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By Chariotie Gentry, Editor

We were standing on the deck on the
brow of Lookout Mountain at Mentone, riv-
eted by the sight of the horrifying, yet
strangely-beautiful storm b on the
other side of the valiay atop Mountain,
The tornado moved amazingly fast, even
though it looked to be at least a mile-and-a-
haf wide. It was dark. It was dangerous. It
was eerie. It was amazing.

Helpless to do amything but wa!ch wé
could not take our eyes off this savage
cloud of destruction moving relentiessly
northward. We prayed. We talked. We were
hushed with awe. We were shocked.

Just after the tornado passed that area, a
waterspout began 1o rise from DeKalb
Public Lake in Sylvania, moving upward like
a spirit ascending 1o the heavens. It was
horribly symbolic of those souls that were,
surely, ascending to heaven at that very
moment. We prayed some more.

The lightning directly over our heads ran
in alil directions like a maniacal light show.
Some of those on the deck sought safety in
the basement. Others ol us were roofed to
the spot, unable 10 tear ourselves away from
what we knew was death and destruction to
our ned on the other mountain.

ly, the black monster abandoned
Sand Mountain and headed more easterly
toward Georgia to pounce upon Trenton,
Debris swirled and danced in the air in its
waks.

Night blanketed the world and there was
pitch blackness before us, except for the
winking red lights of distant emergency
vehicles dottad here and there. Then another
red dot would appear, and another...but we
knew there weren't enough. Morning would
have to bring its light before help could
come to most of that ravaged landscape.

The sun did rise. It seemed somehow
traitorous that we wese able to wake up and
go ’Pﬂ%}?‘" lives, knowing what was taking
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We watched helplessly from the brow at Mentone, praying for those in the path

of this dark force of nature.

phace just a few miles away, We marveled
that we were spared and we were only suf-
fering the inconvenience of no power and, in
some cases, water,

We began to recognize what a gift the
new day was. Neighbors were actually
becoming nelghbors for the first time,
Coffee was brewed and breakfast prepared,
and these were shared with those who did
not have generators. Chainsaws wera being
loaded into trucks and people began rolling
up their sieeves, heading out to halp wher-
aver it was needed. There was courtesy and
concern for people sitting in ling waiting for
gas or at improvised 4-way slops where
traffic lights were not working.

Collectively, we were saddened 1o hear of
the loss of people we knew, and shocked by
the numbers of those killed and injured. We

were heartened by the miraculous stories of
narrow escapes by others. -
Above all, we knew kife would ~vi
00 on somehow. 1t wouldn't be :

the same, to be sure, but it
would go on.

small, were podotmod-llme
things like making a power
strip available on the porch so
that cell phones could be
charged; offering a hot shower;
making phone cakis to chack
on loved ones; cooking food,
that otherwiss would hava
spolied, on grills and feeding
anyone who was hungry,

The neighbors came to help

{from far anqm_-'w $iana,

-

Josh Zulker

North Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee,
Mississippi, and all over Alabama.
Truckioads of relief goods were being sent
from far away organizations. Utility trucks
from Several states rolled in to help restore
powes 10 North Alabama where the storms
of Wednesday, April 27th, had ransacked
TVA's major power lines.

The stories of heroism, loss, relief, kind-
ness, hope, despair and miracles are so
numerous that we can only nod our heads
and be aware that we are blessed beyond
measure to live in this place. There is still
much to be done and recovery will take
time...a lot of time. But, each day Is a new
day and a new opportunity 10 help. Instead
of just watching from a distance as we did
when the tornado wounded our neighbors,
we can now take part in the healing,

(£dx:ors note: Four famifes, including

pofs { sheltor at the Menione brow
home of Ginny and Paul Zulker on the night

of the tcvnado They had a basernent and a
generator o be able o keep up with the
weather sfuabon, 1o the Zulkers and the
many others who offered their neighbors
sheiter from the storm and the use ol thoir
resources in its altermath, thank you.)
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ROU . Letters To the Editor
THE GROUNDHOG From the Editor ma
Published monthly by the Mentone First of all, an apology is due to our readers, advertisers and sub- | | think for the most part a majori-
Area Preservation Association, MAPA | | scribers for the tardiness of the May issue of The Groundhog. We 3;&' people, when faced with tough
m'ggogc“o’g‘;":ge? published a week later than scheduled due to the tormadoes and the wwmh:tv:v: ""d"':gem'
ekt S i subsequent “catch up” that came from having no power for several | i 28 WEELERENETE SEREEEE
1982, for the purpose days. We are truly sorry this is the case, but we hope you will find don't mind o step up and be the
of preserving and pro- this edition of our paper to be worth the wait. first to be ready to offer help or ser-
tecting the heritage, nat- The Groundhog has been around since 1982. The Mentone Area | vices.
ural environment, and Preservation Association (MAPA) is its steward. The paper’s intent, | think Tom and Kristen at
:“"&ﬂm:&“:‘f‘;? :’, 3’; = then and now, is to record the people, places and events, past and | Mentone Market were a great help
tered as a non-profit organization by present, of the Mentone area. to us all during our recent power
the State of Alabama. With that in mind, we are making greater efforts to include stories, | outage due to the storms that
THE GROUNDHOG STAFF photos and features which we believe will be more relevant and wreaked havoc on DeKalb County.
B Chariotte Gentr eTrr\‘j:)gble to our readers. We are planning to extend distribution of m%":ewe it A
v riters........... n Baty, roundhog and have more drop-off points in area businesses. without power.
CARIE Croni S e Chastain, | | Folks look forward to picking up a copy of our free publication each m;gemmm'
e month, and our subscribers pull it eagerly from their mailboxes to :
4 S open for the rest of us.
PRI s Gerald Bailey read the “Neighborly News from the Heart of Lookout Mountain. " Tom ran a generator to provide
Vice President.............. Jim Weathers In April, Evelyn Graves stepped down as Groundhog editor. She | power for us to pump gas to power
SECTEArY...cvesereererseres Gail Chambers | | began her work for the paper by helping Marie Dillenbeck and then | our generators and autos so we
Parliamentarian......... Amelia Kirk-Lolli | | took over as editor a few years ago. The two of them kept the paper | could get around to check on
e T e R Sl e
' ‘ adies put into rou an ata lenge it is to pull it y _
MAPK Huee” for the new year are: | | together each month. What some would imagine as just a part-time | Sausage biscuits that were not easi-
$10//individual and $15/coupte. Send | | thing, actually tums into a full-time job...and then some! Thank you, | ¥ m’;fg° for some of us -
your dues to: MAPA, PO Box 50, | | Evelyn, for your hard work and dedication to the community. We DBOO' e '°".ua l?m;tgaﬁ‘ -

Mentone, AL 35984

In case of errors In advertisements,
The Groundhog assumes lability only
for the actual space that is incorrect
in the advertisement.

CALL CHARLOTTE GENTRY AT
256-996-5995 for advertising.
Letters to the editor are welcome.
They should be typewritten and of rea-

sonable length.

-"'"""‘"\'\)
B

Join MAPA today!

Help us preserve

Mentone’s history
and impact its future.

Just $10/year induvidual
$15 for a family

MAPA, PO Box 50
entone, AL 35983

| S

-| Charlotte Gentry, Editor

wish you health and happiness.

Through the years there have been several gifted editors and
writers who have published in The Groundhog. In no way can we
hope to actually do so, but we will do our best to live up to the stan-
ggrdmeysetlnthesepages. It is a humbling thing to set about to

We'd like to thank our advertisers who've been with us since the
beginning and the new ones who see The Groundhog as a valuable
resource to our community. Thank you, too, to the contributors
whose family histories, poetry, photos or features have been shared
with our readers. Without advertisers or contributors, there would be
no Groundhog.

Lastly, thank you for reading The Groundhog. This is YOUR
newspaper. There are stories going on all around you each day and
you are, very often, the only one who can let us know about them.
We invite you to submit your own writings, photos, poetry, etc. for
possible publication. We especially desire to have historical photos
that tell a story by themselves. You may have a story idea, but
don't feel comfortable with the writing of it. Let us know and we'll
work together to get it in a future issue. We would love to hear from
you with feedback, comments and even criticism (please be civil,
though). You can send email to EditorGroundhog@yahoo.com, write
us at PO Box 387, Mentone AL 35984, or call 256-996-5995.

For MAPA and The Groundhog,

o

tales about the storm. My hat is off
to Tom and Kristen and | hope a lot
of folks around Mentone feel the
same.

Larry Sm'alg
ol bty i

Groundhog editor,

| was visiting in Mentone recently

and picked up a copy of The

Groundhog. | wondered, where

goes?me name "Mentone® come
om

m;'muunmo:mm'w
the Greek root word “tonus”; a stretch-

Alice Mason, young daughter of John

:
:
:
:
S"
:
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6‘“& forward 1o a visit from our
neighbors and friends.
L B B N NN
LOTS and LAND

— ST $15,000 (Lot 20, 2 8e). $135,000 |
' e LOG CABIN SURROUNDED BY WOODS, $15,000 | , 2 86). up 10 :
LUXURIOUS LAKESIDE LIVING! This exquisitely designoed & furnished home 0n | suaishie wih 2.3 acres, of up 10 6.5 (Lot 7, 1.38 ac kot .,/13? on €|
Mentone's secret jewel, Lake Lahusage, is ready for you 10 entortain guests acres! Front and back porches, full Fork Utthe River), Hunters focge, ]
tignt from day one! Comes complete w/ great covered dock, pontoon boat & |  unfiniahed basement for storage of MLS #725702: (FLS #20927) ‘
Sea Dool Walk down to the iake from the terrace-level pato, accessed from workshop (large doors leading outside). !
the den that features & vintags, commercialstyle Brunswick pool table. Over | Privacy with corvenience 1o Mentone. LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN? 145 ac of |
3,000 finished sq Nt of area w/ SBR/4.58A, open ang/dining, galloy | Owner has done a ot to fix up the beautiful land in Hommonovile. Just off |- |
Kitchen w/ Jots of cabinets & pantry storage aceas, incl. a bulltin china cabi m. and 1 has a lot of rustic charm,

net. Splitsystem CH/A. Spacious screened back porch, completely furnished

for gracious outdoor Iving. Basement garage. A getowary of residerce sultable | Lots of possibiities to make 1t really
for any Hestylo, Just listed for $349,000. (MLS #655876)20009) at $54,900. ( 2961965)20915)

