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The DeKalb County Library: 

By Emily Smith 
Chris Wright, a Mentone resident, is the acting direc­

tor of the DeKalb County Library. For the past year, he 
has seen tremendous growth in the Library with the cir­
culation going from 80,000 books last year to a projected 
120,000 books for 1991. 

" W e are in a five-year plan to bring the Library to the 
standard of top libraries in A labama," he told The Groun­
dhog recently. 

The Library has already moved from ranking 38th in 
the state in 1989 to 22nd in 1990 and should be in the 
top ten libraries this year. The circulation numbers (books 
checked out) reflect the increased usage of the Library 
by DeKalb County residents. 

The Library building in Fort Payne is 7 years old. 
Rachel Manning, who retired as director in 1990, spent 

six years building the facility, from the planning stages to 
the actual construction and the opening. She came to the 
library after teaching English at Valley Head High School 
for many years and was instrumental in raising the funds 
for the new Library's construction. 

"Rache l really built the Library," Wright said. " S h e 
gave us a wonderful facility with great potential." 

One of the areas that Wright has concentrated on as 
director is the children's collection. Children's programs 
such as the Thursday morning story hour and the sum­
mer reading program are very popular. 

"Chi ldren are the future of this library and we have 
gone over budget in buying new books for the children's 
section. But, we can see children coming in more during 
the school year for help on research papers and we know 
they are benefitting from the library," he commented. 

B e c a u s e most research papers must be worked on 
after school hours, the DeKalb County Library is the place 
students turn for information. Wright said that with prora­
tion and cuts in school system funds, school libraries are 
suffering and not able to purchase materials needed for 
students. 

Through inter-library loans, the DeKalb County Library 
can request books and materials from other libraries in 
Alabama. 

" T h i s is a way for us to have access to all the library 
material in the state," Wright said " W e can help kids get 
A ' s on their papers. " 

"Of course, that doesn't apply to students who start 
on their paper the night before it is due, " he cautioned 
with a smile. 

Two students who stood out in his mind last year 
received A ' s on their research papers. Both returned to 
the library to share the results of their work with the staff 
and to thank them for their help. 

Check It Out 
" O n e boy was writing a paper on earthquakes and I 

showed him a map of the earthquakes fault lines in DeKalb 
County. He was really proud of the " A " he received. 
Another little girl who wrote a report on the Thompson's 
gazelle brought her paper to show us and we got a hug," 
he reported proudly. 

The friendly atmosphere at the library adds to the in­
crease in the Library's use and to the length of time library 

Eatrons stay at the Library. Wright says when the staff is 
usy they feel like a fast food restaurant. 

" W e give service with a smile and move as quickly as 
possible to help the next person in l ine," he said. 

Even with state money for libraries tight, Wright hopes 
to continue adding new services and materials for the 
DeKalb Library in the coming years. Proration also effects 
money for libraries which are funded in education 
legislation. 

Over the summer they installed a security device to 
help prevent book theft. Now as books are checked out, 
they must be demagnitized before the patron passes 
through the security gate and the exit door. 

"It is hard to believe that people would steal library 
books, but it happens," Wright said. 

CNN NEWS and other cable channels are now available 
in Mentone. Bill Kidder (left) and Gary Haas are get­
ting good reception. 
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Bits and 
Pieces 

From Zora Strayhorn's History of Mentone 

T H E P O S T O F F I C E 
Another important event of the decade of the centen­

nial was the move into a modern post office building on 
J a n . 1,1982, a 2,320 square-foot building. First postmaster 
was Ed Mason, who had constructed a small building in 
1888 near the site of the present Mentone Inn and beside 
a two-story building built around 1873 by H. B. (Harry) 
Gillette. By 1899 the two buildings were owned by the 
J a m e s Huron family and known as the Huron Boarding 
House. 

Around 1902 the post office was moved to " T h e Men-
tone Store," present site of the Hitching Post, built by Guy 
Burgess. In 1930 Sam Graham and his partner Fred Huron 
bought the building, adding a room for a post office, the 
1986 site of Sharon Barron's Gourdie Shop. Around 1926 
the post office was moved to a small building just east of 
the Hitching Post. 

When the town built a structure across the highway 
to serve as Town Hall, the post office moved into half the 
building in 1957. Here it remained until the new building 
was completed in 1982. 

At the time Ed Mason was postmaster, the mail was 
brought up the mountain by horseback. During the '50s 
Arthur "Lightning" Goss was a carrier for the mail from 
Valley Head. An inspector for the postal service asked how 
the air mail got to Mentone, and the answer was "by 
Lightning." 

Following E d Mason the following postmasters have 
served: 1891, Stewart H. Congam; 1891, Harry B. Gillette; 
1899, Lovena A. Huron; 1900, Harry B. Gillette; 1901 Peter 
K. Smith; 1902, Guy A. Burgess; 1907, Fred Huron; 1909, 
J a m e s Huron; 1914, Grace V. Grew; 1918, Miss J immy 
M. Brown; 1920, Mary Maude Brown; 1926, Stel la M. 
Shigley; 1934, Hal Howe; 1934, Evelyn Jones ; 1946, E v a 
M. Jones ; 1948, Leland M. Cox; 1976, John G . Sterling 
(officer in charge); 1976, Benny L. Goss . 

P lans are being made to reprint trws book. If you have 
any additions or corrections please contact the author at: 
Route 1 , Box 97, Mentone, Alabama 35984. 

BUS 23, NOW LOADING. The first bus to leave Moon Lake in the afternoon, loads up with kids of all ages. 
Al Blackburn is the driver. 

Moon Lake Scores 
High Again 

Dates To 
Remember 

Sept. 2 1 , Saturday — Friends of Little River Quarterly 
Membership Meeting, 1 p.m. Water Quality Testing 
demonstration, 5:30 p.m. Covered dish supper, 7 p.m. 
Membership meeting. All events at Fischer Rescue Squad 
Building. For more information, call Desmond Disney at 
634-4501. 

Sept. 2 1 , Saturday — The DeSoto Rescue Squad will 
sponsor a C P R c lass . Organizational meeting, 2 p.m. at 
American Legion Hall. No fee. For more information call 
Darlene Smith, 634-4736 or Mike Kennamer, 635-6662. 

Sept. 27-28 — Family Enrichment Weekend at Men-
tone Wesleyan Church. 

Oct. 1, Tuesday — Mentone Area Preservation 
Association meeting, 7 p.m. Mentone City Hall. Colorfest 
plans, speaker, refreshments. All invited. 

Oct. 7, Monday — Mentone City Council meeting, 7 
p.m., Mentone City Hall. 

Oct. 12-13 — St. Joseph's On-The-Mountain Episcopal 
Church Twentieth Anniversary. 

Oct. 18-20 — October Colorfest and Annual Groun­
dhog Class ic Run. 

Buck Low Death 
Ralph Wallace (Buck) Low, 80, of Mentone, died Aug. 

15 at Collinsville Nursing Home. 
Graveside services were held at the Forest Cemetery 

with Rev. Tim Smith officiating. Burial followed in the 
Forest Cemetery, Gadsden, with Burt Valley Head Funeral 
Home directing. 

Survivors include sister, Vennie Low Pearce, Mentone, 
Ala.; niece, Madeline Vansand Porter, Selma, Ala.; several 
great nieces and nephews. 

Pallbearers were J e s s e Crabtree, Rudy Bel l , E d 
Ringer, Leonard Sigley, Leland Cox, Junior King and S a m 
C a s h . 

Mr. Low was a native of Gadsden, and was a retired 
artist. He was a member of the Episcopal Church, a 
veteran of WW II, and a member of the American Legion 
Post 215, Mentone, Ala. 

Moon Lake School scored highest of all county schools 
on the Elementary Stanford Achievement tests given to 
fourth graders last year. Principal Charles Bell reported 
Moon Lake 's test scores were "astounding." 

The student's scores were 73 for both the basic and 
complete score compared to the overall county scores of 
50 basic and 52 complete. Matching Moon Lake to the 
state scores, Moon Lake came out higher as well. The 
state average was 45 basic and 46 complete. The next 
nearest DeKalb County school score was Fort Payne City 
with 59 basic and 60 complete. 

Moon Lake Elementary School began c lasses Aug. 22 
with over 100 students enrolled in kindergarten through 
sixth grades. 

The school, along with other schools in DeKalb Coun­
ty will begin a breakfast program as soon as funding is 
approved by the U. S . Congress. The U. S . Department 

• of Agriculture has authorized the breakfast program along 
with all other agencies involved. Once implemented, Moon 
Lake will be provided with much needed lunchroom equip­
ment and remodeling. 

New cook-top, ovens, a steam counter and a stainless 
steel food preparation table will be added to the 
lunchroom. 

Bell hopes final approval will come early this fall so the 

breakfast program can get underway. 
"Many of our students leave home very early and 

sometimes do not have a chance to eat breakfast at 
home," he commented. 

