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Recognition Comes: Super Inn, Suter Town

The roats ol Mentane contnue ta reach daeply
intg tna sonl of history.

Windward Inn, Howard's Chapel and 1he Ban-
wene Springs Hobel wesg alieady listed n the
alabama Regisiry of Landmarks and Harilage. Ad
gne lime “The Mantgna Regort Area” wak ll3ted an
thiz sama Registey. Ear:er 1his year 1he Mentane
Springs Hotel was placed an the Haliona. Ragiziar
ot Hintgnic Flacas.

Now we celabrate the lateat lishng — ihe Men-
tone Inn, now  officially ingarporated  into  the
Alabama Registry of Landmarks and Heritagea, Thus
4 kg Nhat a visitpr artiving arop Lopkou! Mountain al
Otg Helel Square can ook 1o the [elt and righl and
srg & significanl anamark cn boih s.das of Highway
117

Amrelia Bropks. who now owns and operates Ing
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inn, provides The Qroundhef ting fallowing
historic background o s WS ngetyre:

araund 1873, H. B, Giltente €3 rn starien
house on Iha site of 1he pra3ehatane inn A
a1ora was on the wealarn edge Mormpeny, pro.
pahbly buill by Ed Masoen, wha ran bt naey ific g
there, Mr. and Mra. James HUren gmily mavad
to thg royntain in Febroany, 1393’”0 the Sipre
and rwining ha post affice unktll Jga0 whan
they reiurnad [a Indianapelis, 1ndia

The Hureng maved back 1o Menk, 4953 pyy.
ing hack 1he slora and boarding Nolawn as the
Gillette propacty) Mom B K. Smith. ¢ nperarad
a5 @ summer lnn whees peopks Iigny oyqte:
came Wi escape the summar heat of i1z, erten
gtay.ng Feverdl waaks or monihs.

{Continued On Page 101
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Photographic Essay of Centennial Events, Pages 6-9
Chapter Two of the New Mentone History, Page 3
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Presidential Election
Changes MAPA Meeting

Because of the Presidantial election, the Monthiy
Meeting of the Mentone Area Preservation Associa.
tion has bean moved from o Wednesday
miung. Movember seventh, at 7:00 p.m. al tho Fire

Director Homer Crow, who will preside, states
that the meating wHi deal with an svatuation of the 9
days of the Cantennial Celabration and outline plans
for the Musical Mountiin Cheistmas, There will also
ba discussion of the annual MAPA Christmas pary.

Water Tank Underway

umhﬁlunhmnmﬂdiphulnn-m
will ba a lence around both tanks; the old cne is being
scraped and palnted.

—

Groundhog Now Mailed
Only to MAPA Members

Effective immediately, we are unable to
mail The Gro io parsans who ane not
membars of the Manione Area Presarcalion
Agsociation.  Those who havae vigusly
made donations lass than the 10 membar-
ship ted will continue to racelve the publica-

tion wnth July 1, 1985,
In the past, mailings have bean made 1o

rsons making small donations o MAPA
is has created bookkaaping problems that
a voluntear staff has found unable to handis.
Wa have tried a number of systems, Involving
a hall dozren persons. Erors conlinue In

which those who have contribuled miss oc-
casignal editions,

Tha only answer wa know iz to limil the
oul of town mailings to aciual MARA
mambars. In thisa way wo am mmp with
one sat of records, instead of with sporadic
coniributions.

Annual mambership from July 1 o July 1

ing MAPA alter January

is $10. Thosa
first muPy pay $5.
MAPA I8 a non-profit organizalion which
cannot sell subscriptions 1o Tha Bmmﬂ.o&.
It I8 & bonus to those who are MAP
members. The carn-sort system provides a
free copy to all mail boxes served by the
Mantone Post Office.

Mambarships may be mallad lo MAFA,
P. 0. Box 50, Mentone, AL 25884

A ‘:-l'_."—'-ln—..- Tl
Convalescent.Aids Pool
Du Howand's MGis..

atter having broken her leg. she and 'I.:umrmu_

came with a'.*?raai idea. Mra. me tlllﬂfml'ﬂﬂ 2

i :E.u . Mrfﬁlﬂmfglllamiwrrr not star a

i was willing A,

“Mﬂ;;fh:n;nulmm gids for rwfunla :.r ;E:wh;:q;-
hara? ltams suth a5 CANAS, .

mg?umm 5pad:. glc., are axpensive 10 ranl of 1o

P EAGE CALL GRACE HOWARD AT 8344506 IF

8
[TEMS YOU WiLL SHARE WITH OTH ER
‘;g{ﬁlt :AI?HEHE. She will make up a master 15l 0 ba

posted at the Town Hall bullding.

Praise From the Judges:
Thomas and Cole at Brow Park

“A bland of both the old and tha new, a mixiurs of
tha native son and the iransplant, a soclely of whita
ioves and calloused hands.” Ewoka Cireull Judge
I Cala in his Contennial ress at Brow )
Probate Judga Paul Thomas cited tha town for havi
Iwo nuumlﬁr known congressmen, Miles Al
and Mittord Howard, and commended Mentone for
maintaining Moon Lake School whila other towns of
comparable size are falling o supporl elamaniary
schools.

Presiding al the event on Wednesday, Oclober
17th, was ob Hammaond. The rally was spon-
sored by the Town of Mantose and the Amerncan
Leglon, with Leonard Shigley working with the mayor

On arrangemants.
m:ﬂ by the Vall
Lake 4&-H

The national antham was
Hoad Band. Members of the
sang “God Bless the USA" and "“"God Bless
Mentone.” Barbecus was served af the picnic shelter.

The first apaaker was Judge Thomas. Full text of
his remarks follows:

Thank you, Mayor Hammond, for inviting ma to
share In Mentone's Centennlal Calebration.

When | was a teanager growlng up on Sand Mouf:
tain, | thought of Mentone as a place where the
H.llh‘lr o lhoed, When | campaigned for Probate
Judge in 1 | lound that there wera some weaalthy

@ in Menlons, such a8 Sammy Cash, bul | also
ound Mentone to be a friendly town, with a lot of
community spirit, a place where | would liks to live.

I command the people for keeping Moon Lake
Schoal open, | know that It has nol been easy and has
been made possible by a 1ot of community effort,

Tha first recorded land owner al Mentong was
John Mason. Mentone has beaen blassed by having
twio naticnally known congrasamen — Congrassman
Miles Allgood and Congressman Milford Howard. |
commantd you for presarving tha dreams of Dy, Frank
Caldweall and Jamas Huron, namely Menlons Springs
Hotel and the Mantons Inn,

S s LR H

camps anywhere, Mentona is also known for having
ong of the best ski slopes in the South.

I enjoy reading The Groundhog each month and
Eunﬁrlll.lhﬁl! you @n the quallty and contents of the
publication. | alsoe commend you on tha astablish-
ment of & museumn lor Mentone,

1 congratulate you, Mantona, for & great 100
and look forward to celebrating your 1504k A b
ufr'wrln you in the year 2034,

hank again for inviting me Lo shara In your
100th Annivarsary,

Judge Thomas was lollowed by Circult Judge
Randall Cole. Here is tha'text of his speach:

Thank you, Mayor Hammond, for that nica in
troduction. | am indead honored to have this oppor-
tunity to shara with you in celebrating Mentone's
100th birthday.

A poel once wrota thal God makes countiies Bul
man maks fowns, Thal may be trus of New York City
and Los Angeles, but God certainly had a hand in
nu'ulnq Mentone, Alabama. Mentone & a speclal
place. It is spacial bo you oF you would nol ba hae 1o-
day. It s also special to me. One reason Menion |8
5 ial 1o ma s tha fact that it s located on LoDkoul

ntaln, My family |5 a Lookout Mountaln family,
My dad has larmed the soll of this mountain, and as a
child | bullt toad frog housas In iis sand. Mentons |5
also special 1o me bacause a majority af tha paopla
of this communitly have voled for ma avesy tima my
name has bean on the baliot, and | am grataful for
that.

Mantona I8 special 1o us all bacause of its nustic
charm, its Ir:lguralinq air, its tranguii beauty, and l1s

entone |15 known for these virtues far and wide. |

have frequently had the axperience when traveling In

gome distant place of saying that homea iz Fort

Payne, Alabama, and the parson to whom | was talk-
’ d Cis Pag

Thanks From the Centennial Chairman

The weak of celebration of our Centennial s now
history, and | hope everyone en It s much as |,
Everything moved along smoothly, thanks to (ha
background preparations by sach group of Mentona
residents.