- ™~

TAKE REFUGE FROM THE CITY....n YOUCAN OWN THE FARM...or as much THE LITTLE WHITE COTTAGE, pic ‘ '
yet rustio, 20R/28A cabin w/vaulted this 3BR/28A log cabin situsteg on 28 of t as you can handie! Newlycon l:mwmm‘:mnmmx&w REDUCED CREEXSIDE LOT IN !
celing n great room; WB Fpi; custom  acres, Open IMng/Oning/knchen area. structed rustic farmbouse with 4.5 808D . In donntown Meckone, 2" ot

cabinetry; screened side porch off Mainjevel Master Sulte w/doudle vani- Bcrus, O buy the whoio shebang with DXt 00of 10 the Mentone Springs Hotel mm&wmmm

. . : & Vilage Shops. Small & conv,
MABR; HW & tile ficors; beamed cellings  ties, cedardined walkin closet & lots of 15 acres, fenced, w/lishing pond & 28R/1.58A, completely rencvated Mw&wm,m,u:u

MOSSY ROCK AT MENTONE! Dlegant,

z¥aq
£

& walkvin closets in both BRs, Clawfoot  extra storage. Mountan views, a wiap- small barn. Picturesque yard w/Deir- w/totally new in . appl ‘"m‘_on-trm.rods&m.lf ‘o been
b & sop sHower in MABA, Busit w/ener-  around porch & inground poot make £ &  loom flowering shruds, big okl trees & washer /dryer!), plumbing, CH/A & roof! m mm:usum

By efficiency in mind, Wooded jot with it perfect place to get away & relax! very pleasant views from front of back grgie attached carport, fenced back-
ve 1o no yard maintenance! $175,000. Recontly reduced to $130,000 (MLS porch, Come home! $167.500 of yarg, extrowice ot.  Priced ot only
(MLS #664604)20416) #511584)20798) $215.000, IMLS445045)20810) $121.900. IMLS331853)%20249)

TWO FURNISHED LOG CABINS on 6
wooted acres, convenently located on
the ropd leading 1o Cloudmont Ski &
Go¥f Resort at Mentone, Both have fire-
places, hot wbs & 3/4 waporound
porches. Active cabin rentals. Groat

investment opportunity. “Above the : ol . ododgndron
Clouds” has 2BR/1BA & a basement. meadow, surrcunded by : . F‘ - l IS I
*The Hideout®™ has 2BR/1.5BA, Mentone. Recently reduced 10 residence! : ? gasiivall

$269.900, (MLS #496392420727) $90,000(MLS #611279)20511)

e e ———— — ——
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BIRTHDAYS NG

ﬂ IV /q I « 28TH ANNUAL RHODODENDRON FESTIVAL the 3rd weekend of May.
Sponsored by MAPA. Food, arts & crafts, music, fun, On the brow at

Mentone.

* MOON LAKE 6TH GRADE GRADUATION, May 26th, 1:00 p.m.
« SACRED HARP SINGINS for beginners at Senior Center in Fort PaYne
every last Tuesday night of the month. 6:00 p.m. Cail Henry Johnson for

more information (256) 927-4915,

Birthdays Anniversaries - DECORATION at the Little River Cemetery is the 3rd Sunday in May
(May 15th)

2 - Jill Whitten, Ella Voils 6 — Claud and Sharron Burke, Toby ‘ ,

3 - Oline Cochiran (in memory) and Rachel Manifold éDECORAT'ON at Bankhead Cemetery is the 4th Sunday in May (May

4 - Oleda McCurdy 8 — Joyce and Terry Tumer 2nd)

S — Emily Howard 10 — David and Cheryl Baker M meets Tuesday of t h at 6 h

6 - Jessy Mayhew, L.A. Smith 13 - Alvin and Velma Bone (49 yrs.) Mo:n‘::ke Bamestve J,?h Nextanybe%li::ge m rt\:e ealtegb%?'n%';‘:ftﬁée?s for the

8 — Regan Broome, Lesa Smith 16 — Amy and Preston Kirby fiscal year 2011-2012. If you are a current member, or if you are interest-

14 - Lois Wood (in memory), 20 - Chris and Christina Stokes ed in joining the Mentone Area Preservation Association, please make

Jeanne Bare, Jay Broome 27 — Donnie and Ella Voils plans to attend.

15 ~ Gail Gaylord "9 Alfred and Eddie Langst

16 2 Ass K’:fb‘; R "cn': Grcncgn o - FIRST FRIDAY FISH FRY each month at the Mentone Inn Pavilion.

18 — Nelson Kerb Tentative time 3:00-7:00 pm. Cost is $5.00 per plate. Proceeds go to
Ry oy 5 . Strong Family Initiative. For more information, contact Angie Shugart with

20 - Alexis Manifold, Tom Tullis One World Adventure y. 256-634-8370

21 ~ Anne H. Ransom, Susan Flynn www.facebook. e-World-Adventure-Company

22 - Bobby Brown, Caitlin Kirby, M 'iae

John Streatficld FA‘I;ICTION TO dBENJEuFIT T‘(t)':lP;ADO VICTIMS at the Dem Thea&e;ln

23 - Colton Baggett. Nath t Payne. Saturday, June 11th, 9 am-noon. Artists, crafts individuals

Baggct(x) o P i4'5'Day 20’ ’ with goods or services which could be auctioned are urged o contact

24 - Amber Hilliard Hank Sturm at 256-393-9986 or Nancy Sturm at 256-393-2440. 100% of

< . : May 30 - proceeds will go to tornado relief, administered by the Fort Payne

25 ~ Billy Wnight, Jack E. Jones Purpose Center,

26 — Norm Baker F _mm»m

27 — Christy Voils, Hank Van and safe holiday. * FARMERS MARKET is open each Wednesday and Saturday on the

Apeldoom Square at Mentone.

20T o e e e EVERY WEEKEND beginning in May through the Aut ths

= i . inning i y thr umn months -
':(l) = %rr:lc::{‘,s[;‘&?ﬂt L() O KO U T Nature Programs & Guided Hikes at DeSoto State Park - Frogs, creepy
: : crawlers, mountain life, Trail of Tears, flower and bird watching, are just a
sampling of what you will leam b % state park naturalists and Jacksonville
State University Field School staff. Printed brochures of all programs are
available by calling 256-782-5697. Pu:grams are held every Friday and
Saturday m’;ht at the DeSoto State Park Pavilion and begin at 8 p.m, In
the event of rain, programs are moved 1o the Nature Center, 256-845-
0051

If you have announcements for the Community Bulletin Board, please

email them to: r , Or drop them by
entone Reaity office.

G:{HOURS FOR MOON LAKE
COMMUNITY LIBRARY !l!
acing SO o T TUESDAY, 3 - 6 PM

59 s TR THURSDAY, 3 - 6 PM
it seiaa st SATURDAY, 9 AM - 12 AM

T
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SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH
: N

The Sunday moming secvices at Winston
Memorial Presbyterian Church are held o
9AM each Sunday, except no services on 5th
Sunday. Rev. Jerry Davis and Rev. LA,
Smith are altemate speakers for these sor-
vices.,

The Valley Head Baptist Church invites you
to attend Sunday School at 10AM; Worship
Service at 11AM; Sunday Evening Worship
at 6PM; Midweek Servico (Wednesday) at
6PM; Women on Mission mest at 1PM the
second Tuesday of each month at different
homes. Everyone is weicome 10 come,

Loa's Chapel Baptist Church welcomes
you to worship with us. 10AM Sunday Bible
Study, 11AM Moming Worship, 6PM Evaning
Worship, 6-8PM Awana (ages 4
10 18); 6:30PM Praise and Prayer time.
Located at 4212 County Road 751, Valley
Head, 635-1001,

Visflors are aways welcome at the Valley
Head United Methodist Church. Please join
us each Sunday moming for a traditional
worship sarvice at SAM.
Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Mentone Chapter, is currently holding ser-
vices in the Woodmen of the World Hall in
Valley Head. All are invited to attend!
Sabbath School and Song sarvice: 9:30-
10:45 AM, Worship Service 11:00-12:15,
Pastor- Wilbur Atwood: Lay Pastors - James
Hartley and Ryan Bunnel.
The Harmony Grove Baptist Church locat-
ed on County Road 239 invites you to attond
Sunday School at 10AM and worship at
11AM. Sunday evening serviceo is at 5PM.
evening service is at 5:30PM.
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on
N. Gault Avenue in Fort Payne hoids Mass
Services al 10AM each Sunday-English;
1PM-Spanish,6PM-English; Tuesday 6PM-
English; Wednesday 4:30PM-Spanish;
Thursday 6:30AM-English; Friday SAM-
Enghsh.

e .

Prince of Peace Church, 1510
Smith Gap Road ( Road 85), Fort
Payne. Regular Worship Services are at
10AM Sunday. Bible class or Lent/Advent
sarvices every at 6:30PM. Steve
Schrader, Pastor - 845-4314, Everyone wel-
come

Walnut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway

11 North of Fort Payne, weicomes everyone
at Surciay School at 10AM, Worship Service
al 11AM, Wednesday night youth meeting at
6PM, and Wednesday night prayer meeting
atl 6:30PM.

The Fort Payne Christian Cemter and
Pastors Ken and Elaine Holiman invito every-
one 1o foin in Worship on Sunday at 10 AM,
Wednesday evening at 6°PM, God Bless you.
Grace Presbyterian Church (PCA), 5760
Gault Ave., NE, Fort Payne, AL Rev. Bily
Dempsey, Pastor, Sunday School 9:45AM;
Sunday Worship - 10:55AM.

Menlo Church of Christ mvites you 1o
attend the 10- and-11AM services and
evening services are at 7-and-9PM, Visitors
are aways weicoma.

Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Cloudiand,
GA, welcomes everyone 10 come and take
pan in our church services. Sunday School
at 10AM; Worship Sesvice at 11AM. Sunday

evening at 6PM, and Wednesday evening at
7PM.

DeSoto Church of Christ invites you o
attend Sunday Bible Study at 10AM, Worship
_at 1AM, Wednesday Bdle study at 6PM.

Howard's Chapel (Church in the Rock) has
regular services 10AM each Sunday. You are
invited to attend these services or visit the
church at other times. Casual dress is always
acceptable.

St Joseph's on-the-Mountain Episcopal
Church ~ a place of prayer, thanksgiving,
and celebration.