Again this fall, Moon Lake will take part in the "Ap­
ples for Students" Program. Food World and other stores 
in the Bruno's chain will exchange cash register receipts 
for Apple computers and software. The school received 
a computer, monitor, disc drive and several educational 
software programs last year. 

"We' l l be using the software: European Nations and 
Locations, Math Blaster, Designasaurus — a science pro­
gram, Compu-Teach, and Once Upon A Time — a writing 
program, this year , " Bell said. 

Bruno's has received a " C " Flag for their contribution 
to improving the quality of education and also was nam­
ed one of the 100 special Presidential Citations awarded 
annually to organizations that contribute in a positive way 
through the private sector. 

There is one new teacher at Moon Lake this year, 
Melanie Roberts in Kindergarten. Returning teachers are 
Darlene Mosely, first grade; Christine Lehman, second 
grade; Bill Berry, th i rdand fourth grades; Joyce Smith, 
fourth and fifth grades; and, Charles Bel l , sixth grade. 

Helen Sibert is the school secretary. Delight Pruitt and 
Cheryl Crane are the lunchroom workers. 

Mentone Cable 
To Begin Service 
Some Mentone residents are enjoying cable televi­

sion service as Mentone Cable Company connected a few 
homes in a test area in August . 

According to B i l l K idder and G a r y Haas , the owners 
of Mentone Cable, they w i l l be ready to connect some 
customers over the next few weeks. 

" W e hate to keep put t ing people off on insta l l ing 
their cable but, we want to give everyone the highest 
qual i ty service we c a n , " said Kidder. 

Most of the area east of the Mentone Post Office, ex-
c lud ingCove Road, wi l l be ready for service during Oc­
tober. Dur ing October and November, K idder wi l l be 
work ing toward completing the sys tem for other areas 
of Mentone wi th in the town l imits. 

Mentone Cable has worked for over a year str inging 
cable l ines and readying electronics and satell i te dishes 
at the tower location. 

" W e have moved s lowly , " says Haas . " T h i s way we 
can assure our customers that the qual i ty of their ser­
vice wi l l be the best. B y work ing the way we have, we 
have not t ied up too much money." 

When an area is ready for instal lat ion, residents wi l l 
be notif ied personally. A letter explain ing costs for the 
subscriber w i l l be given to them. T h e total charter 
subscription package cost for basic cable programs and 
"Showt ime" wi l l be $16.95 per month. Subscribers must 
sign up wi th in seven days of being notif ied to take ad­
vantage of free instal lat ion being offered to charter 
subscribers. 

The cost of the basic package i s $12.95 per month. 
" S h o w t i m e " i s $4 more. H a a s pointed out that 
"Showt ime" is usual ly around $8 per month so Mentone 

Cable is mak ing i t a special offer. 
Cable-ready television sets wi l l not require any ex­

t ra equipment when the cable is installed. Older sets that 
are not cable-ready wi l l need a special box for cable recep­
tion. The manual box wi l l cost $1 per month if rented 
from Mentone Cable or, i t may be purchased from them. 
Remote control boxes can be ordered. 

K idder said any questions about V C R ' s and how to 
program them for cable wi l l be referred to Haas . 

A telephone at the tower location has been act ivated 
to receive calls about Mentone Cable. There is an answer­
ing machine for messages. The number locally is 
634-4242 or the payment center in Fo r t Payne is open 
from 9 a.m. unt i l 5 p.m., Monday through Fr iday , at 
845-9008. 



Changing World 
By Emily Smith 

The world is changing faster than we can keep up with. 
That huge blob of area on the globe that used to be 

labeled the U .S .S .R . is now splitting up into smaller 
separate countries, each becoming independent of 
Moscow as they declare themselves independent from the 
Soviet, the ruling council. Even Russia, the "Mother Coun­
try" is moving away from communism. 

Communism must have seemed like a good idea to 
the Russian peoples 70 years ago when it was touted as 
the panacea, the cure-all for countries long oppressed by 
the autocratic rule of the Tsars . All people wanted then 
was a better way of life, a hope for their future. 

The communist system failed the people of Russ ia and 
now they are looking to the west for another example of 
government and one that has been more successful for 
many generations. 

Not only are they looking to the west for an example 
of government, they are also looking for faith. The Church 
was nearly snuffed out during the seventy years of com­
munist oppression in Russ ia in spite of the strong hold 
Christian Orthodoxy had on the country before that time. 

One of the most interesting statistics we have heard 
recently is that in spite of communism, approximately 100 
million people or 36 percent of the population of the Soviet 
countries are Christians. Now, according to Boyd Nixon, 
a missionary to Russ ia for Campus Crusade for Christ, 
the Education Ministry in Moscow has asked Campus 
Crusade to prepare school curriculum that will teach Rus­
sian school children about Christianity. 

While our school children are learning where Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Bylorussia, young people on the other side 
of the world will be learning something even more impor­
tant, Christian faith. This experience is denied U. S . school 
children while courts try to determine how to separate 
church and state. 

This example should make us all question what direc-
tion we, a democracy, are moving in. 

State Highways 
Will Upgrade 

Congressman Tom Bevill said recently that a House 
subcommittee has authorized three Alabama highways to 
be upgraded to interstate standards. 

The roads include the Birmingham-to-Memphis 
Highway known as Corridor X; Corridor V in North 
Alabama; and the proposed Memphis to Atlanta Highway 
known as the East-West Corridor. 

" T h i s is wonderful news. We have been working very 
hard to get these highways authorized so that we could 
bring them up to interestate standards," said Bevill. " T h e 
House Public Works Subcommittee on Surface Transpor­
tation today approved the Surface Transportation Act of 
1991. 

" T h i s legislation authorizes $200 million for these 
Alabama highways, which the committee named as 'High 
Priority Corridors.' That means they will have the in­
terestate standards," said Bevill. 

The subcommittee approved $100 million to upgrade 
Corridor X to interstate standards from Corridor V near 
Fulton, Mississippi, to U. S . 31 at Birmingham. The por­
tion of Corridor V from the Mississippi state line near Red 
Bay to the Tennessee state line north of Bridgeport was 
authorized for $50 million. 

Another $50 million was authorized for upgrading the 
East-West Corridor along Route 72. " T h i s is the propos­
ed Memphis to Atlanta Highway. It is my understanding 
that the State Highway Department still must determine 
the exact route for this highway," said Bevil l. 

"Once this legislation is approved by the full Congress 
and signed into law, we will get additional appropriations 
for these projects," said Bevil l. 

Wesleyan Family 
Weekend 

A Family Enrichment Weekend is set at the Mentone 
Wesleyan Church, Sept. 27-28. The Gary Smalley video 
ser ies, " Love is a Decis ion" will be featured. 

"Love is a Decis ion" covers topics like: How to 
energize your mate in 60 seconds; The secret of a close 
knit family; and, Five keys to loving and lasting 
relationship. 

Sessions are scheduled for Friday, Sept. 27, 6:30-8:30 
p m. and Saturday, Sept. 28 ,10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. For more 
information, call the Rev. Blaine Derek, pastor at 634-4210. 

fTIENTONE'S 

GROUNDHOG 
P u b l i s h e d month ly by the Mentone A r e a 
Preservat ion Assoc ia t ion . M.A.P.A. w a s first 
c o n c e i v e d o n G r o u n d h o g Day, 1982 , and 
o r g a n i z e d Apri l 6, 1982, for the p u r p o s e of 
p r e s e r v i n g a n d protect ing the her i tage, 
natural env i ronment , a n d other un ique 
qua l i t ies of life in the Mentone A r e a , a n d is 
char tered a s a non-profit organization by the 
S ta te of A l a b a m a . 

P. O . Box 51 
Mentone , A L 35984 

(205) 634-4731 

T H E G R O U N D H O G S T A F F 

Edi tor E m i l y Sm i th 
Contr ibut ing Ed i to rs L i n d a B r o w n , 
E l o i s e B r o w n , N o v a D e a n Ki lgore, B e r n i s e 
C r o w , 

M A P A O F F I C E R S 
P r e s i d e n t Homer C r o w 
A s s t . P res iden t S h e r m a n G o u g h 
S e c r e t a r y M ickey G o u g h 
T r e a s u r e r Harre l l J e n k i n s 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n L y n n Ba thu rs t 
Member -A t -La rge R i c h C h a p m a n 

In case of errors in advertisements, T h e Groun­
dhog assumes liability only for the actual space that 
is incorrect in the advertisement. 

Letters to the editor are welcome. They should 
be typewritten and of reasonable length. 

The deadline for all material for The Groundhog 
is the last day of the month preceding publication. 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Emily, M.A.P.A., and The Groundhog: 

I just want to take a moment to say "Thank Y o u " for 
your support of the DeKalb County Special Trai l . It is only 
with the support of folks such as you that the trail will 
become a reality. 