Flrst, | would ke to thank our sditor, Charles
McGehee, for his excellent adveriising of the avenis.
Heé was abls to ?u'r things wall publicized in
pericdicals all over tha South. Donna Buklay worked
wall with Charles and had reporters with cameras and
pens in hand, running all over ihe place. | receiad
numerous letters and phone calls for added informa-
tion. The Decatur paper did an inferview with ma over
thiy plecing,

Wa [the Centennial Stearing Commlties, compos-
ad af Linda Brown, Leonard Shigley, Sam Cash, Hob
Hammond, Sandra Padgett, Helen Hill, Ferne Fit-
zgerald, Homer Crow, and I} divided the days batwean
the different crganizations in order 10 distribute the
jobs of gaiting snfertainment for sach of the days,
from Oct. thirteanth (o the tweanty-first,

Tha first day was the parade, organized by Lthe
Apscue Sguad and the Fire Deparimeni, well done,
thanks 1o Leonard Shigley and Sammy Cash. Also,
Dorothy Crow arranged for tha Shriners 10 join them.
TE: flibiity group was hitarious. Our thanks 1o all of
Yo,

The fourtesnth, gospel singing al Brow Park, was
anjoyed by everyona u'ltundln;r Jans Meadows did a
wondarful job ol coordinating this, and had a
beautiful choral arrangement of community singers
and groups from churches.

& fifteanth was Merchants Day. We had 20 per-
cent off our prices at the Hitching Post. Thanks 1o
Tony Gu?n:nn for splandid emcesing that day and all
thraugh the weak. He coverad all businesses with a
special public announcamant of thair wares.

The sixteenth — Linda Brown, we thank for
arranging crafts booths that day, David Mays lor pot.
tary, Mmi. e Cordell gultied. Robert Lee was
blackamith, Maria tt had her wood crafls and
jellies, Darlena Keith had beawtiful blus potterny.

Wednesday, ihe saventeenth, was the town's day.
| want to thank the American Leglon for working with
the town officials and ll‘flﬂ?fnp 1o have Judge Cole
gqﬂu;‘“&-mmms a.pn” ka ﬁwmmult was well

Ao il mambars Ham-
tha me mﬁm- ' I.ﬁi.qt m!ldﬂ.ﬁ?ﬂrﬂﬁﬂ ia
poating them throughou vy Hags and

On_ the eightesnth our ComPLilE fod
meost enjoyabile, and | lh.n:nmuﬂ rwrl‘:lr h!ﬁ;ﬂ o
digh, made a costumsa 11::; djld ﬁ&hgmuﬂﬂ- wWork
flfmfl":m‘;ﬁ,: B eh Snecial thanks 10 tha Rev. Drew
Wn":g“ who did a repeal perlormance of “The Crea-

MUSCcuUM

AMND — |

INFORMATION

'JL;.
il

Eﬂn." Eﬂnkﬂf !qjﬂ;;vl'cha;h.launu. Linda #J;Iaﬂ and
nn ays for judgin costumas, Wirner
w“n hﬁ‘r:nlamun .

i nineteenth many words of appreciation are
dus to Lydla Speed for rounding up story tellers and
going lo the schools and making announcaments for
our ghost 5t session on the vacant ot al the Men-
fone Inn. Thanks (o Bob and Amelia Brooks for allow-
Ing us touse the lof all week. Thanks to Ed Jonas for
bales of hay for ssats, o Homer Crow and Phil
Howard for hauling it.

Hriel Da‘r an the twantiath, we thank MAPA fora
successful full day. Thanks to Marty Grilfin, Paoll
Cameron, Raingy Tharill, and others lor & well
organized Groundhog Classic Run. My sister, Jean
Elrod, won second place in hed age group!

For this twanty-first, thank you, Halen Hill and the
ings "“é.‘;ﬁ'a arden Club for the exceptionally
Ray and howi = ~=cuted tea at the Mentone Spr-

(Continies - -u haautifull Wae thank
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MAPA Minutes

Homer Crow, director, presided at the monthiy
meeting of the Mantone Preservation Association at
theé Maentone Springs Hotel on October 2, 1984
Following reading of the minules, the treasbrer's
report showed a balance of $2.710.63 as of Oct. 1. The
'ﬂ;ﬁgm balance a3 of that same date was

Centennial chairperson Berise Crow reported
that more plates have been ordered; the cormer vellow
building has besn made availabla by the Joneses for
a Museum and Information Center. It s hoped the
brochuras will be ready,

Donna Bukiey wes appointed 1o head a commities
to find a meeting place for the winter. The garden
club was given $200 for the planting of maore
rhododendrons around town. The Valley Head School
WA E;';in 5200 for improvement nr the athletic
facilities. A commitiee was appointed to look into tha
possibility of siresat signs for Menione.

At the conclusion of the meating James Kuyken-
dall of Landmarks presented Amul?n Brooks wilh a
|:|llu_u! in recognition of the listing of the Mentons
nin in the Alabama Historical Register.

= Digesied from the minules of Amelia Brooks,
SECralany,

Groundhog Finance Report
October issue

Incoma:

T - M e e .-

T R A e e A R TR 1,.285.00

PO T e e e 2500

Donations, Crows ' Mest. . . .............11.51

Donations, Mountain Stull .............. 408
$1,7897T.22

Debits:

Campbeil's Florlst _ . . ... ..........-. £25 00

Donna Bukley, sales and distribution ., . 21975

U. S Posl Offica . . : e e ) S8TT

The Summarville News .. .......00000. 73669
£1,040.41

Ralanch on hand Ocl. 15, 1084 ... ..... £7T56 A1

Brow Briefs

rand ladies died Sunday, Oc-
lobar 14th. Mrs. Willls Fox Aligood, who reachad tha
oape. ol 80, was widow of our town's distinguished
" congresaman, Mies C. Aligood, who was in
strumantal in deselopmant of ka TYA. Much aym-
' pathy to hers family.
Welcome and success to Ruby Sully who has
egun duties as successor 10 Ruby O'Rear for pro-
viding tha Manlons personalas 1o The Forl Payns
Times-Jowmnal. Her firsl column was excellenl, com-
manting on the Centernndal, weather, and other
relevantciss,

Sammy Cash, local Democratic commitieeman,
photographed in The Times-Journal ai the opening of
the Fort Payne campalgn headquariers,

According to Principal Gharles Bell of Moon Lake
S¢hool, thae 14 parcent incréase in anroliment over
the past 3 years will necessiate additional property
in the fulung

Captain Leonard Shigley of the local Reacud
Squad, which was part of the Centennial Parade,
atates that these have bean no recent emargencias —
ust e way they ke it Meetings are hald an tha flira

uasday of each manth

Girl Bags Biggest

HEADWATERS, VA [UPI) — Thare wara 428 man
compating in the groundhog hunting contest, but the
winnar was a 12-year-old girl. Shannon Lee Case bag-
ged an 18-pound, 14-ounce groundhog ta take firs)
prize — a naw varmint rifla,

“I've baen shooling since | was $ix of S8ven yaars
old,” ahe sald. Her goal this fall ia to bag a buck dur-
ing hunting season. Together with her fathar, who
won second placae last year, she shot 157 groundhogs
during the four-month contest

Her father, Larry Case, sald, “She beal me oul
:ompletaly this year."” Contest sponsors sakd several
leng-time contestants had a hard tima accapting the
fact that wers outgunned by a girl

{Clipped from the C sville Dally Press by
Stuart McGehes. 9118/B4)

COnd of Menlone's

To MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION
ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in suppori of the
objectives of MAPA, desiring to join with
others in preserving and protecting the
heritage, nalural environment and other
unigua qualities of life in the Meanione
area, | enclose $10 for voting membership
for one through June 1885.

NAME: S
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& The
Groundhog

Published monthly by the Menione Area
Preservalion Association. First concelved
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized
April 6, 1982, for the purpose of preserving
and protecting the heritage, nalural en-
vironment, and other unigue gqualities ol
lite in the Mentone Area. Chartered as a
non-profit organization by the State of
Alabama.

Charles While McGehee, Editor
Jean McGehen, Associals Editor
Donna Bukley, Advertising
Homaer Crow, Direcior
i Donna Bukley Associate Diractor
Amalia Brooks, Secretary
Shurles Froehler, Treasurer

November Groundhog Award

Honored for the month of Movember as reciplent
of the Groundhog Award for the mast improved home
is the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Gene [Sherry) Gray.

For 25 years Dr. Gray praclicéd as a physiclan in
Birmingham. They have now relired 1o Sarasola,
Florida. They have four children. The Grays spend
thiir summers and holidays at Mentone. Thae houss 15
an the adiacent fot to Peggy Howa.

Many Improvementa have been made to the house
undar the direction of David Blalock. It has been
painted inside and oul The Interior las been exian
sively improved. Bathroom lixtures are naw.

'I'T'la gelection commities |8 composed of Max
Cash (town councll, Nelds Hows {garden cluby, and
Mabel Kirk [MAFA)

Letter to the Editor

| continue to be delighted and fascinated 'u:lr sach
manthly appearance of The Groundheg, which | think
musl be the best small local monthly in America. |
hesitale 1o take lssue with you aboul amything,

| am disturbed, howewer, thés repeaated
raference to the nama “Maniona™ as meaning in
Franch “musical mountain spring,” and | have been
waiting. for an explanation thal would justily that
transiation. | am grateful for Zora Strayhorm's ex-
planation, but | must confess | remain unconvinced.

in my rudimentary French "Mentone™ or
“Menton,” tha French spelling, simply means “chin.”
The original Menton in France juls oul info th
Mediterranean ke a mmudl: chin on 1 F.".ﬂ'rfl.:l'ﬂﬂ'ﬂ

rloc  an

ween Monte Ca e valley. We. as 5

?;muvﬂml"hﬂ' @ “brow,” another bit of

O De sure, “chin” is not as semantic or poetic as

"musical mountain Soring”
curacy | submit thass thaughis. | ¢ "reTest of ac

. his.
Sincerely and res
i WEE:H:I pectiully,

VIEWPOINT

By Charles White McGehes

It was a beautiful autumn day, & slight chill in the
alr, with the leaves al the peak of their color. At
ground 11:30 am. the space shutila Challs
streaked invisibly overhead, minules away from is
touchdown at Cape Kennedy. Laler in the afternoon
Alabama would defeat Penn State in football, 6-0;
Detrolt would win game four of the World Series from
San Diago.

