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Was that a turkey Ieg"

— Rhododendron Festival

like medieval
knights. Or, for
those who pre-
ferred more del-
icate lare, there
were deliclous
chicken salad
50id by Mos
by Moon

B Lake PTO

,MAMbEr's,
Hearty BBQ
sandwiches
and plates were
also avallable
from the
Meantone Fire
Department.

Whatever
your taste, in
other focd or
arts & crafts,
the festival had
it. Beautiful
hand-made
sterling silver
jewelry,
pressed flower
pictures, wind-
chimes, bas-
kets, leather
goods, original
art, stained
glass, e
treats & cloth-
ing, children’s
clothing... whew! Com dogs, cotton
candy, funnel cakes. .. Yummy! The
selaction was amazing!

In spite of the great weather, the
crowd at the festival was smaller than
in past years. Vendors were philosophi-
cal about the small numbers and most
were pleased with their weekend's
sales. "This is one of my favorite
places to set up,” said one vendor
about the brow. “The weather is per-

The weather forecast had called for
thunderstorms, but the weekend of
MAPA's 28th Annual Rhododendron
Festival proved to be absoilutely parfect
weather-wise. Vendors set up on the
brow and In the square with a colorful
and varied salection of wares.

And, yes, there were turkey
legs. . .Jots of them! Smoked to a succu-
lent brown, the oversized drumsticks
allowed hungry festival-goers 1o feast

fect, I've made several new friends and
| plan on coming back in the fall.”

One craftsman who seemed
popular with the crowd, evidenced
the number of pieces one saw leaving
in the hands of shoppers, was the iron-
ware booth featuring the work of Hoyt
Hollis. He was on hand and working on
wire egqg baskets like the ones grand-
ma used 1o keap on her counter. He
said that he learned the art from an
olderly man who made them during the
Great Deprassion and sold them for a
quarter apiece 1o put food on the table
for his family. They were for sale for
only $5 at the festival.

The festival got off fo a fun start on
Friday evening with music and a bon-
fire on the Square next fo the Mentone
Inn. Jessica Goggans, Amy Snyder
and Jerry Bloome provided music for
the hundred or so folks who showed
up. Mentonea's own favorite minstrel,

Tony Geggans, even 100k a break from
his gig at Wikdfiower Café to play a few
tunes. Folks danced and sang along 1o
the music, roasted marshmallows and
hot dogs and seemed 10 enjoy the per-
fect avening.

A specia! thanks to the Mentone Boy
Scout Trecop 106 for their help with the
bonfire and with the parking/set up for
the festival. This is the troop's 18th
year to help and their sarvices are
invaluabile 10 MAPA and those who
enjoy the festival.

Plans are underway 1o make this
year's Colorfest Weekend (3rd week-
end in October) one of the best aver.
There'll be storytelling at the bonfire,
music, costumes and more. If you are
an artist, craftsman, or if you have food
1o seil, get your booth space early by
contacting MAPA.

More photos on page 24
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Published monthily by the Mentone

Area Preservation Association, MAPA
was first conceived on
Groundhog Day, 1982,

of preserving and pro-
tecting the heritage, nat-
ural environment, and
other unique quaities of life
in the Mentone area, and Is char-
tered as a non-profit organization by
the State of Alabama,
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your dues to: MAPA, PO Box S0,
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The Groundhog assumes liability only
for the actual space that is Incorrect
in the advertisément.
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Join MAPA today!
Help us preserve
Mentone’s history
and impact its future.

Just $10/year induvidual
$15 for a family
MAPA, PO Box 50

Mentone, AL 35984 |

From the Editor

I am sitting on my porch writing this and find myself thanking God for the
privilege to be in this place at this moment in time, I close my eyes and just lis-
ten, -

Tree frogs, peepers, and bullfrogs are calling out to each other. In the distance,
I hear a hoot owl. Earlier there was a whippoorwill haunting the nearby woods.
Occasionally, a neighbor's dog barks.

There's a playful little breeze and no humidity; the temperature is just about
perfect. Even the mosquitoes have retired for the evening.

This is late spring and carly summer in the mountains, Days are almost hot,
evenings are cool and pleasant. There’s probably a 10-degree difference between
the temperature here and that in the valley.

Nature isn't always so sweet and pleasant, as we have witnessed in our area
and other parts of the country in the last few weeks. The thousands of people
affected by the tormadoes and flooding would probably love to be able to just sit
on their porch and listen to these night sounds.

Nor have | forgotten the wars that rage in other lands where sons and daugh-
ters, husbands and wives, uncles and aunts, fathers and mothers are serving our
country in the military and as civilian contractors.

That is why it is such a privilege for me 10 be able to enjoy these moments. |
don’t take them for granted.

And, it is my hope and prayer that the displaced, the grieving, the too-long-
from-home will once again know the sweet, simple pleasure of sitting on a porch

on a pleasant evening. .@
C. Qay

Charloute Gentry, Editor

Letters To the Editor
Dear Editor: .

We usually spend August in
Mentone but our health issues have
prevented that in recent years.
However, we have visited there
long enough to get to know Marie
Dillenbeck, and 1o know the time
and effort consuming work she did
for many years in putting the
Groundhog together each month.

We want to congratulate her for
the super job she has done, and on
behalf of all the readers say thank
you for a job well done.

Bill and Gladys Crane

(Editor’s note: We need to make a cor-
rechion to the May editorial. It was stat-
ed that Evelyn Graves had come on as
editor of the Groundhog in order to heip
Marie Dillenbeck. The opposite is actu-
ally the case. Evelyn Graves was editor
for more than 20 years and Marnie
helped her for several years. We regret
the error and are glad to set the record -
straight. Our intent was good, facts
were not. Thank you, again, Evelyn and
Marie.)

W. Chuck Groundhog is the
official mascot of The
Groundhog Publication. We
thought it would be fun to hide
Chuck somewhere in the
Mentone area each month. Youll
find clues asto Chuck's where-
abouts hidden in the ads.

If you return Chuck to us,
you'll win a prize. This month's
prize is Dinner For Two from
Big Jim's Bama Q in Valley
Head.

So, look for the clues, find
Chuck, and bring him home. If
you find him, call 256-996-5995,
or bring him by the Mentone
Realty office in Mentone to claim
your prize! (We'll also snap your
photo to run in next month's
Groundhog, if you don't mind.)
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Holly Watson Ben Johnston  Bill Wise

A PLACE ON THE RIVER. Canoe o Lake
Labusage slong Little Rver then come
home 10 felax on the Oack Overiooxing the
e, 345 ac w/200' water frontage
veat room Mas winoows & Coors galore &
coly seating errargements for TV viewing,
gining o enjoying the WE firepiace
Hichen has 8% S10V0 W/ COMmecldn Oven
1S of cabinets + paniry spaces. Man
lovel MA Sute w/walkin Closets, & huge
Dath. Otner foatures: Nl pcartindy Hinished
Lasement all. Eaagoe: Droerewny
$299.900 MLS #584522) (21007

!

TAKE REFUGE FROM THE CITY....n
this 36R/26A log cabin skuated on 2.8
acres, Open IMng/dning/Witchen arca.
Maindeve! Master Sulte w/couble vank
Des, cedar-ined walkn closet & lots of
extra storage. Mountain views, & wiap-
| around porch & inground pool make & 8
perfect ploce 10 got away & relad
Aecently roduced to $130,000 (MLS
| #511584) (207986)

THE LITTLE WHITE COTTAGE, pe-
turesquely nestied amid the trees & ook
leaf hycranges in downtown Mentone,
next door 10 the Mentone Hoted
& i Shops, Small cozy,
28R/1. completely  renovated
w/totaly new intecor, sppllances (incl,
washer/dryert), plumbing, CH/A & roof!
Single attached carport, fenced back
yard, exdrawide lot,  Priced at

$121 500, (MLS331553) (20249)

=
LUXURIOUS LAKESIDE LIVINGI This
eupusitelydesigned 4 fumahed home on
Mantone's secret mwel, Lake Lahusage, s
feady 10¢ you 10 erfertan guests rght fom
Ooy onel Compmts w/covered Cock, pon
tocn bost & Sea Dool Over 3,000 sq 1 of
ving ared w/ SBR/4AS8A, opon Imng/on
NG fMlay Nicheh w/ ots of cabinets &
pantry ssorage oreas. Spatayatem CM/A
Soacoun streened DACK porch, Dasement

MLS #C358TE)

of it as you can handie! Newhyconstrucs
od rustic faemhouse with 4.5 acres, or
buy the whole shobang with 15 acres,
fenced, w/fishing pond & small bam.
Picturesque yird w/hercom Nowerng
sivubs, Dig Old trees & very pleasant
views from from or back porch. Come

home! $167.500 or $215000.

(MLS445048) (20810)

UITTLE RED COTTAGE IN THE MEADOW
IS & place 0 refax where It's nice &
quiet. Fab scresned porch w/hot tuby;
uxurious the shower in bath, 2 good
sized BRs; CH/A & attic fan. Large
Oetached garage /shop. Perfect for your
pevote personal getoway or & rental
cabin, Public water. On 2+ acres, mostly

meadow, swrounded by woods.
Mentone.  Rece reduced o
$90,000.(MLS #611279) (20511)

LOG CABIN SURROUNDED BY WOODS,
aviiatie wilh 2.3 acres, or up 10 65
acres! Frort and back potches, Sl unfin-
ished basement K Morage OF workshop
(rpe Coors leacing outsice). Privacy with
ConNvenence 10 Mentone, Owner has cone
2 10t 0 fx up the place, & It has » ot of
rustic charm, but @ could sl use some
prucirg VD, Lots Of DOSABItien 10 Mmake
it really nice! Priced right for a cabin on 2.3
#961969)

MOSSY ROCK AT MENTONE! Elegant,
yot rustic, 2BR/2BA cadin w/vaulted
coiling in great room; W8 Fpl custom
cabmelry, screoened side porch off
MABR; HW & tie Ncors; beamed ceilk
gs & waben closets in both BRs
Crawfoot tub & sep shower in MABA

Wooded ot with little 1o no yard man
wnance! $175,000, (MLS 2664604
(20416)

acres ot $54.900. (MLS

20015

| REDUCED! TWO FURNISHED LOG CABINS on & wooded acres, con-
veniently located on the road leading to Cloudmont Ski & Goif Resort. |
Both have fireplaces, hot tubs and 3/4 wraparound porches. Currently
In cabin rental. Great investment opportunity. Use one as a residence,
rent the other. Or, rent both. Bullid additional cabins on the 6 acres,
There's @ jot to offer and the price is pretty doggoned good, Now an
incredible $259,900! (MLS #496392) (20727)

ONE OF MENTONE'S BEST-NEPT
Secrets! Immaculately-kept, ke
new cabin home in a tree & boulder-
strewn lowmaintenance setting. 4
bedrooms, 3 baths with fullyfin-
ished basement that is mostly
underground, which would be gres
85 a Storm shelter. Just Nsted
$190,000, (21161)

Bulit w/energy efficiency in mind. -

Welcome To
Mentone!!