I believe the trail will become a reality by the end of 
next summer, and I hope you will join me for the dedica­
tion of it. 

I'm sorry it took so long to get this letter out to you. 
The summer has been pretty hectic and is still going 
strong. It looks like we will have a good year this year. 

Once again, thank you for your support. It is always 
rewarding to have help from people close to home. 

Sincerey, 
Talmadge Butler 
Superintendent 

Phone Service 
Changes 
The Mentone Area Preservation Association will begin 

circulating petitions this month requesting G T E Telephone 
Operations to include phone calls to Fort Payne under local 
service for Mentone, Valley Head and, Hammondville 
customers. 

Homer Crow, MAPA's president learned of the peti­
tion process recently and said petitions will be placed in 
local businesses for phone customers to sign. 

G T E took over phone service for this area from Con-
tel on Aug. 1. 

G T E Telephone Operations, the largest of G T E Cor­
poration's three business groups, provides local phone 
service through 18.4 million access l ines in portions of 40 
states and two foreign countries. In addition, G T E 
Telephone Operations markets telecommunication pro­
ducts and services internationally; and supplies computer 
software and data processing nationwide. Revenues in 
1990 totaled $15.4 billion. G T E Telephone Operations has 
approximately 114,000 employees. 

By Eloise M. Brown 
Congratulations to Dot and Bill Blackburn, who have 

become great-grandparents, and to Martha and Hoot Gib­
son who have become grandparents since their son, Mark 
Gibson, and his wife, Jane , have a son, Mathew Blackburn 
Gibson, born Sept. 27, in Houston. 

Larry Longshore was honored by being one of the 
teachers selected to go on a training trip to the Pacific 
Coast. They visited Washington State and studied the 
growth of plant and animal life since St. Helen's eruption. 
He reported it is growing nicely, but as they stood on the 
volcano's rim, they could hear rumbling in its depths. They 
saw the Rain Forest in Olympic National Park. They went 
to San Juan Island in Pugeot Sound and, while the tide 
was out, studied s e a life; they also observed some huge 
killer whales. The object of the trip was to become familiar 
with different environments and, of course, teach it to the 
children. This twelve day trip was funded by the Lyndhurst 
Foundation of Chattanooga, through Chattanooga Nature 
Center. 

The Sunshine Club met Aug. 22 at the home of J e a n 
Jones . Karen Freeman presided, Ruth Pickett gave the 
Secretary 's report, and Sue Cooper led the devotional. 
Others present were Gladys Cobble, Addie Hall, B e s s 
Bauerle, Evelyn Clark, Vernitice Young, Geraldine 
Hawkins, Jewel l Palmer, Billie Harper, Leona Chadwick 
and Eloise Brown and visitors — Sadie Cooper, Lily 
Bowden and Carmel Gifford. The Fair booth was discuss­
ed, and the picnic, which will be Sept. 14 at 6 p.m. The 
C a m p Ponderosa Homemakers C a m p w a s a lso 
announced. 

The Valley Head U.M.W. met Aug. 27 at the home of 
Helen White with Melinda Adkins as co-hostess. Eloise 
Brown presided, Laura Margaret Allison gave the 
Secretary-Treasurer 's report and Venna Livingston gave 
the Bible study; others present were Mary Louise 
Holleman, Adelaide Biddle, Geraldine Hawkins, Frances 
Longshore, Frances Tate, Velma Hammond and Gladola 
Holleman. 

Melinda and Jeff Adkins have returned home from a 
visit with Jef f 's sister, Debbie Adkins in Los Angeles, Calif. 
They enjoyed seeing Malibu and Ventura, Universal 
Studios and, the Dodgers game; they also went to the zoo 
at Tituana and S e a World at San Diego, they took a boat 
to Catalina Island and they went to church at the Camarilla 
Christian Church. 

Congratulations to Melinda Adkins for achieving her 
Master's Degree. She is now a qualified Psychometrist. 

Gary Moore (who is Pastor of Lea ' s Chapel Church) 
and his wife, Michel, entertained members of his con­
gregation, with a cookout and covered dish luncheon at 
their home in Mentone on Labor Day. 

Sue and Foyl Cooper visited Howard Finster and family 
at Pennville, G a . , and Christine Burke at Trion, recently. 

Randal Hawkins of Chattanooga, Robert and Gail 
Hawkins of Brewton, spent the holidays with their parents, 
Geraldine and Howard Hawkins. 

Eleanor and David Cearley of Houston, Ansley and 
John McGinnis from Florence, S . C , and Tommy and Ir-
ma Allison spent the holidays with their mother, Laura 
Margaret Allison. We appreciated Ansley playing the organ 
so beautifully at our church on Sunday. 

Gertrude Landers of Lookout Valley visited Opal Tatum 
i recently. 

Dot and Bill Blackburn, Martha Gibson, Ruby and D. M. 
Humble visited Mary and Raymond Crabtree at Carraway 
Hospital in Birmingham. Mary and Raymond are at home 
now, slowly recovering from a serious automobile accident. 

Adelaide Biddle has returned home after a vacation 
at Panama City with her daughter, Mary Lou and David 
Carmichael and their families. They stayed at Edgewater 
Beach Resort went Para-sail ing (lots of fun), played 
Gooney Golf ate at Capt. Anderson's and the Treasure 
Ship. She celebrated her birthday with a party there, and 
returned to a party at the Senior Center in Fort Payne, then 
went to her brother Bill Ell is' (and his wife Frances) at Sum­
merville, where she shared a birthday party with Bill. Now 
I call that celebrating a birthday! 

We are very proud of our new church sign, sponsored 
by the Woman's Club and funded by them and the chur­
ches. May it direct some new members to our churches. 

Residents of Hammondville and White Hall Com­
munities enjoyed a sumptious feast at the Armory building 
in Hammondville on Sunday, Sept. 1. The Elrods enter­
tained with lovely music. We voted to make it an annual 
event. It's good to meet together and get to know your 
neighbors. 

BROWN'S 
CLEANING & LAUNDRY 

817 Gault Ave. N. 
Fort Payne 
845-3241 

Professional Results, Friendly Service 
We Can Handle All Your Washday Woes 

MENTONE EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Fire Department 634-4545 
Police 634-4757 

niuiuiiiiiiiiiiimniiHiiiiiiiiiMiiiiimiiiniiiiiiiiiuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiy! 

I CITIZENS BANK I 
| OF VALLEY HEAD | 
| Large Enough to Serve You— | 
1 Small Enough to Know You! | 
= Valley Head 635-6292 Ider 657-5122 § 

Member FDIC 
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DeSOTO R E S C U E SQUAD 
" T o contact the DeSoto Rescue Squad please call the 

following: 
J e s s e Crabtree 634-4171 
Leonard Shigley 634-4140 
Robert Green 634-4770 
Gary Brown 635-6844 

The Lookout 
Restaurant 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
CLOUDLAND, GEORGIA 

(404) 862-2515 
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By Linda Brown 
Can you believe that summer is over? Everyone is say­

ing how short it was . Of course it was the same length 
as any other summer. So why did it seem different? Maybe 
because it was so pleasant. The weather was nice, only 
one or two very hot days. People seemed glad to be where 
they were (most of the ones I saw were in Mentone). The 
only complaint I heard was that gardens grew so well 
everyone was very busy canning and freezing all the pro­
duce. A friend of mine once said, "All of this work interferes 
with my play." 

The campers have all left Mentone and our own young 
people are back in school. Once again I urge everyone 
to drive carefuly and expect those energetic youngsters 
to be anywhere at any time. Two of my grandsons recent­
ly learned a valuable lesson concerning how fast an acci­
dent can happen. They were driving a golf cart on their 
farm. The youngest one's cap blew off. He and the one 
driving turned around to see where it was. Wham! They 
hit a fence post. The post was broken and two boys were 
in trouble with their dad. No one was hurt and not much 
damage done, but hopefully they learned something that 
will be with them a long time. Let 's be careful out there! 

I am writing this on a cool, crisp and breezy morning. 
It looks like we are heading for a beautiful autumn. Let 's 
all make the most of it — get out and enjoy life. So many 
things are happening and we all live so fast, that we don t 
stop and enjoy what we have. 

The person-of-the-month is L. M. Flannigan. " M , " as 
we all know him, is one of those special people who bring 
joy to all who know him. He always has a smile and a 
"hel lo" for everyone. " M " accepts life and people for what 
they are. He is probably one of the most ecology minded 
people in Mentone. He walks everywhere, to the store, to 
the post office, to church or to his sister 's house. He takes 
care of what he has and the old adage, "Make do or do 
without," describes his way of life. If you need a smile and 
a wave, just speak to " M " and you're sure to get one. 

Let me know if you have any subject you want to speak 
to or any announcement to make and I will try to get your 
ideas in the Groundhog. Emily would probably welcome 
a quest editorial once in a while. 