It was Saturday, October 13, the opening day of
thir Mentone Cantennlal Celebration. Some o miles
to the east over In Georgla the city of Rome was
celebrating its 150th birthday, Old Hotel Square was
& scang of much activity. Visitors wers ﬁzﬁng from
place 10 place, shopping for crafts items, The aleven
visitors of honor from our sister city Mentone, In-
diana, sat lelsurely in chairs on the lawn of the Men-
tane Inn.

As |f by pre-arangment, |81 plangs from the
Alpbama MNational Guard flew bow Over our Town
There was an air of expeciation aboul the parade.
Shala Barron, enticing as a clown, moved about the
Square, giving away loilipops and posing for photos.

Finaliy the parade appeared from the strest
behind ihe Hitching Post, pausing at tha blinker light
an 117, tumning down toward the center of Own —
our blg fire truck, the vehicles of the Rescus Squad,
boat and all, Mantone H;ﬂ#:!’i antigui motor buggy,
tha motorcycle clowns & Sheiners.

The Abraham Lincoln look-alike Tailed to show w
for hia presentation, bul no one seamed 10 mind.
Visitors marvelled at the unique architecture of the
Mentone Springs Holal, looking from the porch al the
axpanse below of those things which hawe Deen
wrought over the past 100 years by the combinad af-
forts of people, natwre, time, &nd unfolding history.

We weare celebraling ourselves,

It was & celabration that continued for nine days,
Il was an unguallfied sSuccess, & Success nol
necessarily measured in numbers, although the
avenis wers generally wall attended. The significant
thing is that Menlone manifested i1self as a com.
rrunily.

The events that impressed this writer most wera
those which avoked a sense of ingathering, & unk

ueness aboul our lownship. Sunday's singing af
Emu.r Park, which was so capably orgenied and
emceed by Jane Meadows, astablished what should
become an annual event for the Dctober Faslival,

Tha Polilical Rally was a masterplece of celabra:
tion of the richness of our heritage, against the
backdrop of the natural panorama — highlighted by
tha singing of the 4-H Club and the national anthem
played the vm% Head High School Band. The
r-nlnltg of Judga and Judge Cole spoke [0
our prida,

h afterncon Lhare was 8 sensa of family al
tha plenic shatter al Brow Park. The food was Superb,
the sunset saldom egqualled, and as if by pre-
arrangament, a train passed far below in the valley.
This was one of the limes when tha children wera
given mamories that will long remain.

There were good reports from Merchanis Day,
Crafts Fastival Day, and the Ghost Story-Bonfire
gathering, but the climaxing exhilarating even] occur-
red Sunday afterncon, thae final avent, whan degcen-
dants of tha town loundars wene Ronored in the din-
ing room of the Mentone Springs Hotel, Estimates of
those attending ranged upward of 200, Gargen club
ladias in long skirta, soma in pariod costume, serned
punch, sandwiches. and cookies. in all, thirty garden
clubh members paricipated. Guesis wera presan
from all over the state, Hymns werne sung after the
presentations. The lalentled volce of Polly Camenon
was heard. Laft-owver juice was given 1o Moon Lake
School

Barnise Crow and the Centennial Commiltes did
an axcallent job. Many, many persons contributed in
various ways. The final event of the year of the
Centennial will be tha Musical Mountain Chrisimas.

Meanwhile, as of this writing the Tirsl freaze has
not come. We can only hope that this coming winte:
will not bring upon us anaother 10 below Zerd
temperaiure, signs are difficult to nlerpoel. The
squirrels seem bushar than eved. According to the
G news, Centannial week was Ihe time of the
hibarnation of the chipmunks.

THANKS FROM THE CENTEMNNIAL CHAIRMAMN
[Continusd From Page 1)

Mona of thesa things could have been done
without community cooperation. A special thanks to
Maggie Cordell for coondinating and planning and
ullting our Centennial quill. To Grace Pullen and

olly Chambers for quilting the most Marie
Shadgett, Grace Howard, and | did some. Maggile also
sold most of the 300 tickets. Mrs. Simpson of Fon
Payne won the quilt. She is the grandmother of Mana
Lackay, the Rhododendron Cueen.

Thanks 1o Mona Leckey for coming from Auburn
University to riden the parade,

A big note of li:il.nk-l frofm afl of os to Jack and

nie for pro &
E,";: 7 bl A 2 many who lent |1nm:.'
ure, It is agpnufnf“” for the fine, well done
long time. ng we can be proud of for a

o Farng Fi e
an axcallent l'l'ralIFnlul a"a I..M Arlena Fowler for typing

Thanks to the ladies who were hostesses
'"“;i,ﬂﬂm- arranged by Helen Hill and the ﬂardm.nil::?
- ::unﬂ: o ﬂupbrrnamn for putting up the banner
o o Marty Griffin for getting it painted. Again

nks to everyone who worked and 10 everyone whe
came to the events. M was a wonderful nine dayal

= Bernisa Crow, Chairperaon for the Cantennial,




Mentone, Alabamag, ("..I'xhnptar ll, A Description of the Mountain

Alabama lles batween B4 degreses 51' and BB
28° 03" west longitude and 30 ¥
35" north latitude; It is about halfway ]
MNew York and Mexico, near the southarn end of the
North Temparatura Zone which puts Alsbama in a
samitropical zone. The growing season In North
Alabama s measured at Valley Head and is 198 days.
Wallay Head has the dublous distinction of register
ing tha coolest spol in the stale. Tha annual avera
temperature in North Alabama is 60 degrees F,
yoarly average of rainfall for the whole state is 53 in-
ches, northeastern section 55 inches.

Lookout Mountain has its own air conditionlng —
winds. Winds are usually the friends of mankind but
turn into anemias whan thay sweap | h Alabama
i the form of of hurricanas. Mentone has
not been known to have had many violent storms,

Lookout Mountain whare Mentona |s located on
the southern and of the Appalachians ia a long, nar-
row mountaln. Three states own a portion of Lookoul:
Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama. The narthem fip,
In Tennessea, is a long, narrow plateau. Tha Indians
namad il “Chatanuga Mouniain,” the Musk nin-
dian word maaning “‘rock coming 1o & palnl."” Tha
wides] parl of Lookoul is the nina miles beiwesn
Cloudland, Georgla, and Mentons, Alabama,

On a tairly clear day looking toward the was! from
the brow at Mentona, one sees low-lying hills, softl
contoured, and a wida vallay below. Tha shades o
colgr of the trees ra from chartrause to jade

rdan. Two-thirds of Alabama ls in forests. Balow iz
lls Walley thai staris north amund Trenton,
Gaorgla, and extends south for about savenly miles.

To understand and appreciate the beauty and
good lite of present-day Meniona, Alabama, one must
dip into the mysterious geclogical past.

During the Cambrian od of the Palsoroic
Geoclogical Era or about milllon 5§ ago, thore
was a vast tropical sea covering portlons of this area
a8 evidenced marine life tra before ridges
ware elevated. Hundreds of millions of years lates
during the period known as the Carboniferous paricd,
named for the “fossil fuels,” petroleum, coal, and
natural gas developad as the resull of the reptiles,
sharks and amphibians, and large maring animais
Taling and dying in the swamps, a3 did numarous
scale trees and seed ferns. At this tima sedimantary
rocks were laid down, such as sandstone, limestone,
shale, coal, and omerates under waler, There is
litlle avidence of valcanic action or kava flow.

At tha and of tha Paleozoic ara, mountain fuldlng
in eastern North America produced the halghts whic
conatitute loday's Appalachians.

One of the Tive types of rocks in Loockout Moun-
tain Is Davonian black shale. During the Devonian
period, more than 400 milllon years ago, amphiblians,
Devonian tack shaie (& 8 big bIook of Fon Earne

nian black shale is a bi ock o ¥
chert It is called Fort

in good Torm in our nearby city. On top of that is a
huge block of Floyd shale, named for Fioyd County,
Georgla. Mexi is limestonea,. The three-named
rocks: Devonian bl shale, Fort Payne cher, and
B‘mﬁ limestons are called su niterous, or
Mississl n measure. Millions of years passed bet.
ween the ion of these three layers. Then came
a8 heavy siralum of Lookout sandsione. Walden's
sandsione, alter Walden's ridge, caps the rocks. The
last two layers are called of Pennsylvanian
misasure. .