Stoe by our Loz Cabin in front of
the Wildfiower Cafe, we always look
forward 10 a wisit from our
neighbors and friends.

LOTS and LAND

LOTS OF LOTS from which 1o choose.
Woooed, quiet, restricied. Priced from only
$15.000 (Lot 20, 2ac), wo to $135.000
(Lot 7, 1.38 oc ot w/138" frontage on E.
Fork of Uittle Rwver). Hunter's Rioge.
Merione, (MLS #725702) (20821)

A5 ac of
Just off &
potantual
F200148)

62.32 ACRES WITH GREAT VIEWS cf both
vaieys & Loowout Man froen nage ‘top
w/great bulking stés on sevaled, leved
ground, $299900 (MLS #313915)

19492

5.62 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL. WOODED
LAND in Mertone. Located on Co. Rd, 108
ocross from Lake Lanwusage. Undisturbed
ang on wihich you can dosgn your own
home or getaway. Lots of wikiite & troes,
w/ @ stream that runs through @ hanoboit
mountain S1one Cuvert. Fower & water
avaliable. Priced at $63,.500 (PLS #20850)

WALK TO TOWN OR BROW PARK from thes
amazing 1.5 acre ot Boulders nice hards
WOOds and easy BCCosSs 1O Oty waker make
this & rave fnd & a great in 1own buikiing
lot. $49.500, (PLS #21145)

3

|
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BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE

Birthdays

| = Kathy McMunn

3 — Margaret Baker

6 ~ Caitlyn Collins

7 — Haywood Baker, Tiffany Long
8 ~ Gail Smalley, Rachel Manifold
9 - Jimmy Blalock

10 -~ Amanda Gray, Dwight Gray (in
memory)

11 - Ethan Meadows

12 — Marsha J. Hair

13 - Laden Crow

14 — Luke Hamison, Lee Swarn

15 - Josh Smalley

20 - Collette Kirby, Katie Hester
21 -~ Catherine Baily, Rick Weber,
Trey Kincer, Nicky Langston

23 ~ Liz Baker, Lou Langston
24 ~ Tyler Hester

25 -Vi irginia Setze

26 - Kenneth Blackwell

27 — Bleu Stone

28 — Chris Stokes, Joshua Bagget
29 — Sue Schwarz, Jacqueline McGee

Fors Payne » Sand Mountain « Mensnns

IOOKOUT

Anniversaries

| = Monique & Mike Fielder

2 - Greg & Beverly Henry

11 = Wesley & Kat Griffith

13 ~ Roger & Judy Dowiat

16 — Kenneth & Kathy McMunn
18 ~ Ken & Flo Kirby

21 - John & Bobbie Smith

23 -~ Tom & Virginia Setze
Allen & Jan Cherbonneau

27 - Jimmy & LaDonna Blalock
29 — Mike & Liz Perry

LOST or
FOUND
a PET?

ALL COUNTIES contact:
tornadopetsofal @ yahoo.com

Tuscaloosa and Jefferson County Oaly:
fam -5pm 205397858

POST ON FACEBOOK HERE

We want to help YOU!

2oy sdycrnado math wondoety vua

COMMOUNI|TY CALENDAR

* ATTENTION - Help with Moon Lake Centennial Celebration. We are look-
ing for photos of Moon Lake Elementary School during the past 100 years.
If you have photos to share, please contact any PTO member, or send to
editorgroundhog @yahoo.com

* MAPA meeting every first Tuesday of the month. 6:30 p.m. Moon Lake
Baptist Church. June meeting will be alection of officers. Maembership drive
underway. New membership year begins July. Become a part of MAPA and
help preserve Mentone's history and have an impact on its future,

* FIRST FRIDAY FISH FRY June 3rd, 3:30-7-ish. Pavilion at Mentone Inn
Fish, hushpuppies and the trimmings. $5 a plate. All proceeds to benefit
Strong Family Initiative. - )

~JUNE 4 CAMPFIRE TALK: Ethno-botany/Edible Plants of Little River
Canyon There are many wild plants that have a wide range of uses. Join
botanist Francine Hutchinson for a presentation on what's safe and what's
not. DeSoto State Park Nature Center 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. Free to public 256-
997-5025

* JUNE 11 GREENER DAY at Little River Canyon Center The National
Park Service staff and volunteers will present greener living programs on
the second Saturday of each month. Topics include climate change, recy-
cling, energy conservation, eco-gardening, exotic piants, native landscap-
ing, poliution prevention, green energy, and more! Little River Canyon
Center; 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Free to public 256-782-5697

*AUCTION TO BENEFIT TORNADO VICTIMS - DeKalb Theater in Fort
Payne, Saturday, June 11, 9:00-? items for auction include original art,
paintings, sculpture, metalwork, cabin stay packages, golf packages, wood
carvings, a whole lot more! Musical entertainment. 100% of proceeds go 10
tornado relief. Administered by Fort Payne Purpose Center.

« FARMERS MARKET is open each Wednesday 3-6p.m. and Saturday
10a.m.-1p.m. on the Square at Mentone.

* EVERY WEEKEND beginning in May thr the Autumn months -
Nature Programs & Guided Hikes at DeSoto te Park - Frogs, creepy
crawlers, mountain life, Trail of Tears, flower and bird watching, are just a
sampling of what you will learn by state park naturalists and Jacksonville
State University Field School staff. Printed brochures of all programs are
available by calling 256-782-5697. Programs are heid every Friday and
Saturday night at the DeSoto State Park Pavilion and begin at 8 p.m. In the
event of rain, programs are moved to the Nature Center. 256-845-0051

If you have announcements for the Community Bulehm
email them to '-.'.l raroundnog Syahoo com: , fax o

C}{HOURS FOR MOON LAKE
COMMUNITY LIBRARY !!!

TUESDAY, 3 - 6 PM
THURSDAY, 3 - 6 PM
SATURDAY, 9 AM - 12 AM
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The Sunday moming sarvices at Winston
Momorial Presbyterian Church are held at
9AM each Sunday, oxcopt no Services on Sth
Smith are ahermate speakers for these ser-
vices.

The Valley Head Baptist Church invites you
to attend Sunday School at 10AM; Worship
Service at 11AM; Sunday Evening Worship
at 6PM; Midweek Service (Wednesday) at
6PM; Women on Mission moet at 1PM the
second Tuesday of each month at different
homes. Is welcome 10 come,
Loa's Chapel Baptist Church welcomes
you 1o worship with us. 10AM Sunday Bible
Study, 11AM Moming Worship, 6PM Evening
Worship. Wednesday 6-8PM Awana {ages 4
10 18); 6:30PM Praise and Prayer time.
Located at 4212 County Road 751, Valley
Head. 635-1001.

Visitors are always weicome at the Valley
Head United Methodist Church. Please jon
us each Sunday morming for a traditional
ww\omnlgAM
WMMMM.
Mentone Chapter, Is currently holding ser-
vices in the Woodmen of the World Hall in
Valley Head. All are invited o attend!
Sabbath School and Song service: 9:30-
10:45 AM, Worship Service 11:00-12:15.
Pastor- Wilbur Atwood; Lay Pastors - James
Hamoydeyan&tw

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on
N. Gault Avenue in Fort Payne hoids Mass
mmlwwmf&w

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 1519
Smith Gap Road (County Road 85), Fort
Payne. Regular Worship Services are al
10AM Sunday. Bible class or Lent/Advent
services every Wednesday at 6:30PM. Steve
Schrader, Pastor - 845-4314. Everyone wel
ocome.
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway
11 North of Fort Payne, welcomes evecyone
at Sunday School at 10AM, Worship Service
at 11AM, Wednesday night youth meeting at

6PM, and Wednesday night prayer meeting
at 630PM.

The Fort Payne Christian Center and

Pastors Ken and Elaine Holiman invite every-
one 10 join in Worship on Sunday at 10 AM,
Wednesday evening at 6PM. God Bless you.
Grace Church (PCA), 5760
Gault Ave., NE, Fort Payne, AL Rev. Billy
Dempsey, Pastor, Sunday School 9:45AM;
Sunday Worship - 10:55AM.

Menilo Church of Christ invites you to
attend.the 10- and-11AM services and
evening services are at 7-and-9PM. Visitors
are always weicome.

Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Cloudiand,
GA, welcomes everyone 1o come and take
part in our church services. Sunday School
at 10AM; Worship Service at 11AM. Sunday
evening at 6PM, and Wednesday evening at
7PM.
DoSoioChwcho!c:um-wnasyoulo
attend Sunday Bible Study at 10AM, Worship
unm,wmewmnm
Howard's Chapel (Church in the Rock) has
regular services 10AM each Sunday. You are
Invited 10 attend these sarvices or visit the
church at other times. Casual dress Is always

R L R

St. Joseph's on-the-Mountain Episcopal
Church - a place of prayer, thanksgiving,
and celebration
Come by any time 10 paay and give thanks.
Open 24 hours every day. Sunday service is
at 10:30AM,
Mentone United Methodist Church, 415
Cutler Avenue, Mentone, Alabama inviles
gouiocomandwo‘smpmthw Each
nday, our worship senace is at 11 00
a.m. and Sunday School i at 1000 a.m
Rev. Bél Parker of Glencoe, Alabama is the
pastor. He and his wie, Nancy, reside in the
parsonage on weekends. The service of
HotyCmnunm:smwuwmt
Sunday of each month, the second Sunday
is Youth Sunday and Fifth Sunday is a ser-
vice of music and potiuck lunch. Visitors are
welcome and mambers are expectad o
m‘i;.-.a. -
Moon Lake Baptist Church invites you 1o
worship with us.  Sunday School begins st
9:45AM, with casses for al ages. Moming
Worship is at 11AM. The Lords Supper is
observed on the first Sunday of September,
December, March, and June at the moming
worship hour. Discipleship Training is at
5:00PM and Sunday Evening Worship at
6:00PM. On Wednesdays, Team Kids; Youth
Bible Study and Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting are all at 6:30PM. Rev. Terry Tumer
athepnﬂoruuoonub
Alpine Community Church, 115 Hwy 337,
Menlo, GA. Pastor-and Rev. Tommy Plodger
welcome each and everyone 10 worship ser-
vice, Sunday moming, 11AM, GA time;
Sunday School 10AM GA time; Wed. Night
Bible Study, 7PM GA time.