Sparkle And Shine: 
The Gleem Of Gemstones 

By Emily Smith 
Prized for their beauty, gemstones have been mined 

since prehistoric man first discovered them, Rick Chap­
man, a Mentone resident and registered gemologist told 
Mentone Area Preservation Association members at their 
September meeting. 

Chapman brought several examples of gems he works 
with to show the group and explained the natural process 
of gemstone formation. 

Gemstones are classified by beauty, rarity and durabili­
ty. Stones that reflect the "pure colors of the rainbow" 
are highly desirable and those that are hard to find and 
long lasting have added value. 

Gemologists must learn the geology of the world to 
understand how gemstones are made. Chapman explain­
ed that the theory of plate tectonics has added to his 
knowledge of gemstone formation. Mountains, it is believ­
ed, occur when different geological plates crash together. 

The Appalachian Mountains are some of the oldest in 
the world and are believed to have been 10,000-15,000 
feet high when they first formed. Erosion has caused the 
mountains to be the height they are today — the highest 
peak in the Appalachians is about 4,000 feet high. 

Lookout Mountain which is comprised mainly of sand­
stone was at one time on the bottom of an ocean and was 
pushed up above s e a level by plate movement. 

When the plates crash together, a large amount of heat 
and pressure is created. Th is allows a crystallization pro­
cess to occur and over a long period of time, gemstones 
are formed. 

Different amounts of heat and pressure can have dif­
ferent effects of a mineral. Carbon, for example, is the 
basis for both graphite, the softest mineral and diamonds, 
the hardest. 

Gemstones are mentioned in the Genes is , the first 
book of the Bible. Emeralds were mined in Biblical times 
and in the late 1800's an emerald mine was rediscovered 

R I C K CHAPMAN looks over part of his gemstone 
collection. 

along with the tools used for mining in the Middle East . 
Eighty types of gemstones have been defined by ex­

perts and about thirty are used in jewelry today. Some 
stones have increased in value as they have become 
harder to find. Moonstones are a good example. 
Moonstones were very popular in jewelry at the turn of the 
century and are very scarce today. Their value has increas­
ed almost four times. 

" A lot of jewelry and gold is sitting in safety deposit 
boxes around the country," Chapman commented. 

Not all gemstones have gone up in value, some have 
actually gone down. This applies to some cultured pearls. 

Gemstone sources can be mineral as well as animal 
and vegetable. Examples of animal gemstones are those 
from shells, ivory and coral. Petrified woods, tree ivories 
and amber are vegetable gem stones. 

Groundhog Travel Guide To The British Isles 
By Emily Smith 

Bookstores carry dozens of travel guides for tourists 
traveling to England: Frommer's Guide, Great Britain on 
$10 a day, A Guide to London and the British Isles. You 
can read them all only to find when you arrive, in spite 
of having a common language, you are really unprepared 
for the reality of traveling in this country. 

First of all the travel guides do not tell you to take your 
own wash cloth or face flannel as it is called in England 
if you like to use one. They are not supplied in small hotels, 
guest houses or, bed and breakfasts. If you get there and 
need to buy one look at a drug store or chemist 's shop 
like Boot's. T h e Boot's chain of stores are found in almost 
every large city in Great Britain. 

When you begin to get hungry, the best place to eat 
a dependable meal is at one of the pubs. Pub means 
"public house" and they all serve ale, lager and bitters. 
Most are only open for limited hours and some only serve 
meals to children at mid-day. The pub nearest us, " T h e 
R a m , " had some of the best food in the area. Their menu 
included sandwiches, salads, hot dishes like steak pie, 
fried fish, and lamb chops and, desserts or sweets. 

Sweets in England are wonderful. We ate all sorts of 
pies, cakes and tarts. Two items that are available all 
throughout England that we don't see in the U. S . are dou­
ble cream, a thick, heavy cream richer than the whipping 
cream here and clotted cream. Clotted cream has a 
spreading consistency and is what gives "c ream teas " 
their name. At tea, you spread your scone, a sweet biscuit, 
with the clotted cream and jam. It goes perfectly with a 
hot cup of tea. 

Another tip on food that is helpful to remember 
especially if you are traveling with children, know your 
potatoes. Baked potatoes are called jacket potatoes, 
French fries are called chips and, chips are called crisps. 

One of the few places this rule does not apply is at 
McDonald's. The famous chain is selling hamburgers in 
England and is called " M a c k y ' s " by the young people 
there. 

Our kids had to try " M a c k y ' s " and reported that it was 
almost twice as expensive as the U. S . I reminded them 
that it costs a little extra when you have to import all your 
ingredients from a foreign country. 

Money was a challenge to all of us. It took a few days 
to become accustomed to the pounds and pence. Many 
items that cost one dollar in the U. S . cost one pound in 
the U. K. and, because one pound costs $1.65 or so, 
depending on the exchange rate, your money can be 
depleted quickly. 

Another travel tip we learned the hard way is to have 
traveler's checks issued in pounds before you leave home. 
Then you can cash them anywhere. Some banks in 
England charge high fees to cash your U. S . traveler's 
checks and then don't give you the best exchange rate. 
Another alternative to traveler's checks is to use a V ISA 
or Master Card for cash at a bank. Then you don't pay 
a fee for cashing a traveler's check. It is nice to use the 
credit card for shopping also, the exchange rate refelected 
on your bill is usually the best one available and you have 
a good receipt of what you have bought. That helps when 
you go through customs on the way home. 

None of the places we stayed accepted credit cards 
for payment. We chose to go the less expensive route of 
staying at Bed and Breakfasts or guests houses. We drove 
from one town to another each day and never had a pro­
blem finding a place to sleep. Everywhere we stayed was 
clean and neat and our hosts were wonderful. The tourist 
centers located throughout the U. K. can book a bed 
ahead for you if you know where you want to spend the 
night. 

Driving your own car in England is a challenge. My hus­
band, T im, did all the driving for us, assisted by all of us 
navigating. The cars and trucks are much smaller than 
those in the states but, everyone seems to drive very fast. 
The roads are well marked and even the round-abouts are 
not too bad. Round-abouts are found at most road junc­
tions and send the traffic around a circle in the same direc­
tion with exits for the different roads. You have to yield 
to the traffic already on the round-about and be careful 
not to get stuck in the inner lane where you might find 
yourself circling for several times. 

You also have to yield to sheep and cows, they have 
priority on crossing the road. One day on the motorway, 
a major highway, we noticed a walkway over the road and 
a herd of dairy cows walking slowly single file to their 
pasture on the other side. That was a first for me. 

The best advice we got on driving was to "look right 
and think left." This is exactly opposite of what we do in 
the U. S . Tim said that left turns were the most difficult 
for him and he repeated the advice to himself at every in­
tersection. When we got home we had to be careful to 
"look left and think right." 

Another piece of "backwards" advice that never made 
sense to me, we heard at a cricket match. Cricket is a very 
slow moving game and not enough like American baseball 
for me to understand. The cricket tip is "when you are in, 
you're out and when you're out you're in . " It was beyond 
my ability to comprehend the advice or the game and I 
enjoyed reading a book that afternoon. The boys in our 
family caught on to the game and even watched a few 
cricket matches on television. 

We had the advantage of a home base in the little 
village of Holme-in-Cliviger. The vicarage where we stayed 
was spacious and well equipped with akitchen and wasner 
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E N J O Y N A T U R E F R O M Y O U R S C R E E N E D 
P O R C H — T h i s perfect ret i rement home h a s 
2 bed rooms a n d is located on Dogwood 
A v e n u e in a s e c l u d e d wooded a r e a wi th no 
g r a s s to mow s i n c e it is su r rounded by natura l 
woods . If you h a v e a g reen thumb, th is home 
h a s a sma l l g r e e n h o u s e . $ 6 8 , 9 0 0 . 
T W O - S T O R Y H O M E — G r e a t location on w in­
d ing country road within two mi les of Mentone, 
th is 4 bedroom, 2 bath home h a s a f i rep lace 
a n d cent ra l e x p o s e d s t a i r c a s e on 1V2 a c r e s . 
O N L Y $ 4 2 , 5 0 0 . 

SHARON 
BARRON 

Owner/Broker 

205-634-4767 — Office 
205-586-6404 — Home 

A C R E A G E AND L O T S 
T H E P E R F E C T P L A C E — T h a t cab in y o u ' v e 
a l w a y s wan ted is just wai t ing to be built on 
t hese beauti ful wooded building s i tes . With a c ­
c e s s to Litt le R ive r , ci ty wa te r a n d only a mi le 
from D e S o t o P a r k , truly the Per fec t P l a c e . 
P r i c e s $ 9 , 5 0 0 to $ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 
NINE W O O D E D A C R E S — L o c a t e d on the 
wes t fork of Little R i v e r with 3 0 0 feet on a pav­
ed country road, $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 . 
6 5 A C R E S — O w n e r f inanc ing . Outs tand ing 
wooded a c r e a g e , $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 . 
20 A C R E S — VA mi le of Litt le R i v e r f rontage 
a n d f rom the bui lding s i te you c a n s e e it a l l . 
O w n e r f inanc ing $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 . 
8 5 A C R E S ON L I T T L E R I V E R — Wi th VA mi le 
a long the R i ve r . T h i s is a n outs tand ing p iece 
of property. R e d u c e d to $ 8 9 , 9 0 0 . 