Litthe River with its spring-fed rver beginning at
Head River, Georgia, lows paacefully through Man-
tona, Alabama, and is the only known river in this
hamisphete to flow the top of a mountain, |
mika along the high plateau of the elghty-thres
milg=long narmow Lookoul Mountaln, plunging over a

ipice one-hundred feet to form DeSoto Falls, In

0 State Park, about thwee miles from down-

town Mantone. Thera are about fiftean falls In the
Park, bul DeSoto Falls is the most famous. DeSoto
Falls was originally called Indian Falls as recorded by
Federal t 5 in lembar ‘IEM-.wullrcnuI?d
to DeSoto Falls by Sarah Force O'Rear. The river

An Explanation

dr. and Mrs. Les Devengort wish to make I{ clear
conceming Bamise Crow's article on The Hitching
Post in the Centennlal Edition that while thay
oparated The Hiiching Post at no time was liguor
sold on the premises.

American Legion Notes

Commander Leonand EI'IFEL“ of the local
Afarican ion Post states thal the membership
drive goal of percent has been reached, plus four.

Membarship ia now 46 1L I8 that additional
mambars will join prior to Novembaer 11, Armiatice
Day, at which time the Mentone, Valley Head, and
other -I‘Eﬂlﬂl‘lll posts have beon inviled 1o a special
sarvice at Pleasant View Uinited Methodis! Church by
its minister, the Reverend Drew Wobcott.

Regular meatings are held on the second Thurs-
day of each month.

Correction

In the last edition which commanied on the death
of Julle Jonea, It was siated that she was tha
daughter of Mancy and Jack Jones Jr. Julla’s mother
s Ann Jonns,

.

flows through a rock-cliffed gorge, Little River Ca-
nyon, and merges with the Coosa River, one of the
thiree maln river systems of the state.

The mountaln |la consldered l;?' spalectogists
{trom the Latin rool word “spelasum,” cawe) 10 ba ona
ol richest regions for caves In the world. When the
ovarlapping of the crust of the earth ocourmed -:h.rl‘inr
the tima the mountains were uplitied, faulis ! I
At the ground level of the mountain 5 several hun-
dred loet of Imesions. As water seepad Inlo the
faults, the limestons was gradually dissolved by the
carbanic acid found In weaak solutions in rain water.
Huge caverns and caves wara carved out as tho waler

& |ta way through tha lima substrale, laaving anly
ledges of rock t wars rasistant (o aroslon. Thens
are mitas of winding passagewarys, Caves, cavorns,
pools of water, waterfalls, and underground &ireams
running the antire length of Lookout Mountain,

Below the brow of Mentone In Valley Head is a
large cave that was supplled al one time with
amargency rathons by the il Defensae for usa in tha

avent of & disaster.

Soulham Appalachlans have a rich deciduaus
foresl that ls varied. Among trees Tound to ba native
fo this area are ashads, birchas, chafries, d

olms, gums, hawithoms, hickories, hollles, lindens,

locusis, nollas, maples, mulbarries, g, pinas,
plums, poplars, black-walnuts, redbuds, sourwood,
sassafras, and willows.

Shrubs found natively around Mentone includa
araleas, rhododendrons, bluebamles, thorns, grapos,
noneysuckles, huckiaberries, hydrangeas, ivies,
laufals, roses, sumacs, and viburmums.

Al tha ndron Garden Club of Mentona in
May, 1984, -Margaret Persons was the guest speaker,
a pasi president af the Blanche Dean pler of th
A Wildllower Soclety. Sha stated ihal thare
ara soma 3000 s es of wildiiowers In (e
Southaast. About 1, of thesa ara In northeastem
Alabama.

In this area are found the natural crocus, ahad
M&”’""’" beauty, false anemons, tralling arbutus,
Dutchman's br ., loam flower, shooling star,
trowt IHEi dog-toothied violel, bloodroot, May apple,
ihe trilllums, ferns, Virginla blus-bells, suonymous,
chickwead and yellow jasming.

&lso Il;unﬂmhﬂl I;I'i the wiid . ﬂ!:.m' lris, i-ul-_::.i;
in-the-pulpit, trumpal honeysuckle, winodbi
(which Ruby O'Rear said are yellow on the brow
pecause of the lime and pink fariher away), Indian
pipes, pipsissewa, mountain laurel, azaleas,
rhn-ﬂu-uund?un. tulip poplar, cak lealf hydra 8,
spider lily, and lady slipper. A carniverous plant founc
on Littla River in the vicinity of DeSoto Park s the pit-

cher plani.
'-'i#hln thie Eurcpoans first arrived hera, the Indians
wera growing and using such vagatables and rilts
8 _hickor 5, _pBCAnS i walnuls

cherries, muscadines, grapes, potatoes, pumpkina,
beans, aguash, tomaloes, and okra, and com.
in tha Mentona, Alabama ansk, H:hlnuslu a popular
#port in the , cresks, and rivers, Some of the
fresh water fish caught are bluegill and shelicracker
brim, large-mouthed bass, crapples, and perch, Cat-
figh are found in places that have been stocked.
Wildiife lnun:r im tha Mentone vicinity inclutes
desr, quail, turkey, rabbit, sguirrel, fox, racoon,
opoasum, and mowrni y
in 1882, whaen John Paul Yerdon was twalve a‘lm
oid, he caught a four and one-hall pound large-
mouthed bahs in a pond off Alabama Highway 117 on

E;nmﬁy Imlﬁau'mm J Jones. John
ul’s . grandmaother, Mrs, R C. Glibreath, had it

Brochure
Arrives

Above is a reproduction of the cover of the naw
brochurg pubiished by the Mentane Centannial Steer
Iing Commiltes, Jointly financed by the Centennial
Commiiies and (he Alabama Bureau of Tourism and
Travel al a cost of 33,400, the brochures extol the
nalural b'l'-l'l-ﬂ'j_ll' and touriat attractions of Mentone.

Cine-fiourth of the 20,000 coples will be ulilized by
the Bureau of Tourlsm and Travel, in mallings and 13
Welcome Cenlers. The ramaining 15,000 will ba plac-
ad in regional businessas, mallad to thosa reguasting
information about Mentone from the DeKalb County
Towrist Associalicn, and clreulated In various ways.

The brochure was complled for the Centennial
Committes by Bruce Bon Fleur, formar diragtor of the
Meniona Area Praservalion Association.

Governor George Wallace recently pointed. out
that Alabarma's nr:wrler fourist industry brought $2.9
billion in 1883 and will likely excesd that amount in
1984 by 20 percant. The tounst industry provides full-
time jobs o 85,000 pacple in Alabama hotels, molels,
restauranta, and transporialion facilities. This
revanus goes [0 sales 1ax which |5 earmarked for
aducation.
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mounted for his wall,

Sammy Cash, Mentons's fire chief, bafore he
retired trom the Forest Service in the late 1870"s, had
a call from a woman in Valley Head, she was frantic:
“Hawve you aves killed a bear?" she asked Sammy.
“Ond just want th h yard."

“Mo," Sammy rep “but | can try."

Whan he arived in 1nl'.lfu'g.r Head, children in a
black church wera wild with excitement as the black
bear put ita paws up on the window frame. Sammy
saw s tracks, but didn*t sea the baar.

in 1877 Paul Leddon Johnson of Cove Road was
returning home from work on Highway 157 about &ix
or sovan miles from Mentone. He thought he saw a
black object that might ba a S0-gallon drum; i moyved.
Fallowing him was a friend trom Sand Mountaln who
saw tha r. It was a black boar becauss It walked
aff on its fowr paws. Aeturning o tha scena, both
men sald it had disap rad info the woods.

In 1881 T. F. (Mack) Blalock also of Cowe Road,
one avening-about 2 p.m. looked across his feld and
thaught that his nalghbor had acquired a black calf,
until it started toward him; the bear lumbared ot inlo
tha woods nearby, Mack Blalock shot a red fox by his
barn 4 coupbe of years ago and soid it to someona
who wanted the skin. Stankey Brown, Methodist lay-
preacher, was exploring an ald cave called the Coun-
cll Gave at DeSoto Falls about 4:30 in the evaning on
Octobar G, 1984, He looked up and saw a maghifican
had fou on the cliffs. It mn off in the direction of Litthe

ivar.

In tha nelghborhood of Lake Lahusage, Taylor
Collins and hiz wilfe bullt a homa. On Sunday night,
Octobar 14, 1984, they heard a bobcat crying like &
woman (n {ravail.

A boboal was sighted in the summear of 1884 by
Betty and Scultter Smith when they were on thelr way
te Cloudiand, Georgla. The cal dashed across the
highweay; the howr was daylight. Returning homa after
dark, the Smiths saw the same cat cross in front of
them on tha highway.

Scutter Smith is a professional tralnos of dogs. He
is in the woods much of the time, A couple of miles
fram his home on Alabama Highway 108, in the area
the Governmeant i reclaiming atter stripmining, he
Saw a 1l.l"ﬂ& bobcat; H was sarly In the moming.