Sesnsnsnne

Cove Road Baptist Church, County Road
631, Mentone, Alabama. Brother Marlin
Stames, Inlerim Pastor, welcomes all to
Sunday School - SAM (10AM GA time);
Church Services 10AM (11AM GA time); and
Sunday night services 5PM (6PM GA time).

Summit Church of God invites you 1o be in
service. Sunday moming 10:45 a.m., Sunday
night 5.00 p.m., Wed. Bible study 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Lance Kincer invites everyone.
Summit Church of God will be renting spaces
for Worlds Longest Yard Sale in Aug. $10.00
a day. For info, call 265-634-4418

Mentone Church of God of Prophecy
reguiar service times are Sunday School at
10AM, with worship at 11AM. Evening ser-
vices begin at 5:30 on Sunday and 6 on
Wednesday. Rev. Dean Clair invites every-
oné to attend

Mentone Community Church, 90
Summervile Rd,, Mentone, AL 35984
Sunday Services: 9 am and 10:30 am
Adult Sunday School: Sundays @ 9:30 am
Teen and Adult Sunday School: Sundays @
530

Tuesday Night Prayer Service: 6:30 pm
Wednesday Nights & 6:30 pm: Children's
Pionear Clubs & Youth Group

Cloudiand Presbyterian Church welcomes
averyone 10 come join us for services, with

Pastor Roger Kvam. Bible Study Sunday at
smam(os.t)WWONileml,m
(0.5t)

PC(USA) at 300 Grand Avenue North in
Downtown Fort Payne. Wa invite you 1o join
us for worship this Sunday at 10:55 AM.
256-845-2915

Pray For Our
Neighbors

6089 Hwy 117
Mentone

156-634-4776

Visit Us Online at
www.Bour dies.com
Open Fri-Sat-Sum
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Mountain Herbalist
Mentone Mountain
Magic
by L.C. Moon

I believe there is an underlying
magic in Mentone! Many refer to it as
God's country! Whether you believe

Mentone is magical or not there is defi-

nitely something bigger that has
“called™ many to the arca. The new
residents, also called implants, often
refer to this feeling of being called.
This unexplainable pull has also
“called” many of those who have left
the area to return and those who are
native to stay!

Mentone reminds me of the magic |
see when | contemplate an acom. It is
small yet full of so much potential. As
you expenience the core of Mentone, in
the quiet and slower pace, you can
quickly develop soul roots to the area
and even the locals. Often if you stay
or frequent the area you begin to see
how the roots of Mentone run deep cre-
ating a foundation that ¢an be very life
changing for many. Then as you grow
within your limbs reach out and
upward toward the sky, your roots can
become even deeper. Mentone has
helped many discover their true nature
and branch out in new directions of
peace, understanding and gratitude; if
this experience happens you then you
have definitely become a Mentonian,

Lookout Mountain in and of itself,
plus all of North Alabama, are so beau-
tiful. For many though there is a
magic specifically in the Mentone area
that really brings out truth, growth, joy
and healing to those ready and willing
to receive it. When [ speak of natural
healing 1 am usually speaking of the
native plants. However, God gave us
much more than plants to help cultivate
healing. As the amazing counselors of
Nature's Classroom say, “What is the
40 and possibly the most important
rule of survival? PMA- Positive Mental
Attitude.” Mentone is a place where
the mind can unwind and you can
develop a gratitude and appreciation
for life that helps promote a positive
mental attitude,

Spakmg of Nature's Classroom,
this is one of the treasures of our arca.
They share the beauty and the impof-
tance of natural beauty and the value of
why we should appreciate our environ-

ment. | went for a week with Moon
Lake School during the tomadic storms
when we lost so many lives in DeKalb
County. However the Nature's
Classroom crew; Julia, Zack, Christa,
Daniel, J.D., Ruby, Cody, Daniel, Kiki
& Adam were amazing and kept the
kids feeling safe and in a state of PM.
A. All of the lessons they taught came
full circle to express the importance of
connecting with intention to our envi-
ronment and our community. Our
community being those people we are
sharing time and space with.

One of the things | truly loved about
Nature’s Classroom was how open they
were to me sharing my knowledge of
the plants. So much so that Cody, J.D.
and my hero Ruby showed up for one
of the herb walks I gave at Desoto Sate
Park on Wildflower Saturday. Another
day filled with PMA and healing ener-
gy. Everyone who went on the hikes
were s0 open and eager to learn about
the healing properties of the native
plants, such as the antiviral, antifungal,
and antibacterial properties of our
native yellow root.

Nature's Classroom was an unex-
pected blessing, as many of my expen-
ences have been in Mentone, but this
experience was even more special
because | shared it with the kids of
Moon Lake Elementary School. [ was
compelled to enroll Zoe at Moon Lake
even after being determined to home
school. I am thankful for confidence
instilled in me by many but especially
Mentone native, Bill Berry who was
also the former principal of Moon Lake
Elementary. Dr. Berry assured me
MLES was the perfect school for Zoe
and he was RIGHT! It has also been
the perfect school for me! Mrs. Wisner
sure had some big shoes to fill though
over the past few years she has really
integrated herself as part of the
Mentone community developing a love
for the community that you can feel,
guess she might even be called a
Mentonian now.

It is the environment, the people and
the beauty of the area that makes it feel
so divine and magical in Mentone. It is
a haven for artists, lovers of nature,
wildlife, wildflowers, clean water and a
place where you can quiet the mind
and connect with the divine in s0 many
ways. The magic found in Mentone is
larger than words and filled with hope!

How about a spot of tea?

St. Joseph's on the
Mountain Episcopal Church
served tea, complete with
scones, clotted cream, and
other tasty treats as a
fundraiser for the church. Homemade sourdough bread was
sold as a fundraiser to aid tornado victims. Watch for future
teas on the grounds of the church. It makes for a pleasant
way to spend a Sunday afternoon.

MENTONE
GENERAL STORE

5951 AL Hwy 117, Across from Town Hallin Mentone
Open 7 days a week, 3am till 6 pm
Owners: Paul & Ginny Zulker
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Mountain Lore
Common Wood Sorrel

By Charlotte Gentry

If you've seen the old movie musical “Seven
Brides for Seven Brothers.” you may remember
the part where the newly-wedded Milly stops to
pick some sorrel along the way as they travel
from town to her new
home in the mountains.
She tells her rough and
ready husband, Adam
Pontipee, that it “makes a
nourishing soup.” They
burst into song and it’s a
wonderful day.

Now, I've never eaten
soup made from sorrel,
but I've caten plenty of it
fresh from the earth. We
called it “sheep shears” : AN
(maybe we were saying Comm ot
sheep’s ears, but I wasn't
aware of it) and it was a wonderfully sour treat
for us hard-working, hard-playing Martin kids.
Whether it was nourishing or not, I couldn’t
say, but we were very seldom sick and enjoy
tolerable good health even today.

The most exciting part of the sorrel plant is
the “bananas” (our term for the seed pods).
They're deliciously sour and, if you pick them
at the right time, the seeds will pop out of their
casing into your mouth!

Sorrel plants are found pretty much every-
where, and particularly enjoy areas that most
would refer to as scrub areas. The merry little
yellow blossoms of the yellow wood sorrel
(yes, these are nice and sour, too!) and sham-
rock-shaped leaves (sorrel is a member of the
same family as shamrocks, oxalis) aren’t culti-
vated by gardeners, but they will always be

“Let'y Talk Planty!

“ht” ; & N
-~ Fine View Garden Cente

30 Garden Path
Summerville GA 30747

THE GROUNDHOG

happy to show up in your garden!

According to mountain wisdom, the common
wood sorrel is a useful medicine as well as a
tasty snack. The leaves are chewed for nausea
They are also said to relieve mouth sores and
sore throats. Some say that a poultice of fresh
sorrel leaves is a treatment for cancers and old
sores. Leaf teas are brewed for fevers, urinary
tract infections and scurvy.

My aunt, who was of Creck Indian descent,
made a salve out of pink
wood sorrel which was
much sought-after. Folks
swore by it and its effica-
cy at treating skin can-
cers and wounds. She
gave me the recipe, ver-
bally as was the tradi-
tion, and 1 plan to try and
replicate her salve one
day. Unlike the common
white and yellow wood
o sorrels, though, pink
ood. Soyyel.  wood sorrel is a little

harder to find.

I've passed the sorrel-eating habit down to
my children and grandchildren, and I'm always
happy to introduce others to the stuff. At first,
folks are skeptical and look at me very warily
when I urge them to try it. | demonstrate by
cating flowers, bananas, leaves, stems and all.
But, once they've tasted it, their eyes light up
and their noses wrinkle from the sourness. You
can bet, they will be sorrel eaters from now on!

So, next time you're out taking a walk along
the roadside or in the woods, look for this tasty
trail tidbit. It’ll be a sure pick-me-up and you'll
make passersby wonder if you've gone nuts
because you're eating grass! Have a marvelous,

wonderful day!

(If you have folk lore, mountain nvipes, wives tales,
tal talex or other mountan wisdm [0 pass on 1o onr
readers, pleave send it to editorgmoundhog @y dhoo.com )

" Installed Insulation

AR U
s cS/z)opers
in abundance!

This profusion of Lady’s Slippers was photographed
in an undisclosed location at Mentone. While a few
years ago it wasn't an unusual occurrence 1o find this
delicate early spring beauty in such abundance, these
days one seidom sees them at all. And, if they do, it
is usually only a small group. Thanks o John Baty,
we can all enjoy them without disturbing them.

bottle caps

BUILDERS SUPPLY CO, INC.