Come by any time to pray and give thanks.
Opeon 24 hours every day. Sunday service is
at 10:30AM,

Mentone United Methodist Church, 415
Cutier Avenue, Mentone, Alabama invites
to come and worship with us. Each
unday, our worship service is at 11 .00
am. and Sunday School is at 1000 am.
Rev. Bl Parker of Glencoe, Alabama is the
pastor. He and o, Nancy, reside in the

of
his

Meating are all at 6:30PM. Rev. Terry Tumner
is the pastor at Moon Lake.

Alpine Community Church, 115 Hwy 337,
Menlo, GA. Pastor and Rev, Tommy Pledger
welcome each and everyone 10 worship ser-
vice, Sunday moming, 11AM, GA time;
School 10AM GA time; Wed. Night
Bible Study, 7PM GA time.
Cove Road Baptist Church, County Road
631, Mentone, Alabama. Brother Marfin
Stamnes, Interim Pastor, weicomaes all 1o
Sunday School - 9AM (10AM GA time);
Church Services 10AM (11AM GA time); and
night sacrvicas 5PM (6PM GA time)
Summit Church of God invites you 1o be in
service. Sunday moming 10:45 am,, Sunday
night 5:00 p.m,, Wed, study 6:30 pm
Pastor Lance Kincer § averyone.

Summit Church of God will be renting spaces

for Worlds Longest Yard Sale in Aug. $10.00
a day. For info, call 265-634-4418

Mentone Church of God of Prophecy
regular sarvice times are Sunday School at
10AM, with worship at 11AM. Evening ser-
vices begin at 5:30 on Sunday and 6 on
one 1o attend.

Mentone Community Church, %0

. Summerville Rd., Mentone, AL 35084

Sunday Services: 9 am and 1030 am
Adult Sunday Schopl: Sundays & 9:30 am
;;!.“m. Sunday School; Sundays @
Tuasday Night Prayer Service: 6:30 pm
Wednesday Nights @ 6:30 pm: Children's
Pioneer Clubs & Youth Group

Cloudiand Presbyterian Church weicomes
averyone o come join us for services, with
Pastor Roger Kvam. Bible Study Sunday at
900 am (e.s.L) and Worship at 10:00 am
{(est) -

Since 1889 worshippers have gathered at
the Historic First Church
PC(USA) at 300 Grand Avenue North in
Downtown Fort Payne, We invite you 10 join
us for worship this Sunday at 10:55 AM.
256-845-2915

7
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Pray For Our
Neighbors

We proudly
salute the brave

men and
women who
have served
and made the
ultimate
sacrifice for
their country.
With courage
and conviction,
these heroes |
have protected
Amecrica’s
freedom
through the
generations,
and we are
forever grateful
to them,

A Tribute to the Heroes of Memorial Day

- On Memorial
Day, we once
Again pay our

respects 1o -
America’s fallen
soldiers. We pray
for their families,
and we honor
their memories
with gratinude
and humility.

We remember
that freedom is
not free,

To all who have
served and coatinue
10 serve our

country,

THANK
YOU.




HAVE YOU BEEN
TO THE MENTONE
GENERAL STORE?

Combining an interest in downtown rejuve-
nation and a knack for merchandising, Paul
and Ginny Zulker of Mentone have opened
the Mentone General Store. The newly-reno-
vated store, located across from Mentone
City Hall on Highway 117, features a great
selection of new, name-brand clothing and
shoes, jewelry, household items, fishing/out-
door supplies, biker wear , local arts &
crafts, and...well, you just never know what
you'll find!

Just arrived! The-Mentone General Store is
an authorized dealer for Heatilator® peliet
stoves and supplies. Economical, environ-
mentally friendly and efficient, pellet stoves
are easier to use than wood stoves, but offer
the same or better heat efficiency. The pel
lets themselves are said to be the cleanest
burning biomass fuel avallable. And, they are
made in Crossville, AL. Stop in and take a
look at the model which will be used next
winter to heat the store,

The store is open seven days a week,
8:30 till 6, offers free WiFi service, and has
a coffee bar so you can take a break while
shopping to visit and relax.

Paul and Ginny, who also own Rock Bluff
Rentals, knew there were many weekday visi
tors to the Mentone area who were disap-
pointed to find nothing much open. (Most all
of the village shops are open on weekends
only.) They decided to offer fishing rods, flip-
flops, swimwear and other items vacationers
would enjoy, and they figured local folks
might appreciate having a good selection of
products available ciose by, too, so they
wouldn't have to make a trip off the moun-
tain to buy them,

So, rather than driving all over the place
looking for that special item or gift for you or
your family, why not check out the Mentone
General Store? It's a department store, a gift
shop, a boutique, and a gathering place all
rolled into one. -

The Mentone General Store’s grand open-
ing will be on May 10th, 2011, with the rib-
bon-cutting at 10:00 am. There will be spe-
cials all over the store that day; hot dogs and
light refreshments will be served while they

- -~ h . . ..4‘ v ) “.l’ ,'.:v'_ B - ‘."/’ ;
‘ : e 5 ,,.':' ‘ o SIt ONliNe :';.,-

last. For more information, call 256634 RS f\ﬁﬁ. (9‘
vww.menionegeneral.cony

8008. www.mentonegeneral.com A e ————
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A Short, Noisy Life —
The Periodical Cicada

By Charlotte Gentry

Unbeknownst to most everyone,
for the past 13 years the nymphs of
the periodical cicada have been liy-
ing underground waiting for their
time to emerge.
Precisely on sched-
ule, and literally
overnight, our
peaceful woodland
areas are trans-
formed into a
cacophony of
noisy insect activi-
ty.

The hundreds of
specimens we
observed this year
were located in a
small area in south
Fort Payne, hatch-
ing out in two
waves, The first
group was predom-
inately black, the
second group was
predominately
white, Both groups
had red eyes. lacy
wings and were
much smaller than the late summer
cicadas.

Unlike the cicadas that come and
go every year during late summer,
the 13-year cicadas of Alabama
(known as Brood XIX to entomolo-
gists) arc heard in early May
through the beginning of June

/‘\

During the last couple days of April
and first few days of May, the
nymphs make their way upward
from deep beneath the ground,
forming mud tubes around tree
roots. During the night they climb
to where they would cast off their
nymphal skins, unfold their wings,
then fly off, leaving trunks, limbs,

twigs and leaves (and any place else

they could climb) littered with the
tannish-brown shells of this red-
eyed species of cicada.

Sometimes referred to as 13-year
locusts (a mistaken belief exists that
these are the same insect spoken of
in scriptures, which are actually
grasshopper-like insects and not a

)
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CREATIONS
AT MENTONE

(Located in The Log Cabin Village)

1000 thread-count Sheets- $30 (any size)
Homemade SOAP/Wasp Traps/Solar Garden Decorations
Hot Air Balloons, SPINNERS/GIFTS & Much More!

OPEN: FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 10 am. to 5 p.m.
TRY THE VILLAGE BEFORE YOU DRIVE TO THE MALL!

O C

N

species of cicada at all), the last
time the periodical cicadas were
seen and heard was in 1998. That
was when Clinton was president
and the movie Titanic was playing
in theaters! And the next time they
will be heard will be 2024.

The first ten days or so of the
periodic cicada’s life is spent mak-
ing, or listening to, noisy love songs
(only the
male pro-
duces the
sounds).
Then the
mating actu-
ally begins.
Shortly after
mating, the
males begin
to die and
the females
lay their
dozen or so
egges. By
carly June,
they, 100, are
gone. In a
matter of
only a few
short weeks,
the periodic
cicadas have
finished their
journey, the
woods grow silent, and the 13-year
wait begins again.

For more information, and to
hear the sounds of different species
of cicadas, there is an excellent
website you can visit:
hitp://www.ag.auburm.edu/enpl /byt
letins /cicadas /cicadas.htm

Serving Northeast Alabama for Over S0 Years!

877-272-1451

BUILDERS SUPPLY CO, INC.

“Quality & Service You Can Build On™

Fort Payne Sylvania
(256) 845-1451 (256) 638-2244

www. bsupplv.net

Humise Factory Certifiad Techrwom Concrete Blocks
Pallets & Crates
Rool and Floor russes

Paint, Plumbing & Flectrical

Installed Insulation I
Window and Screen Repair
Lumber and Butlding Materials
Custom Closet Design and Installation
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GARDEN CLUB NEWS

Linda Brown, Secretary

Garden club members do not sit
around and have tea and crum-
pets!! Garden clubbers are hard
workers, This was very evident on
April 19, 2011 when seven mem-
bers of the Rhododendron Garden
Club met at the M.E.R.F.
Community House knowing that
they were going to work. As a visi-
tor, Mellanie Tuttle was introduced
to what it means to be a garden
club member. She stated that she
was happy to help and would
return.

One of the objectives of the club
is 10 maintain the Heritage Garden.
This is the gardens around the
Community House. Most of them
are in the same place and contain
the same plants as when they were
the gardens of Para lee Bell. Mrs,
Bell was the last person to live in
the house. After her death, it was
sold to the organization of Mentone
Educational Resources Foundation.
They deveioped it into a house for

You’ve Tried
The Rest...
Now Try The

BEST!

GIBSON
EXPERT
TREE

SERVICE L.ic.

256-634-4809

Licensed & Insured
30 Years Experience

Professional Climber
Call Mark Gibson
The Tree Guy

Emal: treeguymak @aol .com

~ community activities.

The garden club meets there
every month, Early on, it was decid-
ed that the club members would
maintain the gardens. This includes
replacing the plants as needed,
keeping the beds free of weeds,
thinning, pruning and otherwise
keeping them looking good. This is
what these members did. Each
year one meeting is set aside to
work in the gardens.

First, the members met inside
and the meeting was called to order
by President, Jill Whitten.

The pledge of allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America
was given. Marilyn Blanton
Campbell gave the meditation and
the meeting was dismissed 1o work
in the gardens. The business meet-
ing reconvened after work and busi-
ness was conducted as the mem-
bers ate their lunch.

President Whitten thanked the
members who helped with recent
avents. The directors of The Home
and Garden Show always ask the
members of Northeast Alabama
Federation of Garden Clubs to act
as hostesses for the food room.
Those helping from this club includ-

By Wi

Alternative Therapies
for Natural Health

Donna Sutton (LMT#95)
(256) 634-3032

AL Hwy 117 * Mentone, AL 35984

(by appointment only)

THE GROUNDHOG
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ed Elaine Gauldin, Madelon President Whitten made several
Houghland, Peggy Roark and announcements and adjourned the
Marilyn Blanton Campbell. Those meeting.