Im the 1940°s the Tri-State Fox-Hunter's Convan-
thon mat atl the Minaral Eﬂfh'lﬂl- Hotel, pnd alter an all
night - of huniing, do-:rn yapping, they would have
braaktast at early daylight at tha Hilching Posl

Tha reason thers & Mitlle fox-hunting now on
Lookout is bacaisse the doga spat a desr and follow it
for miles, somatimeas into tha North Georgla woods,
with tha hunter unable 1o ratriewe his dogs. There &
atill fox-hunting on Sand Mouniain,

J. B, Baln, Grandpa Bain's oldes! son, recalls the
bon-fires In the woods while hunting with his tamil

rakns; the

allal 4kl 3 g | ..-':.. | al
tha the dam broke use of the hea
water of the lake weant down dramatically.

On May 10, 1975, a bird counl was made in the
Mentone area north and south of Alabama Highway
117 to the Georgia State line, and the most I'thumrb'y
recorded blrds ware mourming dove, ¢Hmw )
barn swallow, blus jay, common Crow, ina
chickades, tufted titmousa, Carolina wren, robin,
wizod thrush, red vireo, prairie warblor, easiorn
meadowlark, red-winged blackbird, common grackis,
summar fanager, cardinal, indigo bunting, mufous-

sided towhee, chipping sparrow, and plleated
wOOdpacKer,
Although the soll and rugged conbour of tha land

in Mentone has not bean particularly for large
areas of larming or raising of livastock, it is a good
racreational area. The aa 1}' Indians set this par of
tha land off for hunting. Today the area remaing a
Happy Hunting Ground for year-round residents and
for vacationars.

— Zora Shay Strayhom
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Mountain Cooker
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Somehow the headling ower Mountain- Cookery
lasi month was transposed into Mountain G :
Stat! member Donna Bukley sald not to worry since
the Martha Pickies discussed wera green. The Groun-
dhog does hope people will save and uss the recipe
next summer §ince the pickles are absolutely fops
jannu:l require no canning or freezing or putting into
ars,
Loy Langston gave The Groundhog editors a la
pumpkin from his and “Shina” McNew's garden. CJFI?:
welcome i‘ilﬂjr day the associate adifor cut up the
mlmﬂhm. It filled the large canning pressure cookar
Ca.
B |nn|nf with Grandmothar Devine's United
Da ars of the Conl and going
through many others, several recipes wene con.
m"ldafm ‘H:II- arrive at this:

nto a pie pan lined with f faworite pastry, put
(mdxed in ordar given): it Srabidn.
1% cups pumpkin
Yo cup browin Sugar
¥ cup white sugar
?-iﬂl“ h of mag
4 taspoon each of cinnamon, nul .. ginger,

cloves et

1 cup milk
V¥ cup cream

Bake at 450 for ten minutes, then 325 for 45
minules. From our huge pumpkin we got tan aight-
inch phes and two fourdnch “samples.” This was real
mouniain cookery!
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Groundhog Classic Run, Oct. 20

Tha 175 antries In the Gm% sxceaded lasl year's 124. Male winner 40-0over males, John Evans, Hunisvllle; females, Joyce Smith, Huntsville, with
Roberi Florlo, Huntsville, was tly above John McCart s 21.17 lasi year, Jean Elrod of Menione second, 15-and-undaer, Mark Jones, Huntaville, Mentone
Sacond time lemale winner was Caraling Melten, Trussville, with 2647, Other win-  aniranis in the Fun Run were Crystal Coots, OFEI Farrall and L. M. Flanigan. In
nars: 3039 males. Lln]l En-u:k, Jl-i:lu-m'lnillrllr famales, Peaisy Rowe, Fort Payne. the m.ln avent Ilmlmlln WHTE Jll'l'l Crow and Ron lnd l]l:r Godbols.

TwmeSThe Tea in the Mentone Sprmg.r Ha:ef Dining Room

.l.llnl and Theresa Boaworth &t the sary tabie; Mable Kirk, iaa chal
Mot Dncdes e

rparson

Ma i1, food chalrperson. Ray Padgetl gave drewings of the old hotal to
Ihlu raprasentatlves Hrlm tamilies: Elsle Barr, Johnsons; Roy Crow, Kelths;
Clara L"-Ilh.. Greans; Ed Tom Joneses; Essle shore, Lawrence Smiths;
Garaldine Ellis, Sherwood Smiths; Kathryn Carden, Calvin Youngs: Sammy Cash,
Cashes; Opal Flarity, Charles Clarks; HIE::-II Cox, Coss Browns; Brown,
C. C. Browns; Mettie Smith lor the Jonal Crows: Edmond Crowe for the ﬂ-mql
Crowes; John Jones for (he McTheanys: Mary Brown for the Thomas Kirbys; Grace
Pullen and Thelma Blake for the Willlam Culbersons; 'Woodrow Biddie for the Biddies;
Mabel Kirk lor the John Crows; Willie Perkina for the 'W. . Perkinses; Nelda Howe lor
tha Harry Howes; Mary Crow for the Libbys; Frances Brown for the O'Rears; Ethal
Adams lor the Bhllr : Grace Jonea lor the Hurons; Glann Baty for the Batys; T. F.
Blalock for the Blalocks: Jessie Whitehead for the Mason family,




Collector’s Item Available

e

Mra. Linda Brown, Sacratary-ireasuners,
Mentone Cantennial Commities
Foula 1, Box 271

Manione, Alabama 35884

5250 postage and handling 1or which please
ggnd me & Mentone OCentennial Com-
memorative plate to the following:

[, " HAME:
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Enclosed is a checkimoney order for 315 plus :
|

|

|

|

|

- :

When Guy Jones's suni Eva Parker passed away In Missisaippl, Mr. and Mrs. Jones b hi back
some old photos from her home. This |s of Guy Burgess's Mentone Slore, taken [n 1812, slore
was localed whare the Hliching Post ls now.

-~ Plan
Do Your

- .
Sh o p pl L g RUBY’S VARIETY
In Gifis for Christmas Gising!

Watch for my new location by the

Men to n e first of the month

Wnaﬂﬂ _r?{ﬂﬂfﬂ.
C?‘;"'Lfﬁ. Er Ciaﬁi

Wooden Toys, Jams, Jellies

Furgerson Grocery

McGee’s Gulf Mart

Grocedies, Gas, Clathas, Shaoos, Hunting

Cigarettes, Candy, i ¥
- e COOKinn, Parly 8.0 anef Fighing Supplies; Hardwars, Livesiock Fead

plies, Meats, etc. Many Food Gilt Ideas for
Holiday Giving|

Needlecrafis.

. Plumbing and Electrical Supplies
Rocking Horses are our Specialties! KEROSENE AND KEROSENE HERTERS
Route 1, Box 120-A, Menlone, AL 35984
Phone 534.4542
Tum rght @ Whatleys's Store on 117
G aboaid 1,000 faal tiern inlo Gata ab el

Mon. Thru Fri. 58 — Sal, 7-8
Sun, 7-T
G34-4600

If You Mead 11, We'te Bound fo Hawe 111
T Days, 610 8 - BI4-ETEHE

The Hitching Post

CROWS' NEST Ohrder “Toun
ANTIQUES Chuistmas

-.l-':'.-rl Elrged: Baming G
#

Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafis

'E !"Iq_"u ‘.'.1.II:.I i 1I-I.I.":-'.-' !

Gourdies

by Sharon Barron

P.0.Box 126 Mentone, AL 35384 =¥,
205-634-4T67/4776 Th

Located im the Hilching Post

sl
.

hite Elephant Galleries
634-4529

2 =
e
e

W



http://2fi.xLi.tmai

Nine Days of the Centenn

Children’s Day, Oct. 13 - The Parade

The OCourdis 5 ‘s con-
tribution o Chlr'rl?r':r'l"l Day
wis a clown, Shala Barron,
Here she (s with tha litile
uadn from the Rhododen:
ron Festival, Tamra Hall
who mds in the parade
miong with Mona Lackey,
the senlor gueen, now in
Aubum Undvarsity.

Hostesses a1 the Museum were lndies from the
Rhododendron Garden Club.
Shewn here is Thereta Bosworth.

HMenlaue
- &
et 10 L

]
b L b

Shown hera are irkends from Mentone, Indiana: Olive and Dearl Tucker, Dorolhy
Krull, Mary Tesl, Mirlam and Bill Bosrdman, Wayns and Audrs Tombaugh, Mary
Savers, Jim and Lols Miller,

Here Is the besutiful Centennlal Qulll (ghe of them — another is be-
ing assambled) coordinated by Maggie Cordall. The grandmather of
the senior Rhododendron Quesan won the quill in the drawing a
woesk alter the parsde.