Window and Screen Repair
Lumber and Building Matcrials
Custom Closet Design and Installation

&5 ¢ 4
-

MENTONE GENERAL STORE recently held thesr Grand
Opening. Mentone Mayor Rob Hammond did the nbbon
honors. Several folks came to shop, visit and enjoy the free hot
dogs and other refreshments throughout the day. At the ribbon
cutting were (L-R) Paul Zulker (owner), Carol Zulker, Josh
Zulker, Stan Zulker, Carol Davidson, (Ginny Zulker), owner,
Mayor Hammond, Valley Head Police Officer Brian Phillips.

Serving Northeast Alabama for Over 50 Years!

877-272-1451

(on Hwy 337, 4.5 miles N of Menio) “Quality & Service You Can Build On™
email fineviewgc @aol.com Fort Payne  wwwbsupplynet  Sylvania
website: www.fineviewgc.com (256) 845-1451 5 secsies - (256) 638-2244
(706) 862-260 Andersen 4

In-House Factory Certifiod Technician Concrete Blocks

Pallets & Crares
Roof and Floor Trusses
Paint, Plumbing & Electrical
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“Buy Fresh, Eat Local, Eat in Season.
By Bdl.'bam Patrie

People who know me know what 2 “funny” cater | am. [ am a believer in cating what
15 in sexson for the area that you live in. Your body will emjoy itself if you ex what has
been grown locally. By shopping locally you reduce your carbon foot print on the casth,
and you won't spend a8 much on gasoline.  Your food will be fresher
Do you realize a lot of produce is picked green, and allowed to
npen on the trip here or once it gets (o the store?

I have tdked with a lot of you who wre growing gandens
this year. Good for you! Remember to put some up for the
winter and grow & little extm to shane,

If you are not growing & gankn ) yourself, remember the -
Mentone Fanmer’s Maket on %hc:«.tw 3:00-6:00 and Saturdsy
10:00-1:00, Tocated on the Mentone Sqnu- {front yard of the
Mentone Inn).  Right now there's lettuce, canols, spinach, and
kale. New potatoes and strawbemics should be back, now that the
sun is out. There's a vanicty of garden plants, herb plants, and
fresh herbs. There's also local honey and sorghum, local cage-free
cggs, and baked goods. We now have grss-fed beef and pork,  You can
pre-order chicken 1o be delivered in July.

Did you know that the Mentone Farmer's Market is a year round market? We're the
only one! Can you believe that not even South Alabama has a year round market”?
Thanks for your support Mentone, Way to go!

Great salad for now; Mixed greens, strawberries, balsamic vinasgrette, and berb bread
Of course, our fricnd Jane makes a great salad with spinach, and some fruit,
her dressing, but it's yummy.

Your body will love the burst of fresh food that you are cating.

Stay healthy, cat well, and if you have any questions about gardening, come by the
market.

(Barbarn Patrie i5 a gardener, a bak er of bread and co-owner of Silent Spring Botanicaly in the
village @ Mentone)

You’ve Tried
The Rest...
Now Try The

BEST!

GIBSON

EXPERT
TREE

SERVICE L.Lc.

256-634-4309

Licensed & Insured
30 Years Experience

Alternative Therapies
for Natural Health

Donna Sutton (LMT#95)

(256) 634-3032

AL Hwy 117 * Mentone, AL 35984

:
g
§

out of the way

Professional Climber
Call Mark Gibson
The Tree Guy
Email: treeguvmak @aol .com
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CAMP MOON LAKE

Come to the Moon Lake Community Library where
Super Heroes read for FUN!
A Camp Moon Lake is open to children in grades K-6
(just completed 6th grade) and who are:
* Moon Lake Elementary Students
* Home-schooled students
« Grandchildren/children/visitors of
mountain residents
Register at Moon Lake Community Library
Twesdays and Thursdays 3:00-6:00 p.m.,
Saturdays 9:00 am il noon.
Programs: 3:30-5:00 p.m., June 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd
June 2nd—RENEE MORRISON: COON DOG GIRL with live animals!
June 9th—ARCHIE WADE, MAGICIAN EXTRAORDINAIRE. Come in costume,
if you like, for a Magic Costume Party!
June 16th—LARRY BEAN: NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN TOOLS & WEAPONS.
Throwing spears, working clay, Native American dancers,
Native American paintings
June 23rd—PAULA EASTER: THE LIBRARY DRAGON & BIRTHDAY BASH!
Celebrating EVERYONE'S birthday with ic2 cream, cake and games.
For more information, call Cynthia Luck at 256-845-1282. Sponsored by MERF

SADDLE ROCK GOLF COURSE

Open to Public Year-Round

CLOUDMONT
e e

FOODM

‘5 The First Golf Course

202 GREENHILL BLVD,
eslablished
in DeKalb County L FORT PAYNE, AL 35967 R
*it's cooler Swingin® on
Lookout Mountain® WE'RE OPEN Brown Cow?
9 hole executive course, Seveg Days A Week
48 toos 7am, - 108,
Atop Lookout Mountain!
Carts and Clubs
i . 845-1970

Mouwntain & River Chalets with Xitch

Call (256) 634-4344

*WIC VOUCHERS
*FOOD STAMPS/EBT

CARDS
*QUANTITY RIGMTS
RESERVED
*NONE SOLD TO
DEALERS

SHADY GROVE | || 5ei8me oo
DUDE RANCH

HORSEBACK RIDING
Guided Trail Rides & Accommodations

(256) 634-4344

Fun for the whole Tamily

* Extanded Lines of Gourmet, Spocialty
e Dot Food

WE ACCEPT
BIESS &=
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Angela J. Wood
Owner and AL/GA Broker

6080 H 117. S.
g,
Lookout Mountain Parkway

Mentone, AL 35984

Chelsea Carrier, AL/GA Realtor*
chelzoe @yahoo.com
706-859-1227
Email:
AngelaWood @centurytel.net

—_——

TEST o
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Office: 256-634-4672
Cell: 256-997-8138
Fax: 256-634-4702

Toll Free
1-888-2561276

website:
LookoutMountainProperties.com

$349 000 (20246|
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SETTING ON THE WEST FORK
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Dwn and affing room. Kachen win
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CHMATEALL Fosl B 0u o
located in Crestline Park|SUNRISE/Moonrise on the East]™™ € Te Uees. Som Bis 2 story wih

Subdivision. Jjust cown the road

men. Gated orea colied Valiey Viewltrom  Cloucmont PR 1 N Sk Spvo W estIon

Forest. Very setiuded, private. powir|DeSoto State Park. Bulld you

Mentone cabin for yoursel! or use[ocres. A must seell S85.0000c g 477 nows wen 2500 on T

Recuned 1o 245,000 (18133

For 1 colieg wndss 0 Te
J0R/20A wih nterpoc B0 e

2000 on the trow. Sechuded 4.36|%eptmte shower In master. Loft overiooking
om0 P Ry squoped kichen.

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE! 114
o T B partect for
and. This property is perfect for
a home or ultural use. Priced
at only $2, per acre. (21089)

INDIAN TRAILS, 2 lots for sale.
1) 2.71 acres (lots 12, 13) soid
together for building purposes.
Brow view city water, power, &
gaved rd. 2) 1.32 acres brow

ontage & creek at boundary.

LOTS AND ACREAGE

Wooded, city water, paved rd.
power. Bothnypriced at $40,000
ea. (19933)

ONLY KNOWN COMMERCIAL
ZONED B1 in downtown men-
tone. 120x130 lot located just
past mentone springs hotel and
the Log cabin village shops. man
uses from professional to retail.
Build your own business in men-
tone. city water, paved rd. One

block from central business area.
Reduced $39,000 (20021)

CO. RD. 600. City water meter in

ace on level 3/4 acre
ot. Perk tested. Minutes from
Desoto State Park. Build your get-
away cabin in the woods!
$25,000 (20422)

EAST FORK OF LITTLE RIVER.
5.4 acres partially cleared. 200ft

on River, Secluded with private
road access. Scenic with rapids
and pools. $106,000. (19673)

THE DRIVEWAY HAS BEEN
STARTED to build your Mentone
getaway! 5.7 wooded acres

across from Lake Lahusage.
Paved road frontage, city water
available, perc tested. Lightly
restricted. $58,900 (19865)
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since so many of the plants are growing in the spring-
THE BELATED time.” (In him was life; and the life was the light of i yabg ,'ff,{"s,‘:,,”,," Goo
EASTER EGG med. John 1:4)
“Very good,” said Rev. White. “There’s one more Do ygu';mm that day
thing, boys and girls, I know you are very interested in when thiyy were swepl away?
By John S. Whitaker The first pnize egg is colored gold, the second prize is a Nearty four hundred souls left the earh that day

As Rev. White began to talk, he looked directly at
the sea of faces of about forty children. He said, “All
right, kids, gather ‘round. You know you will soon be
hunting the Easter eggs hidden by your Sunday School
teachers, There are three prize cggs: first, second, and
third place —if you find them.

“Let me say something about these hidden Easter
egges. The eggs represent the new life we have in our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died and rose again from the
grave, Some of the eggs are colored red. Who can tell
me what the red represents?”

“I know, I know,” said David. “It's the blood of
Jesus ™ (In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace, Ephesians 1:7.)

“You are right, David.” replied Rev. White. “Some
eggs are colored white. And what does white stand
for?”

“Mother always tells me to wash until I'm sparkling
white, so it must be purity and cleanliness,” said little,
red-headed Billy,

“Right you are, Billy," said the reverend. “The last
color is green. So green stands for what?”

Susan said, “Well, it must stand for life and growth,

silver colored egg. and the third prize egg is colored
bronze. All the eggs have something nice in them, so
look carefully. Are you ready? Set. Go!™

Excitedly, all the children began running: looking,
scarching, giggling. Soon, someone called, “Here's the
silver egg!” Inside the plastic spheroid was-a bill of
money, revealing a long-haired, shaggy looking presi-
dent.

Then a few minutes later someone found the bronze.
It, too, contained some money.

At the end of the search, all the eggs had been found
except the golden egg. Rev. White said, “Well, | wish
someone had found it. It's the most important oae.”

Three weeks later, the church sexton decided o give
the church yard its first mowing.,

As he walked over the yard searching for debns, he
noticed a rock. “Well, this thing must be removed,” he
said to himself. When he picked up the rock, there was
the golden ¢gg. He opened it, finding a folded paper.
He unfolded it and read a true, timeless message for all
of humanity:

I LOVE YOU.

I DIED FOR YOU.