CLAUD BURKE 
Broker 

205-586-4152 

SHALA MURRAY 
S a l e s A s s o c i a t e 

205-878-7611 
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B y Bern i se Crow 

On a recent trip to Phoenix, Arizona, we again fell in 
love with the west. Flying over the desert, we could see 
things blooming and growing because of irrigation. When' 
the dry, parched land gets enough moisture, it seems to 
produce abundantly. 

The colors of the southwest, which have always 
fascinated me, are so very popular with interior designers 
now. Again it was fun to see the huge Saguaro cacti-miles 
and miles of them. And this time they were blooming. Their 
blooms are not spectacular like some species of cacti, but 
are a lovely deep red right on the ends of those arms ex­
tended so high it was hard to get a picture of them. We 
observed birds either feeding, or making nests in the very 
top branches. It could be that they were getting water from 
the plant. 

We had reservations at the Comfort Inn in Tempe, 
which is a suburb of Phoenix. It was a nice place, and right 
across the street was the Rusty Pelican — a very nice 
restaurant where we enjoyed one delicious meal. It was 
a bit expensive, and we tried others later. 

We rented a car, and enjoyed touring the city. I had 
no idea it was such a huge place. Much of it is new, and 
sparkling clean. One whole shopping mall is built in the 
old style of Mexico, with thick walls of adobe in the red­
dish sand color. We made a video of it, and have not had 
time to look at it. It was beautiful. 

Of course this area is in Indian territory — Navajho and 
Hopi. There is a large reservation right outside of Phoenix. 
I love their pottery, and the Navajho rugs. The only thing 
in good quality is expensive. Again the colors are very pret­
ty — turquoise, rose pink to salmon, light blue, brown, 
green in all variations. And then there is limestone that 
is snowy white. Phoenix is surrounded by buttes, which 
look like some giant architect had placed his masterpiece 
all around the city. The colors are a beautiful terracotta, 
with soft shadows around and in between them. 

One afternoon we drove south of the city, and found 
a group of rodeo people practicing their expertise at rop­
ing steers. This was fun, because I have never been to 
a rodeo. It was a good show and was free on this particular 
night. 

On the weekend we drove north to Sedona — a lovely 
little village full of art pottery and other quality crafts. It 
would be a nice vacation spot. It is at a higher elevation 
and is a little cooler than Phoenix. There are lovely things 
here ̂  something to suit everyone's taste. I love the pain­
tings, so we went to the art barn and enjoyed both pain­
tings and sculpture. 

(Hmmtrg Jou rna l 

Rocky Hill 
Dairy Store 
> Cheese 
' Ice Cream 
' Milk 
< Cream 
• Butter 

Beef: 

Sirloin 
Ground Beef 
Cube Steak 

T-Bones 
Ribeyes 
Roasts 

L0%£Vi?ne M i l e S o u t h 01 °eSoto State Park 
'EN 1-5 P.M. - 7 DAYS A WEEK 

845-1605 (205) 

KOUNTRY CHEF 
Fr iday Night S p e c i a l - Ca t f i sh 

S u n d a y L u n c h 
S a t u r d a y S p e c i a l - Fr ied C h i c k e n S e r v e d 

Fami ly S ty le 
Monday, Wednesday - Friday 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Closed 
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Saturday 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Hwy. 117 - Downtown Mentone 
634-4232 

Terri's Time Saver 
DeSoto Parkway at Fisher 

Crossroads 
Visit Our Deli for: 

Homemade Biscuits Corn Dogs 
Fried Chicken Deli Sandwiches 
p j z z a Hamburgers 

Barbecue Made F resh Daily 
Open 7 Days a Week Until 9 p.m. 

O p e n Fr iday a n d Sa tu rday — 8-6; S u n d a y 1-6. 

Q i a J & j j Qa/tden QaHkiiy 
Unique Perennials, Annuals, Land­
scape Designs. 

Miche le A n d e r s o n , L a n d s c a p e Des igne r 

Old Valley Head Road 
Fort Payne 
205/845-7009 

Early in the day we filmed the giant Saguaro cacti in 
bloom. And we toured the park where Montazuma Cast le 
is located. It is a cliff dwelling, built by the Indians, of mud 
and logs. It is situated on the side of a very steep cliff, 
and again one wonders how in the world they got materials 
to the site. I suppose they used ladders and carried one 
piece at a time. This area is in a desert place, but Beaver 
Creek runs through the area, giving moisture for trees and 
some vegetation. We enjoyed the huge sycamore trees 
and Hackberry as much a s the ruins. 

We continued northward, through Coconino State 
Park, stopping at scenic overlooks to enjoy the view. The 
state of Arizona allows the Indians to sell their jewelry 
there, and we bought some lovely necklaces, made of tur­
quoise and nickle silver. We knew these were authentic, 
and artfully crafted. One was a pinkish stone, almost the 
color of the buttes — and I forgot what it was. Maybe Rick 
Chapman can identify it. 

We reached Flagstaff about 5:00 in the afternoon, got 
a room, enjoyed a hot bath, and went to eat. The air was 
cool enough here for sweaters. 

After a good nights rest, we hit the road north to the 
Grand Canyon — on state 108. It was about eighty miles. 
We loved the scenery all the way. We went to the canyon 
in 1988, but Homer wanted to take the plane ride over the 
area and take video pictures of it. That was not my choice 
— I remembered the helicopter ride over Rio DeJaneiro 
a few years ago, and it almost scared the life out of me. 
But I went and enjoyed it. The plane seated about 25 peo­
ple, and didn't tilt the way helicopters do! And what an 
awesome sight it was! There are tall skyscraper looking 
peaks; giant cathedral like formations; high and low and 
in between. The colors are the many hues and tints of the 
southwest — just magnificent. We could see where the 
small Colorado River and the large Colorado merge. The 
river is a beautiful turquoise color and looks miles away. 
Our pilot said there are rafters on the river at all times. 
But I couldn't see them. He said the river can have waves 
as high a s thirty feet after the snow melt in the spring. We 
flew over the north rim of the canyon, which is 2000 ft. 
higher than the south rim. The Spanish were the first to 
discover the canyon, but Indians have lived here since time 
begun. 

The Colorado looks awfully small to have cut such a 

VALLEY HEAD 
HARDWARE 

635-6151 

!Buz£ 

L e l a B e l l P u l l e n , R e c e p t i o n i s t 

635-6247 

NIPPERSINK LODGE 

O N L O O K O U T M O U N T A I N 
M E N T O N E , A L A B A M A 

634 -3610 

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

BED AND 
JBREAKFAST 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL (205) 634-4836 

— OR WRITE — 
P. O. Box 284 Mentone, AL 3598' 

giant chasm, but our pilot said it has taken million of years 
to do it. He said the canyon is cut one inch deeper every 
500 years! This canyon is one of the wonders of the world. 
It seems to me that wonders never cease. So many things 
God created hold fascination for us that man cannot 
duplicate, even with all the modern techniques available 
on this planet. Now that we have viewed the canyon from 
the air, I would like to take the mule trail hike to the bot­
tom of the chasm. 

Somehow, in the west one feels close to the original 
Americans who still live in these desert climates. One 
wonders how they survived in the early years before the 
marvelous advent of man's invention or irrigation. Now 
there are streams in the desert that never were there, for 
many many years. It surprised us to see large cotton fields 
in Arizona, and that this crop is their main agricultural pro­
duct. Again irrigation made this possible. 

There are orange groves all around Phoenix, and palm 
trees line the streets of the city. It is a lovely city — very 
clean and fresh looking. It seems that most of the growth 
has taken place in the last thirty years. October is the 
month to buy wonderful produce there, because the sum­
mer months are a little too hot for growing vegetables. 

Zane Grey 's original cabin, where he lived and wrote 
so beautifully about the west was located near Sedona, 
and Tom Anderson, Homer's business partner, had told 
us to be sure to see this historic place. But when we in­
quired about it, we learned that it had burned recently. 
Perhaps they will rebuild it. 

The summer has been a good one, with plenty of rain 
in our area. We have had a good vegetable garden, and 
have canned enough green beans to last two years, in 
case the weather does not cooperate next year. Our 
grapes, apples, and blueberries have produced abundant­
ly. My pantry is bulging with jars of jell ies, jams, pickles, 
etc. We are blessed with so many good things, we 
sometimes take it all for granted. It just makes us wish 
we could share some of it with those people in other coun­
tries who cannot grow foods like we can. 