Oct. 14, Church and Singing Day at Brow Park

. 5 F] e
- ke i b

Jane Maadows was in charge of the sing The
Community Chorus sang under the direction ol
David Mays. Kathy Crow was planist. Others who
led the group wera Roy Crow and Dorothy Crow,
Sololsts were DeVan Jackson, George Walker,
Jaan Gauld, Johnny Bain, Jean Jones, Janel
Coopaer, and Ethel Manifold. Mine year old Rachel
Harvllla fram ﬁ.fhlﬂ!lﬂl'l-l?‘ accompanied by her
|hl;r Klm. Tha Rov, I.'r:: :::nﬂ wWis Ill"r‘::rld u'
a 18th eenl ] Ve & o
James WﬂﬂJmm'l "CnElliun." -

SFumerser
GROCERY

S FRESH MEAT
an e0g fats To the righ ars 1he Furgersons: Helend snd Chariee GROCERIES

speclals on Cokes, OPEN 7 DAYS

! Shown here are potter Darlens Keith and
. blacksmith Roberi Los.




The Political Rally, Oct. 17 Community Day, the 18th

P 5
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125 Epls ladias gathersd al 5L Joseph's-on-the-Mountaln Church en

Above, the Valley Head High School Band played the “Star Spangled Banner,” Thursday of Centennial wesk.

and (below) the Moon Lake School 4-H Club sang patriotic folks songs.

Left is Tony Goggans whose musical talent and amcesing held

things logathar all week. Above are costumed citizans at the din-
nr on the : Zora Strayhommn, Linds Brown, Sharon Barron,

Orew and Corinne Wolcoll, Barnise Crow, and Joan McGehee. To
the i iz winner ol the costume contesl, Sharon Baron, who

was given one of the Centennial plates.

Oct. 19,
Ghost Stories and the

Bonfire

Getting Underway




Groundhog Classic Run, Oct. 20
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Female winner — Caroline Melion,

Tha 1?'5 lnul-", in the G I.u.ln axcesded last year's 124. Male winner 40-over males, John Evans, Huntsville; lemalas, .ln'rﬂ Smith, Huntsville, with
Hunlnllh, Wil above John H:'E-lrlfllllri 21.17 lasl year. Jean Elrod of ‘Mantons second. 18-and-under, Mark Jones, Huntaville. Mantons
Elnml Ilmul winnar was n| Malton, Trussvilla,

b 28,47, Other win- entrants in tha Fun Run were Crystal Coots, %Flrrlli and L. M. Flanigan. In
males. Larry I:-:-ut. .Ill:.l.-mnvﬂh,hnlh ll:wl‘ﬁu.. Fart Payna. the main aven! Mantonites thhﬂmm and Gay Godbaols.

e The " Teain the Menmﬂe Sprmgs Hotel Dining Room

Allca Spri and Theresa Bosworth sl the sarving lable; Mable Kirk, tea chal
lndlllrlll?;'nl-plt.hnd:hlhplnmh gave drawlngs of the old hotel to
these represantatives of l'lmHIll Ehl-h Barr, Johnsons: Aoy Crow, Kelths:

Clara Cash, Greans; Ed Jones, Tom Joneses; Essie shore, Lawrence Smiths;
Geraldine Ellis, Sherwood Smiths; Kathryn Carden, Calvin Youngs; Sammy Cash,
Cashes; Opal Flarity, Charles Clarks: Ma | Cox, Coss Browns: Raymond Brown,
C. C. Browns; Mattla Smith for the Jonsl Crows; Edmond Crowa the Goonge
Crowes; John Jones for the McTheanys; Mary Brown lor the Thomas Kirbys: Grace
Pullan and Thelma Blake for the Willlam Culbersons; Woodrow Biddle for the Biddles;
Mabal Kirk lor the John Crows; Willle Perkins lor the W. A. Perkinges; Nelda Howe lor
the Harry Howes; lllnl Crow lor the LI ; Frances Brown for tha O'Rears; Ethal
Adams lor the Shigleys; Grace Jones for the Hurons; Glenn Baty lor tha Batys; T. F.
Blalock for tha Blalocks; Jessle Whitehead for the Mason family.
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Super Inn

(Continued From Front Cover)

Mrs. Huran grew a -Fra-t varlaty of vagetables in
the garden, raised chickens, pigs, and i milk
cows. Dne antry in a journal she kepl descri har
salling some of her hans (n the ladies’ toilet and put-
ting baby chicks on tha back parch fo kKeep them
wanm. The boarders looked forward to the excellant
country maals. Mrs. Huron ran this astablishmant un-
til her death In 1820,

At that tima Hal Howea rented the property with an
option to buy, The purchase was mada in 1822 He
convarted the store 10 a kKitchen and dinlng room,
operating (f eniil tha tall of 1927 under {he namae Hal's
House. In 1827 Hal's Mouse bumed and was m-
mediately rebuilt and opened in Juna 1928 under the
new name Hal's Hobel,

Later the name was changed o DeSolo Hotael. In
=eplembes 1854 il was purchased by Mr. and Mrs.
H. H, Plolis of Coral Gables, Florida. They chan
tha nama (o DeSotla Lodge and ran It untll 1878, when
It was purchased by Mrs. Roberi Brooks who chang-
& the name 1o Mentons inn, It was operated by Mrs.
Erﬂil:lhh for two years, then sold, leased, and sold
agaln,

“Somahow It was maant to be thal wa should run
i says Mra. Brooks. 5o in 18082 Amelia Brooks open-
ed tha Mentone lnn as a Bed 'n° Breakfast The new
operation has steadily grown.

The inn's interiors are all tongue-and-groove,
clear-grain ploe from Mississlppl. Thera ane twelve
rooms, each with its own bath. In addition thera is a
thrag-bidroom cottage with baths, sitting reom, and
porch, Most of the individually decorated rooms in.
cluda kron beds; the bathrooms have clawloot tubs.

Tha living rooms contain comfortable sofas,
chairs, and color TV, A wide porch across the entine
frant is an excallant place for relaxation, viewing ths
valley and events in Cid Hotel Sguars,

Amalla Kirk-Brooks's background and inclination
seaim: 1o hive conspirgd 1o maka of har an innkaapar,
especially of an lnn at Mantone, She and her husband
ware Impressad with the inns of Europs while travel-
ing on the continant. This prompted them to change
thi name from “hotel™ to “inn.’

Amella was bom In Mentone, dauvghter of the
Frank Kirks. Har mother was a Crow, The family resid.
ed in San Diago, Calitornia, while Amedlia's father was
in the nawy. In high schoo! she was violinist in the
school orchestra In college she majored in music
and speech arts,

In 1854 sha marriod Aobert E. Brooks, whom she
had known sinca the age of eighl. Ha entered the air
force, during which time she was prasident ol tha
Wivas Club, The Commities — a famlly sarvice
organization, and a chapter of the national
Assistance League.

Bob Brooks is now a business conaultant at

{'iéma Tima I Fort Payna, Al one lime ko Served as

Director of General Servicas for Ronald Aesagan while

he was nar of Californla

Amella always wanted to retum fo Mentone. On
wigils she Increasingly sdmired thie Mantone Holel
Once there was a “For Sale” sign. She and Bob decid-
od (o take the step,

Many improvemanis have bean made 10 the nn,
particularly the landscaping, which inclydes some
viery fing stonework, Amelia |8 a devoled gardensr
Aﬂﬂﬂ:‘fﬂﬂ to her mother, sha has bean an an-
thusiastic cook since childhood

With the asslstance of her aunt, Dorothy Crow, a
gualified caterar, she has established a catering ser-
vica for weddings, bangueis, social, and businass
groups. Assisting in many of the activities of tha inn
is Barbara Crow,

S50 successiul s the Bed ‘'n' Breakiasl aspact of
innkeaping, Amella wams thal resarvations ane
necessary & weak In advance, and sometimes more,
from May first to alter Thanksglving. She olfers lunch
o the publc on Mondays anly. An innovation this
yEAr i5 & special ‘I‘hanl-:sglvlnn waakand, Thanksgiv-
ing dinner requlres reservations for two seatings.

Since refuming to Mentone, Amalia has involvad
hersefl in community acilvities, particularly as
secretary of the Mantong Area Presarvation Assocka-
lion and as vice-president of tha DekKalb County
Touwrist Association.

The Brookses have thres children: Kathy, a
siockbroker in Sacramenio; Larry, In the navy, and
Cindy, working in Phoenix, Arizona.

Once when asked thal occasional guestion aboul
whathar Mantons bacoma another Gatlinburg,
Tennessea, or Helen, Georgla, Amalia Brooks sald, |
juat want 1o make [ 8 super counbry town.”

Corrections

For benelit of fulure historians The Groundhog
aditors are anxlous 1o cormact any factual errars in tha
Cantenntal edition. Please call thé McGehess al
B834-3737.

