices have

We want to keep Mentone beautiful and make it a pleasant, safe experience for our visitors.

: Use this form to subscribe to The Groundhog. 1
[ 1
: Name !
Address !
I 1
i i
:C'rty State Zip :
J Date :
=Have The Groundhog delivered to your mailbox! Give The Groundhog for a :
birthday present or as a special gift for someone you love. If gift, please give
I the name and complete address of recipient. Renew your own subscription. I
I Just $15/year. Send your check payable 10: i
! The Groundhdg !
i 'PO BOX 387, MENTONE, AL 35984 L
‘-----4----.-—--.-.-.-.-_-.

QUILT TRADITION TO
CONTINUE AT
COLORFEST 2011

A hand-made “Dutch Doll" quilt
will be given away at this year's
Mentone Colorfest, October
15th-17th, 2011. Mrs. Clara
Bridgeman, of Valley Head, is
currently working on the quilt.
Chances will be sold prior to and
during Colorfest, which is always
the third weekend in October.
Tickets will be for sale in the
coming months. Check the
upcoming Groundhog for ticket
information. (Photo for illustra- °
tion only. Actual quilt will vary.)

CLASSIFIEDS

LODGING/CABIN RENTALS

HIGH HORSE LODGE vacation rental
provides luxury in a wilderness setting
near Mentone. Hike, bike or ride 5
miles of trails. 706-398-0858;

www.highhorselodge.com

ROCK BLUFF RENTALS. Lakeside
cabins, Hot tubs. Gas log fireplaces.
Fishing. Pet friendly for house-trained
pets, www.rockbluffinc.com 256-634-
8180 or 256-364 0033

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

HEARTWOOD RETREAT, 20 acres
woods, 2 bedroom home with hot tub,
outbulldings, must see 1o appreciate.
For video, website info and siideshow
to w.heartwood4sale com
: havenhoward 1 @gmail.com or
256 634-4078 for appointment.

--------------------------------------

WEB DESIGN

CHEAP WEBSITES - Bob Hoffman
bullds websites in the Mentone Area,
charging only $50 for setup and $10
per month for most projects. Chack
Robert: .com for
examples, email rfhoffman@yahoo.com

(NOTE: CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
PAID IN ADVANCE. Contact
EDITORGROUNDHOG@YAHOO,

COM or mail ad copy and pay-

ment to PO Box 387,
AL 35984)

Mentone

Attention Groundhog Readers:

Single copies of the Groundhog are available at the locations

listed below free of charge.

To have the Groundhog mailed to your home, complete the
coupon at left and mail along with your payment to The
Groundhog. Please remember to advise us of any changes in

your address.

Bruce's Foodland (Fort Payne)
DeKalb Co. Library (Fort Payne) .
Weicome Center (Sulphur Springs)
Valley Head Drug Store

Tigers Inn

Mentone Market

The Forge Gallery

Tourist Association (Fort Payne)
DeSoto State Park

Kligore harmacy

Little River Hardware
The Clip Joint

. Snappy Tee's
Alabama

Organics
Mentone Community Library
Second Chances
Mentone Realty
The Times-Journal
Chamber of Commerce
Big Jim's Bama Q.
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By Charlotte Gentry . more artisans wanted to have their Crow passed away in 2006. *1 think
work in the gallery. It quickly became | kept it going in her memory. it's
Rhonda Howell was looking for a apparent they were going 1o need more  like my flowers, every time | work

place to showcase the creative iron- space. Doreen invited Rhonda to with them | think of her. She was a

work of her husband Walter Howell, exiend The Forge Gallery info the Master Gardener.”

blacksmith. Doreen Waters had begun  Crows NestL Rhonda sees the impact the

to feel overwhelmed with maintaining Doreen, youngest daughter of gallery has had on her husband's

the Crows Nest antique business and Homer and Bernise Crow, says she business, “Walter's work is pro-

the Hitchin' Post bullding. never actually intended 1o have a gressing in ways he'd never consid-
An idea was formulated, a space gallery in the Crows Nesl. “It was an ered.” She believes it has had the

was found and The Forge Gallery emotional decision,” she says. “l think it same effect on some of the other

bacame a reality. Through the efforts of was meant 10 be.
these two creative, energetic and intel-  Rhonda was an
ligent women, Mentone now has a answer 0
venue for some of the region's most prayer.
sought-after artisans., g

On the advice of Mark Elacqua (for-
merly of the Mentone Springs Hotel),
Rhonda approached Doreen about
renting the vacant space in the back of
the Hitchin' Post (where The Dish
restaurant had been) just 1o have a
storefront for Walter's work.

“Well, when we moved in back
there, | asked four or five people who |
had worked with if they wanted to put

artists, t00. “They're
excited about
their

has
injected

fresh energy into

this bullding and place as a stepping

me, Our strengths stone for the artists,”

and weaknesses Rhonda says.

balance each “Young, potential ' :

other. She has artists, growing customers are satisfied, even if it
axperience in artists, feeding on means meeting them at odd hours for
areas | know noth- what was already that last-minute wedding git.

ing about and she here. Established _The Forge Gallery provides endiess
is always coming artists mentoring gift possibilities with its perfect blend of
up with creative young ones. | want interesting antiques and a wide variety

marketing ideas.” 1o hold classes here.  ©f art. It's easy to find (right there at the

“This (th | see it arowing and  comer of Hwy 117 and Scenic DeSoto
CrowssN(ess was evolvinggt.' iy Parkway), has great parking (behind
sbn " WHS he(s: 'ojuvena|od laﬂdscaped (DOfeen S har?dfwo“k) and
the one thing in Doreen's love for the YOu never know what you'll discover
her life that was just hers.” Beatrise antiques business as well. “l am enjoy-  When you take the time to shop locally.
ing it again. | don't feel like I'm tied to 'S good for everyone.

some stuff in there,” says Rhonda. “it it. | can work with my flowers if | feel theforgegallery.com

was like shootin’ fish in a barrel up like it, or | can do target 256-634-4548

here!” she adds, referring to the num- buying for that special

item someone has been
looking for.”

She adds, “We're find-
ing more and more of a
connection batween our
markets. People who
appreciate antiques also
appreciate handmade
arts.”

Rhonda has added
extra touches such as gift ¢
wrapping, shipping and a
bridal registry. She feels
very strongly about cus-
tomer service and goes
out of her way 0 be sure

ber of artists and craftsmen in the area.
Walter's business, in Rhonda’s words,