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 10,
2011, at 10:00 a.m. the club will be
meeting at a members home for a
boat ride on Littie River. This will be
the Iast meeting until August 9,

helping with the federation plant
sale were: Martha Wood, Beveriy
Ashley, Linda Brown, P Roark,
Marilyn Blanton Campbell, Dianne
Kuehl, Gethryn Giles and Jill

Whitten. They helped by supplying  2011.

plants for the sale and baking cook-

ies to sell and for dessert with The Rhododendron Garden Club Is a
lunch. member of Northeast Alabama

Federation of Garden Clubs; District Il;
The Garden Club of Alabama, Inc.;
and the Deep South Region.

District ll of The Garden Club of
Alabama, Inc. held their Spring
Meeting in Rainsville, Alabama on
April 13, 2011. Martha Wood,
Barbara Blalock, Linda Brown and
Jill Whitten attended the brunch
and meeting.

Martha Wood, Chairperson of
Committee on Horticuiture gave the
monthly report. She explained how
1o divide plants. You divide spring
blooming ones in the fail and fall
blooming ones in the spring. You
can make more plants by digging
your root-bound ones and pulling
the roots apart. Sometimes this
requires cutting through the roots to
separate the plants. This is a good Onlv thing worse woul
way to start another garden or 10 a2 Py
share with plant sales or fnends.

oWy

‘Resort

s easy 0 Kow if there 15 snow it Cloudmont. Every

A ditty by a mountain man

livin® In town.

moming. by 7:30 am, it is postad on our web ste (he 202 GREENHILL BLVD.
condions on the siopa hat day). So you can go o FORT PAYNE. AL 35967
www.cloudmont.oom in e moming and know.
SADDLE ROCK GOLF COURSE WIERE DREW
) The First Golf Course establishad Seven Dm A Week
in Dekald County ZA.M._-J.QE.!&

‘s cooler Swingin” on
Lookout Mourtan®

9 hoko esecutive course, 18 toes 1
845-1970
Carts and Clubs Avallabie
& River *WIC VOUCHERS
W’: mm- «FOOD STAMPS/EBT
x Call (256) 6344344 CARDS
cQUANTITY RIGHTS
RESERVED
«NONE SOLD TD
DEALERS

JHK‘!&’J b Lk

SHADY GROVE S e o serin
DUDE RANCH |- Cong. "

- Doh,Buu.vy
HORSEBACK RIDING STABLES * Floral Departmant
Guided Trail Rides $20/Hour
and accommodations

| » Extended Lines of Gowrmet, Speciaity
(256) 6344344

WE ACCEPT
EI e

i and Diet Food
Fun for the whole family
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Lookout Mountain Parkway Fax: 256-634-4702
Mentone, AL 35984 M e

Chelsea Carrier, AL/GA Realtor® Toll Free

e 860127 1-888-2561276
Email: website:
AngelaWood @centurytel.net LookoutMountainProperties.com
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WD Michen/ (edng f00en, and woodbur fihe  comfort ammenties. Rock FP.

g PP, Amanities incucte CHA, attached
carport, Band separete storage /Ahop. AR
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brow vibse $188 000 (20471)

overgohng
river. Much more! $508 000 (19355) 19919

. 2
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3 mountan retreat. $157, 500
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LOTS AND ACREAGE

33 ACRES of Virgin Wooded proper-
ty. Huge Poplar and Oak trees. level
with over 500 ft of paved Road
frontage. County water available, A
great tract of land in the mentone
area.This Kind of property doesn't
come around often. $245,000
(20300)

INDIAN TRAILS, 2 lots for sale. 1)
2.71 acres (lots 12, 13) sold togeth-
er for building purposes. Brow view

city water, power, & paved rd. 2)
1.32 acres brow frontage & creek at
boundary. Wooded, city water, paved

rd. power. Both priced at $40,000
ea, (19933) ¢
ONLY KNOWN COMMERCIAL

ZONED B-1 in downtown mentone.
120x130 lot located just past men-
tone springs hotel and the Log cabin
village shops. many uses from pro-
fessional o retall. Build your own

business in mentone, city water,
paved rd. One block from central
business area. Reduced $39,000
{20021)

CO. RD. 600. City water meter in
place on wooded level 3/4 acre lot.
Perk tested. Minutes from Desoto
State Park. Build your getaway cabin
in the woods! $25,000 (20422)

EAST FORK OF LITTLE RIVER. 5.4

acres partially cleared. 200t on
River, Secluded with private road
access. Scenic with rapids and
pools. $106,000. (19673)

THE DRIVEWAY HAS BEEN START-
ED to build your Mentone getaway!
5.7 wooded acres across from Lake
Lahusage. Paved road frontage, city
water available, perc tested. Lightly
restricted. $58,900 (19865)
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WATER CONCERNS
AT MENTONE

By Charlotte Gentry, Editor

Residents of North Mentone who
live above the level of the water
tank were without water for several
days due to the power outage
caused by the April 27th tornadoes.
The reason for this is that water
must be pumped up the hill to ser-
vice those areas and there was no
generator in place to provide emer-
gency power. Those who live below
the level of the tank did not see an
interruption in service because their
water comes to them via gravity
feed.

“I regret we didn't have a genera-
tor in place,” Brian Moon, who
works for Mentone Water Works,
stated at the Water Works Board
Meeting on Thursday, May O5th.
“Fort Payne let us borrow one after
they got power back on.” This didn't
happen until Saturday, so approxi-
mately 70 customers had no water
from Wednesday morning until then.

“Once the tomado happened, of
course, it was nigh on impossible to
get one then,” Moon said. “You
wouldn’t believe the number of
phone calls | made trying to get a
generator, Sometimes I'd get some-
one who'd say, 'Yep, we've got one
and we'll have one headed your
way,” but it never happened.”

Moon said he believed that there
would be a generator in place by
June, Finding one at a good price
may be more realistic by then since
so many folks had been looking to
buy them in the aftermath of the
tornadoes.

A big concern of residents in the
affected area was the Boll Order
issued by the Water Works.
According to Moon, any time there
is a lengthy interruption in water
flow, the EPA requires the utility to
issue a Boll Order. “The water was
not contaminated,” Moon stated,
"We tested the water and it was not
ever contaminated. We had to Issue
the Boil Order because the EPA
guidelines tell us to. Once you have
continuous pressure on the lines
again, you take samples and give

_them 24 hours to incubate. Then

Heri
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Drick,

¢ views! uf-i 900 (21036} (20729

ta

Realty.glnc.

Tina Burt-Edmondson
256-996-3779

three Dedroam, two DMK
home on one acre. New roof, fresh
pant, and new Nooring e Bst of
updates o008 o0 and on! Fenced
beckyard, detached storage bulksng
and SO mwch mare!

www.oleheritage.com

and sheetrock wals! Soit Ded
rHoms. Ceramic tie and jotted b n
master DAt eatin Michen, and @
firsshad SOwnsiais or @ pOd table
or playroom!  $160,900 (20438,

$113.900

you can end the boil order.” It was
lifted on Wednesday, May 4th,

The boil order made some folks
afrald to drink the water. Even on
the day of the meeting there were
still air bubbles in the water, but
Moon said that was to be expected
because of air getting into the lines
when there has been no water pres-
sure for awhile. Though harmiess,
the air bubbles make the water look
milky and not necessarily delectable
to drink.

The Water Board aiso discussed
the contract with Fort Payne Water
that is coming up for renewal on
July 1. The matter was tabled until
the next board meeting, resched-
uled for May 19th at 4:00 pm, so
that all members could vote. The
board is looking at the possibility of
switching to getting Mentone’s
water from the spring at Valley
Head.

Those members of the boatd who
were at the meeting were Wesiey
Griffith (chairman), Wesley Chesnut,
Tom Crowe, Karen Smith and Brian
Moon. Concerned citizen and North
Mentone resident Paul Zulker was
also present.

A few dollars a month.

Priceless
peace of mind.

Vidde Yaughn

$01 Greenhill Bivd. N.W., Ste. 510
Fort Pagne, AL, 35967

(256) 845-5020

RECIPE CORNER

This recipe is from Favorite Recipes
of Nippersink Lodge, Sixth Edition. It
15 pnnted here exactly a8 it appeared in
the onginal cookbook. Thanks to
Gerald Baley for letting us bommow his
copy of the cookbook. It is a great
piece of memorabilia

|

1 V2 cups sugwr

I cup Wesson oil

% cup buttermilk

3 egas

2 cups flour

I cup chopped nuts

I (heaping) cup mashed prunes

I tsp cach of: cinnamon, nutmeg,
sock, vanilla i

Mix in usual method for cakes. Bake
one hour at 300° in oblong greased,
floured pan

SAUCE
I cup sugar

1 stick oleo

¥ cup buttermilk
% sp sodh

Bring to a boil and pour over cake
while hot, Serve wanm with seasoned
whipped cream.

Life insurance isn't about
you not being around anymore.
It's about making sure your
loved ones will be taken care of,
no matter what happens. So
choosing what coverage is right
for you is an important
conversation — one that wed
like to have with you. We'll help
you decide on a policy that's
both valuable and affordable.

AUTO » HOME « LFE
www.alfains.com
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MOON LAKE SCHOOL SPARED
- FOR ANOTHER YEAR

I - P =T,

Centennial Celebration will be
held in September

The DeKalb County Board of
Education, In their work session
held Tuesday, April 36th, decided
not to bring up the question of clos-
ing Moon Lake School at their regu-
lar board meeting. The meeting was
scheduled to be held on Thursday,
April 28th, but was cancellied due to
the tornado that came through on
Wednesday night. However, it was
reported that the majority of board
members at the work session were
not In favor of bringing up the sub-
ject of closing Moon Lake. This
means the school will remain open
at least through the 2011-2012
school year. For this we are truly
thankful.

A large group of concerned Moon
Lake supportérs were prepared 1o
be present at the board meeting.
PTO President Pam Thomas and
Moon Lake parent Samantha

‘\\’a\@ L‘rnwnta,‘ls 4
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MOONLAKE NEWS

The Moon Lake PTO meeting in April featured a schoolwide musical event, pro-
duced and directed by Ms Paula Easter. Every grade level was a part of the
songs, dances and jokes for the fun-filled musical variety show, “Lighten Up!®

Cute costumes and sappy jokes made everyone laugh and that was the whole
point of the program, especially as it was heid just a few days before the DeKalb
County School Board was to mee! and it was feared this would be the last produc-
tion in the little Moon Lake gymnasium.