The days are getting shorter and cooler — my favorite 
time of year. Homer and I, and James and Betty Johnson, 
celebrated our forty-fifth wedding anniversary Aug. 30, and 
my birthday follows on the first of September. So this is 
always a special time of year for us — each year seems 
like a fresh new beginning. Now birthdays are more special 
than ever — I treasure each of them. Someone asked me 
how old I was and I hedged like my dear friend, Hattie 
Bruce would do — I told them I was born in 1925 and they 
could figure it out for themselves. Charles (Railroad) Parker 
has a birthday the same day as mine. And I just discovered 
that Bob Baty also shares our day — and he is one of my 
favorite people! S e e , some great ones were born on Sept. 
1 , just as the season changes. 

STock Up O N Supplies 

CloudUNd 
T r a c J e C e n t e r 

O N E S T O P ShoppiNq 
H o u r s : Mon.- T h u r s . 7 a . m . - 1 0 p .m. 

Fr i . - S a t . 7 a .m. - Midnight 
S u n . 8 a . m . - 6 p .m. 

0 

(404) 862-2711 

NEW TOLL-FREE NUMBER 
1-800-548-5013 

Sub Sandwiches 
Pizza 
Plate Lunch Specials Daily 
Fresh Bar-B-Que and Ice Cold 

Beverages 
Deli Meats and Cheeses 
Groceries 
Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
Well Pumps 
Water Filter Systems 
Kerosene 
Propane Bottles Filled 
Videos 
Building Hardware 
Tools 



(Continued from Page 1) 
Because money is tight, Wright trys to be a "creat ive 

manager" stretching every dollar the Library receives to 
three dollars. 

" W e do the best we can with the resources we have 
avai lable," he said. 

He credits the Library staff as being one of the Library's 
strongest assets. 

" E a c h of us works 60-65 hours per week, " he com­
mented. " W e come early and stay late to get the work 
done." 

The staff includes Judy Dowait, Yvonne Toombs, 
Elizabeth Tucker and Wanda Dobbs. Judy Dowait is the 
bookmobile driver and works in the library also. 

In the future, the DeKalb County library hopes to have 
a computerized catalog system. This would cost around 
$65,000. This fall, Wright hopes to offer a compact disc 
collection and a computer software collection for the use 
of library patrons. 

Ongoing projects are the continued updating and pur­
chasing of new books, books on tape, magazines, 
newspapers and videos. 

The library welcomes donations of money, property 
and equipment which are all tax deductible. Wright said 
donations of books and magazines are also welcomed but 
are not tax deductible for the donor. 

The DeKalb County Library was founded fifty years ago 
by Mrs. Mary Weatherly in Fort Payne. Mrs. Weatherly 
would take the train to Chattanooga and search through 
the department stores libraries employee and return home 
with a satchel full of books. 

Her son, Walter Weatherly currently the chairman of 
the Library's board of directors, tells a story of the time 
his mother was stopped by a police officer upon return­
ing from Chattanooga with her bulging book satchel. The 
officer was checking for liquor coming into dry DeKalb 
County. 

" W e laughed about it for year 's after that," Weather­
ly relates. "My mother was a strict tee-totaler and never 
took a drink." 

Her eye for books and her love of reading gave the 
DeKalb County Library its start. According to Wright, many 
of the books purchased by Mrs. Weatherly are still in cir­
culation. She also initiated the first literacy program in 
DeKalb County and taught many people to read, winning 
her the title of "Mother of the Y e a r . " 

" W e want people to use and enjoy their Library," 
Wright said. 

His own enthusiasm for the library extends to his home. 
"My wife, El len, and I are hosting a foreign exchange 

student this year. As soon as he arrived, we issued him 
a library ca rd , " Wright said. 

The library has three branches plus the bookmobile. 
The bookmobile rotates stops at 32 locations including 
Mentone. 

" S o m e day soon, I hope there will be a branch library 
in Mentone. The number of people who use the 
bookmobile there indicate that there is enough interest for 
a branch," Wright commented. 

If a building were donated in Mentone, a branch library 
could become a reality. 

Another possibility Wright has thought about is to have 
branch libraries at the camps in the summer. 

"With just a corner of a room, we could provide books 
that the campers could check out to read while they are 
at camp, " Wright said. 

Sept. 6 Gaylesvil le Away 
Sept. 13 Plainview Away 
Sept. 20 s a n d Rock Away 
Sept. 27 ceda r Bluff H ° m e 

Oct. 4 Ider Home 
Oct. 11 N. Sand Mtn. Away 
Oct. 18 West End Home 
Oct. 25 Fyffe H o m e 

Nov. 1 Springville H ° m e 

Nov. 8 Section Away 

C O A C H : J im Kirby. 
A S S T . C O A C H : Paul El l is . 
PR INCIPAL : Elaine K. Keith 

All Home Games Will Be Played On New Field Behind 
High School. Reserved Seats Available In the Gold S e c ­
tion for all home games. $10 per seat. 

THE T I G E R S GO SKY-HIGH: Valley Head Cheerleaders at practice. Top Row, left: Krystal Johnson and Karen 
Coger. Center: Donna Brock. Bottom Row, left: Laurie Longshore, cheerleader captain, Debbie Wells, San­
dra Bullard, Tonya Crider, Spring Wimberly, co-captain. 

Tiger Football Kicks 
Off At Valley Head 

There's a hint of fall in the air and with that our thoughts 
turn to Tiger football at Valley Head High School. Th is 
year's home games will be held at the new football stadium 
behind the High School. The first home game is against 
Cedar Bluff, Sept. 27. 

The season gets underway Thursday, Sept. 5, at 
Gaylesvil le. Two more road games are scheduled with 
Plainview and Sand Rock before the Tigers inaugurate 
their recently completed stadium in Valley Head. 

Th is is Coach J im Kirby's seventh season at Valley 
Head. The team is "smal l but enthusiastic," he says . The 
Tigers lost three seniors from last season and four of their 
starters will not be returning. Kirby will be looking to his 
runningbacks Rhett Freeman, Shane Ingram and Wade 
Phillips to give the team their impetus this year. 

Freeman is a senior this year, playing halfback. He and 
Char les Hammon, a two year starter at guard were nam­
ed all-county linemen last year. Freeman rushed for 1,060 
yards and scored 12 touchdowns last season. 

Ingram is a senior playing halfback. Phillips is a retur­
ning starter fullback and is a junior. 

Junior Charlton Bell will start as quarterback for the 
Tigers. He was credited with three touchdowns last 
season. 

Over the past ten years Valley Head has a 56-50 record 
and in 1984 was named state champion. Last year 's top 
player, Anthony Brown graduated and is playing at 
Livingston. 

St. Joseph's 
Anniversary 

St. Joseph 's On-The-Mountain Episcopal Church will 
celebrate its Twentieth Anniversary a s a worshipping 
Christian congregation during the weekend of Oct. 12-13. 

Services of worship began at St. Joseph 's in October, 
1971, under the leadership of the Rev. Graham S . Glover 
and with the authorization of the Diocese of Alabama. 

Founded as a community church to reach inwardly in­
to the hearts and outwardly to the needs of those in the 
Mentone area, St. Joseph 's has experienced steady 
growth, extended the helping hand of Christ to many and 
sought to be a beacon of God's love. "Seek ing To Be A 
First Century Church In Today's Twentieth Century World" 
has recently emerged as the goal for the members and 
friends of this church-family. 

The general public and past members are invited to 
participate in all aspects of this Twentieth Anniversary 
Celebration. The highlight event will be the 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service and Lunch on the Grounds on Sunday, 
October at which Bishop Robert O. Miller will be present. 
The other anniversary events will be publicized by posters 
around Mentone and the notice board in front of the 
Church. 

Crow Family Reunion 
By Bernise Crow 

The descendants'of Lee and Fannie Crow meet Labor 
Day weekend each year for their reunion, and the crowd 
grows each year with the growth of population. 

There were seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Crow, 
but we lost Clyde in April of this year — the oldest of the 
children. Th is year was a little hard for his family, but they 
came to the reunion held in Fort Payne at Western Sizzl in' 
Restaurant, where we had dinner and continued to the 
home of Dewey and Pam Crow in the south end of the 
town. There we had homemade ice cream and good fresh 
cold watermelon. The children enjoyed swimming in the 
large pool for about two hours. 

Dewey and Pam were hosts this year, and they notified 
everyone in advance, giving time and location of each 
event. 

Next year Li la Pettet and her children will host the reu­
nion, and it will probably be held in Oak Ridge where they 
reside 

Homer gave copies of Issac and Hannah Crow's pic­
tures to the head of each family. Issac lived in the Men-
tone area, and was the father of twenty-three children (by 
two wives!). So you see why there are so many Crows in 
this vicinity. By having these reunions we can keep up with 
our inheritance, with roots intact. It's fun. Of course we 
older ones love to see how much the other ones have ag­
ed — not us of course! And we love all the new grand­
children — babies. 