I CONQUERED DEATH FOR YOU.

- GOD.

Herita

Tina Burt-Edmondson

256-996-3779

Payro!
Call todmy' Ondy $214,900, (20776)

talty,glnc.

Boing Solka Fumished! AN this on
ONE Acre! Only $125,000¢ (20537)

www.oleheritage.com

A few dollars a month.

Priceless
peace of mind.

So much dastruction, 50 many lom lives.
Friends, Parants, chidren, husbands and wives.
Taken from us.on that awful day.
All we can do is hope and pray that thay Knew you Lord Jesus.
Were they with God?

Are you right with God, Do you know his Son?
Have you asked for foegivenass from the perfect one,
who gave His life for you and me.
Baalen and scarad. nailed 10 that tree.
God gave up his Son, the last sacrifce
Holy and biamaless 10 atone for our sin.
You must stap forward, fall down on your knees.
Bare your heart, et out what's within
Get right with God tha Fathar, Jesus the Son,
Don't wait for tomonrow, It just not come.
Are you right with God
Are you right with God?

We ara not guaraniead a single day,
We maka plans for the future but lomorow’s not ours.
Wa're not our Bves, homes Or cars.
Wa're only stewards of al that we have, *
Al the things we hold dear are dust in God's eyes.
Forgive us Lord Jesus, for tha sin In our lives.

Give thanks for yesterday and praise today.
Ha'l coma into your haart and through grace.
You'll b2 with
You'll be right with God.

Life insurance isn't about
you not being around anymore.
Its about making sure your
loved ones will be taken care of,
no matter what happens. So
choosing what coverage is right
for you Is an important
conversation — one that we'd
like to have with you. We'll help
you decide on a policy that's
both valuable and affordable.

Vaughn
501 Greenhill Bivd, W, Ste, 510
fort Payoe, AL, 35967
(256) 845-5020

AUTO « HOME « LIFE
www. alfains . com
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Class of 2011
Yalley head high School -

Nicholas Benjamin Atkins—Not Pictured
Brittany Renae Bain—Saluratorian
Justin Anthony Bartles
I'yler Ryan Blansit
Reabeca Joe Anna Bradbury—Not Pictured
Starla Imogene Cash
Leslic Payton Day—Valedictorian
Nickolas Adam Gatlin
Maria Del Carmen Gonzalez
Laylor Brooke Graham
Jason Michael Hall
Shelby Lynn Headrick
Brenda Liliana Hernandez
Anthony Levi Hulgan
Gina Gabriclle Johnson
Brian Lee Jones
Trevor Jusun Lewis
Jordan Nichole Mashburn =

Amber Renea Matthews
Megan Reed McElhaney

Jessica Elisabeth McKenzie
Benjamin Duane Morris

Preston Roland Owen
Hallie Lachie Pangle
Diana Hope Peoples
Coorey Dusnn Powell
Hunter Wade Stone
Caleb Randall White
Brenden Rein Wilbanks
fared Blake \\-l'.k*——\ll! E'h Tured

Brittany Bain
Salutatorian

Leslie Payton Day
Valedictorian
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Great Places to Stay in and around Mentone

Mentone Inn

By Charlotte Gentry County Road 89 DeSoto Parkwayl. |  meals for folks who were staying at
was told | could have the whole rental cabins in the Mentone area, do
*Fried Chicken Every Day” was the  square!” g photography. flower arranging, and

sign that used to hang out in front of the Cynthia rented a truck, loaded up her cater other events. Her past career
Mentone Inn during its days as “Hal's goods, drove 1o Mentone and set up her doing set decoration for movies and
Hotel"™ when owners Hal and Neida antique corer. She also pilched a tent  photographs was standing her in good
Howe ran it from 1927-1954 (Hal built  behind the Inn and stayed in that tent stead

the current structure after the original from Wednesday till the following Afer two years, the manager chose
two-story buliding burned.) Monday mormning. *1 did REALLY well at 10 pursue her music and not 1o renew

These days, innkeeper Cynthia that yard sale,” she says. But, she didnt her contract with the Inn's owners, Mike
Stinson doesn't offer fried chicken every know at that moment just how well and Sarah Campbell. Cynthia took over
day, but she does serve up a heaping  she'd done. as innkeeper. As Cynthia puts it, she
hozmgolhospimmylogueﬂsmmy “I became friends with Gloria (the was “armed with a little money, a lot of
at this charming old landmark of the innkeeper at that lime) and she asked f gumption and a pretty decant knowt-
mountain, I could help with breakfast at the inn, edge of the inn-keeping business.”

Built in 1827, the Mentone Inn has which was full to overflowing due 1o the “It was like everything I'd done in iife
been open continuously (with the yard sale. We worked well together and  was leading me 1o become innkeeper

exception of a couple months between  she offered me a job. My daughters hera,” Cynthia shares. "l guess | have

awners in 1899) offering sojourners a were all grown and had left home, so | aneyeforstagin&emurlbve
home away from home. It has been went back home to Greeneville, sold my antiques, | have the g ol.gab.andl

known by other names including . antiques business within 3 days, had a  love being a homebody. It's the perfect

DeSoto Lodge and Mountain View Inn.  big yard sale and got rid of the restof  match for me.”

But, no matter the name, it signifies my stuff and headed back to Mentone. “I can five where | work, work where |

something special 1o those who stay It was meant to be,” Cynthia tells with a  kve. It suits me. My philosophy is that

there, ~ smile, folks may not remember what you say,
“It's Jike going to Grandma's house “I never forget it, because it was my but they will remember how you made

for most people,” says manager Cynthia birthday, 12, when igotto  them feel. | want them to feel comfort-

Stinson. From their home in Mentone. | in my tent behind the  able fike they've come 1o Grandma's

Greenevile, Alabama, Cynthia’s family  Inn for about a month and started help-  house.” ;

made many trips through Mentone 1o ing Gloria with the day-to-day work. | The motto hanging in the house

visit family, the Smiths and Carrolls, learmed the “ins and outs” of the busi-  says, “Strangers are friends waiting 1o

who lived just over the mountain from  ness, what worked and what didn't,” she meet." That's exactly the way Cynthia
Mentone in the Pigeon Mountain area of says. sees it. "It's like they're coming to MY
Georgia. While staying at the Inn and helping  house. They really are my guests. And

they leave, they want to come

Cynthia remembers her trips through  there part-time, Cynthia Started “Chef in when
Mentone as a child, “Every time | saw  a Cabin,” which blossomed into a very  back. 5
this place, | thought | wanted to live in  good business. She would prepare comfortable rooms and a great front
the Gingerbread so (as she saw It - -

with her child’s eyes).” She adds,
"When I'd see those stone walls [along
Highway 117], it was like coming home.”

Cynthia's childhood dream to live at
the Inn did eventually come true, but it
was not until after sha'd travelled the
world with her career and then settled
down in Greeneville 10 raise her three
daughtars as a single mom and run an
antiques business for several years.

In fact, it was her love for restoring
beautiful antiques that brought her back
to Mentone, In 2007, Cynthia's business
in Greeneville had a very large invento-
ry of antiques. She'd heard about the
“World's Longest Yard Sale” that fol-
lowed the Lookout Mountain Parkway
and thought it would be an ideal venue
for selling her surplus.

“I looked on the map at the route the
sale took and saw thal it passed

any way for me 1o be able to get a
space on the comer [of Hwy 117 a

Mentone inn circa 1927.

take the surplus, She welcomes their
axtra guests as well.
The Inn Pavilion, with its gorgeous

1o use the pavilion when needed. She
also allows MAPA to use the Square
during festivals for, their Friday night

heiping out.




Jung 2011 ) g T GROUNDHOG Paci 13

Continued from page 12

braakfast isnt just for guests.
According to Cynthia, “If you'll call
ahead and pface your order, anyone
can come in to dine or sit on the veran-
dah,”

Cynthia is quick 1o give credit to her
staff for the part they play in maintain-
ing the excellent dining and lodging
experience folks enjoy at the Mentone
Inn. “We have great food and | have a
great cook, Nancy Smith from Fort
Payna. Sha's wonderfull” Two sisters,
Lisa Moore and Lindsey Webb of
Valley Head, help with the hausekeep-
ing. “They are so much fun. We work
together so well and they get the job
done, My guests can always expect
clean comfortable rooms, thanks to
them,” Cynthia says.

The Mentone Inn is open year-
round. Catering sarvices are available

R, BIG JIM'S BAMA @

inn or off-ste in the Menione area. For =l Specializing in BBQ and Good

more information or for reservations,

cal 256.634-4836 or 800-455- Southern Home Cookmg
7470, isit their facebook ‘

where g:nc&?azséeaai;u?mmfggt?; at the Hammondville Crossroads ¢
is featured in addition 1o news about LA Hwy 11 and Hwy 117

SO el . 635-6160

A Qz(;momo No Job Too Big or Too Small .
1 BED~B$?EAKFAST B | A % | |
e et o B ’. § ?" :— !
s & . BBB.
| ~asaneine §
Insurance
Jobs

Email: DavidMitchell033@gmail.com
P.O. Box 680777 Office 256-845-6431

Fort Payne, AL 35968 Mobile 256-997-6431

Known for Quality - General Contractor - Insurance Jobs

The Citizens Bank
of Valley Head

Large Enougﬁ To Serve You...

Small Enou.gﬁ To Know You
Valley Head Ider Mentone

Mnt e lnn o . 635-6292 657-5122 634-4744

TODAY Member FDIC
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Couthern Style log
furniture

Whon he firet vigited Mentone, Joff Rymer
wae skoplical about being able to eoll much furni-
ture. A Cleveland. Tennesece native, Joff already
had a couple places in much larger towne where
hie hand-eraftod. log furniture wae on display
and he'd eold a fow picces.

In comparison, Mentone looked rather emall
and. frankly, scemed a little 1oo quiel. To hie
eyee, it didn't appear to be a very likely place for
COMMarco.

Having worked in the
automobile industry in
Michigan for moet of his &
adult life. Joff had already
folt the offecte of a chang- ©#
ing economy when the
plant where he worked as
a supervicor wae shut
down. Jobless and fecling
that the time had come for
him to rethink his future.
Joff went back home to
Cleveland and decided to
do something different.

Heo began making furniture.

While visiting at the recommendation of
friends, Joff talked to a fow folke in the village
of Mentone. Their enthusiasm over his unique
furniture convineed him. though efill skeptical, to
open a thop in one of the vacant village shops.