Prior to the program, regutar PTO business was conducted and then the board
meeting was discussed. Plans were made for as many folks as could possibly be

- there to be at the meeting. Some were planning to carpool from the school.
Fortunately, this proved to be unnecessary and the school is to remain open.

A special thanks goes out to Ms. Paula for having such a heart for the children
and helping them to become comfortable speaking and performing in front of an
audience. The personal confidence and public speaking skills she is teaching
them wiil serve them well in Iife and is just one of the rmany things that make
Moon Lake School a wonderful plgce to educate our children.

in other news, the Kindergarten and First Grade classes had a beautiful day for
thelr Egg Hunts and class Easter Parties. Thanks to all the parents who helped
with refreshments, hid eggs, and then helped with clean up. It was a fun day for
all the kids: Thanks, 100, to Principal Wisner and the teachers for still allowing
kids to be kids, enjoy this tradition and for letting them have FUN!

Earth Day at Moon Lake School was to be rescheduled for May 6th, but was
cancelled due to school having to be out almost a week after the April 27th torna-
does. ,

Sixth Grade Graduation is scheduled for May 26th at 1:00 p.m.

. . . ‘.-/r.w = Ny .-—:);’
Perrydore appeared on WFPA 1400
AM radio during the Danny Lee
Show on Monday morning to talk
about the school, the upcoming
meeting, and to encourage folks to
voice their support for the school.

Moon Lake will be celebrating
100 years of quality education for
mountain children this coming
September, There is no definite
date as yet, but plans are in the
works for this to be a huge and fun
event for everyone, whether you are
a Moon Lake alumnus, parent or
just a supporter of the preservation
of small public schools,

We are grateful for the support of
the community, the school board,
and others who live outside the
Mentone area who've been so posi-
tive in their feedback about our little
community school. The board still
faces tough budget decisions, 0
the best hope for Moon Lake is that
enrolment grows, especially in
Kindergarten students.

Scenes from the “Lighten Up"” PTO Variety Show

Centennial Celebration T-Shirts
are $10 each, (plus $2 for XL-
XXXL) Colors: white, natural,

light pink, light blue. Available at

the School and Rhododendron
Festival. Checks payable to
Moon Lake PTO.




May ’nll

Pace 12 THE (.mv NDHOG
LIBS FROM THE LIBRARY one can be there, It is my understanding that the | This is a poem that was copyrighted and
Linda Brown By the time this issue of The Board of Education will meet in a | Published in 2000. We thought the readers

What a wonderful summer we
are going to have!! Such fun!! The
first four Thursdays in June (2, 9,
16 & 24) from 3:30 10 5:00 p.m.
will be a time set aside for the
summer program for the Moon
Lake Community Library. This
program will be for students who
are the age of Moon Lake
Elementary School students.
More details will be available clos-
er 1o time for this great event. This
fun time will include a magician,
some fun facts about Native
Americans, and many other great
activities. Possibly there will be a
funshop of poetry for older partici-
pates. This might be on
Tuesdays, but the idea is still new
and plans are not complete.
“Defunitely”, save your Thursdays
in June. We know you will have a
“funtastic” time!!

The list of FRIENDS of the
Library continues to grow. We
hope to have a cook-out for all of
you this summer. We appreciate
all that you have done for the
library since it's beginning. You
may be called on to do more in
the near future. The list of volun-
teers who work in the library when
it is open is included in the
FRIENDS list. We could not oper-
ate without these persons. One of
these volunteers must be present
to open the library to the public.
Beverly insists that she will be fine
by herself but we do not intend for
that to happen. If a volunteer is
not present at the appointed time,
the doors are to be locked until

Groundhog is in the stands, we
may know whether Moon Lake
Elementary School is scheduled
to be closed as an operating
school. Hopefully this will not hap-
pen and drastic measures will not
be necessary. Moon Lake has
stayed open during some major
crises. About fifty years ago, the
Board of Education had plans to
close the school. Some of the par-
ents of MLES students heard
about this and the PTO (then
PTA) called a meeting. The room
was packed and spilled over into
the hall. | don't know what was
said at the meeting, but the
school stayed open at least fifty
more years. (I can date this
because | was pregnant with my
second child and he will be fifty-
four this year.)

| am having a very hard time
writing this article, | have erased it
and started over several times. If
ther school is closed and we are
forced to try to maintain the library
on other funds, we may have to
close also. The members of the
DeKalb County Board of
Education have been made aware
of the fact that the library was
built using a large donation from
an individual and then by the
community adding to this. This
method of a library for school stu-
dents and the members of a com-
munity is very rare. We have
found only one other in Alabama.
This takes a lot of work and dedi-
cation from a community and from
the school system. Insert your
own observation here.

817 Gault Ave. N.

“Continuous service by the same family since 1933"

BROWN’S
CLEANING & LAUNDRY

“An old company with new ideas”™
*Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens * Drapery Cleaning with Machine

Decorator Fold * Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning * Fire Restoration & Odor
Removal * Wedding Gown Preservation « Alterations * Pillow Cleaning

Full Laundry Service

(256) 845-3241

work session which is closed to
the public, on Tuesday, April 26,
2011. The final plans will be made
in the regular meeting on
Thursday, April 28, 2011. If you
read or hear that MLES has been
scheduled to close before another
school year, start to think of a way
for the library to remain open. |
think that everyone is willing to
work hard to accomplish this but it
will take a lot of financial backing.
If you know of a trust or grant (or
an individual) that would entertain
the idea of funding the library, tell
one of the members of the board
of directors for the Moon Lake
Community Library. We will have
to work together to make this pos-
sible. Mentone people can do it!!

Continue to donate your books
for the library or the book sale. If
we should have to close we hope
that the board of education would
at least help us keep the facility
open for the summer. We will do
something constructive with all
contents of the library if we have
1o go that route.

The members of the Board of
Directors of the Moon Lake ~
Community Library meet on the
third Thursday of each month at
3:00 p.m. in the library. To be
placed on the agenda for a meet-
ing, call Jan Wilkinson. Write to us
at: Moon Lake Community Library,
Post Office Box 481, Mentone
Alabama 35984.

of the Groundhog might enjoy it ax well,
THE ALABAMA VOLUNTEERS

They came from poor farms,
towns and plantations,
Their backgrounds as different
as their varied occupations.
They had one thing in common though,
their state has seceded,

So they marched off 1o war
because they were all needed
They left loved ones behind,
some who would learn
That their brave men in gray
were not going to retum,

They fought hard in Virginia,
or wherever they were sent,
Never ones to shirk duty,
when ordered they went
Up the slope of Little Round Top
that hot July day,
While their kinsman held Vicksburg
half a continent away.
They were the ones often
called on to fight,
And more thmes than not
put the enemy to flight.

They did not win every battle,
but they gave it their all,
And stood in the face of danger
with backs against the wall
Some became famous and
well-known for their deeds,
While others - just as gallant -
are unknown in history.
They were different,
but united, in their cause
for those four years;
Long live the memory of the
Alabama Volunteers!

~Ceg Stames

BIG JIM'S BAMA @

Specializing in BBQ and Good
Southern Home Cooking

at the Hammondville Crossroads ¢ :'.'"‘1.-
Hwy 11 and Hwy 117

635-6160
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Diary of a
Chicken Lady

By Kristen Emory

can hear
’ Ithc
laughter
still today, not
just “Ha Ha."
8 { am talking
knee-slapping
laughter from
all my customers when | told them,
“I'm getting some chickens.”
Nobody could believe 1 was serious,
not even my kids. “Mom is just
doing another one of her crazy
things,” Byrum and Saddler said.
You know, the concerns were war-
ranted because | had no idea about
how to take care of chickens.

So, what do youwdo? You buy a
book. Mistake number one. The
book tells it all. They tell you
where eggs come from. Did you
know that eggs come out of the vent
which is also where chicken's poop
comes out? I did not, but now I do,
Did you know that you don’t have
to have a rooster o have eggs?
Eggs can cven get stuck, which
calls for exteme measures that
involve a finger and vasoline. Can't
you just take a chicken to the vet?

I have dragged my father, Jim,
into this feathery adventure because
I need help . He is retired (again)
and what ¢lse does he have to do?
Somechow I was able to get Tom on
board and he has built the most
wonderful mobile chicken coop.
Now all we need is chickens and

'~ they need to lay a bunch of eggs to
- pay for their dwelling.

The more | read, the more over-
whelmed | became. Here Tom has
built this wonderful coop that
moves. | mean you hook it to a
lawnmower and pull it to a nice
clean arca for the chickens we don't
even have yet.

I have to get off my roost—can’t
stop now. Tom has spent too much

time and money. My time has
come. We must get chickens. (I
mean hens; learned that in my
book.)

Well, my dad and I have no idea
how to buy chickeps. The book
says 10 check their feathers, combs,
wattles, and their VENT.
Remember that is where the poo
and eggs come out. Neither one of
us has ever even touched a live
chicken!

With the help of Houston, our
employee at the Mentone Market,
Jim, Joan, and | take off to
Collinsville Trade Day. I have
never been to Trade Day and what
an experience it is! Here we are
with an ark full of animals, chick-
ens, dogs, goats, guineas, pigeons,
ducks, horses, and doves.

As we look at chickens, Houston
would lean over and say, “That's a
good-un Kristen,” “Those look
good.” Then he found just what 1
wanted— Rhode Island Red pullets
(young hens, learned that from my
bdok). 1 engage the man in conver-
sation and he looks at'me like | am
crazy. | might be crazy, but I'm not
crazy enough to not notice when
someone thinks | am crazy. That
man would not even smile at me.
Therefore, | did not buy his chick-

_ens. Instead | bought a Buff

Orpington and an Araucana, I think!
These folks were nice, they smiled!

I will wrap this story up quickly.
We made it home with our chick-
ens. We got them in their fancy
coop, fixed their nests, fed and
watered, and watched them scratch
about. They are beautiful. The first
day they both laid beautiful brown
and green eggs. Dad and [ go into
the coop later that day to bond with
our new hens. All of a sudden they
started flying around and squawking
and I realized, I am absolutely, posi-
tively scared of chickens!

Chicken Lady!?!

(Kristen Emory and her husband, Tom,
reside in Mentone and, in addition to rais-
ing chickens, ae owners of Mantone
Maket)

MOUNTAIN LORE
The Whippoorwill

By Charlotte Gentry, Editor

There are several differing bits of mountain lore pertaining to the
Whippoorwill. Few have ever seen this nocturnal bird, which is actually a mem-
ber of the night hawk family, but most folks recognize its call.