W A N T E D — L a r g e fami ly to f in ish th is log 
c a b i n located on 3 9 0 ' of w e s t brow f rontage. 

W e c a n a l so offer s e v e r a l beaut i fu l y e a r round 
h o m e s on the e a s t brow — S P E C T A G U L A K 
V I E W S . 

Mounta in s u m m e r home — 6 bedrooms, 2 
ba ths , la rge l iv ing room with f i rep lace , built-in 
k i t chen , dining room, utility room, porch a n d 
d e c k . On ly $ 4 9 , 5 0 0 . 

GREAT INVESTMENTS 

L a r g e T r a c t s (800-1070 a c r e s ) . S o m e with river 
f rontage. Al l wi th exce l len t p r i ces . 

Hal f a mi le of B r o w a n d h ighway f rontage, 
enough to m a k e n ine e x t r a la rge lots. G r e a t 
P r i c e . 

B r o w lots with 1 0 0 ' to 2 9 5 ' on brow rang ing in 
pr ice f rom $ 1 6 , 7 0 0 to $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 . C o m e a n d p ick 
the right one for y o u . 

404-862-2761 

P. O. Box 205 
Highway 48 — Lookout Mountain 
Parkway 
Cloudland, Georgia 30731 

Jo Wyrick Walker 
Broker 

R e s . : 404-862-2624 

Carol Hall Thomason 
A s s o c i a t e S a l e s p e r s o n 

R e s . : 404-862-2668 
W e h a v e renta ls avai lable 

CLOUDLAND REALTY 



Run To Register For 
Groundhog Classic 

The Ninth Annual Groundhog Class ic Run will take 
place Saturday, Oct. 19, during the Mentone Area Preser­
vation Association's October ColorFest that weekend. The 
race will begin at 9:30 a.m. preceded by a one mile Fun 
Run at 9 a.m. 

The Groundhog Run is a 4.2 mile race along DeSoto-
Lookout Mountain Parkway beginning at the Hitching Post 
to the turn-off at DeSoto Falls and back. The course covers 
flat and gently rolling terrain. It attracts runners from near-

—r as Switzerland. Twenty local Mentone by to as far away 
families have entered past Groundhog Runs. 

Entries can be mailed to the Mentone Groundhog 
Classic, P. 0 . Box 439, Mentone, AL 35984 or may be turn­
ed in the day of the race. An entry of $10 must accom­
pany each entry. Specially designed long sleeved T-shirts 
will be presented to all runners. Trophies will be given to 
the top three winners in each division and $100 each to 
the top man and woman winners. 

Last year 's top winners were Betsy Cofer and Neal 
Stubblefield. 

Detach and mail or bring to: 

T h e Mentone Groundhog C lass ic 
Box 439 
Mentone, A L 35984 
(205) 634-3737 

Entry fee of $10 must accompany each application. $12 after October 
15. Make checks payable to MAPA (Mentone Area Preservation Association). 

N A M E . 

A D D R E S S 

S T A T E 

. C I T Y 

JZIP . T E L E P H O N E 

Age a s of Oct. 31,199 1 

S I G N A T U R E 

(If under 18, signature of parent or guardian is required). 

Shirt S i ze S M L X L (Circle) 

Division: 

i ! 

) Men ( ) Women 
) 14 & under ( ) 1 4 and under 
) 15-19 ( ) 15-19 
) 20-29 ) 20-29 

30-39 ( ) 30-39 
40 & over ( ) 40 & over 

) Fun Run 
) Groundhog C lass ic 

NO O N E MAY E N T E R T H I S E V E N T W I T H O U T S IGNING T H I S O F F I C I A L 
W A I V E R : In consideration of accepting this entry, I the above-signed, inten­
ding to be legally bound, hereby, fcr wmyseif, my heirs, executors and ad­
ministrators waive and release any and all claims for losses and damages 
I may have against MAPA and all other parties and their representatives, suc­
cessors , and assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in said event. 
I attest and verify that I am physically fit. Further, I hereby grant full permis­
sion to any and all foregoing to use photos, videotapes, motion pictures, recor­
dings or any other record of this event for any purpose whatsoever. 

Invest 
Wisely 

David G. Brouwer 
201 Grand Ave. N. 

Ft. Payne Bonds 
845-4560 s Stocks 

^ Mutual Funds 
" Gold-Silver 

S Edward D. Jones & Co. 
Member New York Stock Exchange, inc. and Securities Investor Protection Corporation 

Builders Supply 
Company, Inc. 

v Concrete Blocks 
Building Materials 

f Roof & Floor Trusses 
Fort P a y n e 

600 Godf rey A v e . S . 
845-1451 

S y l v a n i a 
H ighway # 75 

638-2244 

Cont inued f rom P a g e 3 
and dryer. Appliances like cars are all on the small side 
but very efficient. We had a little gas stove and the oven 
settings are not in degrees but numbered one through 
nine. I had to call for help on that but we did cook a few 
meals there and all of us liked to go grocery shopping. 
There is a big supermarket chain "Sa insbu ry ' s " that had 
a store in Burnley, only about 7 miles from our house. You 
can buy many American food products in England but they 
are packaged differently and sometimes have different 
names. This was true for some of our favorite cereals. 
"Toppas" are Frosted Mini-wheats, "Frost ies" are Frosted 
Flakes and oatmeal is porridge. The breads are all different 
shapes and s izes, you could buy a loaf of bread cut thin, 
medium or thick. Ground beef is called minced beef. 

The black currant bushes and raspberries bushes at 
the vicarage were loaded with fruit so I bought some "self-
rising flour" and made a few cobblers while we were there. 

We heard a variety of English accents and some Gaelic 
and Welsh on our trip. We had to listen carefully to unders­
tand some people but they did not seem to have any trou­
ble understanding us. Television has a lot to do with that, 
many of the programs on British TV are imports from the 
U. S . including the Cosby Show and American football 
telecasts. 

All in all, the trip was a great three weeks for our fami­
ly and one we hope we can repeat someday. Maybe the 
next time we'll be a little better prepared and leave the 
travel guides at home. 

A T T E N T I O N A L L E R G Y S U F F E R E R S AND 
C H E M I C A L L Y S E N S I T I V E 

Be fo re you c l ose yourse l f up with th is crit ter 
and harmful c h e m i c a l s this winter, let us c l e a n 
your house from top to bottom. 

H o u s e Dust Mite Magni f ied 300 T i m e s 

CLEAN CARE 
Of Mentone 

W e c l e a n carpe t /d rapery /upho ls te ry /dye ing . 
E m e r g e n c y fire and water restorat ion. J i m 
Howe l l , O w n e r , s i n c e 1975 , (205) 6 3 4 - 4 4 0 7 or 
1-800-848-0596. 

R A I N B O W V A C U U M D E A L E R 

LOG CABIN DELI 
Open 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

M T u e s d a y S u n d a y 

J : H i g h w a y 117 634-4560 
— C l o s e d M o n d a y — 

y£''The Friendliest Restaurant On Lookout Mountain " I 

~ ~ — — l 

The White Elephant Galleries j 
.Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafts t 

i 
i 

THE SHED 
Statuary 

<s Birdhouses 
^ Rocking Chairs 
<s Fireworks 

hu rs . , F r i . , S a t . 10-5 — S u n . 1-5 634-4529 

BAIT AND TACKLE 

Hwy. 117 Mentone, A L 
"A Little Bit of Everything" 

I t C i l Whirlpool 

COOPER-LEE APPLIANCE & TV 
(205) 635-6874 

VALLEY HEAD 
JAKIE D. LEE 

SHARON C. LEE 



Mountain Almanac <ft 0 m itrtt < takt tW 
By Curtis O'Daniel 

DeKalb County Agent 
» • • 

HAY FOR H O R S E S — Selecting the right hay for 
horses is not as simple as selecting hay for cattle. Old Blue 
must have nutritious, high-quality hay for best results. 
S ince about two-thirds of the protein is contained in the 
leaf, leafy hays usually have a higher protein content than 
hays with less leaf or grass type hays. Cutting hay before 
it becomes overly mature is very important because the 
overly mature hays will contain more fiber and will be much 
less digestible. 

If the leaves are lost during harvest, the hay will 
become lower in quality, nutritional value, etc. You don't 
need weeds, insects and trash in your horse hay. A good 
rule of thumb as to deciding how much hay to feed your 
horse is " O n e pound of hay per 100 pounds of body 
weight." Thus , a 1,000 pound horse should be fed 10 
pounds of good, high-quality hay per day to maintain a 
normal fill in the digestive tract and to minimize digestive 
problems. Keep in mind the fact that horses do not like 
their diets or rations tampered with too often. The same 
amounts and same type of feed and hay each day is a 
much better system. 