Couthoern Style Log Furniture opened in the
epring of 2010 and hae become a year-round
buginese for Joff. Even during the winfer ceason.
when many shops close after Chrigtmas. he sfill
opens up on weokends. In addition to on-site
calog. cuctom ordere keep him buey throughout

the year.
Hig roputation for substantial. unique and oyo-

v Ko /

pleasing rustic furniture and housewares ie grow-
ing. with folke from all acroee the UC making it a
part of their home or cabin décor. "Juet tomethin’
difforent.” ie how Jeff deseribes his work when
he talks with customers.

In the year gince ile opening. Southern Style
Log Furniture hae oxpanded to inelude work by
sovoral aroa articane. Well-known carver Jim
Marbutt’s work ie for eale. Hank Sturm, of Valley
Head, hae carvings. hand-crafted toys. jowelry
and unique housohold iteme. Artiet Jorry
Wileon'e beautiful Native American and Wostorn
drawings are available only at Couthern Style.

Thie year Jeff added the work of hie sistor-in-
law, Cathy Dover-Rymer. to the inventory. Her
orated birdhouses and
J original musie are
available. Cathy ie
often on site fo

et

ed to ting a cong.

Southern Style Log
Furniture ie one of

shope that have
openad in Menfono

June 2011

within the last year. Joff emiles when ho recalle

how he thought he was juel plain crazy to open a
businese during a recession. He aleo emiles

soveral antroproncurial oaauc0 he has found work to do with hie hands

that pleases him and, apparently. many others.
Chop loeally. It'e good for everyone.

DIXIE SALVAGE

3630 N. Gault Avenue
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967

An Eskimo
could live
here!

JOHN CROW

Business (256) 845-5475
FAX (256) 845-5475

" Ecological Designs, Inc.
Custom building
a more beautiful home for you

Lyle Nicely Low Maintenance
Alabama State . -
Licensed Contractor Superior Quality

» Construction

* Design

» Site Prep

\_Ph. 256-634-4124
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LIBS FROM THE
LIBRARY

it's herel!

‘ ‘ Celebrating
summer at the
( library!! Camp
Moon Lake is

ready for you to
enjoy!! The
theme is,
“Super Heroes
Read For Fun!!" Set aside

a camper.
Thursday, June 2 will be opening

camp. Check in time is 3: 15

program begins at 3 :30

&
2

77

§39533
zoi

“g¢

5
g
g
:

33
i
I

apply to all sessions of camp.
, June 9, the featu
ram will be, Archie Wade:

agician Extraordinaire. You are invit-
ed 10 come in costume for a Magic
Costume Party!!

Thursday, June 16, featuring
Larry Bean: Native American Indians’
Tools and Weapons. He will be show-

ing the technique of throwing spears,
working clay, and making Native
American Indian pal . Native
American Indian Dancing will be illus-
trated.

Thursday, June 23, presenting
Paula Easter: The Library Dragon
and the Birthday Bash. We will cele-
brate everyone’s birthday with cake
and ice cream! This will be the last of
camp for this year.

Program pians for the next week's
camp will be given out at each camp-
ing session.

An added bonus will be that these
reminders have free food coupons
stapled to them. Be sure to pick one
up before you leave with your
camper.

Books, books, and more books will
be available for fun reading at Camp
Moon Lake. There will be a Camp
Swap Shop with books suitabie for
any Super Hero to read for fun. You

. Calling all amateur photographers! )

Outdoor Alabama magazine, the official publication of Alabama
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has announced its
2012 Photo Contest. Any amateur photographer may enter and there are
several categones of photos for submission.

LR R R N

* Youth — Two divisions: Youth ages 6-12 and 13-18 may enter any of the
« following categories. All entry rules apply.

-

+ State Parks — Recreational activities, park facilities, scenery or events
« held at any of Alabama's 22 State Parks operated by the Alabama

s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

-
* Birds — Native song birds, game birds and raptors
Mammals — Native mammals (pets and livestock excluded)

« Reptiles and Amphibians — Nay include turtles, snakes, lizards, sala-
s manders, etc..

. Other Native Wildlife — May include butterflies, insects, snails, etc

can choose a book to take home and $

read, then it back and get
another one. This can continue until
camp is over.

Continue to donate your books
for the book sale, The Summer
Book Sale will be August Sth and 6th
on the front porch of the Moon Lake
Community Li . During Camp

Moon Lake, regular library hours of
3 - 6 p.m. will continue as usual

and a volunteer will be at the
main for you to check books in
and out. You are invited to watch any
part of Camp Moon Lake. The excite-
ment of young pepple can be very
contaglous.

There will not be a meeting of the
members of the Board of Directors of
the Moon Lake Community Library in
June. Next meeting will be the third
Thursday in July at 3 :00 p.m. in the
library. To be placed on the
for a meeting, call Jan Wilkinson.
Write to us at; Moon Lake Community
Library, Post Office Box 481,
Mentone, Alabama 35984,

+ Scenic/Pictorial — Photos in which natural landmarks, scenery or inani-
s mate objects are prominent; site location required for this category.

* Nature-Based Activities — people enjoying recreation such as boating,
« fishing, hiking, hunting, camping (organized team sports are excluded).”
-

s Wild Flora — wildflowers, foliage, fruiting bodies, other parts of plants or
e trees (cultivated flowers, shrubs, etc. are excluded)

« According to the Qutdoor Alabama website, photos must have been taken
$ within the past two years, must have been taken in Alabama and the sub-
« ject has to be a species native to the state, Entries must be high-quality

$ digital images submitted on CD-ROM, accompanied by an 8x10 print of

« @ach photo. Up to 10 photos per person can be entered in the contest.

s These can all be in the same category or spread among different cate-

e gones.
-
« Entry forms and complete rules are available on the Outdoor Alabama

* website: www.outdooralabama.com Entries must be postmarked by
« October 31, 2011.
L

: Employees of the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resowrces and mem-
o Ders of their immédiate farilies are not eligible o enter the contest. Additionally, an ama-
o feur is defined as someone who does not does not eam a living from photography

SOU]

FURNITORE

~
N
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Raspberry, Blackberry or Dewberry?

by Chariotte Gentry, ry is smooth and round, The dewberry hugs the ground and spreads some-
Editor, Groundhog what like strawberry rhizomes. Raspberries don't have the thorns, either. If
you've ever been bliackberry picking, you've most likely bled a bit along the
way.

The wild raspberry is a smaller and less sweet cousin of the tame vari-
ety, but they are a welcome and unexpected treat. If it hadn’t been for the
downed trees, I'd have never found
them, either.

Next time you are taking a walk,
take a look around to see if you find
some of Nature's bounty. You might
just be rewarded with a delicious

| made a fortuitous discov-
ery the other day while walk-
ing around looking at stumps
of trees that had been
uprooted during the straight-
line winds fast month—wild
raspberries are growing right
in my own backyard!

A month or so ago, durng
what I'd refer 10 as
"Blackberry Winter”, | had
seen many blackberry blos-
soms while walking the path
around the lake. (I also
noticed a goodiy supply of wild blueberry blooms, t00.) The raspber-
ry canes, though, are in a completely different area and | had not
noticed those at all.

Now, | realize many other folks around here may have wild rasp-
bernes all over their woodiand areas and may not get as excited as
I am at finding them. But, | haven't had raspberries growing in my
yard since | was a kid in Indiana, and that was a long time ago!

Do you know the difference in the blackberry cane, the raspberry
cane and the dewberry cane? (One might say the dewberry plant
may be more of a vine than s cane.) If you look at the cane itself,
a blackberry has several ridges around the stem, while the raspber-

Brttany Bain, a lifelong resident of
Mentone and graduate of Moonlake
Elementary School, has been selected
Salutatonan of Valley Head High School,
Class of 2011

While attending Valley Head High
School, Battany was a4 member of the
Senior Beta Club, SADD, Saence Club,
FCCLA and Pride Club. Bnttany has
received a technology scholarship from
Northeast Alabama Community College
and will enroll in the nursing program

“I've always known since 1 was a Jittle
girl that I wanted to do something in medi-
cine,” said Brintany. She credits her parents
and several teachers with encouraging her
to excel in her studies and pursue higher

“"Continuous service by the same family since 1933" education.
5 ' Brittany is the dsughter of Terry and
B R OWN S - Pamela Bain, of Mentone, granddwghter of

CLEANING & LAUNDRY |l e v o ey

“An old company with new ideas” . - M-&'ﬁgmﬁmns:h.
Bnttany Bain m\ing Seh, g™ the s with Db

*Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens * Drapery Cleaning with Machine S l tat : and a smile. “Moon Lake is a part of
Decorator Fold » Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning * Fire Restoration & Odor alutatorian Mentone’s history,” she continues. 1 bope
Removal * Wedding Gown Preservation » Alterations * Pillow Cleaning Valley Head L‘:-"‘ abie to ‘*"{;‘_"‘ its 100-year cele-
817 Gault Ave. N. (256) 845-3241 . c'fm(wm s?::s and best of Juck 1o
High School reon- §i

Full Laundry Service  sed o be hait gailons
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Soeuttenn 2
$45-6000 a

2107 Gault Ave. N., Fort Payne

%
Agency, Tnc. &

b

SouthernPropertiesAgency.com

RUSTIC CABIN on wooded lol nes
DeSoto Sume Park 3 Bedroom, 2 Full
Baths |, 2 Ha Batha, Living Room w/
Wood Burning FP, Formal Dining and
Eatin Kachen, $185,000 (20564)

COZY COUNTRY CHARM in
downtown Menlone - 2/3BR-18A
with antique foot tub, Iving/din-
Ing combo, pine floors and walls,
rock fir . and CHEA. (Aad'l
lots avallable, ) House and Lot 11
- $101.900 { 1)

LIVE & PLAY on the water, 200"
of frontage on the East Fork of
Little River. 38R/28A, ol appl-
ances, wood burning fireplace,
storage bDuldiag and more.
$347.900 (18278)

NORTH BROW - Unigue log struc
“jlure that was moved from
Georgia, 1BR/1BA, open lwing
Space and Jots of room for entes
taining. 8.3 acres +/- $279,900
(182586)

mountain follage. 38R/28A over-
looking the West Fork of Little

River. Large yard, scroened
porch, 2 storage sheds and a 2-
cix garage. $199.000 (16371)

Space OuN00rs
on 2.2 acrws, 5340900 (21142)

CUSTOM BUILT LOG CABIN...
S, Bl B
COUsS Zront room m‘ w%
collings, hickory floors, 2<ar

§19% 500 ﬂ‘gsgg:-w"‘ g

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
property located on Hwy. 117 In
Mentone Is now FOR SALE!
Approx. 1350 «/- sqft. Room for
xpansion on this 1.35 + acre
fot, ONLY $142.500 (20377)

ON

PRIVACY?