Perhaps the most commonly-held beliel among mountain people was if you
heard the haunting sound of a whippoorwill right outside your window at night,
there would be a death.

Another, less gloomy, piece of mountain wisdom held the song of the whip-
poorwill to be a sign it was time to go barefoot. Some folk referred to the cold
snap between “Dogwood Winter” and “Blackberry Winter” as “Whippoorwill
Winter.” One could pretty much depend on consistently warmer days when they
began to hear the whippoorwill.

Unmarried young women would listen for the whippoorwill’s calls and count
them. One call meant she wouldn't get married for a year. Two calls meant a
wedding in the near future. Three calls meant she was doomed to rentain a spin-
ster. A variation of this bit of folklore also exists where a young woman, upon
hearing the whippoorwill, could make a
wish to be married. :

So, listen for the whippoorwill.
(Editor’s Note: if you have mountain
tall tales, home remedies or other folklore
you'd like to share with Groundhog read-

ers, please feel free 1o, send them to

editorgroundhog @ yahoo com) o B 5

o No Job Too Big or Too Small -
3
=

Insurance
Jobs

Email: DavidMitchell033@gmail.com -
P.O. Box 680777 Office 256-845-6431
Fort Payne, AL 35968 Mobile 256-997-6431

Known for Quality - General Contractor - Insurance Jobs

The Citizens Bank
of Valley Head

Large Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You

Valley Head Ider Mentone
635-6292 657-5122 634-4744
Member FDIC
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“BUT WE
CHOSE MENTONE”

Doug and Betty Perkins

Doug and Betty Perkins were
high school sweethearts. They mar-
ried soon after graduation and
never looked back. After spending
a few years working at SUNY
Cortland (State University of New
York at Cortland), they looked to
see more of the world and headed
south. Florida was where they set-
tled and it was there they raised
their two sons, Eric and Matt.
During these years they also built a
solid electrical contracting busi-
ness, Perkins Electric.

Travel was always a big part of
their lives. Whether sightseeing or
hunting big game, Doug and Betty
have traversed the United States,
Canada, Africa and Europe, bring-
ing back with them memorabilia
which has 'made 1ts way to the
walls and shelves of their home.

When an offer was made by an
individual to purchase Perkins
Electric, another move was before
them. Doug had promised Betty a
new house and she was determined
to have it in Florida. All during
this time, though, many trips were
made and Doug always had an eye
out for that “special™ place. A
ranch in Nebraska, a B&B in
Homer, Alaska, and several other
options made the hst. Mentone,
Alabama was always in the fore-

front. Only two vears after moving
into their new log home in Florida,
it was for sale.

They had bought their first piece
of Mentone, consisting of twenty
acres tucked back off County Road
642. Doug’s plan was to build a
lake and have a small place where
they could escape the heat of
Florida summers. That Fall,
though, things changed. A new

house was on the drawing board
for the Perkins in Mentone. The
choice was made. Hunters Ridge
came next, along with other prop-
erties, and their fate was sealed.
Mentone, Alabama was their new
home. Both of their sons soon
moved up to Mentone as well.
Matt and his wife Teri Beth added
a granddaughter, Madeline, to the
Perkins list. (Another granddaugh-
ter is expected in late August of
this year.)

Never being idle, Doug keeps
himself busy behind a small sign

DIXIE SALVAGE

3630 N. Gault Avenue
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967

JOHN CROW

Business (256) 845-5475
FAX (256) 845-5475

omrhis shop “The Mentone Toy
Maker. " More as a novelty than a
sales sign, it hangs only for the
locals to see when they stop by and
visit him at his shop. Most kids
who come by with their parents
leave with a wooden creation that
Doug has put into their pocket to
play with or keep as a reminder of
bygone days.

The wooden creations are what
Doug refers to as
“Heritage Toys.”
These are the kind
of toys that many of
us played with in
simpler times:
wooden cars, trucks,
doll houses, and
wooden games. In
these days of plastic
throwaway toys and
electronic gizmos,
children are fasci-
nated with these
handcrafted toys.

Then there are the wood cre-
ations that are made for show only.
Learning from the masters like
Ivan Collins and Dale Ford, Doug
meticulously crafts working minia-
tures out of wood. (Many might
remember the wooden fire truck
that was donated last year to the
Mentone Fire Department for raffle
during ColorFest.) These “toys™
are never for sale, but are given to
special folks that stop by the shop
at the right ime. The newest pro-
ject is a series of horse-drawn wag-
ons and coaches in 12:1 scale from
the 1800s. As with most of his spe-
cial pieces, these will be displayed
in Doug's shop on shelves built
especially for them.

These days, though, the doors of
the Toy Maker are seldom open.
Fate'has Doug traveling again, this
time working in Kabul,
Afghanistan as the Electrical
Supervisor at the US Embassy.
But, not to worry, he has managed
to take a few tools
with him and the
work on the wagons
still goes on. Betty
will make sure, too,
that his work is seen
and appreciated
back home by enter-
ing it at the DeKalb
County VFW Fair.
Just look for the
blue nbbons in the -
woodcraft section.
Most likely, that will
be Doug Perkins’
work.

Lyle Nicely
Alabama State
Licensed Contractor

\_Ph. 256-634-4124

" Ecological Designs, Inc.

Custom building
a more beautiful home for you

Low Maintenance
Superior Quality

« Construction
+ Design
« Site Prep
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"EARTH DAY CELEBRATION AT MENTONE PR G e Moon Lake
, .f} ‘_ ek AU A St Elementary School.

B Several runners partici-
pated, with the top five
g finishers receiving
medals of recognition
and hand-made coffee
mugs donated by
Mirucle Pottery.
Winners and their
times: 1st place,
Marshall Darby, 18 min
55 sec; 2nd place,

Hula Hoop for Health? This was just one of the several vendor booths at
the Earth Day celebration held at Mentone's Brow Park on Saturday, April
23rd. The event was organized by One World Adventure Company. In addi-
tion to vendors,
there were several
information booths
for conservation and
ecological organiza-
tions, including the
Sierra Club,

sllft:;:nl;:g:gﬁ \ @ """ = John Stanley, 20 min

|.. b Fores P . } 30 sec; 3rd place,
éu‘:n:n“i:iozmsm o - Jonathan Peace, 22 min
.\Iabnﬁa :md' :f: z: 4th place. Chris Bible, 25 min 26 sec; 5th place John Crider, 25 min
g‘:x?fgsl 2 Later that same evening, “Green Tie and Bluegrass Music™ continued the

celebration with foot-stompin, toe-tappin fun. A large crowd showed up at
historic Nippersink Lodge to listen to featured bands Will Dooley and the
Tatum Brothers and The Pioneer Chicken Stand.

The Earth Day event
was a fundraiser for One
World Adventure
Company, a non-profit
organization dedicated to
helping form strong fami- &
lies by providing quality;,
fun and educational out-
door opportunities for
children and their fami-
lies, Co-sponsor for the
event was Mentone Area
Arts Council (MAAC)
Other sponsors were
Ladd Engineering, The
Times-Joumal, Lee Energy, Builder’s Supply, EB%CO Industries, Bruce's
Foodland, Local Farmer's Market and Walmart.

2012 Earth Day Celebration is set for Saturday, April 21st, 2012, Thanks 1o
Angic and Billy Shugart for organizing both these events. For more informa-
tion on One World Adventure Company, visit their Facebook® page
www . facebook com/pages/One-World-Adventure-Company or call 256-
634-8370. Thanks, also, to the Boy Scouts, Mentone Troop 106, who helped
with the parking at Brow Park.

It was a beautiful
day, the weather
cooperated and there
was greal music,
food, games and fellowship
Ben Keener, with the
Wildflower Café, served up
his famous sirloin burgers,
which were even more deli-
cious when enjoyed on the
brow overlooking the valley!

Entertainment throughout
the day was provided at the
Brow Park Pavilion by musi-
cians Pierce Pettis, Russell
Gulley, Chad Shugart, The
New Binkley Brothers, Will
Dooley with Elisha & Jordan
Tatum and The Pioneer
Chicken Stand. An Earth Day
Drama Skit was performed by
Blackberry Little Theater.

ASKrunwas partofthe 3
Earth Day event, with $200 of %
the 5K proceeds being donat-

S OUTHERNIS TV <106 FURNITURE:
Getaways
CABIN RENTALS
1-888-920-844

Tina Burt Edmondson -« ]
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MOON LAKE FIRST GRADE EASTER EGG HUNT
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2107 Gault Ave. N., Fort Payne

DeSoto State Pan 3 Bedroom, 2 Full

Saths , 2 Mal! Batha, Living Room w/
Wood Bumng 1P, Formi Diwng and
Extin Wichen, $185 000 (20564)

MENTONE - Pole Cat Molow
Remodeled 2 bedroom nustic cobm
Iving and Jrung Combo has cathodral
oelfing, kichan with Cormmic tie coun
bertops,  waility, OMEA, fromt porch,
deck., wooded 1.78 acre ftract
$125.000 (20704)

ENJOY LFE
custom byt

UNINTERRUPTED ¥ s

o1 ow on 4
Wmsﬁksﬂ m‘!ty\-o
wood floors Offering & coly atwmos-
" chalr porch
complete the picture. Jurry before
SOMeone

COZY COUNTRY CHARM

n
downtown Mentone - 2/38R-1BA
with antique foot tudy, Wving/din

Ing combo, pine floors and walls.
. anG CHEA. (Ada'l
.:Houscn and Lot 11

0Ls avdig
- $101, {

~
MOUNTAIN ROCK AND HARDWOO0DS
surround this cody Log Cabn o0
Lookout Mourdawt. Wood Burning cast
pon stove in e great room, et
NIChen, and R Orovides & second
bearoom, Masted - and bath

N oW lovel, Aenties 10 rumorius

10

HIS WARM & COZY 2 bedvoom, 2
Dath cabin nedtiod B the woods of fars
sOCiuMon, peivacy & TSRy i an
HiAd settng Some features inchuoe
rPeous DN wood Ogors, wood

feopiace, voufted with
exp0asd beams & & covered oot and
Dck porch. $150.900 {19524)

: i AP S "
5 g 3t 3
LOFTY CONTEMPORARY! Siwvels of
spectacular views, 3/40R A
detached 2<ar gardge with a
SRR/18A mt overnesd, Courtyard
pond w/Tountan, dwitg. Dammacs,
SCASONN Isndscape g mine

$439 000 (20554

NORTH BROW - Unique log struc
ture that was moved from
Georgia. 1BR/1BA, open Iving
space and ots of room for ender
taning. 8.3 acrey 4 3279900
(182458)

BRICK HOME w/lots of pative
mourttain follage, 38R/ 2BA over-
looking the West Fork of Little
River. Large yard, scresned
porch, 2 storage sheds and a2
cae garoge. $199.000 (16371)

LIVE & PLAY on the water, 200"
of frontage on the East Fork of
Little River. 38R/28BA, ol applh
ancas, wood buming fireploace,

Storagl” BUBOIRE Band  more

mantion bare, $109.900 (20869)

s-1uite02 on 25'08% in Laurel
Croek, LARG [2BA, &

cious great ro0m wah cothedrs
cailings, hickory floors, 2car

CREEK...Custom horme
28R/28A, comfortabie
ning  area w/catheden

, | oeilings, rock firepiace, over

B00° of screensd porches, and
accass 10 3 lakes, $194,500
(189158

HEARTWOOD... 5 acres, 1500
soft, 28R/28A, voulted cexing
exposod Deams, wood buming
FP, wood flgors, sloeping porch,
ang jots of character,. Addl
acreage and cutbulidings can be

!