Y E L L O W J A C K E T S — I believe we have had more 
yellow jackets, bumble bees, wasps and hornets this year 
than we normally have and the time of the year for them 
to be more aggressive is here. Workers are more likely 
to sting even when they are away from the nest this time 
of the year. 

During harvest season, you are also more likely to be 
in areas where you will come in contact with the afore men­
tioned stinging insects. Harvesting crops, picking fruits and 
vegetables, bush-hogging pastures, etc., will set the stage 
for confrontations with these fellows. 

There are no insecticides that you can spray that will 
provide much lasting control. However, most any of the 
pesticides available to farmers and homeowners will kill 
these stinging insects if sprayed on the insect and/or his 
nest. The best time to spray is around sunset or after dark 
so as to be sure all of the yellow jackets, bumble bees, 
etc., have returned to the nest. It is hard not to go ahead 
with destroying the nest immediately after being stung and 
while you are still hurting. It seems that it helps the pain 
some to know you have killed the source! 

Malathion, Dursban, Vapona, Diazinon, etc., are 
pesticides that can be purchased at most stores that sale 
pesticides that will kill these sting insects. You can get 
a pesticide called "Wasp and Bee Insecticide" that comes 
in an aerosol can and it will spray for several feet thus 
allowing you to stay back from the nest and that is a good 
idea. Remember, stinging insects not only hurt you but 
they might also make you hurt yourself and lots of folks 
are extremely allergic to stinging insect bites. 

Homeowners, who have some fruit trees, grape or 
muscadine vines, etc., can count on some confrontations 
with these insects as fruit harvest continues into the fall. 
A good, bark-busting winter should help a great deal 
toward reducing some of the numbers that have built up 
of lots of insects. I have had more calls about bugs, worms, 
etc., this year than I can ever remember and as more and 
more pesticides are removed from the market, the job of 
controlling insects becomes more difficult. 

The pesticides we have available now will do the job 
if you put it on the insect at the right time but they do not 
last very long. Many of the pesticides we use to be able 
to use lasted too long. Some of them are still in the soil 
and/or fatty tissue of animals and humans. There should 
be a "Happy Medium" somewhere but I still am convinc­
ed that the reason many of the materials have been remov­
ed is due to abuse of the user. "Over-Ki l l " is the term most 
often used when folks would use too much pesticide to 
get the job done. 

I am referring to folks who have bought pesticides to 
control insects and take it home and spray or dust with 
the stuff right out of the bottle rather than to mix it as the 
label instructed with water. How much did you use? A bot­
tle full in the 2 gallon sprayer! The instructions said to use 
two tablespoons per gallon so you should have used four 
tablespoons in the sprayer. Well, I wanted to be sure I us­
ed enough! Th is is not good! 

By Nova Dean Kilgore 

TOMATO COCKTAIL 
1 peck tomatoes 
2 bunches celery 
6 cloves 
3 or 4 onions 
1 bunch parsley 
6 carrots 

Cook and strain then add: 
1 cup sugar (or sweeten with honey) 
VA teaspoon pepper 
VA teaspoon salt, scant 

Dip in jars and can like tomato juice. 

SPAGHETTI S A U C E 
1 / 2 bushel tomatoes made into juice. Don't add water just 

squash tomatoes. 
Fry together till soft enough to put through strainer. 
2 green peppers, diced 
4 onions, diced 
1 cup oil 
2 red hot peppers, diced 
2 garlic cloves, cut up 
Put through strainer and add to tomato juice. Add: 
1 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon pepper 
2 large cans tomato paste 
1 / 2 cup salt 
1 teaspoon of oregano 

Cook until thick. Put in jars and seal . 
* * * 

PIZZA S A U C E 
1 / 2 bushel tomatoes (Cook and make juice) 17 qts. 
1 large onion, put through blender then pour into juice and 

cook for 15 minutes. Add: 
9 tablespoons salt 
4 cups sugar 
3 teaspoons pizza seasoning 
4 cups vinegar 
1 teaspoon red pepper 
Thicken with: 16 tablespoons clear jell or cornstarch; or 

more if needed. Cook and can. May use this recipe for 
Catsup except use 2 teaspoons Catsup seasoning. 

CRISP P I C K L E S L I C E S 
4 quarts sliced unprepared medium cucumbers 
6 medium white sliced onions 
3 cloves garlic 
1 / 3 cup granulated pickling salt 
3 cups cider vinegar 
2 tablespoons mustard seed 
5 cups sugar 
Vh teaspoons turmeric 
1 Vz teaspoons celery seed 
2 green peppers sliced 

Combine cucumbers, onions, green peppers and 
whole garlic cloves, add salt; cover with cracked ice, mix 
thoroughly. Let stand 3 hours; drain well. Remove garlic. 
Combine remaining ingredients; pour over cucumber mix­
ture. Bring to boil. Fill hot jars to Vz inch from top; adjust 
lids. Process in boiling water bath for 5 minutes. Start tim­
ing when water returns to boiling. Makes 8 pt. A bread 
and butter type pickle. 

OVEN DILL P I C K L E S 
Heat but do not boil: 
1 qt. white vinegar 
3 qts. water 
% cup salt 

Wash pickles and cut blossom end off and put 
cucumbers in jars. Poke each cucumber with a fork 4 or 
5 times before putting into jars. Add small pieces of alum 
dill, garlic and turmeric. Pour hot liquid over pickles Put 
lids on jars but do not tighten. Put in oven at 250 and bake 
a°Z 1 h o u r - D o n o t g e t o v e n t 0 ° h o t o r Pickles will shrink 
After 1 hour turn oven off and open oven door to cool for 
10 minutes. Then take jars out of oven and tighten lids 
Don't set in a draft. These pickles will never get cloudy 
and they will always stay crisp. These pickles can be eaten 
in 2 days. Makes 8 to 9 qts. 

Lookout Mountain 
Nursery 

Field Grown Azaleas 
and Rhododendron 

Mae Hilburn 634-4461 

ST. JOSEPH'S ON-THE-MOUNTAIN E P I S C O P A L C H U R C H 
ATOP LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN IN MENTONE. ALABAMA 

SUKINC TO BECOME A FIRST CENTL1HY CHURCH IN TODAVS TWENTIETH CENTU1Y 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M. 
WORSHIP SERVICE . . . .10:30 A.M. 
BIBLE STUDY-WED 7:00 P.M. 

THe »BV TIMOTHY K SMITH, U C T O I 

na w im 

Woodljavcij 
flower Plants 

T r 

D A I L Y A F T E R 1 P.M. 

Lowry R o a d — Va l l ey H e a d , A L 

6 3 5 - 6 4 3 8 

m o r g a n ! 

. D R U G S 

Donald R. 
Morgan 

Valley Head 
IPRESCRHIPTIJONS. 635-6812 J 

Woodbavcn 
S^MpSAfied and Breakfast 

Historic Valley Head Hoiqe 
Enjoy the comfort and hospitality of a historic turn-of-the-
century home in a park-like setting. Large sitting/bedrooms, 
each with its own fireplace. Route 2, Box 10A, Lowry Road, 
Vallev Head, Ala. 35989. 

Judith and Kaare Lollik Andersen, Hosts 

(205) 635-6438 

B R U C E ' S 

F O O D L A N D 
Enjoy a Bumper Crop of Quality 
And Value — Shop at Bruce's 

S h a n B r u c e 
O w n e r 

2000 Gau l t A v e . North 
F t . P a y n e 

* Cragsmere 
Manna 

Enjoy a fine dining experience on 
i the brow of Lookout Mountain. 

3 You II love the sunsets and good 
% food at Cragsmere. 

Friday-Saturday 5-9 p.m. 

DeSoto Parkway — Mentone 

For reservations call Bonnie 
at 205/845-2209 
or 205/634-4677 S 



TH£ HITCHING POST 

Crow's Nest 
A n t i q u e s , Co l l ec t ib les , G l a s s w a r e , B o o k s 

Village Boutique 
Art to Wear , H a n d w o v e n Or ig ina ls 

Country Corner 
H a n d m a d e Qui l ts , Needlework a n d R u g s 

Meijtoife fiealty 
Offering the B e s t of the A r e a 

f iifk-Pourri 
Original Appare l , F a n c y and Fr i l ls by J a n 

Tlje Gourdie Sljop 
E a c h Gourd ie is a H a n d m a d e Or ig ina l , 

S i g n e d and Dated 

Tlfe rotter s House 
Pottery made o n s i te , c o m e by a n d take 
h o m e a t reasure . 

Mentone Area Preservation Association Meeting 
Tuesday, October 3, 7 p.m. 

Mentone Town Hall 
Plans for October Colorfest 1991, October 18-20 

P l e a s e C o m e ! 

THE GROUNDHOG 
C/O M.A.P.A. 
P. O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

CAR-RT SORT 
Postal Customer 
Mentone, AL 35984 
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U. S . Postage 
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Permit No. 1 

Mentone. AL 35984 