The dale was wiong under the picture of Huron's
Store. Instead of 1880 a5 given, wa're told 18910 would
be more accurate, In Bernise Crow’s article about the
Hitching Post, tha Burgesses sold the stora (o Davy
(not Doug) Jones

= BULLETIN -

At tha spacial callad council maating on Tuasday,
October 30th, council members mal with Ken Towry
of Public Systems, Ing. and Calvin Cassidy and
Fostar Fountain of Almon Assoclates fo discuss
amandmanis to tha grant o improve tha waler
systam. Resull of the islon  was (o put In larger
lines from the Hitching Posat down to DeSoto Camp
and on to Moon Lake Schoal, with fira hydrants along
the way and batwesn Clydel's Beauty Shop and the
Log Cabin Dli, A smaller ling will e installed on tha
road slanted behind the Superetie, and down fo

Lﬁ' These renovations are in liey of the

Camp
ullg;ul.- fo install an esight ineh line down
DeSotp Parkway from Tutwiler Gap 1o tha Hitching

Posl. The rew tank i3 almost completled,

RAG
o] AN

E

Restaurant

=2 K]

Come Meet Our
New Chef

Kelley "Nibbles” Soder

New Years Eve Party

Live Band
Prime Rib Dinner

Buffet Breakfast
& Free Gifts

Reservations Only
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(205) 634-4677
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£50.00 Couple

Shown above at the Oclober meeting of the MAPA ars
Jamas Kuykendall of Landmarks of Delalb County, who
sanied the certificate o Amelia Brooks, ownar of the
entons Inn, lor recognition into the Alabama Registry
ol Landmarks and Heritage. At right is Nelda Howe,
widow ol the original owner of the structure.

In Appreciation

Thanks to tha !::-H:}wln? who assigted Jean
MeGahes with pholographs of the varlous Centannial
gvenis: Richard Sieinberg, Donna Bulkdey, Amalia
Kirk-Brooks, and Bruce Bon Fleur

Paul Purvis Erank Purvis

PURVIS
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Custom Design - Log Homes

P, 0, Box 244
MENTOME, ALABAMA 35084
Phones 205-6344584 or 6348518

. et oy

DeSoto State Park
Resort Restaurant

Open T days a week B45-5380

Breakfast Buffer . 7:30-10
Lunch....oo0.. s 11500-3
Dinner T

sunday Lunch Buffet
All vou can eat — $5.50
12 to 3 every Sunday

=
COME GOLF WITH US AT
Saddle Rock Goll Course
Located at

Cloudmont

Ski and Golf Resort

™ off DeSoto Parkway

3 miles south of
MENMTONE, ALABAMA 35084
On Liitle River
Chalet Reservations or Information

(205) 634-3841

DOWNER'’S SOLID
WASTE DISPOSAL

Residential and Commercial

Route 1, Valley Head, Ala.
635-6379




F For Kelley Soder, the new chel al Handy Siill'a
pf 1#&1 ﬂuf:ull‘l. uHHuug! :g Em: think ﬁ nrumu!ur:..

Calendar

Wednasday, Oct. 31 — 530 am. — Bookmoblle
comas to Town Hall,

Thursday, Mov. 1 — T pim, — Voluntasr Fire
Dogartment moois at Fire Hall. Sam Gash, Chief,

Monday, Hov. 5§ — 6 p.m. — Town Council misels
at Town Hall. Rob Hammond, Mayor.

T p.m. — Community Chorus meets al Moon Lake
Baptist Church, David Mays, Director,

Tuesday, Mov. & — B to & — Eleclion Day. Fire
Hall,

7T pm — Aescuee Sguad meels al American
Legion Hall. Leonard Shigley, Captain.

Wednaesday, Nov, 7 — T pom, — MAPA mootls at
Fire Hall. Homer Grow, Dineclos.

Thursday, Nov. 8 — 7 p.m. — Amarican Legion
meels at American Legion Hall. Leonard Shigley,

Post Comimancer,
Sunday, Mov, 11 — Velerans' Day.

Monday, Nov. 12 = T p.m. =— Communily Chomnes
&t Moon Lake Baptiat Church,

Tuasday, Mov. 13 — 10 am — Rhododendron
Garden Club meats al Methodist Fallowship Hall
Heden HHI, Prasident.

Wadnasday, Mov, 14 — 3230 am. — Bookmobila
al Town Hall,

Thursday, Nov. 18 — T pm. — Volunteer Fire
Deol. af Fire Hall,

Monday, Moy, 18 — 7 p.m, — Communify Chorus
at Moon inm Baptist ﬂhi.?r:h. 2l

Wednesday, Nov. 21 — Deadline for Decembaer
GROUNDHOG.

Thursday, Mov. 22 — Thanksgiving Day.

Monday, MNov. 268 — T pum. — Gomamunity Chorus
al Moon Lake Baptiat Church

Wednasday, Mov. 28 — B8:30 aam. — Bookmobile
comes to Town Hall

~ The Lady

of the famous game should refeass a new edition
basad on food,

For her, food is definitely & Serious busingss,
comes o Mentone from Chatta whiere-&ne
operated a small restaurant on Signal MdUntain nam-
&d Mibbles, which seated only 20 peopla, It was truly
d ofE-parson oparation with elra;dulnu all the cook-
ing. sn-r'.lin-%..rand claaning. At Mibbles tha specialties
werg Beal Wellington, duck, and manhcottl

Kedlay's training as a chel came principally from
Cha! George McReynolds of the Garebo In Chat
tanooga, a graduats of the Cullnary inetitute of
Amarica. Prior to opening her restaurant, Chel Soder
was al the Garebo for 21 years, eventually beceming
asslstant manager.

After attending Bralnerd High School, she attend-
ed Erlanger Schonl of Mursing for a while. Now
divarced, she has two children — Jefiray, 7, and Jan-
iy, 5, who are with their father and attend school on
Signal Mountain, Looking fonsard o making Men-
toma hir homa, the new chel will reside in tha

BROWN'’S CLEANING

& LAUNDRY

COMPLETE CLOTHING CARE
SUEDE — LEATHER — FUR

Mew Service: Pillow Cleaning — E1asr_md,
fluffed, sanitized, deodorized; new licking,
£5 00 feather, down, polyester, chip foam.

F1. Payna

17 Gaull Ave,
B45-0751

Bd45-3241

—_THE.
CITIZENS bAnK
large enough to serve you —

small enough to know you

member FDIC

Valley Head, Ala.  635-6453

n,

iContinued from Page 1)

ing ?-n-uld reapond by asking, “lsn't that near Maen-
lone'’"

Wea have gathered heqe {oday to celebrale Men-
fond's centennial, Why do we celabrate a centéennial?
Harry Truman made a statement one tima which |
think helps us answer that gquestion, Harry Truman
did ot have a Eﬂlll&lﬂ! education, but he was ona of
the moast learned man who has ever served as Presi-
dentl. As a child, Harry read books instead of playing
sports. He particulary liked history, His knowledge
ol history, nol only our hisi bul tha hisiory of
many troubled spots around the workd, gave him
spacial inalght in dealing with soma of the problems
he faced as Presideni. Based upon his study of
history and his experences of lile, Harry Trumn
once Made this statemant, A man must always kesp
in mind who ha is and where M cameé from. A man
who can't do that at all thmes is in irouble as laras 'm

And 50, | think It |s reason encugh o celabrale a
centennial that it helps us keap in mind who we are
and whera we came from.

A man by the name of John Mason from the Stata
of Mew Y was traveling through this area of the
country about 100 years . He recognized 1ha vir

tues of this communily and founded the town of Man-
tone in 1884, You realize, Ladies and Genllamen,
Mentona was lounded by a Yankesa, bul we won'l
faudt him for thalt because he demonstrated coo.
sldearable intelligance in leaving the State of Now
York and coming to tha State of Alabama,

I thought it would be interesting o know whal
was happening in this counfry 100 yaars l?ﬂ. and sa
weni o the encyclopedia and this is what | learned:

(1) They ware having a Presidential efection,
Chester A Arthur was Presidenl.. He was a
Republican, but his parly did not glve him the
nomination to run again and |n Movember, 1884, a
Democral, Grover Claveland, was slacted Prasident,

{2} In 1884, a young linanclal wizard by the name
of John D, kefeller was making a nama for
himsalf in tHa ol business.

(3 In 1884, The Ladles Home Journal published its
m:;}sf“fm the B Bri paned

n ; rockiyn Bridge was o in
Mew York City after 13 ',maﬁa of nnﬁ1m:tlnn

(51 In 1684, P. T. Barnum and Mr. Balley combined
lGl'g!nr cirousas to give birth to Barnum and Bakley's

ifcus.

Is a Chet

From chilidhood Kelley Spder has liked jo cook,
lsamning aarly. from a molher who was excellant at
soulharn cooki Agkid what shae anjoysd cooking
mosl, sha replled: “Hollandaise and Dearmalbe
sauces, and aapecially chasds-beted dishas such as
mardcattl. | like trying new racr?u."

Lindar (ha nigw chef, there will be creativity and ax.
parimentation, particularly at the parties, banguets,
and weddings which are increasingly bacoming
popular at this hisloric saiting.

In introducing his. new chef, Randy StHl an
nounces that a slightly revised manu s00n to be in-
troduced will include Shrimp Provencale. The Sunday
buftet will continue o foalure a salad bar, choice of
maats (always fried chicken), wegeiables, and
dasserts.

“We will definiledy ba opan all winter," says tha
Cragsmere owner-cperatod. “'1I'm anxiocus for the peo-
ple in the Mentone area to discover tha akills of our
falenied new chal. Hichard Brill will continue as
assistan! cook. We're open weakdays 589 and Sun-
days 12:3."

(2==2l TIGER’S
Sal) NN

:-_I_"':,;L;T:' Valley Head, Alabama
e 635-6855
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piau Lunches Sund-,--:’-'rida],.
Maon. Thru Sat. 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m
sun, 7-2 Plate Lunches.