SITTING
WORLD.... UNNQUE “round”™ cabin

ON YOP OF THE
afferng an open Iving SOAce,
28R/ mosSt &8 Narreshings,
958 scres and SPECTACU
views of the valley and mourians
beyond. $295,000 (20120)

$347.900 (18278)

. : =

THIS IS ITIN Custom 38R/
258K, BONUS room, Ining
w/Tireplace, hchan/oining
combo, above-ground pool
w/deck, 1 wecre, overioconing
pond. $219,000 (20051)

e,  ang  fishing  dock.
ﬁlg.O(X)“ij

on 5 oo ot Call
detalls. $175.000 (20377

F‘TO"__.\» will e armared :‘.t'-t
lagnticant Viewsd %0 De ergoyed Som
Qastom Log Caben

sy mve

[

purchased. $185,000 ¢ 52)

BURLT, 2 BR/ZEA Log Caben

CusSTOM

MRated on Shaded. WO xres
Tag stone feepiaces, Aauncus R, 3
LOXTON Ueepng DOnch_adetached vior
?e. asowony small cabn, Wy pond

RAchen with 5 St sis Durher

o AR " | St A Tosn

."

- I e
MENTONE - Ovor 200° of breath.
taking tvow view of mountains

;| anc valley located within walking

distance 10 Histonc Mentone.
Partially finished cabn weth 2
rock fir and o 2<hr car-

)| port. $275.000 (18270)

Brush Creek running through

it. $225,000 {18869)

split rail fence. $79,900 (19860)

BROKEN DAM @ LAHUSAGE! Located atop Lookout
Mountain on Little River - River tracts offering fantastic year

BREATHTAKING SUNSETS and views await you on this 6.5
GREAT BUILDING LOT situated inside the city limits of acres w/300" of brow frontage. $345,900 (17268)
Mentone. Property has an existing storage bullding and

LAND and LAKE! 40 +/- acres with a 5 +/- acre lake with Canyon. Private, gated and restricted. (17327)

The entire rear of the property rests on Little River, adding
. to the features of the land. Come see all that Mentone has
round mountain water, swimming, canoe to Little River o offer as you pian to bylid your getaway! $64,900 each

(20577/20578)

43 +/- acres In Mentone! B00' on Brush Creek. Possible

Owner financing avadlable to

qualified buyer, Additional 42

START YOUR NEW HOME HERE IN MENTONE. ALABAMA! acres avallable, Purchase both parcels for a total of 85
The possibilities are endless as you expiore these 3 acres. acres for only $379,000. (18729)
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Nature Was A Word To Me:
A Tribute to My New Found Home

by Patricia Shavers

Nature was a word to me, like table, chair or bed.
I never was the woodsy type, preferred the town instead,
Until one summer on a lark | rented me a place.
It sat upon a mountaintop. | thought I'd hate the pace.

Yet, sometimes, one just needs a change to get a fresh perspective,
A change It was, More than I'd thought. Change and a retrospective.
No Internet, no news at all, no cable, no TV,

No fast food chains within 10 miles, alarming thoughts to me!
But | decided, just this once, I'd give the woods a try.

As just a temporary thing. | never have been shy
To take a bet, a chance, a dare. | like to think I'm tough,

And brave, and strong, and smart and sharp - the real thing, not just fluff,
I've always had a poet's heart, | thought, I'll think and write.
The hardest part will be the total sfience day and night.

Of course, | had a bag of books that needed 10 be read,

The kind of books that literary people read in bed.

The classics, Homer, Plato, and the literary sages,

Like Blake and Shelly, Faulkner, Poe, the giants of the ages.
Yet somehow all those lovely books, the ones | prize so dear,
The ones | paid a fortune for, bought seven more last year,
Have been collecting dust upon my fully loaded shelves,

As | make good excuses, the ones we tell ourselves,

So no more ifs, or ands, or buts. I'll read them all, | will!
Philosophy and fiction and science! What a thrill!

Night number one will be the test, If | can make it through
Then | have utmost confidence on staying for night two.
Unnerving first, and then just strange, especially that night,
Just me and my peculiar mind, and nothing eise in sight.

But | was wrong. | realized that | was not alone,

Queer sounds | had not heard at first, @ modulated tone.
Then as the minutes ticked away the tones began to swell
With rhythms sure as metronomes. What was t? Who could tell?
And as the evening wore along the repetitious sounds
Began to sooth me with their songs. My tight-wound mind unwound.
The morning came in gradually. It peeped in through the trees.
I'd left the window open and it came in with the breeze.

The night sounds gone, but in their place a different sound | heard.
Now that sound Is familiar. 1 know that sound. A bird!

One bird sounds just the same to me as any other bird,

Until that morning when | really listened to each word,

BUYING GOLD & SILVER

JEWELRY & COINS
We Pay More!

Same Location Since 1959

PRUETT JEWELERS

69 Main Street East « Rainsville, Alabama
256-638-3210

May 2011

Well, not real words. Of course, | mean the songs of different kinds,
Then oddly, it occurred to me, what's on their little minds?
It must be wrgent since they say it time and time again.
An-thro-pa-mor-phic-ally, | mused, | wonder if they're kin?
Or maybe they're just neighbors. But are they friend or foe?
Or maybe they are lovers! I'd really like to know.

For God's Sake! Stop these foolish thoughts, You came up here to write.
To write about important things, perhaps the nation's plight.
The Senate is in shambles. This country’s in a mess.

I should write to my congressman! Perhaps I'll call the press!

Or | could write about the earth. My God, It's getting hotter!

The icebergs melting! Polar bears are drowning! And the water
Is full of stuff that might cause plagues, or blight, or some disease
That we have never thought of! And then, | ask you, Please!

To think about the . . ; . food supply . . . the whales . . . the acid rain . ..
The wars . . . the conflicts everywhere! Oh world, | feel your pain!
But then | looked around me, while standing on the deck,
it seemed 1o me that no one else had noticed what a wreck
The world was in. The birds, the bees, the flowers and the trees
Were going on their merry way, like all was fine, Oh Please!

The squirrels were all just scampering. A bee buzzed on a bloom.
Those poor dumb beasts don’t comprehend the fast approaching doom.
Yet as | watched them, | could swear, they seemed just fine, intact.
They seemed a lot more fine than me. Could | be wrong? In fact,

_ | wonder just what things they know? Dear Lordy, could it be,
The other way around? What makes them happler than me
Is what they don’t know! Hummm. I'll think about that soon.
But first my coffee, Then a nap, Enough to do ‘til noon.

(Patricia Shavers is a free lance writer who now resides in Mentone. )

Mentone MASSAGE
)Oeﬂﬁiny .L/u{pel’ THERAPY

Kerry Breithaupt LMT
National Instructor AL#456

HOT STONE MASSAGE
DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
SWEDISH MASSAGE
GIFT CERTIFICATES
CABIN/HOUSE CALLS

Offices in
Mentone & Ft. Payvne
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seaed vorson of racrony Appaactan (rarcres of I 206~2 ,—)4_(:’809
dmys gone Oy Staned glasa windows fllanng soft for 5 - d
€3] Suvays % SOfl Grgan M ACe't AN aTDNenNCe . /- —-.‘
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Silent Spring Botanicals Opens in ' | | ly grown and handmade items.
Mentone Jellies, honey, and sorghum, are from
b local farmers. Teas are blended from

wild plants or purchased from local

farmers as much as possible. Our

. Green Salve is like your grandma

made, with homegrown wild-crafted

comfrey and plantain. We deal in
@ organic, naturally grown, and pesti-
} cide free products, as we care about

By Barbara and Clay Patrie, Proprietors

Have you ever thought about opening a business?
Have you ever thought about why you would open a R
business. other than being your own boss and working a,‘!
0o many hours? P

We have been selling soaps and herbs through the : . , ‘
farmer’s market for about three years. When my broth- . - R e T 1 ),
er started making jewelry, he needed places to scll it 2 G .

My thought: It’s time to open a store. Thanks to 3 . ' “f Fe s
Christine and Michael of the Moonlight Bistro, we were s P s , o L& ; o, ‘ %\t}
able to open o il A 'Y ? ‘

Silent Spring s ) ' :

Botanicals.

Let me
sharc my
favorite sale
of the first
week with
you. A man
and woman
walked in
with their lit-

L =

tle girl; ;
maybe six or TSl
seven years 2 -4'/
old. The lit- :

tle girl is SV ' " 8 your health. No GMO! We encour-
lookin = & W) ~

'g z & R . R . 4 - age you to support your local farm-
around and - T, ; _ i ers, shop locally and remember to
puts on a child’s apron. She is so excited, because it fits. and her recycle as we care about the earth.
parents are giving her many praises. They purchased the apron We will be open year-round (only
and I told them that a friend of mine made that for my little girl. weekends in January and February).

We all talked about how special the apron is. | get a warm feel- You will find us weekdays from

ing, a big smile, and feel wonderful about this little girl wearing 'r c . } 11:00AM to 5-00PM. weekends

my daughter’s apron. ’ N4 ' e : 0:00AM 1o 6:00PM. Starting in May,
Putting smiles on pn_:pplc s faces, and feeling good about what you are we will be closed only on Tuesday. These #ours may change once we get

doing is really what it’s all about. the hang of this store biz. They will be posted at the store, which is locat-

Silent Spring Botanicals is a unique gift shop where you will find local- 7 & the Village of Mentone.