LAUREL CREEK...Custom home | LOVE PEACE AND SITTING TOP OF THE

o"omg 28R/ 2BA, comfortadie | Own this secluded streamside | WORLD.., UNIQUE “rounc™ cabin | 2 584, BONUS room, lving

Iive In orea w/oothedral 2BA cabin with tewo-story | off an_open IMng space. | . firentace Witchen,/dining

cedlings, rock fireploce, oOwes m-m( room, fireplace, kAchen | 2BR/1 most ol rum-mu&s ’ bo obo

600" 0f screened porches  and | w/island, appliance package,| 9,58 acres and SPECTACULAS | combo, ve-ground  pool

access to 3 lakes. $194.500 | and dining area. 3.17 acre prop | views of the v angd mountains | w/deck, 1 acre, overiooking
erty $259.900 (21135) $295, pond. $2135,000 (20051)

(20120)

( o L <
- i

(18918) beyond.
AR -

g - b

Catrr

CUSTOM BUILY, 2 B/ 284 Lo

(21143)

|$79.900 (19850)

ﬂ.g.l ?’o RIGHTI 3BR/28A ! j’&' | Cae
Cmn.&cm.&m: oot ',," oy remoosied Machen wim | Two stooe freplaces, Risusous kfl. 3
' Maindevel master, Stain. | ey cabeats & 55 am::u. ik ¢ detacted S1or
m. otosl gocliances m NG area with ealt to re Owor: ’n cabin, Wy Y,
room, and covered m:n"o:{l‘m'so Mu&:mmﬂ”um:m@ Wower gﬁWmW-ﬂm-umllnﬁm Adung
$169.000 (21114) %osoo"mm fow. $299, 2027 more. A MUST SEE $790.000 (10467 | trals. $179.500 (19135, L4
BUILDING LOT (.59) on DeSoto Parkway near The Cliffs, $2%5 900 BROKEN DAM @ LARUSAGE! Located stop Lookout Mountain on land, Come see ai that Mentone has to offer as you plan 10 buid

BROW LOT! Gorgeous views all around from this beautiful 1 +/-
acre Jot in Mentone. $158.900 (21131)

3 +/- ACRES on the East Fork of Litthe River, $142,500 (17568)

GREAT BUILDING LOT sauated insde the city limits of Mentone
Property has an existing storage bullding and spiit rail fence

your gataway! $64,900 each (20577/20578)

restricted. (17327) 43 +/- ACRES IN MENTONE! 800" on Brush Creek. Possible
Owner available to qualified buyer. $199 000, (Additional
42 actes avall . Purchase both parcels for a total of BS acres for

only $379,000,) (18729)

TIME WILL STAND STILL when you sea thes view! 106" of peime !
bDrow view with paved road frontinge. Walking Gestance 1O downtown |
Mertone - walk 10 dinner or have 8n ice Cream cone. Level and)
re to build. Al Menlone ofty services avallabie. $109.500]

BREATHTAKING SUNSETS and views awail you on this 6.5 acres
w/300" of brow frontige. $345,900 (17268)

START YOUR NEW HOME HERE IN MENTONE, ALABAMA! The pos
sibilities are endless as you explore these 3 acres. The entire reiyw
of the property rests on Little Rivor, addeng to the features of the (210
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Diary of a
Chicken Lady

Part-two
hat
do
you

By Kristen Emory
do when you

are absolutely
positively
scared of chick-
ens? You sit in
the coop with
them and give them cute names
like Thelma and Louise. And
when this dosen’t work you buy
more chickens, right? Just smaller
ones.

- I get to put my well-carned
Psychology Degree to work by per-
forming a little Desensitization
Therapy (I leamned that in a book).
Without telling anyone, | load up
and head to Tractor Supply to see
Faye. | tell Faye about my minor
fear of chickens and my plan with
baby chicks.

My fear is not of the chicken
itself but of the quick movements
they make as they fly around and
squawk.

She shows me how to hold a
chick and fills me in on what to
feed them and how to care for
chicks that are only a week old.
Yes, I said it, a week old. Caring
for the chicks will require a light,
smaller living quarters, different
feeders and waterers, a few weeks
in the house, and more study in my
chicken book.

{ Now, remember, | have told no
one. | am on my own. Faye and |
begin to pick out the best baby
chicks and she informs me that |
have to buy six. SIX?!? What am |
going to do with SIX baby

2 chicks?!?!

I move forward with 2 red
chicks, 3 black chicks, and | white
chick (she was on sale and fiesty).

When | say fiesty, | mean running
through the aisles trying to make
the great escape. | had o save her.
What is safer, roaming the streets
of Fort Payne or Mentone? Load
her up Faye, she’s going with me.
I am headed back to Mentone with
six baby chicks in a box at my feet.

Luckily, Tom was not home at
the time of my arrival and 1 get all
neccesary items together. I find a
large tub that the chicks can live in
and decide to put the tub and the
baby chicks in the extra-large dog
house (we have four outside dogs)
to keep the chickens safe until
nighttime.

Minor setback-- the dog house
doorway is just a little bit small for
the chicken tub. I make a quick
phone call to my Dad. He was
busy. With what? He is retired and
I need his help. | inform him, “l
am getting out the power tools.
Can I cut-the dog house door with
a skill saw? Hurry and help me
before Tom gets home.”

No time. | am moving on. There
are lives at stake here! | plog in the
saw and start cutting. | look
through the cloud of saw dust and
there, pulling in the driveway, is
my lovely husband. I'm busted!
Tom quickly informs me that he
likes all my fingers and finishes
my chore with a smile on his face.

Long story short, the tub now
fits in the dog house even though
the chicks reside in the back room
of our house...at least until I can
get Tom to build me another chick-
en coop. “A small one honey,
nothing fancy.”

My therapy is going well. The
baby chicks are helping. Ican not
say 1 am fearless, but I am less
fearful.

Chicken Lady?

Kristen Emory

{Knsten Emory and her husband, Tom,
nexide in Mentone and, in akftion to ras-
ing chickens, av owners of Mentone
Maker)

R

MAPA meeting to elect new officers,
Tuesday, June 7, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
at Moon Lake Baptist Church.

Juxs 2011

\ Sit a spell B U
f .
:

RT
UNERAL HOME

Home Owned & Operated for over 50 years
John |. Burt

Licensed Funeral Director & Manager
Payne - Valley Head
F&fts.e’az;gnz 635-6247

BUYING GOLD & SILVER

JEWELRY & COINS
We Pay More!

Same Location Since 1959

PRUETT JEWELERS

69 Main Street East » Rainsville, Alabama
256-638-3210 How many flavors are there?

MASSAGE
THERAPY

Kerry Breithaupt LMT
National Instructor AL#456

/nen fone
k)eac)mg C/tapeﬂ

* HOT STONE MASSAGE
DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
GIFT CERTIFICATES
CABIN/HOUSE CALLS

Offices in
Mentone & Ft. Payne

256- ._..)4 ()h()‘)

Nesthed in the mOOds Mop Lookout Mourtan, now
Meorftowe, AlMSama, s guairt Ittle Chape! i So
rounded By ferrs, forest S Sowers. The chagwl i &
scaled vernon of tredtonal Appatachtuan churches of
Oays fone by. Staned plasa mnoows Menng soft for
oSl SurVays and SO QAN MUSK ACCen an ambience
My o wed0ing Conamony. NSide wOOOM Dews will
»oot sppronrately S0 poosts

Linds Pattenson, owner of he chapsl, 30 Tw ok
for it began witn a bell, and now that bed fings &
Newiyweds el the Goor of the chapet

CJ.&:L’&CJW' Mavic * Plotographs
Fowers * Receptions * Lidping * Limorine
To arrange yvour wodding ov renewing

of your wedding vows, call

256-634-4181 st
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RHODODENDRON GARDEN CLUB NEWS Mentone Area Arts Council Newsletter
Linda Brown, Secretary

Variety is the spice of garden clubs! The May meeting, this is the first secret ingre- In the wake of the late April tornadoes that were so destructive across northem

dient, of the Rhododendron Garden Club was very spicy. On May 10,2011, ten mem-
bers and four visitors journeyed to the home of Jack and Elaine Gauldin. The house is
situated on the bank of Little River in Mentone, this Is the second secret ingredient,
Simmer these two together for a few minutes until further instructions.

Just a little background information will make this story more interesting. In
December, the club was scheduled to celebrate Christmas at the home of the Gauldins,
An ice storm came and the meeting was canceled, ice and snow were on the ground on
the day of the January meeting. The meeting was canceled. Sometime shortly atter this
date, the committee met and planned the programs for the next year. It was at this
meeting that it was decided to meet at the Gavlding home for 2 meeting in a month that
would not have an ice or snow storm.

-The month of May was chosen and someone said, “What can the program be?”
Elaine answered that they had a pontoon boat and the members could come and take a
ride on the river to see the flowers which would in bloom. No one knows how she per-
suaded Jack to consant 1o give women a ride on his boat on the river. He had no-
escape route!

The day dawned crisp and clear. It was a little chilly but we all knew to wear a light
jacket. We gathered on the screened porch and were served a snack. | can't spell hors
d'oeuvres. About 10:30 a.m. it was announced that Jack was ready to take the first
group for a ride on the river. Seven of the ladies loaded inte the boat and were off with
what sounded like a turkey call. It was just the hom of the boat. Resume directions for
Spicy meetings! ‘

As soon as the boat - A
pulled away from the dock,
you could hear the ohing
and ahing. The rhododen-
dron and the mountain lau-
rel were both in bloom and
were covering the banks of
the river. This is a sight
which can only be seen
from the river. Add plenty
of this ingredient and enjoy
the feast for your senses,
I'm sure that many of our
members know the Latin
names for these plants, but
| am using the teems which
I've always heard. Most of
the rhododendrons were
the native ones. These are
usually light purple in color.