Wa now have the
coldest drink in

Man. thry Sal. 5 am io 12 pm
Syn. T am, 1o 10 pm

SupplEs
Complain Ling od PRCnic
valley Hoad, Alabama 635-6164

sacond-floor apartment at Cragsmere. Randy Stiil
mﬁ’ﬂi ar-Mantong im0

T D

Since 1884, Maentons like mos! citles and towns
has exparignced pericds of economic prosperity and
periods of economic slatus quo, bul one of the things
that has ihl'ﬂr'_f$ made Menfong such & special place,
Lﬂqﬂrﬁlﬂs of s economy, la the people you find

T

Thare have been many nationally famous people
asgsociated with Mentone: Martha Berry, Colonel
Miltord Howard, Congressman Miles A, Aligood, and
athers. Gongréssman Allgood, who made Menlona
his hama for many years prlor io his death in 1977,
sarved as Chalrman of tha Irrigation and Reclamation
Committes in the United States Congress during the
Franklin Roosevell years. Congressman Allgood pro-
posad to President Rooasvelt the idea of TVA and
rofde with the Presldent in his private raliroad car in-
spacting the area that would be senned by this pro-
pogal. ressman Allgood was honored by Con-
gress |n 1870 as the man who did mose than any other
1o introduce and devalop hydroeleciric power in the
United Slates,

The list of prominent paople who have chosen to
lve in Mentone goes on and on; but equally as Impor-
tant to the history of Menione are those residents
who wers born and reared here. | will not attempt to
nama the many families of prominence who fall inho
this cabegory, but thay are namoes that stand for
honasty, hand work, love of God, and respect for law,

Another vary impoartant componant in the makeup
of Mentone is the camps and campers. Youngsters
from all over the Southeast and from throughout the
fdition have spant thelr summers in Mantone, and i
has Doen my observation thal these youngsters
davalop an attachment for Mantone that abides with

them all their lives

éntone I8 a special place. Another reason that
makes [t speclal is this tremendous newspaper
you've gol called The Groundhog. Whers else in this
country could you find in a town the size of Menlona
iuﬂﬂwu: p-?ar s0 well written and intefesting as The
roi

Mentong |9 special becavse It iz a bland of both
the old and the new, a mixiure of the native s0n and
the transplant, a sociely of while gloves and callous.
&d hands. Menlone i3 special because life slows
down a litila haro.

Harry Truman tells us that we should always keep
in mind who we are and where we came from. Let me
conclude by saying that If you can say that you come
from Mentone, Alabama, you can do 5o with pride
because you come from a very special piace.

Thank wyou for allowing me to be a part of this
calebration,

The Groundhog editors quizzed the new chel
about the age-old contention thal men are Daliter
cooks. “'| think they're aboul the same,” she said
“Women are neater in the kitchen. Someday I'd like bo
continue my studies with someona lika Julla Child, 1
always want o coperiment and ionoeate.” =
e ‘anna M'Duﬂgﬁﬂmﬂ:
naw chal who ls rapidly falling In love with Menlicna.
She likes 10 walk and wanis 1o laarm 1o aki

Bunt-Whitmine
Funeral FHome, One.

"'h'lt é‘ﬁac{nriu i ﬁ\:-ﬂﬂmmJ ,ﬁ-ldl':-nr!.

o
=R J Burt {;?t-, "Dvirector
Ledy Bell Pullen, Receptiomist

mﬂf&y El‘.r!adl, r:’#raﬂa.mn
0635-62497

BATY
LUMBER CO.

Rough and Dressed Lumber

Mentone 634-4141

Mentone
Drive-In

broiled hamburgers,

iches, scfl ice cream, milk shakes,
UGhehAnana splits!

Charcoal sand-

-
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Ambulance: 845300
Baplist Modical Cenier: B45-3150
Rescus Squad:
B34-4140: 834-4166
Highway Patrol: B45-5109
Mentone Police
T:00 am, to 1700 a.m. ., | 634-3705
After 11:00 am, . ...... . 5344467
Dekalh Shariii: B4E. 3801
Valley Head Police: 8355814
Hammondville Police: 8358374
Forest Rangers: 1-845-1331

o 1-800-382.5879
Poison Infermation Centar

1-B00-282-B8TE
FIRE DEFPARTMENTS
Mentone:
7200 a.m. to11:00 a.m. . . . 634-3105
After 11200 5.m.634-3745, 6344507
G34-4446, 634-4274

Valley Head: 6358111

SCHOOLS
Moon Lake: 6344133
Valley Head High School; 6358228,

TOWMN COUNCIL OF HEHTI]HF
Rob Hammond, biayos

Max Cash

Leas Danvanport

Habson Kirby

Stanlay' Brown, Richard Meadows
Catharine Bailey. Town Cherk

Leray Snpdar, Water Daparimeni
Codguitt Jones, Polica’

THE CHURCH OF GOD
OF PROHECY
The Rew. Billy R. Boazer, pastor
Sunday School: 10:00 A. M,

Sunday Sarvices: 1100 A M., T P. M.
Thier _‘F Prayer Meating: T:00 P. M.
uun:mna: B3

VALLEY HEAD PRESBYTERLAMN
The Rev. Jorry Davis, ministar
Services: 181, 3rd Sunday, 5:30 A.M.
Teleohone: B5-6283

CATHOLIC CHURCH
2813 Gault Ave. Morth, Forl Pavne
Massas 5 oom. Sal,, 10:00 A M. Sun
Telephone: BAS-4T7T4

DIRECTO

CHURCH OF THE
{rﬂ.{‘}“ﬂ‘ ElilEFHEHﬂ
raditiona scopal
The Rev, Edward P, Whaile’y Jr.,
Reclor

Firsl, Second, Third Sunday.

Communion Fourth Sunday.

11:00 A.M. Telephone: 634-3375

MENTOMNE CHURCH OF GOD
The Rev. Joay Kirby, minister
Sunday School: 10000 AM
Praaching Hour 11:00 A M.
Sunday Evening Service: 500 P.M
Wednesday Training Hour: 6:30 P.M
Talaphona: Ea-t-ddtg

MOON LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
The Rev, Willkam Steels, minister
Sunday School: 845 A M,

Elhnuu',' Services: 1900 AM. TOO

Sunday Training Union: &:00 P.M.

Wednesday Prayer Mesling: 630

P.M, Telephona 634-4587,

MENTONE UNNED

METHODIST CHURCH

The Rev. Ann 0. Lohr minisier

Sunday School: 10 am.

E”"ﬂ:; Bibte Study Group: 6:00 P.M

un i U rowp: B L

Talenhana: 1354!;1 A

MENTOME WESLEYAN
CHURCH

The Aev. A, C. Clamens, minisier

Sunday School: 10:00 AM,

Sunday Worship: 1050 AM, 600

P

Wednesday Evening Service: T:00

PM. Telephone: 634-4210
§T. JEISEF:'E EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
Tha Rav. Rober glmtwull, ministar
Sunday School: 10:00 A M,
Sunday Worship: 11:00 A M,
Wednesday Bible Study: £:30 PM.
Telaphone: B34-44TH

MENTONE REVIVAL CENTER
The Rev, Dewey Oswall, ministes
Sunday School: 10:00 A, M,
Worship Service: 11:00 8 M, 6 P. M,
Wed, Prayes Mealing: 6:30 P. M.

THE GROUNDHOG
oo M.APA,

P.0O. Box 50
Mentono, AL 35984

CAR-RT SORT

Postal Customer
Mentone, AL 35984

;(,f’
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CAMP ALPINE: Richard O'Farrall,
director; camp for boys; 634-4200
Juné 1-Aug.11

COMER SCOUT RESERVATION:
Bob l:lun.n-.mf director: Boy Scoul
camps June 17-July 14, 634 5,
CAMP DESOTO: Sue Henry, direc
tor, camp for girts. Juna 18-Aug. 15,

6343411,

CAMP JULIETTE LOW: Kathy Holly,
director; Girl Scout Camp. in
Cloudland, Georgia. June 17-Aug.
11, 404-428-04485.

CAMP LAMEY: Rob Hammond,
director, camp for boys: June
16-Aug. 11. 634-3581,

. CHRISTIAN CON-
FEREMCE CENTER: Anne and John
Morrison, direclors; B34-3471.

PONDEROSA BIBLE CAMP: Chris-
than youth camo, Glann Millar, ditec-
tor. B34-3795. Juna 16-Aug. 11,
CAMP SADDLE ROCK: Marty Gril-
fin, director, girls’ camp; June
16-Aug. 11. 614-
Ehlt ili‘rLIh‘E RANCH Eua:]a ni.
ooks, dir irls" :
16-Au .11.'3&5#”‘ e
VALLEY VIEW RAMNCH: MNancy
Jones, director, Cloyudiang, Georgia;
June 17-Aug. 11. 404-882-2231. Girta.
CAMP WOODMONT: Jane Bennatr,
director, boys' and girls' camp.
4i04-284-5360, June 1T-Aug. 5
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