Think You Can't Afford?A”( 5 -

’ .- .o-. -
Valley Head Drugs| (((; Housckeeper? Think Againt -
114 Commerce Avenue "'. sé“f,‘g”pf,"'&'}?,‘{’;‘j jonal Room ="' 4 @‘
Valley Head, AL 35989 3 e ‘3 *

256-635-6812 e Cleaning

Aacan Tod?fvsgor A Free Eatinuale g ® ﬂ)\
Cynthia and Wayne Wooten, Owners

-~

« Tl ) 465-1395

“We appreciate your business" terriscleaningservice.com
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Medical Clinic Open in Valley Head

The Valley Head
Clinic is pleased to
amnounce it is now
open and ready to
" serve the residents
of our area who
wan! 10 receive
medical care close
10 home. They are
located in down-
town Valley Head
next 1o the drug
store and across
from Citizens
Bank

As a family
practice, the clinic
sees all ages -
newboms to elderly paticnts —with a wide rnge of services such as childhood and adult
immumzations, EPSDT screenings, DOT physicals, sports physicals, and women’s
health. An EKG machine is available. if needed

The Valley Head Clinic is a brunch of the Pisgah*Medical Clinic and is under the
direction of Dr. ME. Ata.  The nurse practitioner, Cathy McCurdy O'Linger. CRNP, is
in the office Mondwy-Fridhy from 8:30 1o 12:30, and Dr. Ata is there 1o see patients on
Wedneschiys stasting at 8:30.

Dr. Ata grchated from Dow Univessity in Pakistan and Wright State University in
Dayton, Ohio. Cathy, who holds a Master's degree, attendod the Univensity of Alabama
and Vanderbilt University in Nashville , TN.

Medical Office Assistant Angie McKenzie is an anea native and long-time resident of
Valley Head. She holds an Associates degree in Medical Assisting with a focus
Management. She received her phicbotomy traning from NACC,

Valley Head Clinic accepts Medicare, Medicaid, and most major insurmnces.  Clinic
hours are M-F from 8:30 to 12:30. If they need to speak with someone after those
hours, they may contact the Pisgah office at 256-451-1250.

Max 2011

Scenes from the Mentone Community Egg Hunt and Free Food Cookout
during the power outage after the April 27 tornado.

w ¥

. Happy Birthday Ray!

= Well-wishers from near and far came

g to the Mentone Springs Hotel on April
16th 1o wish Ray Padgett a happy
70th Birthday. Music was provided by
Terry Hutcheson and Carl Orand. The
selting was perfect, the food deli-
cious, the mood festive and the
laughs plentecus! And the sweetest
part of the evening was when Sandra
Padgett sang “The Tennessee Waltz"
to Ray.
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History in pen and ink—
the art of Cloud Farrow

By Charlotte Gentry, Editor

You know
that really cool
-ﬁ- picture of St
g Joseph's
Con ] Episcopal
M Church you've
7~ seen? Or
. maybe what
cdught your eye

was the beauti-
fully-colored drawing of The
Wildflower Café? Or, was it the
gnarled and starkly-beautiful pine
tree growing on the rock captured
in pen-and- ink and framed in
rough, barn wood?

Chances are you've admired the
work of self-taught artist Cloud
Farrow. You may even have been
fortunate enough to have pur-
chased one of his prints or original
works, But, whether you are a
long-time fan or a new convert,
you'll be pleased to know Cloud is
the featured artist during the
month of May at Studio 117 in
Mentone.

Born in Birmingham and now
residing in Sand Rock, Alabama,
Cloud Farrow is one of those peo-
ple who have been blessed to be
able to turn a lifelong knack for
drawing into a livelihood and a
vocation. He selis prints and origi-
nal drawings and he teaches draw-
ing to youngsters in the Cherokee
County area. These days It .
appears he derives the most plea-
sure out of seeing the budding

Mark Mitchell. Agest We all feel the same commitment

10 care for our families. Helping
you mMeat youl® msurancs neaads

artist emerge in his young pro-
17174 AL Hwy 75 North

tégeés. .
H - AL 35978
Having been a master furniture Bus: ek 6575752

builder and worker with wood, then markmitchell h2g1&@statefarm com

leaving that profession behind
after the loss of a couple fingers
“and a battle with cancer, Cloud
Farrow re-invented himself as an
artist and recorder of history by
using his natural talent to preserve
landmarks that could otherwise be
lost forever. His drawings include
Cobia's Mill, the Cornwall Furnace
and a series of prints featuring rail-
road depots. Many of his subjects
no longer exist except in the beau-
tiful pen-and-ink or watercolor pen-

cil drawings he's done of them.

Framed original art, prints and
boxed note card sets are available
for viewing and for sale this month
at Studio 117, the upstairs gallery
at Mentone Realty's log cabin -
office on Hwy 117 in Mentone, in
front of the Wildflower Café. The
exhibit, sponsored by the Mentone
Area Arts Council (MAAC) is open
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 4
p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
other times by appointment.

Shase tanm

L L

S part of My commitment 1o
you. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”

CALL ME TODAY.

StateFarm

St By (Rwwrmgam §
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The Mentone Springs Hotel reopens

By Charlotte Gentry, Editor

The historic Mentone Springs
Hotel was alive with laughter,
good music and goad food s
friends old and new celebrated the
N hotel's re-opening on Apnl

S 21st, Visitors were able to meet
Innkeeper Mary Rodgers
Bridgforth,
and taste a
sampling
of the fare
which wall
be offered
in the
Mentone
Spnngs Restaurant by the new managers Tony and Cathy

Wiison. Tony Goggans Kept the evening lively with his great
vaniety of music and mountain wit & wisdom.

Much has been written in books, newspapers, magazines and
travel publications through the years aboul this grand landmark, built in 1884, Long-
time readers of The Groundhog have seen numerous articles dedicated to the happen-
ings &t the Hotel. If one does a Google® search for the Mentone Sprngs Hotel there is
a treasure-trove of information, photos and links to satisfy curiosity. There is even a
Facebook® page to “LIKE™ the hotel (www.faxxbook.com/MentoneS pringsHosel).

In recent months a8 the new owner, Jim Rotch, and master
carpenitéfiandyman/jack-of-all trades, Billy Thomas. continued renovations 10 over-
come the effects of the dear old place having sat vacant for over a year, they were also
gracions enough to allow tours and private events to be held there. In Apnl, for
instance, the DeKalb County Association
of Realtars ® met there for lunch and
continuing education class. And, if you
missed Ray Padgett’s 70th birthday bash
on Apnl 16th, then you missed a real
treat!

Mary Rogers Badgforth was named as
Inn Keeper in March, and since that time
she has succeeded in creating a welcoming
atmosphere that would make the onginal
owner, Dr. Frank Caldwell, proud Mary
Rogers has impressive education and expen-

ence in the bospitadity services indus-
try, but what really makes ber truly
cpnhﬁcd for the position is her gns
ciousness and Southem charm gleaned L
from her upbringing @ the family's '
ancestral horme, Quiet Shades
Plantation, in Viughn, Mississippi.
“Growing up on my family’s
home-place gave me a chance to see
hospitality and food in & different way
than most. Entertiining and cooking
were a pleasure and seen as a gift to others. Making oth-
ers feel special through hospitality of
food and conversation has always
brought me joy,” Brideforth states on
. the Mentone Springs website,
v Rounding out the hotel’s team,
Tony and Cathy Wilson have taken
P over management of the hotel and
restaursnt and hope to create a place
where tounists and local folks alike
can feel welcome to dine, sit a spell
and enjoy pleasant conversation in
this unique setting. Tony and Cathy
bring many years of experience in the restaurant business,
including ownership of Windwood Farms in Mentone.
“We decided 1o change the name to Mentone Springs Restaurant [instead of
Caldwell'’s] when we reopened,” Tony states.
“We will be open on Fridhys for lunch 10:00
am-2:30 pm; dnner from 5:00-9:00 pm.
Saturchy we'll offer a breakfast buffet from
8:00-10:30 am; lunch from 10-2:30; dinner
from 5:00-9:00 pm. Sunduys we will serve a
brunch buffet from 10:00mm till 2:00pm.°
Lunch will be casual dining; dmner will be a
finer dining and menu expenence.”
As for the lodging aspect of the hotel, Tony,
4 Cathy and Mary Rogers are working to accom-
moxte the needs of those wanting 1o visit the
area and stay at Mentone's most faumous focation, “We'll be focusing mainly on week-
ends,” Tony states, “but we will be open most duys. It would be best to call first and
make reservations. People can also check us out on Facebook® or on the hotel web-
site.”
(For more information abost Mentone Springs Hotel, visit www.mentonesprings.com or call 256-
614.4040)

FIRST FEDERAL
—Bank

The finest traditions of community banking

Rainsville ider
638-6342 657-6255

Fort Payne
845-1077

We're more than bankers, we' "re your neighbors and fr:ends

AR W ) P L) L% oL

Small Business Accounting
QuickBooks Pro Advisor
Tax Preparation

Douglas E. Hoyt
Certified Public Accountant
Mentone, AL 35984 - 256-634-1131

TRUFSU®@aol.com

(Appointment Basis)
WWMA
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F = == =Lise This form 0 subscribe 1o The Groundnog. | Attention Groundhog Readers:

=Name: Single copies of the Groundhog are available at the locations
listed below free of charge.

To have the Groundhog mailed to your home, compiete the
coupon at left and mail along with your payment to The
Groundhog. Please remember to advise us of any changes in

your address.

Bruce's Foodland (Fort Payne) Windwood Farms Restaurant
DeKalb Co. Library (Fort Payne) Little River Hardware
Welcome Center (Sulphur Springs) The Clip Joint

Valley Head Drug Store Snappy Tee's

=Address:

=City State Zip

J Date:

: Have The Groundhog delivered to your mailbox! Give The Groundhog for a
birthday present or as a special gift for someone you love. If gift, please give

I the name and complete address of recipient. Renew your own subscription.

J Just $15/vear. Send your check payable t0: Mentone Market Mentone Community Library
I Wm (Fort Payne) uenmcaodty
The Groundhog 2

i PO BOX 387, MENTONE, AL 35984
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