These were covered in blooms and were at the peak of their season. A few were
more of a rose color, but on closer inspection their buds were tighter and they were in
the shade. The mountain laurel was blooming in shades of white, pink and darker pink.
The shiny green foliage entwined with the blooms to give the banks of the river a beau-
ty beyond description. S

The first group returned and those ladies who were waiting embarked on the voyage
of Mentone in May. The chorus of ohs and ahs was heard once again. Jack guided the
boat along the same route for this group of members.

When all were back and very much rea(}y for lunch, we were not disappointed. Enter
next secret ingredient. Elaine Gauldin and Jan Wilkinson served a sit-down lunch to all
in attendance. What a wonderful day and the perfect ending was homemade strawberry
shortcake for dessert.

Thanks ever so much to Jack and Elaine for hosting one of our most memorable
garden club meetings."We are trying something new this year. We do not plan to meet
in June and July. ‘

. m megting: Tuesday, August 9, 2011,at 10:00 a.m. The ciub will meet at the

Comg'unity House. The program will be Floral Designs and preparation for the VFW
Fower Show.

The Rhododendron Garden Club is a member of Northeast Alabama Federation of
Garden Clubs; District 1I; The Garden Club of Alabama, Inc.; and the Deep South

Reglon.

May 2008 Rhododendron Festival river trip.

——etetetec~ . satins

Alabama, several events have been scheduled 10 raise funds to help those in this
area who suffered losses,

Saturday, June 11, a silent auction to raise disaster relief funds will be held at the
DeKalb Theater, in Fort Payne. The event will kick off at 9:00 am, and Is being
coordinated by the Wills Valley Covenant Church and Purpose Center. MAAC is
encouraging any of our members o donate items for the auction. For more infor-
mation on how to make a donation, contact Hank Sturm at 256-393-9986

Call for artists for MAAC's July 2nd/3rd Mid Summer Art Show

The Mentone Area Arts Council announces the first call for artists to display your
work at the Mid Summer Art Show, July 2nd and 3rd, in Mentone. The 4th of July
weekend in Mentone always attracts crowds of visitors o the area, and consider-
ing the low exhibitors fees, this is a very attractiva show. Council members pay
$20; non-members pay $45, but $25 of that goes to pay your 2011 membership in
MAAC. What a deal! So sign up now, and join us in downtown Mentone for this
great show. Mid Summer’s coordinator Harry Ohme, says, "This will be a fire-
cracker event!” Just fill out and retumn the following form 1o MAAC:

Please Print
NAME_

MAILING ADDRESS
ciTy 3

EMAIL ADDRESS
TYPE OF ART EXHIBITED
EXHIBITOR'S FEE ENCLOSED
Make Check Payable To MAAC
Participation will be confirmed. Mail form & fee to:

Ohme .

Harry
P. O. Box 243
Mentone, AL 35084

STATE

$20 MAAC MEMBER
$40 NON-MEMBER

Where's the ant?

We haven't a clue unless you clue us in. So send your arts and cultural events
announcements to us and we'll pass them on.

Holley Midgley, MAAC vice president

Valley Head Drugs

114 Commerce Avenue :
Valley Head, AL 35989 :
Surely, Shirely won' tell

256-635-6812

Cynthia and Wayne Wooten, Owners

“We appreciate your business”
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Moon Lake at Space Camp

(sbmitted article)

Each year Ms, Prestwood’s Sth
grade class at Moon Lake
Elementary School travels to the
Huntsville Space & Rocket Center
and spends three days at Space
Camp. The ume they spent there
this year was jam-packed with fun
and adventure.

Going to class and learning
about what it takes to become an
astronaut, building rockets, visit-
ing the IMAX theater, traveling
exhibits, going through the gift
shop, and experiencing what astro-
nauts do day-by-day are just a few
of the things they fit into those
three days. The adventure is one

;:}%llit:}:m kids will remember for a BrarmePowst o
Thank you to everyone who Space Camp 2011
contributed to making this trip

possible. A special thanks to Ms.
Prestwood for being such an extra-
ordinary teacher!

me:mmmmmm.mwéom.xmwm
Back Row: Kattie Bain, Brianna Powell, Dyfan Pannell, Bennett Crow, Brian Estep, Macy Smith
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:(mn 34'; ::73:2978 10 care for our familios. Helping
us 52 1 s - noads
2”4, W,65 mark.mitchall b2g 1 ePstatefarm com YOLLIVIGAE YOLN FISLE SR Diea

1S part of my commtmant o
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For several years, gardeners have
noticed the decrease in the honey bee
population. We have become so depen-

dent on chemicals to help
us with weeding and
pest control that we
have made the
outdoor environ-
ment harmful to
the bees and butter-
flies. So, let’s do
something  about
bringing the bees and butterflies back to
the garden.

First, target those pesky bad offend-
ers with a safe alternative, such as
insecticidal soap or beneficial insects
that prey on the bad guys. It may take
some extra effort on your part, but do
some research on safer methods. Your
local garden center professional, the

internet, or the library are great l

sources of information. Did
you know that the Master
Gardener program especial-
ly targets safe means of
dealing with “bad” bugs,
disease, and fungus?
This course is available

to all interested individu-

als. Call your local
extension agent for
times and dates of the

few years ago and, even though | work
with plants and pests every day, |
learmed so much to help me in my work.

Secondly, provide shelter. Bees,
birds. and butterflics need safe havens
to feed, water, and reproduce. Plant a

s ilv availab
classes. I took this course a them are readily-available

" Bring on the Pollinators

“wild” area that will give them undis-
turbed arcas. Provide shallow pools of
water for the butterflies. An upturned
bottie with a 1on in it will give
plenty of water for them.

Finally, serve the pollinators an
ongoing feast, Native plants bloom at
the right times for pollinators. Plant
masses fthreé or more) of the same
plant. Some plants, such as parsley,
fennel and dill are sacrificial in that the
larva feed on them: the good point is
that the parsiey is a perennial and will

grow more food for them and us. Other.

plants serve as nesting spots; birds love
to build their nests in hollies as the
sharp pointed leaves protect them from
predators.

Another drinking spot can be a
muddy site or bog. An example is the
muddy area | created yesterday when |
watered my containers in the yard, As |

was Jeaving home last evening for

An appointment, small blue

> butterflies were drinking

"+ from the muddy spot | had

created. Ramn gardgns can
also provide this watering area.

There is still plenty of time to fill

your garden with the

plants | have men-

uoned. Most of

at garden centers now. Do your
part to protect our pollinators. Oh, yes,
bees only sting when provoked. | sim-
ply tell the bumblebees at the store to
go someplace clse and they usuvally

Don't forget
to recycle
but please follow the
rules by using the right
bins, which are clearly
labeled. 3
Mentone Recycling

City Hall.

Center is located behind

Here are some great plants that will invite pollinators to
your garden and provide them with food:

The blanket flower (Gaillardia spp.) provides color to draw bees.
Joe Pye weed (Eupatorium spp.) provides nectar.

Sunflower seed (Helanthus spp.) production increases when native bees
feast on them.

Asters (Symphyotrichum spp.) with a lot of color will draw a broad range of
pollinators.

Purple coneflower (Echinacea spp.) provides wonderful beauty while luring
pollinators.

Lavender (Lavandula spp.) attracts honeybees, the most efficient of poilina-
tors.

Butterfly weed (Ascllepias spp.) provides feed and a spot for the caterpillars
to lay eggs that become butterflies.

Bee balm (Monarda spp.) has a long blooming season 1o attract bees and bat-
terflies.

Rosemary adds fragrance plus lovely blue blooms for the pollinators 1o dine
upon.

Cosmos (Cosmos spp.) offer an extremely long bloom perfod, from spring to
the first frost.

Russian sage (Perovskia spp.) is a good nectar source late in the season whea
other perennials are finished blooming.
One of the best pollinator shrubs is the
abelia, blooming from early sum-
mer 10 frost, providing nectar and

great fragrance.

Brrr! It's cold!

FIRST FEDERAL
Bank

The finest traditions of community banking

Rainsville Ider
638-6342 657-6255

Fort Payne
845-1077

We're more than bankers, we're your neighbors and friends."

L mm o _am __ am L . _ _ an o
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CLASSIFIEDS

LODGING/CABIN
RENTALS

$99 PER NIGHT SPECIAL!
Best price on the edge of
Lookout Min. Romantic sunsets.
Mentone. RITZ ON THE
ROCKS. Reservations now 504-
481-8666.

HIGH HORSE LODGE vacation
rental provides luxury in a
wildemess setting near
Mentone. Hike, bike or ride 5
miles of trails. 706-398-0858;
www.highhorselodge.com
ROCK BLUFF RENTALS.
Lakeside cabins. Hot tubs. Gas
log fireplaces. Fishing. Pet
friendly for house-trained pets.
www.rockbluffinc.com 256-634-
8180 or 256-364-0033

(NOTE: CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
PAID IN ADVANCE. Contact
EDITORGROUNDHOG@YAHOO.
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COM or mail ad copy and pay-
ment to PO Box 387, Mentone

AL 35984)
! 4
;' = ™= =USe this form to subscribe to Ih ;'G"'m,"md"hg-g o } Attention Groundhog Readers:
: Name: : Single copies of the Groundhog are available at the locations
: i listed below free of charge.

1 Address: § To have the Groundhog mailed to your home, complete the
i J coupon at left and mail along with your payment to The
i City State . Zip ] Groundhog. Please remember to advise us of any changes in
H I your address. !

§Date:__ ——e .  Bruce's Foodiand (Fort Payne) Littie River Hardware
DeKalb Co. Li Fort Payne! The Clip Joint
: Have The Groundhog deliverad to your mailbox! Give The Groundhog for a : Welcome cq,:::ys‘(,pphm spm)g,) sg\.mpr.e'.
birthday present or as a special gift for someone you love. If gift, please give Valley Head Drug Store Alabama Organics
I the name and complete address of recipient. Renew your own subscnptnon I Tigersinn Mentone Community Library
J Just $15/year. Send your check payable f0: ] Mentone Market Second Chances
i § The Forge Gallery Mentone Realty
The Groundhog Tourist Association (Fort Payne) The Times-Journal
' PO BOX 387, MENTONE, AL 35984 ' DeSoto State M. . Ch.ﬂ'b.f of Commerce




28th Annual Rhgcclmgﬁendron Festival

- :

- -\

N .




